
New Zealand’s First Christmas Stamp 

New Zealand’s Health stamps have become 

synonymous with support for Health camps. Although the 

money raised with the first issue was used to support 

Health camps, the emphasis was on a Christmas Charity 

Campaign against TB and the stamps were often 

referred to informally as ‘Christmas seals’. 
 

This can be seen from the quote by the Prime Minister 

and the adverts on the next slide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The stamps were issued on 11th December 1929, in time for the Christmas mail. 

 

The 1929,1930 and 1931 issues all feature the Cross of Lorraine, the international 

symbol in the fight against TB. It was 1932 before ‘Charity’ was replaced by ‘Health’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1929 Adverts 



Sheet Layout 

The paper for the 1929 and 1930 issues 

 was that used for the GV definitives, but 

 divided in two. Hence only half the printed 

 sheets have sheet numbers at top right. 

 

The paper had letter watermarks in the 

margins. To ensure that the letter  

watermarks did not appear on the printed  

stamps, the sheet of stamps printed on the 

right hand half are skewed to the left. 

 

That means that the sheets have a wide margin on the right and a narrow margin on 

the left. Sheets of stamps printed on the left hand half sheet are skewed to the right 

and so have a wide margin on the left and a narrow margin on the right. 



Increased Prominence of Health Camps 

1930 1931 



Health Stamps = Health Camps 

1932 Poster 

1932 Publicity Label 


