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Stamped to Private Order (STPO),
Printed to Private Order (PTPO)

or Privately Printed (PP)

First item of postal stationery, a postcard, issued on 1st November 1876.

The earliest dated privately printed postcard is for the Timaru Herald, postmarked 13th January 1877.

In 1892 the idea of Stamped to Private Order postal stationery was introduced by the Post Office.

The first STPO card was produced in 1892 for Austin Walsh & Co, Tobacco, Cigars and Cigarettes.

The Post Office started offering a service that businesses were already doing for 15 years!!



So what is the difference:

Stamped or Printed to Private Order – The Post Office either printed the cards for a business, or printed the 
postage indicum on cards already printed by the business. 

65 Cards Recorded – either seen or known from records.

Privately Printed – Businesses had their details / advertisement / message, etc. printed onto then current postal 
postcards.

428 Queen Victoria Postcards
117 King Edward VII
340 King George V 
118 King George VI
232 Queen Elizabeth II 

1,235 Privately Printed Postcards currently recorded

Plus:

86 Non-Stationery Postcards



1897 New Zealand Cyclists Touring Club 

PTPO – the Cycling Club supplied the card, but the Post 
Office printed all of the details as well as the postage 
indicum.

Printed To Private Order



1904 KEVII

Stamped To Private Order

190? KEVII

Stephen D. Schumann
Collection



1892 Austin Walsh & Co. – STPO

The first STPO cards.  Small size for inclusion
in packets of Atlas cigarettes.

Believed to be the worlds smallest postcard. 



1902 Kempthorne, Prosser, & Co. 

Stamped to Private Order Card, the second 
printing undertaken for Kempthorne, Prosser – 
the first was in 1899.



Kempthorne, Prosser, & Co.

Used 1885. Printed on the 1881 second postcard.

Kempthorne, Prosser wouldn’t utilise the Post 
Offices’ STPO service until 1899.



The earliest recorded postcards, sent by the 
Postmaster General, 20th October 1876.



Timaru Herald – Notice of new Subscription Service.

Earliest recorded example of a Privately Printed postcard.

Subscription Services.



Rates Demands.

1890

1891

1894

1910

Waimea County Council – Rates demands for Waimea 
County Council, various years, printed on the reverse of 
the QV 1d Blue (1890 – 1894) and KEVII ½d Blue (1910) 
postcards.
 



Dispatch Notices.

Hancock & Co – 
Dispatch Notice on KEVII 
1903 1d Blue Postcard 

Challenge Phosphate Co Ltd. – 
Dispatch Notice on KGVI 1940 
1d on ½d Green Postcard 



Order Forms.

Cadburys and Duckworth, 
Turner & Co. Ltd - Order forms 
on 1924 or 1932 KGV ½d Green 
Postcard. 



Calling Cards.

The Great Northern 
Brewery Ltd – Calling 
Card on 1890 QV 1d 
Blue Postcard. 

Kapai Boot Factory – 
Calling Card on 1901 
QV 1d Brown Postcard. 



Advertisements.

Advertisement for Majestic 
Theatre’s showing of Little 
Dorrit – on 1924 KGV ½d 
Green Postcard. 

Advertisement for Manthel 
Motors Ltd, Holden cars – on 
1971 QEII 3c Green Postcard. 



Societies and Institution's.

Notice of Meeting for the 
Napier Savage Club – on 
1919 KGV 1d Dominion 
Postcard. 

Advertisement for the 
Dunedin Race Ball – on 1886 
QV 1d Red-brown Postcard. 



Elections.

Election Notice for John 
Connal for Lyttelton harbour 
Board – on 1891 QV 1d 
Brown Illustrated Postcard. 

John won the election with 
380 votes to his rivals 321.

Election Notice for C.M. 
Gray for Mayor of 
Christchurch – on 1903 
KEVII 1d Blue Postcard. 

Charles won the election 
with 3264 votes, his closest 
rival secured 952.
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