
A Philatelic walk through WW2 -
a time line of Postal Stationery 

Items.
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1940 20th July- Auckland to San Francisco
and onwards to England – 863 Items flown.
Short lived 6/-3d rate used from the 20th

July 1940 to the 9th September 1940 

One penny postcard (Samuel 1988 Ed Type AE.3a) uprated 
with a 1935 3/- (CP cat L14d) and a 1d Centennial (CP cat 
S27) making up the correct postcard rate of  3/- 2d to the 
UK. Stamps tied with  two Christchurch C.D.S 17th Jul 40 12 
NOON, airmail etiquette and a green NZ-USA cachet that 
was only applied at Christchurch. 

Route taken

1. Christchurch to Auckland by Union Airways (NZ) Ltd 
in a Lockheed Electra

2. Auckland to San Francisco by PAA in a Boeing 314 
Flying Boat NC-18606 ‘American Clipper’

3. San Francisco to New York via the US trans-
continental service

4. New York to Lisbon by PAA in a Boeing 314 Flying 
Boat NC-18605 ‘Dixie Clipper’

5. Lisbon to Poole by BOAC Flying Boat arriving in 
London on the 2nd August

Rare receiving C.D.S London 2nd Aug with a slogan 
cancellation reading  ‘SAVE WASTE PAPER METALS BONES 
RAGS ‘ over three lines.

A very interesting contemporary account of the war to 
date on the reverse. 

Ref 

1. The Airmails of NZ Volume 2 (1986) pages 335 to 337

2. NZ Postal Stationery Catalogue Part 1 Page A.37
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‘July 16th My Dear, pleased to hear from 
you today. First letter for 5 weeks –
delighted to know you are happy & 
liking Park P Hospital – our friend 
Colonel R expects to arrive in England & 
is looking forward to seeing you we gave 
him a small message for you. Everyone 
in NZ are doing their best to help 
England – people are marvellous, the 
money they give for the Red Cross 
funds. What a blow France collapsing 
brought about through treachery – Ted 
and I agree with you the bombs are 
awful – we heard them dropping in 
France & Last night listened into an air 
battle in the English Channel  - very 
terrifying. Sorry to read in the press 
today that Niell Conneill is missing in 
France. Have forwarded parcels to you 
c/o St Bernado let me know is there 
anything you are wanting – take care of 
yourself. I hope you are well – all send 
their love, we are all praying for you & 
victory love Ane? XXXX’ 
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1943 8th June 1/- unframed used Blue 
Aerogramme. Catalogue GA.3a

Addressed to a Lieutenant Latham at Campo PG 47 which 
was situated in Modena, Northern Italy and cancelled 
with a Hawera C.D.S 8th JE 43. New Zealand purple 
crowned DDA/3 censor marking applied together with an 
unknown purple boxed 77 over ‘I’ marking.

Ref 

1. The Postage Stamps of NZ Volume IX page 330

2. NZ Postal Stationery Catalogue Part 3 Page G.2.

3. ‘Treasured Letters’ by B Scott and R Startup 2011
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1943 8th June 1/- unframed used Blue 
Aerogramme. Catalogue GA.3a

The reverse bears an Italian marking ‘Ufficio Censura
Posta Estera I’ (Censorship Office Abroad) and a 
further cancellation ‘Verificato Per Censura’ (Verified 
By Censor) when passed. Two further unknown 
markings applied in purple ‘34’ and an 81 over ‘I’ 
within a 23mm circle. Unrecorded flap cut type C as 
per ‘treasured Letters’ by B Scott and R Startup 2011 
Page 140 

The message within contains the following

1. Dear Don, I have just realised that we can write 
you a few lines. I thought it was only next of kin.

2. What a day it will be when old friends are united 
again and the world resumes some of its usual 
tranquillity.

3. Mr Mc Ree has been ill for about 9 months and is  
now resigning from the AA. That means that Frank 
will be No 1 Patrol . He has been kept very busy 
lately. They have another patrol , a retuned man 
who was with Ivor.  

4. Well Don, this is rather hard to write as I don’t 
want to put in anything I shouldn’t
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1945 20th May – Used POW 
postcard addressed to Fukuoka No 
2 camp on the Island of Koyagi
Shima in Nagasaki Bay, Japan. Cat 
GB.1a

Postcard cancelled with a Timaru C.D.S 2? MAY 
2-PM  with the date annotated on the reverse 
noted as the 20th May 1945. Purple censor 
Cachet DDA/10 applied and addressed to Ian 
Francis Shipman an ordinary Signalman on HMS 
Exeter lost in the battle of Java sea in 1942. 

The Postage Stamps of NZ Volume IX page 
333/334 published by the RPSNZ in 2006 states 
that only four used covers are known to have 
survived of which two were not delivered. This 
is the best surviving example of the only two 
that were actually received by the POW.   

Water damage due to the standard Japanese 
practice of soaking off the stamp to check that 
no notes had been written underneath. Ex J F 
Wilson collection.

Ref

1. The Postage Stamps of NZ Volume IX page 
333/334

2. NZ Postal Stationery Catalogue Part 3 Page 
G.7.

3. ‘Treasured Letters’ by B Scott and R Startup
2011 Page 82/92

22/05/2021 6



1945 20th May – Used POW 
postcard addressed to Fukuoka 
No 2 camp on the Island of 
Koyagi Shima in Nagasaki Bay, 
Japan. Cat GB.1a

Note – message instructions, must be TYPED 
or written clearly in BLOCK LETTERS. 
MESSAGES MUST NOT BE LONGER THAN 25 
WORDS.

‘20.5.45

Dear Son

All Well. Win home sick leave.

Returned to Christchurch.

Jack on shore celebrating.

Ian Alexander home soon.

All soon reunited.

Love

Mother’  
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