
 Christmas Greetings 
from the Troops 



 The Waimana, H.M.N.Z. Transport No.12, departed  Auckland for Wellington on October 11th 1914.  
 

 She joined the convoy of 10 ships carrying the Main Body of the New Zealand Expeditionary Force which sailed from Wellington on October 15th. 



Christmas card produced by S.J.Clarke & Co. Ltd. 45 Moor Lane, London and 
sent  from France in 1917. 
 
The New Zealand Division had been involved in the battle of Messines in June  
and in the battles of Broodseinde and Passchendaele in October 



Christmas card sent from France in 1917 



Christmas and New Year card 1918-1919 from the New Zealand Engineers. 
 

Victory at last.   
 

In 21 days, the New Zealanders marched  about 250 km  from France 
  

through Belgium reaching Germany on December 19th. 



 
1940 Christmas card designed by Peter McIntyre. 

 
 

The card is countersigned by the censor H. Cully 
 
 
 



1941 Christmas card of the 2nd  NZ Expeditionary Force designed by Peter McIntyre. 
 

Peter McIntyre (1910 – 1995) was New Zealand’s official war artist during World War II. 
 

His work was recognised by the issue of a set of stamps in 1998 depicting four of his paintings. 



1943 Christmas card from 2NZEF in the Middle East. 
 

The card was designed by Neville Collins 



Christmas card designed by  A. Folchi-Vici 
 

Sent from Italy in 1944 by a member of B Company , the 23rd Battalion 



A Christmas airletter designed by Peter McIntyre for the 2nd NZEF. 
 

This was sent by Private A.K. Thompson from M.P.O. KW5 on October 7th 1944  
when the Division was at Virserba near Rimini in Italy. 

 
The crowned shield PASSED BY CENSOR No. 7958 is signed by C.A.Dodds 



Christmas and New Year card for 1943-1944 from the NZEF in the Pacific. 
 

It was produced for the National Patriotic Fund Board. 



Envelope with Christmas card  for 1944 – 1945 sent from H.M.N.Z.S. Hawera cancelled in purple with N.Z.E.F. FIELD POST OFFICE. 
 

A violet boxed rectangular PASSED BY NAVAL CENSOR No. 12 (NEW ZEALAND), assigned to the Naval Officer in Charge, Fiji, is signed by a lieutenant in the RNVR 



An airgraph service instruction and message sheet for Christmas and New Year 1944 – 1945. 
 

The airgraph service between the Middle East and England was introduced in 1941 and then from Cairo to Wellington in 1943.  Each airgraph cost 3d. 
 

The service ended in 1945 by which time  2 million forms had been used. 
 
 



A 1943 Christmas airgraph sent on November 9th by 
 Private Thomason of the 24th Battalion 2NZEF, which was then 

part of the Eighth Army.   
 

It was about this time that the 8th Army had moved from  
North Africa to Italy. 



A Christmas Greetings from the Mediterranean airgraph of unknown date. 
 
The sender, Corporal Penman, was in B Depot at the Advanced Base. 



A 1944 Christmas airgraph sent from Italy. 
(courtesy of Andrew Dove) 



A 1943 Christmas V-mail sent on December 10th by Staff Sergeant E.J. 
Roberts of the First Marine Amphibious Corps 

 
V···-Mail was the American equivalent of the airgraph service 



1940 Christmas Dinner menu in the Sergeants’ Mess at the 1st NZ Convalescent Depot in Moascar. 
 

(Courtesy of Andrew Dove) 



Christmas card produced by the Christchurch City Council and Libraries in 2018 
  

as part of the New Zealand WW100 commemoration 
  

‘Remembering the First World War 1914 – 1918’. 
  


