
THE DELIVERY AND SURVEY FLIGHTS OF AOTEAROA 
 

TEAL 1939 - 1940 



Announcement of the formation of Tasman Empire 
Airlines 24 August 1938/Appointment Turnill 



Len Turnill Engineer who supervised the construction of the Air Base Mechanics Bay, New Zealand 

Press release announcing the arrival of Turnill and 
below detail in the final 2 paragraphs the construction of 
the Braby pontoon. 



Imperial Airways Press Release confirming 
details of the flight of the ‘Aotearoa’. 



Below is a photo of the ‘Awarua’ (nearest) and ‘Aotearoa’ at their moorings off 
the TEAL block. In the foreground is the Braby pontoon, the second to be 
constructed and the first to be used in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Newspaper article describing his career to date at the time of the survey 
flight Auckland to Sydney 

Mr LE Turnill - Career 



Short S30 Flying Boat ZK-AMA ‘Aotearoa’ 

The aircraft was assembled under Imperial Airways G-
AFDA ‘Cumberland’ and renamed at launch as 
‘Awarua’. The first flight was on the 10 May 1939 and 
the certificate of airworthiness granted on the 12 May. 
It was then transferred to TEAL under registration ZK-
AMC. After representations by the NZ Government who 
wanted the first available aircraft to be named Aotearoa. 
The plane was then finally registered as ZK-AMA 
‘Aotearoa’. 

They arrived at Sydney on August 26 1939 
departing 2 days later for Auckland. 



Survey Flight ‘Aotearoa’ – Auckland – Sydney and return 24-30 September 1939 

The First survey flight of the Aotearoa left Auckland for Sydney on the 24 
September 1939.Captain Burgess was again at the controls with a crew of 2nd 
Office FG Craig, GW Cussans and R Phillips with passengers 12 persons in all 
were on the flight. 
 The passengers included – F Maurice Clarke, Manager of Union Airways and 

co-pilot on the survey flight to Fiji and Tonga. Mr LE Turnill, Chief Engineer 
at Auckland Airbase, Squadron Leader AG Garrard service Manager of Union 
Airways, Mr LN Larsen, Officer in charge of the Government’s meteorological 
station at Auckland, Mr J Paul Chief Accountant Union Airways, Mr FL 
Williams radio operator at Auckland and Mr ED Nicholl radio Technician at 
Auckland. 
 The flight to Sydney took 8 hours and 25 minutes with the return flight on the 

30 September taking 9 hours and 10 minutes. Both flights were uneventful. 
An announcement had been made that no mail would be carried on either flight 
a few courtesy coves have been recorded such as this which was flown from the UK to 
New Zealand and back to Australia. Mr LE Turnill was in fact on loan from Imperial 
Airways to construct the flying boat base at Mechanics Bay. 



‘Aotearoa’ Survey Flights – Fiji 7-10 September and 21-23 October 1939 

Whilst waiting for Tasman Empire Airways to 
complete its formation work and for the arrival of a 
second flying boat. Captain Burgess was tasked with 
making a survey flight to Fiji. 
 Fiji was to be the first leg of a proposed British 

Trans-Pacific air service once the Trans Tasman 
Service was established. 
 The majority of the mail carried on the first survey 

flight and the first official mail to be despatched 
from the Island received no special marking or was 
charged an air fee as it had accumulated awaiting 
the next steamer service. As a result very little mail 
has been identified from the approx. 1,000 items 
flown. 
 A further flight with Captain Burgess again in 

command left Auckland on the 21 October for Fiji. 
This time Tonga was included in the stops made 
arriving the same day at Nukualofa, Tonga. 
2,000 letters are recorded from Suva to Auckland 
and beyond. 25 letters were carried in addition from 
Suva to Nukualofa all of which were addressed to 
Government Officials. 
 Postage Rate 2d. Backstamped the days after arrival 

2 OC 39 11.30am. 



‘Aotearoa’ Survey Flight – Tonga – New Zealand 

The Aotearoa arrived at Nukualofa, Tonga on the 21 
October and left on the 23 October For New Zealand. 
This is one of approx. 250 covers carried and was part of 
the late mail accepted receiving the cachet ‘Nukualofa 
23 Oct 4am’. 
The plane again collected the mail that had accumulated 
due to the reduced frequency of the steamer service in 
war time conditions. There was no surcharge for the air 
service mail being charge at the surface rate of 2 1/2d. 
The majority of mail carried was for onward 
transmission from Auckland by the mail steamer to 
Sydney. 
The letter it carried is of interest as it was sent by one of 
the guests on the flight over the island the previous day- 
‘we have the opportunity of sending a mail away by the 
flying boat Aotearoa. She arrived this morning from 
Suva and we all had a flight in her all over Tongatabu 
and nearly to Suva about . an hour in all. It was simply 
glorious – Mrs Armstrong was the only lady taken up. I 
think about 18 or 19 aboard…. 
If you had one cruise in one of these flying boats you 
would not have any further fear of them – coming down 
was simply perfect and we touched the water and taxied 
along without the slightest hiccup of any kind – in fact 
the only way to tell that we had touched the water again 
was the spray. The banking turns while in flight are quite 
comfortable and there was no sensation of any roll or 
anything like that. Also we were able to walk about and 
look out and go up into the control room in fact anything 
while in flight. You would never choose a steamer for 
travel when you had experienced the flying ship.’ 



Tasman Empire Airways - TEAL 

Formed on the 25 April 1940 as a joint company between the NZ Government, Union Airways, Qantas and BOAC 
in order to operate a weekly service between Sydney (Rose Bay) and Auckland (Mechanics Bay). 
Union Airways was to operate local services between the main cities within New Zealand with the UK Government 
providing Flying Boats to operate across the Tasman. The Agreement had been announced in 1938 but had been 
delayed due to the need for Imperial Airways to replace aircraft damaged in a series of accidents. 



Congratulations Telegram from Fergus McMaster Chairman Qantas Empire Airways 



First Regular Trans Tasman Flight – Mail from New Zealand to the UK 

After TEAL was formed on the 25 April 
1940 the PO’s in NZ and Australia 
announced that mail would be accepted 
and expedited over local air services 
where required. A special purple cachet 
was to be added to the covers. Postage 
Rate to the UK 1/6 per . oz. Postcards 
9d.Approx 41,000 items of mail were 
carried. 
 The aircraft departed 30 April 1940 

arriving at Sydney 9 hours later. 



First Regular Trans Tasman Flight – Mail between Australia and New Zealand 

Mail for Australia was 5d per . oz and 
was back stamped in Sydney 3pm 30 
April 1940. 
 The return flight was made on the 2 May 

Pilot JW Burgess and First Officer D 
Craig. 
 Landing in Auckland 8 hours later. No 

special cachets were applied to the mail. 
Unusually below a luggage tag was used .
Walker mentions the twin to this in his book 
External Airmails of NZ. 



FAM 14 – Hong Kong – San Francisco 

Introduced to connect to Imperial Airways Services and China 



FAM 18 – Transatlantic Mail 

The US PO announced on 10 May 1939 a 
new service from 20 May 1939 from New 
York to Marseilles via the Azores and Lisbon 
as an alternative to via Hong Kong. 
 Cover backstamped Marseilles 22 May was 

transferred to Air France to Croydon then 
Imperial Airways possibly SE130 that left 
Southampton on the 25 May arriving Sydney 
3 June 1939.  



Via Australia, Hong Kong, USA and Lisbon 20 June 1940 – 19 July 1940 

The only ‘All Air’ option in this period was TEAL to Australia then BOAC to Hong Kong where mail was transferred to 
PAN AM FAM 14 to San Francisco, FAM 18 New York to Lisbon and finally BOAC to Heston. 
 One of only 2 recorded covers cancelled Wellington 2 July 1940 receiving censor marks in New Zealand and Hong 

Kong. Postal Rate 8/- per . oz. It would have been carried by TEAL on AW81a that left Auckland for Sydney on the 10 
July in the Aotearoa. 
 Then transferred to BOAC WS4 to Bangkok arriving on the 14 July in Cameronian. The following day it was flown to 

Hong Kong in the Dardanus on BOAC service BH253. Back Stamp Victoria 15 July. 
 The next weekly Pan Am flight departed on the 17 July arriving San Francisco 23 July. 



FAM 19 Auckland to San Francisco 20 July 1940 -  

First Flight cover rate 6/3 all air to the 
UK. Purple cachet applied to mail. 

Boeing B-314A – Anzac Clipper used on the route June-
December 1941. 



India – Auckland - USA 

Postcard rate were increased 
wef 23 May 1941 to R1.1 
inclusive to the USA. 
 Potential route – 

BOAC NE90 left India on the 
6/7 June arriving in Sydney on 
the 12 June in the Cooee. 
Trans Tasman AE78 to 
Auckland 14/15 June in the 
Aotearoa. 
 Pan Am FAM19 departed 

Auckland 21 June arriving in 
San Francisco on the 25 June 
followed by an internal flight 
to New York 
 The reverse of the card 

comments on the restrictions 
placed by the Indian 
Government on the import of 
stamps and albums 
EX Proud 
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