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What did a schoolboy do with his spare time in the 60’s?

There were no gadgets or technology, so other hobbies were required.

On my 8th birthday I was given a stamp album.



My first stamp album



I spent my hard-earned pocket money and filled it and a few 
more albums with packets of “Stamps Of The World” that I 
purchased from the local newsagent.

At first, it was all about quantity, not quality. You had to have 
more than your school mates.





The stamps taught me a lot about identifying countries, 
measuring perforations, understanding watermarks, and that 
there can be subtle differences between similar stamps.





By the age of 12, with over 100,000 stamps of no real value, compared 
to all the pocket money I had spent, I got serious and started a proper 
collection of New Zealand stamps.

Over the next ten years I had accumulated a very nice mint collection.



1977 travelled 
to Sydney

Plan was to visit for 6 months. I met a 
nice girl and have been here ever since.



It didn’t take me long to seek out all the stamp dealers in Sydney. There were a 
lot of stamp shops around the city area at the time. Unfortunately, today they 
have all basically disappeared into the world of on-line sales.

One of the dealers I found was originally from New Zealand and I soon became 
good friends with him and spent many hours and dollars in his store. He had 
good contacts and was able to source excellent items for me.

It was this dealer who first showed me a New Zealand error and suggested it 
would look good in my collection. I agreed, but was hesitant to buy it, as I 
didn’t like the thought of just having one error. It would look out of place. Of 
course, being a dealer, he said “simple solution”, buy some more.

So, I bought it, the 1960 5d Daisy, missing yellow, and thus began my journey 
into the world of errors.



1962 5d Mountain Daisy

Normal Issue

Yellow Shift

My First Error
Missing Yellow



What makes error collecting so interesting, is that there are 
many types of errors to collect. Each type has enough varieties, 
that you can specialise in a specific type if you want and find 
that it will keep you occupied and provide many challenges 
along the way.

For me, the error must be clearly visible. The more spectacular, 
the better. If you need a magnifying glass to see the error, I 
wasn’t so interested. There are plenty of others to collect.

Missing colours are my favourite, and that is where I started, 
researching each one as I went.

What to Collect ?



Missing Colour Errors



Classic Period
1959-1966



Colour Shift Errors



Perforation Errors

Perforation Shift Missing Perforations Double Perforations



Offset Errors



1970 Pictorials
21 stamps from the ½c to 

the $2. Only the $1 & $2 
haven’t shown any 
significant errors.



What Happened To Missing Colour Errors
Since the 1966 $3 Butterfly with two colours omitted, there has only been one newer example of a 
missing colour stamp, the 2008 Weather Extremes 50c.

Computer technology and single pass printing are now in place. But how did one sheet in 2008 occur ??

 Most errors since 1996 have been perforation errors.



When To Buy

In September 2005, one of the original eight examples 
was offered at auction by Status International in Sydney.



When To Buy

Purchased for $14,000 plus buyer's 
commission of 16.5%.      $16,766

I was in the auction room to witness this sale, and there were three 
serious bidders fighting for the item. One very happy bidder went home 
with it.

A month later, another sheet of 16 was located and the price 
immediately dropped to around $4,000 per copy.

I don’t suppose he was happy anymore.

If you don’t buy, you could miss out. It can be all about timing and luck.



Proving Pieces
Where possible, I try to collect proving pieces. This is where the error is attached to another 
item without the error or has selvedge to assist in locating its position.



It took me a long time to find a selvedge strip like the error strip, as almost all the bottom left 
stamps from a sheet are separated for plate blocks.

When I found one, I noticed that the colour bars in the selvedge were in a different order, so I had to 
source the relevant plate blocks to see what was going on.

Between the printing from the first plate and the second plate, the order of the colour bars was 
swapped, thus proving that the error occurred on the first printing.

Without the selvedge, you would find it difficult to know which plate the only sheet found was from.







Challenging Errors
The CP catalogue describes an error on the 12c Telephone Centenary as “One of the two 
yellow colours (dark yellow) omitted”. Well, if you can look at the yellow on the two stamps 
and see a difference, then you have exceptional eyes and imagination.

Normal                                                      Error



Challenging Errors
I spent years looking at the yellow, when I should have been looking at the brown. The dark yellow puts a 
distinct line on the brown, shown by the arrow. The error version doesn’t show this line. Simple, when you 
know what to look for. The catalogue can list it but can’t show you what to look for.

Normal                                                      Error



Perforation Mystery

On August 4, 2000, two new issues were released. The Olympic & Sporting Pursuits and The 
Queen Mother – 100 Years. A very small number of examples showing a perforation shift on 
all six values from the Olympic issue have been seen on the market. They all show a 
perforation shift, resulting in New Zealand showing at the bottom of the stamp instead of at 
the top. They are catalogued as “Major perforation shifts in all values are known”.



Perforation Mystery
On the same day, The Queen Mother – 100 Years was issued. Three values, yet only the $1.10 
records a perforation shift and is priced. The perforation shift is the same as the Olympic 
issue. Good luck finding one, as I have the only recorded sheet, and I haven’t split it up.



When collecting errors, 99.9% of the time you are buying somebody else's discovery.

The ultimate dream is to make a discovery of your own.

After 65 years of dedication to the hobby, I fulfilled that dream earlier this year.

I found and had authenticated, a 1962 3c Puarangi with two missing colours. More detail can 
be found on Page 191 of the September 2024 “The Kiwi”.

Ultimate Dream

Green & Purple Omitted



I feel that there is no point having a great collection, unless you can display it or show and talk about 
it to others. During the long COVID lockdowns, which caused my retirement, I had plenty of time, so I 
decided that I had enough material to be able to produce a book. I taught myself how to use good 
publishing software and after two years, the book was finished.

The real purpose of the book was not to make money, but to show other collectors examples of what 
you never see in a catalogue, and to help make their searches easier. I have also fully written up my 
collection and have done many presentations at local stamp societies and clubs, where members 
get to see the actual stamps.

The other interest of mine is New Zealand Stamp Booklets. This is another area of philately that has 
very little written about it. There are several articles out there, but nothing with it all in one place.

So, what better to do with my time, but write another book. The Error Book consists of 220 pages, 
whereas the Booklets consists of 390 pages. I am still determining in what format it will be available, 
but it is finished and will be released very soon.

The first printing of the NZ Error book quickly sold out, so a second printing was ordered, and copies 
are still available. If you want one, contact me at  bsergent@iinet.net.au  for more details.

What To Do With My Collection

about:blank


bsergent@iinet.net.au
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