New Zealand’s First Christmas Stamp

New Zealand’s Health stamps have become
synonymous with support for Health camps. Although the
money raised with the first issue was used to support
Health camps, the emphasis was on a Christmas Charity
Campaign against TB and the stamps were often
referred to informally as ‘Christmas seals’.

This can be seen from the quote by the Prime Minister
and the adverts on the next slide.

To the Minister of Health,

Please convey to the people of New Zealand my best wishes for

the abounding success of the Christmas Stamp Campaign against
Tuberculosis. It is a worthy appeal and will, 1 am sure, meet

with a generous response. : o
JOSEPH G. WARD, Prime M inister.

The stamps were issued on 11" December 1929, in time for the Christmas mail.

The 1929,1930 and 1931 issues all feature the Cross of Lorraine, the international
symbol in the fight against TB. It was 1932 before ‘Charity’ was replaced by ‘Health’.



1929 Adverts

Help

o st%np out
GHOA H"YS—J AMP ) TUBERCULOSIS

CHRISTMAS GOODWILL

t th tub 1 ff - I NEW TRALAND
St et 5| Put a Charity Stamp

A 2d. Charity Stamp represents

A PENNYWORTH OF POSTAGE, =5 on EVERY Letter!

AND

A PENNYWOHTH OF HEALTH THIS Christmas, let every letter bear a message of sympathy and help;
For a potential, incipient, a 2d. Charity Stamp--1d. for postage and 1d. for (E’hildren threat-
or actual case of ened with Tuberculosis. Help stamp this dread disease right out of New
Zealand. Everybody can help by buying a shilling or two's worth of

TUBERGULOSIS Charity Stamps. Get them at any Post ice; Two Shillings a dozen.
Help Save the Childrenl

Support this Initial Appeal!
You want your own and other kiddies to

. EL P BUY HE A LTH Your heart goes out to those unfortunates afflicted w up healthy and strong, Tha prentes
with “T.B.” Help others avoid this fearful disease sc'ri:jgeﬁ we can g_glc Dil.i|r b::\r‘: and E‘:I-i-
by supporting this appeal. This inaugural year the ou ealt, is first Charity Saamp

“fOI' those who CannOt afford to buy‘ proceeds will be devoted to Children’s Health Camps mﬂmﬁ;‘: éf:]‘; nz‘:‘fja{’vdw“?g:':;';u:

and to the spreading of knowledge about Tuberculosis.  hand by buying some Charity Stamps !




Sheet Layout
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_ 'NEW ZEALANI |
The paper for the 1929 and 1930 issues B 12
was that used for the GV definitives, but

divided in two. Hence only half the printed

sheets have sheet numbers at top right.
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The paper had letter watermarks in the AN TR
margins. To ensure that the letter CT, LT
watermarks did not appear on the printed Sk
stamps, the sheet of stamps printed on the
right hand half are skewed to the left.

That means that the sheets have a wide margin on the right and a narrow margin on
the left. Sheets of stamps printed on the left hand half sheet are skewed to the right
and so have a wide margin on the left and a narrow margin on the right.



Increased Prominence of Health Camps

Help promote Health! g vy :: CHILDREN!

wit YOU help

this CHRISTMASTIDE by using

GHARITY SMMPS

YOUR MAIL-MATTER.
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1 has besmn %‘T.:ﬁh Imfmation in foc e mosl HIT?:‘ i : ; i W
A CHARITY STAMP C“ﬁ S TWOPENCE. o ONE PENNY o oot s
1d. for POSTAG . for HEALTH. CHILDREN'S HEALTH CAMPS.
4 BUY CHARITY STANPS_ an€” help to establish HELP THE CHILD :
CGHILDRENS HEALTH CAMES: FIGHT AGAINST TUBERCULOSIS.

1930 1931



Health Stamps = Health Camps

For IHIElalTIH camps

1932 Publicity Label

1932 Poster



