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WORLD WAR I
➢Conscription – November 1916

➢ Troublesome, sent overseas (July 1917) - 14

➢ Sent to Etaples Camp in France - 10/14

➢ Sent to the Front - 2

At the end of the war: 273 Conscientious Objectors released in November 1920.
No voting rights for 10 years and could not work for Government

Category Approximate Number

Men imprisoned for refusing all 
forms of military service

286

Men who made appeals to Boards 
and who were exempt on 
religious or other grounds

100

Men who would not bear arms 
but served in non-combatant 
units

350

Number of conscripts who failed 
to turn up or deserted

2155



Harry and Cecil Wardell (at right of picture) in uniform with other members of the Red Cross Ambulance Unit



WORLD WAR II

➢ Conscription June 1940

➢ 5,000 applied for exemption with 3,000 appeals

➢ 20% allowed

➢ 40% allowed conditionally

➢ 40% refused

➢ 70% of conditional exemptions refused to serve

➢ 803 non-exempted men refused to serve and were classified as defaulters



Defaulters Camps in the North Island

Whitanui Camp

Paiaka Camp

Strathmore Camp

Hautu Camp 
Adjacent to  
Turangi Prison

+ Camp at 
Balmoral in North 
Canterbury



Whenuaroa (Strathmore) Detention Camp.



Some of the defaulters at Hautu Camp



WILLIAM FREDERICK  BRETT
Detained (from the correspondence) at least between 4 June 1942 and 1 April 1946

From:
The Nelson Evening Mail
Vol. 76 April 1941. Page 6

From:
The Nelson Evening Mail
Vol. 76 April 1941. Page 6



WILLIAM BRETT APPEALS



WILLIAM GROTTE: PERSONAL REPORT AND WORK DIRECTION



Number of 
envelopes

Dates Addressed to

5 4/6/42 – 22/6/42 Strathmore, Whenuaroa

19 5/7/42 – 17/7/43 Paiaka

1 9/8/43 Strathmore

1 18/8/43 Paiaka

2 16/9/43 – 22/9/43 Hautu

2 ?1944 – 5/6/45 Paiaka

1 1/4/46 Strathmore

THE CORRESPONDENCE:
 ALL ADDRESSED TO BRETT



Regulation 5



Censorship:

Each page was censored 
in many of the letters



And parts removed



TYPE 1 CENSOR CACHET
(Hautu 4/6/42 – 22/6/42)

TYPE 2 CENSOR CACHET
Paiaka (5/7/42 – 28/1/43)



TYPE 3 CENSOR CACHET
Paiaka 18/2/43 – 25/2/43)

TYPE 4 CENSOR CACHET
Paiaka 19/3/43 – 14/6/43)
Hautu 16/9/43



TYPE 5 CENSOR CACHET
Paiaka 17/7/43

TYPE 6 CENSOR CACHET
Paiaka 10/6/43



The Correspondence: Total: 31 envelopes

Number of 
envelopes

Dates Addressed to Censor Cachet 
Type

Numbers

5 4/6/42 – 22/6/42 Strathmore, 
Whenuaroa

1 2,3,4

10 5/7/42 – 28/1/43 Paiaka 2 1,2,3

2 18/2/43 – 25/2/43 Paiaka 3 2

4 19/3/43 – 22/4/43
(+ 14/6/43)

Paiaka 4 4,6

2 9/6/43 – 17/7/43 Paiaka 5 4

1 10/6/43 (from 
letter)

Paiaka 6 5

7 9/8/43 – 1/4/46 Hautu (2), 
Paiaka (3)

Strathmore (2)

None One to Hautu 
with Type 4 on 
letter dated 22 

SP 43 but no 
mark on 
envelope



803 Defaulters at peak

476 still detained at the end of the War including 58 in prison

Released in 1946

Deprived of the vote and banned from working for the 
Government for 10 years – the only Commonwealth country to 
enforce this 



THE END

QUESTIONS / COMMENTS


	Slide 1: CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS IN NEW ZEALAND
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20

