Christmas Greetings
from the Troops



The Waimana, H.M.N.Z. Transport No.12, departed Auckland for Wellington on October 11t 1914.

She joined the convoy of 10 ships carrying the Main Body of the New Zealand Expeditionary Force which sailed from Wellington on October 15t.
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Wishing you A MERRY XMAS and 2
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From /oo reia
NEW ZEALAND EXPEDITIONARY FORCE




Christmas card produced by S.J.Clarke & Co. Ltd. 45 Moor Lane, London and
sent from France in 1917.

The New Zealand Division had been involved in the battle of Messines in June
and in the battles of Broodseinde and Passchendaele in October
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Christmas card sent from France in 1917

Heartiest Gmeﬁngs

Kmas & New Year
. 71918

THOUOH ALL WE KHOW DEFART,
Tue OLp CoMManamENT STaNBs
In CoUmAGR WEEP YOUR HEANTE
[N ETHENGTH LIFT UPF YOUR HAMDE '

Wusvann Hienmy
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Christmas and New Year card 1918-1919 from the New Zealand Engineers.
Victory at last.
In 21 days, the New Zealanders marched about 250 km from France

through Belgium reaching Germany on December 19th.

HE 1S SOMEWHERE N FRANCE AND AS BUSY AS BLAZES
DOING IS PRAGMENT TO MAKE THE WAR END,

AND ME IS THINKING OF YOU, FOR ONE OF IS WAYS (IS ;
NOT TO FORGET TO REMEMBER A MRIEND- 1o

3
HE'S A SAPPER AND DOESHT DENY THAT HE'S FED UP <
LIKE EVERYONE ELSE OF DODGING THE SMELL . .
BUT AT ALL OTHER TIMES HE HAS STILL GOT MIS HEAD UP
AND SENDS YOU THIS CARD TO TELL YOV HE'S WELL.

AND WHATEVER HE'S AT WHETHER MAKING OR BREAKING
IN TRENCH OR IN BIVVIE. IN SUN ORIN RAIN.

HELL BE PAVSING TO-DAY.IN THE PAINS HE IS TAKING
WISHING GOD BLESS YOV AND BLESS YOU AGAIN.
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1940 Christmas card designed by Peter Mclintyre.

The card is countersigned by the censor H. Cully
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1941 Christmas card of the 2" NZ Expeditionary Force designed by Peter Mclintyre.
Peter Mcintyre (1910 — 1995) was New Zealand’s official war artist during World War .

His work was recognised by the issue of a set of stamps in 1998 depicting four of his paintings.
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1943 Christmas card from 2NZEF in the Middle East.

The card was designed by Neville Collins
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A Christmas airletter designed by Peter Mclintyre for the 2nd NZEF.

This was sent by Private A.K. Thompson from M.P.O. KW5 on October 7th 1944
when the Division was at Virserba near Rimini in ltaly.

The crowned shield PASSED BY CENSOR No. 7958 is signed by C.A.Dodds




Christmas and New Year card for 1943-1944 from the NZEF in the Pacific.

It was produced for the National Patriotic Fund Board.
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Envelope with Christmas card for 1944 — 1945 sent from H.M.N.Z.S. Hawera cancelled in purple with N.Z.E.F. FIELD POST OFFICE.

A violet boxed rectangular PASSED BY NAVAL CENSOR No. 12 (NEW ZEALAND), assigned to the Naval Officer in Charge, Fiji, is signed by a lieutenant in the RNVR
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An airgraph service instruction and message sheet for Christmas and New Year 1944 — 1945.
The airgraph service between the Middle East and England was introduced in 1941 and then from Cairo to Wellington in 1943. Each airgraph cost 3d.

The service ended in 1945 by which time 2 million forms had been used.
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A 1943 Christmas airgraph sent on November 9th by
Private Thomason of the 24th Battalion 2NZEF, which was then
part of the Eighth Army.

It was about this time that the 8th Army had moved from
North Africa to Italy.
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A Christmas Greetings from the Mediterranean airgraph of unknown date.

The sender, Corporal Penman, was in B Depot at the Advanced Base.




A 1944 Christmas airgraph sent from Italy.
(courtesy of Andrew Dove)
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A 1943 Christmas V-mail sent on December 10th by Staff Sergeant E.J.
Roberts of the First Marine Amphibious Corps

V----Mail was the American equivalent of the airgraph service
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We, of the First Marine Amphibious Corps,
wish you a Merry Christmas
and & Happy New Yaur. gty
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1940 Christmas Dinner menu in the Sergeants’ Mess at the 1%t NZ Convalescent Depot in Moascar.

Sgts' MESS
1* N. Z. CONVALESCENT DEPOT
MOASCAR, EGYPT,

XMAS. DINNER
1940

MENU

The average mans idea of infernal

decoration is a sguare meal.
“ Denver. ™

(Courtesy of Andrew Dove)

Xmas. Dinner

-ﬂEE—

Tomalo Soup,

Ponfried Fillets, Fich, Butter lca.

Roast Seasaned Leg of Pork,
Apple Souce, Saratoga Chips.

Roast Seasoned Duck.
Boidelgise Sce,

Steomed Couliflower,
Cream Sce. Green Peas,
Boked and Boiled Potatoes.

¥mas. Pudding, Sce. Cognoce.

Welsh Rerebit,

Colfees.

Fresh Fruit ond Nuts,

Beer, Wine and Spirits.

“ Serenely Fall *, the Epicure wounld say,
“ Fale cannat harm me, T fope dined {odag™
W Skdneg Smith".



A Christmas Greeting

s

Christmas card produced by the Christchurch City Council and Libraries in 2018
as part of the New Zealand WW100 commemoration

‘Remembering the First World War 1914 — 1918’

Perchance across the Battle Field,
The Angelus may chime,
Qr some old bell in leafy dell
Announce the honoured time.
Lel every echo bring to mind
The hearts that hold you dear,
With all the love they send to you

At Xmas and New Year,
Roslyn.

A Christmas Greeting - Kia Ora,



