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The Chatham archipelago
are a small group of islands
situated 800km east of
New Zealand (almost two
hours flying time). 

Only two islands are
inhabited – Chatham and
the smaller Pitt Island –
with a total population
twice that of Lord Howe
Island.

2009 NZ Tikki Tour 
miniature sheetlet 

(note the 50¢ stamp depicting 
the Chatham Islands lobster )



New Zealander Vol. 12 No. 1067 (9 July 1856), 4

“The position of Postmaster enabled letters
to be left in Shand's hands for despatch
onwards by the first suitable ship and with
postage charges prepaid.” (R.M. Startup)



"Adhesive postage stamps had been issued
in New Zealand in July 1855 and it is
possible that Shand received stocks of
stamps... [∼ 10/- worth of Richardson Prints
by 1859]”

Startup, Robin McGill. 1975. Chatham Isles Mails.
Auckland: Postal History Society of New Zealand.



Startup, Robin McGill. 1975. Chatham Isles Mails.
Auckland: Postal History Society of New Zealand.

 "...manuscript cancellations, now
of some rarity, were used until a
datestamp was received in 1863." 

"Stamps were in use in the
Chathams by 1860 as a stamp
cancelled in manuscript by pen
and ink has been recorded" (11).
“...prepayment of postage stamps
became obligatory in 1862.” 

Marshall, A.R. 1983. New Zealand Postal Manuscripts.
Auckland: Postal History Society of New Zealand.



New Zealand

July 1865 (plate 2)

2d blue Queen Victoria (FFQ)

Large Star Watermark

Perf. 12 ½

SG114

(not SG113!)



Startup, Robin McGill. 1975. Chatham Isles Mails.
Auckland: Postal History Society of New Zealand.

According to Te Ara (online Encyclopedia
of NZ) & The Wellington Independent Vol.
8 No. 1960 (22 September 1863), p. 2, the
first postmaster, A.W. Shand, was
replaced by Captain William Thomas in
1863.

Startup, however, records his appointment as
"Resident Magistrate" from 11 April 1865, having got
this record from the Public Relations Division at the
Post Office Headquarters in Wellington. 



The Postage Stamps of New Zealand 
   Vol. 7 (1974), 165

"The Chatham Islands office was using an
obliterator (No. 49) and a date-stamp (No.
50) in 1865."

The Postage Stamps of New Zealand Vol. 3 (1974), 140



Collins, Peter. 1971. “The Chatham Islands”. Campbell Paterson Bulletin 8 (6): 3–4.

“The earliest recorded Item from the Chatham Islands is dated
1865. Stamps at that time were obliterated by a cross in a barred
oval, and a single-circle date stamp inscribed CHATHAM ISLANDS
around the circumference was used (Fig. 1). 

The Summer Sale (Schuyler J. Rumsey, 2020): Lot 297
“New Zealand, 1864, Queen Victoria "Chalon Head", 6d red brown,
perf 12½, Large Star watermark, vertical pair, tied on piece by
barred "X" in oval cancels with matching "Chatham Islands, De 26,
1865" town postmark, F.-V.F., a rare usage from the Chatham
Islands. Scott No. 36.” [Sold for USD$290]



New Zealand Society of Great Britain. The Kiwi Vol. 26 No. 6 (November 1977), 118.



New Zealand

July 1865 (plate 2)

2d blue Queen Victoria (FFQ)

Large Star Watermark

Perf. 12 ½

SG114



Lee & Watts (The Chalon Issues) 
Earliest recorded date for use of plate 2 is
23rd December 1865 

Campbell Paterson has it as July 1865.

The earliest recorded date for the first
Chatham Island date stamp (FFA 2.2) is
recorded in Vol 7 of the handbooks as 25th
December 1865 (likely the aforementioned
item auctioned by Schuyler Rumsey
Philatelic Auctions).

So did two ships visit the Chatham Islands
around this time, first bringing  new 2d plate
2 stamps, one of which receiving a
manuscript cancel before the next brought
the new date stamp which was used on the
25th December?
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