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Samoan Clipper — First New Zealand airmail to the US

Arrival on 26 December 1937 broadcast live
and greeted by thousands, including PM —
Michael Savage

Initially intended as a survey flight carrying | e
no mail, however departs NZ on 2 January
1938 with 25,134 items of mail

Savage commemorates the flight by
writing a letter and sending a gift to the US
president, Franklin Roosevelt

B2 ik Lt e AN, 8
Pan American Airways ‘Samoan Clipper’ (NC-16734) berthed at

Mechanics Bay, Waitemata Harbour, 26 December 1937
Photo credit: Alexander Turnbull Library




MESSAGE AND GIFI
PREMIER TQ PRESIDENT

° FRIENDSHIP WITH U.8.A
M ed Ia COVe ra ge (By Telegraph-—Press Asscciation.)

AUCKLAND, December Z28.

P . . Az a ,:-_e?tum] c:\f f.{fqd”ﬂﬂp Q:D;T\T\rnr
Savage’s gift and letter gave the NZ media America, & letter of grecting, accon:
panied by a gift of & :

an additional hook to report the flight, with mrade travelling rus i b

lhe Prime Iinister, tho_ Rt
coverage of both the posting and delivery
. . ERoosevelt, through the rrl'.-@d::_ 1 1
in Washington only 7 days after departure Arst frans-Paciic air mail, which wil

be carried from Auckiand by Pan-

American  Airways' Samoan Clipper.
from NZ In his recent public u ces i
Auckland the Prime Minisier
stregsed the significance of having on
Lhe waters of the Walle
’ H time flying-boais of both 1 Adr
Roosevelt’s response, acknowledging the ways and Pan-American Airways. He
has made it clear that New Fealand

gift, Was reportEd in NZ papers on FEbruary values highly the air link with the

United Statez, and this sentiment iz

Prime Minster

24 (after the tragic crash of Samoan Clipper Erewdent Ropeevelt, the text of which Michael J. Savage

is as follows.-—

with the loss of her crew)

LIE FLOWN FROM N.Z
PRESIDENT REPLIES Uiiives e greab_glibsiis. 0 UG FOR PRESIDENT
AIR MA'L GREETINGS AND GIFT acknowledge receipt of your holiday ROOSEVELT
grectings sent by the first dxr._-ut‘mr
mail from New Zealand to the United WASHINGTON. January 8
[PRr Uwitio Press ASSOCIATION.] S:_t:‘m-g: Q’ji'lxl:;ml‘l‘nlm;;'.l'l'rr:(xflltoxxwf:‘t:w:(l)lrz‘sa ;(I*lrd Pan-American Airways' represegias
WELLINGTON, February 24. :llz(nLu;};nnSll;n<la)\\:cv<! |)_\Tti=c recent disaster tive. Mr, William McAvoy. on behalf
The Prime Minister (Mr '\‘;"""l'r“'l", has I am sure this new means of communi- of the Prime Minister of New Zealand,
received Jrom President Roosevelt a  cation will tighten still more the honds Mr. M. J. Savuge, «piesented to Mr.
personal letter conveying greetings and  of friendship and goodwill between the Marvin Melntyre, who acted on behalf
thanks for the best wishes t'..\lunlh;d two countries. } Tich of President Roosevelt, a steamer rug,
to him by Mr Savage. ;\'l.r h;;x':kg%: 5 “ Thank '\Ul also fn.r tho ,:1,{: whic flown from Now' Zealand in seven
letter was included in the first air mail  accompanied your letter. I shall keep ki 5 o
carried by the Samoan Clipper from it as a valued memento of your great days over the new ._v-c,c»ab.':.fhcd route
New Zealand to America, and accom- country.—With best wishes for a happy from New Zealand to Honolulu.
panying it was the gift of a rug. P}'ll‘- acw year, }‘ am, very ?\‘n“‘?r"‘:" _.‘"l‘"}';": The rug wonld have arrived even
sident Roosevelt's letter read as fol- Frankiuy D. Raesevelt. = sooner, but adverse weather condi-
lows:— tions over the United States slightly

delayed its arvival




The Stamp Collecting President

FDR reportedly asked the State Department
to forward interesting mail items to him for
his collection - WH received 3000 pieces of
mail per day

Upon his death, FDR’s there was tension
between his private collection and
Presidential public records

FDR’s family commissions H. R. Harmer of
New York to auction his collection. Pre-
auction estimates valued the collection at
S$80,000 USD, with much of the material of
relatively low philatelic value. However, high
public interest pushed the total realized to
$228,000, the equivalent of approximately
$1.3 million in 2025
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What of the Savage — FDR Letter and Cover?

DOMINION OF NEW ZuALAND

FROM THE FRANKLIN D. ROOS ELT COLLECT]
AUTHENTICATED BY H. K. HARMER INC,, N, Y.

Y ZCALAND s a
A i ,
. 3 F/R. ) SA
i Zosrsce o A UV, VT : 57 AUR May Obverse with transit cancel at San Francisco
Prime "ﬂmtst& 2 Q) -CEMBER 57 6 Jan 1938
NEW ZEMAN : \j

First Flight Cover addressed to President Roosevelt, Washington
Bearing 4/6 franking, cancelled at Auckland 28 December 1937



The Letter

FDR with ‘Missy’ Lehand (undated)
FDR Library

SOMINION OF NEW JCALAND
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L. A. SANDERSON,
WELLINGTON,

NEW ZEALAND.
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