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Samoan Clipper – First New Zealand airmail to the US 

Pan American Airways ‘Samoan Clipper’ (NC-16734) berthed at 
Mechanics Bay, Waitemata Harbour, 26 December 1937

Photo credit: Alexander Turnbull Library

Arrival on 26 December 1937 broadcast live 
and greeted by thousands, including PM 
Michael Savage

Initially intended as a survey flight carrying 
no mail, however departs NZ on 2 January 
1938 with 25,134 items of mail 

Savage commemorates the flight by 
writing a letter and sending a gift to the US 
president, Franklin Roosevelt



Media Coverage
Savage’s gift and letter gave the NZ media 
an additional hook to report the flight, with 
coverage of  both the posting and delivery 
in Washington only 7 days after departure 
from NZ

Roosevelt’s response, acknowledging the 
gift, was reported in NZ papers on February 
24 (after the tragic crash of Samoan Clipper 
with the loss of her crew)

Prime Minster 

Michael J. Savage 



The Stamp Collecting President

FDR reportedly asked the State Department
to forward interesting mail items to him for
his collection - WH received 3000 pieces of
mail per day

Upon his death, FDR’s there was tension
between his private collection and
Presidential public records

FDR’s family commissions H. R. Harmer of
New York to auction his collection. Pre-
auction estimates valued the collection at
$80,000 USD, with much of the material of
relatively low philatelic value. However, high
public interest pushed the total realized to
$228,000, the equivalent of approximately
$1.3 million in 2025



What of the Savage – FDR Letter and Cover?

First Flight Cover addressed to President Roosevelt, Washington
Bearing 4/6 franking, cancelled at Auckland 28 December 1937

Obverse with transit cancel at San Francisco 

6 Jan 1938



The Letter

FDR with ‘Missy’ Lehand (undated)

FDR Library
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