
THE KIWI

THE JOURNAL OF THENEW ZEALAND SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN
ISSN0964 7821

VOLUME 56, NUMBER 2, MARCH 2007 WHOLE NUMBER 322 I

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE SOCIETY WILL BE HELD ON MARCH 31ST 2007 AT THE
UNION JACK CLUB, SANDELL STREET, LONDON STARTING AT 11.00

THE MORNING WILL BE A MEMBERS SESSION

AND

THE SOCIETY BIENNIAL 12 SHEET COMPETITION WILL BE HELD STARTING AT 14.00.

MEMBERS PRESENT WILL JUDGE THE COMPETITION

FOR FURTHER DETAILS SEE PAGE 26 OF THIS ISSUE OF THE KIWI

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Enclosures 26

Membership 26

Next Meeting of the Society 26

Next Meeting of the Western Regional Group 26

Library Liaison Officer 26

Notes of the Meeting held in London on January 27th, 2007 27

From the Committee 31

Awards to Members 32

A Note on Kiwipex 32

Media Release (50 Years of New Zealand on Ice) 34

Review of Publications Received (Whangarei P.S. First 50 Years, Len Jury
Catalogue) 34

Official Sealing Labels and Tapes 36

Air Travel (N.Z.) Ltd. Flights of December 31 1934 40

A Continuing Research Study 43

The Society is affiliated to: The Association of British Philatelic Societies, The New Zealand
Philatelic Federation and the Midland Federation Annual Subscription £15.00

25



Honorary General Secretary:

Keith C. Collins 13, Briton Crescent,
Sanderstead, Surrey, CR2 OJN,
~ 0208 - 657 - 4566

Honorary Packet Secretary:

B. T. Atkinson, 77, Wood Lane,
Osterley, Middlesex, TW7 5EG
g 0208 - 560 - 6119

The Kiwi, Volume 56, No.2, March 200 7

OFFICERS OF THE NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN

Honorary Treasurer:

E.W.Leppard, 68, Chestnut Grove,
Balham, London, SW12 8JJ
~ 0208 - 673 - 4710

Honorary Editor:

Andrew Dove, 12, Stella Avenue,
Tollerton, Notts NGl2 4EX
~ 0115 - 937 - 3762
e-mail:DDOVEAF@AOL.COM

Internet Address: http://www.cs.stir.ac.ukJ-rgc/nzsgb

ENCLOSURES:

With this issue of The Kiwi there is one enclosure:

.:. A copy of the General Society and Packet Accounts for 2006

If either is missing, please contact the Hon. Secretary.

SOCIETY NEWS:
MEMBERSHIP

We welcome:

The Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand
D. Mawson, Bradford

NEXT MEETING OF THE SOCIETY

The next meeting of the Society will be held at the Union Jack Club, Sandell Street, on
Saturday, March 31st, 2007, The Society biennial 12 sheet competition will be held. The
regulations for the competition were published in the last issue of The Kiwi.

The meeting will start at 11.00 and the morning will be an opportunity for those attending to
bring along recent acquisitions, items of interest or queries to discuss before the competition starts
at 14.00. The judging of the competition will be done by those present.

••••••
NEXT MEETING OF THE WESTERN REGIONAL GROUP

The next meeting of the Western Regional Group will be held on March 31st, 2007 starting at
13.30. The venue will be St. John's Church Hall, St. John 's Avenue, Taunton. The Editor of The
Kiwi, Andrew Dove will show 'King George V' .

For further information, please contact Paul North, tl01392 877054.

LmRARY LIAISON OFFICER

The Society seeks a volunteer for the new post of 'Library Liaison Officer' . The job description is:

1. The Liaison Officer will be a member of the Committee .

2. The duties are:

(a) To maintain regular contact with the NPS Librarian,
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(b) Recommend to the Committee purchases necessary to maintain the standard of the
library of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain,

(c) Recommend any further actions necessary to sustain the library (repairs etc.),

(d) Make an Annual Review to the Committee and a report to the AGM.

All issues related to the transfer of the Society Library to the NPS remain the responsibility of
the Chairman.

The Society is anxious to find a volunteer at the earliest opportunity. Any body interested
should contact the Honorary Secretary.

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE
Society publications are now available:

SP 1: Aspects ofCollecting New Zealand Stamps.

SP 2: Index to The Kiwi Volumes I to 50. Printed and CD Version.

SP 3: The Kiwi Volumes 1 - 50. Full text on CD

Price: SP 1: £10 inc. P. & P.
SP 2 & SP 3, £30 in UK and £35 overseas airmail inc. P. & P. (Society members will

receive a 40% discount)

Payment accepted in NZ$, US$ or £St. All orders to:

New Zealand Society of Great Britain
9, Ashley Drive,

Walton-on Thames,
Surrey KT12 IJL

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN LONDON ON JANUARY 27TH 2007

The Chairman opened the meeting by conveying the good wishes of Rob Davey, a member
who is currently working in Dubai. He also passed on news about the long awaited book on the
Chalons: our man in New Zealand, John Watts, had passed on the information that much of the re­
writing had been undertaken and that it was expected that the final version would soon be
completed and the publication available. No date was given.

He then passed the meeting over to Lewis Giles who was to enlighten us about the development
of Airmails both within New Zealand and as a connection to the outside world.

The story started at ten past midnight on October 29th, 1894, when the S.S. Wairarapa went
aground off Great Barrier Island. 135 of the passengers drowned but the survivors were not
rescued for 2 days when they were picked up by a small coaster, S.S. Argyle, and taken to
Auckland. The lack of communication between the island and the mainland caused much concern
and Mr. W. Fricker started a service, The Great Barrier Island Pigeon service, to carry messages
using carrier pigeons. The service started in 1897 and, in 1898, stamps were printed with a value
of 1/- for pre-payment for the service. In 1899, Mr. Howie started a service in competition. The fee
for the new service was 6d for a message from the mainland to the Island and 1/- for the reverse
trip. The differential was due to the difficulty in training pigeons to fly from the Island. The
service lasted until 1908 when a telegraph cable was laid. The first frame of the display showed
examples of all of the stamps issued and a number of the message forms and flimsies.
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Carriage of mail by air was started in 1919 by Walsh Bros. and Dexter Ltd. after authorisation
by the Department of Post and Telegraphs. The plane used was a Boeing seaplane which had been
built for the American airforce but rejected by them. The first pioneer flight made in December
between Auckland and Dargaville (and back) by George Bolt who was sworn in as an official mail
carrier. During 1920, the same company made a number of other pioneer flights. Although
significant numbers of letters were carried, few have survived. On show were examples from the
first flight to Dargaville and flights to Rawene, Whangape and Kawhai. In 1921, the New Zealand
Air Board sponsored trial flights in the South Island between Christchurch and Timaru. On this
occasion, a fee of 6d was charged in addition to the usual postage rate.

For the remainder of the 1920's, little progress was made in the development of the airmail
routes. Around 1930, a number of flying schools were established which had more reliable aircraft
and several companies were established to undertake mail flights for the Post Office. Amongst the
new comers were Air Travel (N.Z.), Dominion Airlines and Gisborne Air Transport. The other
major event that showed the value of air flight was the Napier Earthquake of February 1931 when
numerous Emergency Earthquake Mail covers were carried on flights flown by pilots from the
permanent New Zealand Air Force. In 1930, Dominion Airways produced a label to pre-pay a fee
of 6d for mail carried on its flights between Hastings and Gisborne . The charge was stopped
within 1 month by the Post Office as it infringed its monopoly to charge for the carriage of mail.
Kaitaia also played a part in the story with the Aero Club carrying mail to Auckland from March
1931. Lewis showed examples of covers carried by all these fledgling services.

By 1931, the advantages of carrying mails by air were becoming more obvious. The service
could be reliable and was safe. The Empire was also beginning to open up to the new mode of
transport . In November 1931, a special flight was made from Invercargill to Auckland to collect
mail to connect with the first Australia - England service. To coincide with this flight, the first set
of airmail stamps was issued. This flight returned from Auckland to Wellington and carried a
small amount of mail on the return. Two examples were included in the display. In December, a
number of survey flights were made around New Zealand to explore the possibility of regular
scheduled internal airmail services.

On Christmas Eve, 1931 , a special Airmail was organised to carry Christmas mail to all the
major towns in the country. Special cachets were produced and a new 5d stamp produced. The
service was popular and about 17,000 covers were carried. The Post Office tried to repeat the
service in 1932 but the public had lost interest and only 6,000 items were sent. There are a large
number of covers extant from these services and a representative sample was shown. Of still more
interest were the original post office advertisements displayed used to promote public interest.

In the early 1930s, a number of natural disasters interfered with the transmission of mail by
road or rail. One such was in 1932 when a flood cut the road between Christchurch and Timaru. A
contingent from the Air Force was returning from performing at an Air Pageant in Invercargill and
stopped to carry mail. About 50 covers are thought to have been flown and 2 examples were
included in the frame. Similarly, a flood in May 1933 caused mail to be flown between Hastings
and Gisborne.

In the mid 1930s, commercial companies began to run regular services. In December 1934, Air
Travel (N.Z.) started a service on the West Coast of the South Island and in April 1935, East Coast
Airways started their service between Gisborne and Napier.

In March 1936, the two airlines linked with Union Airways and Cooke Strait Airways to
provide an integrated service. Union Airways provided the bulk of the service using a D.H.
Express aircraft (the 4 engined version of the widely used D.H. Rapide). Later the Lockheed
Electra aeroplane came into use and one cover was from a test flight on which the press had been
carried. The envelope was signed by those on board.
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The situation continued until 1939 when, with the exception of Bert Mercer's Air Travel (N.Z.),
the airlines were taken over by the Royal New Zealand Air Force. Thereafter, the airmails were
carried by the Air Force. One of the last items shown was a cover from the UK with the 1940
Centenary of Postage Stamps set. The cover had arrived in Wellington but the Cook Strait had
been closed after R.M.S. Niagara had been sunk by an enemy submarine. Accordingly, the mail
was flown from Wellington to Christchurch.

The first half finished with a display of 4 of the 40 examples of the 1911 UK Coronation covers
which were addressed to New Zealand.

The second half was concerned with the development of the overseas airmails. The early
conquest of the 1,200 miles wide Tasman Sea is inextricably linked to Sir Charles Kingsford
Smith. From 1928, he made a number of flights and carried a small quantity ofmail on each:

First Crossing September 1928 Australia to NZ 15 covers carried

Second Crossing October 1928 NZ to Australia 16 covers carried

Third Crossing January 1933 Australia to NZ 20 covers carried

Fourth Crossing March 1933 NZ to Australia 50 covers carried

Fifth Crossing January 1934 Australia to NZ 12 covers carried

Sixth Crossing March 1934 NZ to Australia 21,866 covers carried

Seventh Crossing May 1935 Australia to NZ Aborted due to engine
trouble over the
Tasman Sea. Due in
NZ to pick up the
Jubilee Air Mail.

Not surprisingly, covers from these early flights are extremely rare but Lewis showed one of
the fifteen from the first crossing in 1928. The carriage of mail on the first five flights was
unofficial and it was on the sixth crossing that the mail started to be carried officially.

When Kingsford Smith gave up, his place was taken by C.T.P. U1m in his aeroplane 'Faith in
Australia' . In all, he made six crossings of the Tasman Sea between December 1933 and July
1934. Covers from these flights were displayed as were envelopes carried during his barnstorming
tours made in between the trans-Tasman flights. His final flight was in July 1934 and was to pick
up mail which would be carried to Port Moresby and Lae in Papua and New Guinea providing the
first airmail service to PNG from NZ.

The early airmails between the UK, Australia and New Zealand started in about 1928/9 and
were carried by Imperial Airways. Initially, letters were taken to Delhi by air and then completed
the journey by sea. Other mail went via the Karachi route. The earliest cover shown left England
on 28th December, 1929 and arrived in New Zealand on 4th February 1930.

Much of the early development of the routes was by Imperial Airways which was formed in the
UK in 1924 by the merger ofa number of smaller private companies. By 1929, it was clear that the
amount of traffic was increasing significantly and a Convention was held in London which agreed
regulations for the transmission of airmail letters. One of the requirements was the introduction of
an airmail etiquette. This was applied if the letter was to be carried in whole or part by air but
could be cancelled if the fee had only been paid for part of the journey.

The penultimate frame carried a number of reminders of the hazards of these early days with
crash covers from seaplanes including the 'City ofKhartoum', 'Cygnus' , 'Scipio', 'Calpurnia' and
'Centurion'. There were also a number of interesting covers illustrating the complexity of the
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postage rates on the different routes at different times. In 1938, the Empire Airmail Scheme had
reduced the rate to the UK from l/6 to 1Y2d but, unfortunately, by the time that the direct route to
the UK was established in 1940, the War had supervened and the rate immediately reverted to 1/6.

The final frame covered the trans-Pacific route which was opened up by Pan American
Airways. Survey flights were undertaken in 1938 and 1939 and a regular service started in July
1940. The initial charge was 6/3 but in September 1940 this was reduced to 519 due to the
increasing volume carried following the closure of the Australian route. The Pacific route was
closed in 1942 because of the advance of the Japanese Imperial Army.

Some other members had brought items of interest: Alan Baker showed some Smiling Boys on
airmail covers, Maurice Allen brought some newspaper cuttings showing planes landing with the
mail on the West Coast. He also made the point that a number of the residents would have seen an
aeroplane before they saw an automobile . Keith Collins showed an example of the 'per Australia
- London' airmail cachet. Bernard Conway showed a scan of a newspaper in his collection which
recorded Kingsford Smiths early flights and the hardships endured by the crew. Derek Diamond
also had some smiling boys on cover and a cover impressed 'AV2'. This rare mark was used to
identify mail that should be removed at some stage in its transmission and sent to its destination by
a different route. 'A V2' refers to the identifying number of the Post Office form. In this case, the
letter was posted in 1948 in NZ and destined for Cyprus. It appeared that it was removed in Cairo
as it also had a mark in arabic.

Derek Diamond thanked Lewis for a most enjoyable, informative and enlightening afternoon
and the meeting closed at 16.00.

If YOU:

Need a new challenge

Have decided for any reason that y ou are not getting the satisfaction from your New Zealand
stamp collection that you used to andwould like to try a new subject/issu e

• Would like a valuation on your collection carried out by experienced stafffrom the worlds
leading New Zealand dealers

• Simply need some good advice about what to do next with your collection

Then contact us for a confidential chat and - if appropriate - a free valuation and offer.

Remember that our advice is free, draws on a wealth of experience and is given with the confident
knowledge of the New Zealand market over the past 60 years as it stands at present.

For a friendly discussion , simply phone Derek Redshaw, 76 Hermitage Road, St Johns, Woking,
Surrey trOl483 833 147 or Warwick Paterson in Auckland, tr (toll free) 0500893975.

It's as easy as that and what 's more, it will cost you nothing.

Campbell Paterson Ltd.

P.O. Box 5555

Auckland 1001
New Zealand

We're as far away as your own phone
. . . .
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FROM THE COMMITTEE

A Committee Meeting was held on January 27th, 2007. Amongst the matters discussed were:

1. The Library:

Arrangements have now been completed for the transfer of the Society library on loan to the
National Philatelic Society. The NPS is due to move from Charterhouse Street to Mount Pleasant
by the end of March. They will join with the Philatelic Museum and National Postal Archive.
Plans are being developed to build a British Philatelic Centre at Mount Pleasant which will
provide meeting rooms and, hopefully, become a major centre of philatelic activity. The new
library will open on April 1st.

As recorded before, all members of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain will be able to
use the whole library. Access arrangements will be published as soon as they are available. It is
also hoped that a full list of the holdings of the library relating to New Zealand philately will be
published in due course.

A Library Liaison Officer is required: see advertisement elsewhere in this issue of The Kiwi.

2. Disposal of the Remainder of the Library:

The NPS do not require all the contents of the library. Some duplicate volumes already present
and some are of a nature that is not felt relevant. In all, about 150 books and other journals and
periodicals are left.

In line with the decisions of the membership made at the AGM, the Committee agreed to the
disposal of the remainder by the following means:

Stage 1: A Postal Auction of the material will be held and will be open to all members of the
Society. Postage will be paid by the purchaser.

Stage 2: Items not sold in the Postal Sale will be offered in a commercial sale: for example, the
NPS Quarterly sale.

Stage 3: The remainder will be disposed of appropriately.

Money realised from the sale will be used to establish a library fund which will be used to
maintain the library in the future. The NZ Soc. of GB will remain responsible for ensuring that the
loaned items remain in good condition and for updating the contents as new material is published.

3. Programme for 2008:

There was discussion about next years programme: the ideas under consideration are:

~ Joint Meeting with the Pacific Islands Study Circle

~Queries about rates

~New Zealand Postcards - maximum 50 cards per display

~King George VI

There will also be a Philatelic Weekend. The current suggestion is that this should be in
Torquay during the weekend of September 27th, 2008.

If anybody has any thoughts about the programme, please contact Keith Collins.

4. The Auction:

There was discussion about the auction and the new arrangements for running it. Overall, it
seems to have run well with total sales in excess of £4,000. Although there were plenty of lots, a
large percentage came from one vendor. If the auction is to be success, we have to have sufficient
material to make it worthwhile.

The auction will be run again this year so please start looking out material now.
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5. The Packet:

The Hon. Packet Secretary reported that he was having difficulty in putting packets together
because of the lack of material received. As matters stand now, the future of the packet looks bleak.

If YOU take the packet and want it to continue, the only way that this can happen is for more
books to be contributed.

INFORMATION RECEIVED:
AWARDS TO MEMBERS

Apologies for the omission from the list of awards at Kiwipex in the last issue of The Kiwi of:

Stephen Schumann Large Gold medal, Runner up to the
Grand Award and winner of the
Christchurch Philatelic Society Award
for the Best Non-Traditional New
Zealand Exhibit

A NOTE ON KIWIPEX

New Zealand Postal
Stationery 1876 - 1940

DAVE TETLEY

I was pleased to read the note about Kiwipex in the last issue of The Kiwi as I, too, attended and
found it most enjoyable. Some of the personal highlights from my point of view were the official
opening by the Governor General, His Excellency Anand Satyanand, who was accompanied by his
wife and the display by the Christchurch Glass Society of pottery, glass and booklets related to the
original Exhibition . They also took the opportunity to launch a book on the subject of ephemera
issued in connection with the Exhibition entitled Gimcracks, Greenstone and Gold written by
Barry Hancox. The publication is in a limited edition of 250.

I was also delighted to see that Southern Colour Print of Dunedin was present. To celebrate the
event, they had a number of artefacts on show including a perforating machine and some of their
archive. The senior company staff present, including the Managing Director, were pleasant and
only too willing to answer any queries they were presented with. They had also produced some
souvenir miniature sheets showing the head of a penguin and the Kiwipex logo specially for the
event.

As mentioned in the original report, the organisation was impressive. The organisers stand was
fully staffed by helpful and friendly people who would go out of their way to find the answer to
queries even they did not know it themselves. There was also a boat trip to Quail Island in
Lyttelton Harbour on the Saturday afternoon for which special covers were produced bearing both
New Zealand and Ross Dependency stamps.

From a personal point of view, I was fascinated to realise that the inception of the 1906
Exhibition was by the Prime Minister, Sir Richard Seddon, who sadly died before the Exhibition
opened but originated from St. Helens in Lancashire, just down the road from where I live.

Overall, Kiwipex was a great exhibition which, although on a smaller scale than the 1906 one
had much fascinating material on display and was greatly enjoyed by those who attended.

32



The Kiwi, Volume 56, No.2. March 2007

PO Box 13-396,
Christchurch,
New Zealand .

Fax : +64 3 365 99 87

Emai l: pau ll, ;tk,(11 illL' l.II L'l.1I1

(Note, cma il address wus wr ung in th c last issue)

Elaine Bruce and Paul Wales from Classic Stamps Ltd have stand 93 at the 2007 Spring Philatcx tamp and
Cover show in London from the 2200 to 24th February.
Included in their stock that they will have on sale will be many rarer ew Zealand stamps and co vers (see
below for exa mples). These include the scarce mint ld Claret shown.

Paul and Elaine are also looking forward to meeti ng ex isting clie nts and making
the mse lves known to collectors wishi ng to receive the C lassic S tamps po sta l bid
ca talogues/priva te treat y lists . If yo u do not alrea dy receive these lists con tac t Classic
Stamps at the address abo ve or at Ph ilatex. Note th e cha nge in email add r ess a hove.
Send yo ur wan ts lis ts to Class ic Sta mp and they wi ll do their be st to help yo u.

NEW ZEALAND

.~~~ lEASE AFF. I"
Cod" ..

rO STA Of

COO ,;~~" n
' . ', ,

FEOERATlOI
l ~

I ~" ~ ,
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MEDIA RELEASE

50 Years of New Zealand on Ice

22 December 2006

A historic stamp and coin issue will mark the historic occasion as New Zealand Post
commemorates 50 years since Scott Base was established in the Antarctic with its latest stamp and
coin series .

A suite of five stamps feature a range of views of the base which was once a mixture of orange,
red and yellow but has stayed an eye catching lurid green since 1976.

The 45c stamp features Sir Edmund Hillary at the opening ceremony of Scott Base on January
20, 1957. Sir Edmund was the first New Zealand Post Master of Scott Base.

New Zealand Post has a long connection with Scott Base and while there is no PostShop there
now, the base served as a Post Office from 1957 to 1987.

This makes this latest issue all the more significant because Sir Edmund is signing 100
commemorative first day covers New Zealand Post is issuing to commemorate the anniversary.
People who purchase a presentation pack have the chance to win one of these first day covers.

New Zealand is expecting there to be significant interest in these signed first day covers .

The stamps ;

45c - 1957 Scott Base opening ceremony
90c - Scott Base 1990
$1.35 - Scott Base 2000 aerial shot
$1.50 - Scott Base 2003 - a sign shot
$2.00 - Scott Base wide shot

The two coins (a Mini Gold coin and a Silver Proof coin) depict Scott Base.

The products will be available from PostShops, New Zealand Post's Aotearoa shops in
Auckland and Christchurch, selected retailers , the Wanganui Stamps Centre and the New Zealand
Post stamps website , www.nzpost.co.nz/stamps. from 20 January 2007.

New Zealander Sir Edmund Hillary was the first man to conquer the world's highest peak, Mt.
Everest , on May 29th, 1953. He was accompanied by sherpa Tensing Norgay.

2007 is also the International Polar Year which highlights human endeavours on the Polar
Icecaps.

The stamps and first day covers are designed by Stamps Business, New Zealand Post,
Wellington and printed in offset lithography with four process colours by Southern Colour Print of
Dunedin.

REVIEW OF PUBLICAnONS RECEIVED

Whangarei Philatelic Society First 50 Years 1957 - 2007

Pub. Whangarei Philatelic Society. Pp. 43. Available from Allan Berry, 238, Waikiekie Road,
Thames, New Zealand. Price £10 inc. P&P.

This is a celebration of the first 50 years in the life of a philatelic society and reflects the extent
and depth of the activities of the members who have contributed to the longevity. The book is
published partly to celebrate the birthday and partly to commemorate the first National Stamp
Exhibition to be held in Northland.

Included are lavishly illustrated accounts of various Society activities including competitions,
auctions and Stamp Fairs and one page is devoted to the Youth side of the Society.
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Of philatelic interest is an account of souvenir covers produced by the Society to be carried on
board a replica of the Bounty on trips to Pitcairn Island.

Although this will of limited interest to readers in the United Kingdom, it is an interesting
reflection of the strength of the grass roots in New Zealand philately and we wish the Society well
for the next 50 years.

Len Jury Catalogue of New Zealand Stamps 2007 (37th Edition)

Pub. Len Jury. Available from Len Jury Ltd. Level One, 18, Shortland Street, Box 4400,
Auckland, New Zealand. Price $10 + P&P

Len's catalogue is a welcome arrival every year. It is fully illustrated in colour and the quality
of the graphics is excellent. All issues are shown and the prices updated (including the Maori
Performing Arts issue of 2006).

As always, good value for money and worth a place on the bookshelf.

NEW ZEALAND
1901 - 2000

New comprehensive 2006 general list for mint and used. Including:

• Officials
• Postage Dues
• Life Insurance

Buying better individual items and good collections of
Australia, Australian States, Canada and New Zealand

Specialised list also available.
Includes: High Values, States, Canada and New Zealand

(Chalons, Varieties, Missing Colours, Fiscals etc.)

Australia 1913 - 2000 general list also available

Ian Perry
29 Chetwynd Grove,

Newport, Shropshire TF10 7JW
Tel. 01952 825941

e-mail: ianperry@beeb.net
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ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTION:
OFFICIAL SEALING LABELS AND TAPES

G. I. ROBERTSON

In 1997, Paul Wreglesworth described an example of one of the first style of FOUND
OPEN/OFFICIALLY SEALED gummed labels issued by NZ Post & Telegraph Department used
on a Union Bank of Austral ia cover and invited readers to 'shed further light on these labels' (1).
The response from eight collectors in succeeding issues of this journal (2 - 11 ) resulted in a
comprehensive listing of the major types and variants until their replacement by self-adhesive
printed cellulose tape .

Because of the way that the responses were published, it is a little difficult to read them in a
sequential way. I have, therefore, summarised this information from the various contributors
below, in chronological order, and incorporated further examples of the major types and variants
with indication of the period of usage. More unrecorded labels will undoubtedly surface from time
to time .

The labels appear to have been introduced in 1882.

1. P.O. No. 134 - this designation was not always printed on the label. (1882 - 1900). [Figure 1]

Labels 59-75mm x 61-67mm. (horizontal x vertical measurement)

(a) Printed in black on blue paper; perforation 11 or 12'li. Recorded usage August 1884 (7),
July 1889 (4), March 1900. An example with label selvedge has been recorded bearing the
inscription 'These labels are supplied for officially closing or sealing Letters found . ... ' (7).

(b) Printed in black on off - white or light buff paper; perforation 12Y2. Recorded usage July
1890, November 1892 (3), February 1896.

(c) Printed in black on flesh coloured paper; perforation 12'li. Recorded usage July 1894 (4).

NEW ZEALAND.

v.~. R.

FOUND OPEN .

OFFICIALLY SEALED.

Figure 2: Type 2.

Figure 1: Type 1

2. P.O. No. 134. New design (1897 - c. early 1900s). [Figure 2]

Labels 62-66mm x 37-41mm.

Printed in blue on white paper; perforation 11. Recorded usage December 1897, May 1898

3. P.O. No. 134. New design (c. 1907 - c. 1925)

Labels 145-15Omm x 25-33mm. Printed in blue on white paper

(a) 'No.' included in imprint. inscription headed 'NEW ZEALAND' . Perforated 10 or 14.
Recorded usage early 1900s? [Figure 3].
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Figure3: Type 3(a)

(b) 'No.' omitted from imprint. Inscription headed 'DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND'.
Perforated 10, 11 or 14. Recorded usage February 1923 [Figure 4].

r----·· •• .... OOM~~~-;-F NEW ZEALA;;;.'.........--.--...........----.- ....

~ ~~~~ OFFICIALLY SEALED.

f
<x"::Jd}~ This covel" was found·· if' the Post Office,... . .

and this label was attached to s ec tu-e it.
o 13.( By , Post Offico

;.. .~~_~:~ __ ~••••~__ ... .. . ...... ~ .. • 1> •• + .._ .+ + • • ~_o: +. ..

•• ~~ ~.- , ~ ••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••-<'~ '> .....

~ DOMINION OF 'NE~ z~;;;;....
t .~~~<v OFFICIALLY SEALED.

,~ 'i::,t;- <:;s This covel" was found . In the Post Office

!
• .

and t hts label was attached to secure It.
PO 134 By .
~ .. ...+ . +. ...+ ..

,_-, ..-.:..-_---===-----;oc-- -- - -

Figure4: Type 3(b)

4. Mail 76. Change in designation (December 1927? to c. 1965).

Labels 140-147mm x 26-33mm.

Printed in blue on white paper.

(a) 'old No. 134' included in imprint. This was the last label to be printed with the inscription
'This article was found ... ' .Perforated 11. Recorded usage late 1924 (11) [Figure 5].

By ............••.. -..••....•'.•.•.• ~ ..•. ~ ..... , Post Officer.

DOMINION OF NEW ZEA'LAND. '$ ar...
OFFICIALLY SEALED.,', <1'". ..

, ' .. <.j .'. o~
This covel" was round , iP. the Post.' Qfftce,.::: :,,;.;.................................... (:'~

and this label was attached to secure it.

Ma.U 76 (old No. P.U. l:,ifo).

Figure5: Type 4(a)

(b) 'old No. 134' omitted from imprint. Perforated 10 or 10%. Recorded usage ?1928,
September 1942 (6) to 1950s. [Figure 6].
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(c) 'OFFICIALLY SEALED' and 'Mail 76' in larger lettering than (b). Perforated 10 or 12Y2.
Recorded usage July 1958, July 1961, February 1962. [Figure 7].

(d) Typeface and border design different from (b) and (c) above. Perforation ? Recorded usage
November 1962 (5). [Figure 8J.

(e) 'DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND' replaced by 'NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE'.
Perforation 9Y2 or 10\4. Recorded usage from printing in November 1959 - May 1962,
December 1963. [Figure 9].

'

".~\~.: ".... ·~;D;~~:~"L.:~E:S;~~A~~~."""·· ';Q~;.• ~I
~ ~
~ ~'Ii{ This article wa • .........._ at -- ---.... ~ I

an d t h l 8 label waa a tta c h ed t o secu r e It .

" • e. e. e. • eo. eo e. e••By e. ··0 .'· ,; ·, .. ' • .;,; ,,; P:s t OffietT•

lI a.i.I'1 6.

Figure 6: Type 4(b)

OOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND

'CIALLY SEALED

)laj[ 76

By . .,., ....c ., . . " . • POll O{fien.

•• •• f ••• « ••••• 1 t ...... , .. • • '. .. • •~. • c • • • • • « • • •• «. •.. t.· ,

Figure 7: Type 4(c)

.- .... - J .; ~.~ . ~ -.

l .
. ~.. tX)Ml :-lION OJ' NEW ZEALAND ~b:
• Jm. ,~"" '1>~, I!i!R •

.~ .-'!. .._.~ OF FIe I ALL Y SEALED <.••
C~", ' -: '-~_. - ~ . - .... . .. - =---=_ ~_.._,._ _. ~;; ." ._

, , • <0" rl artldo "k.u...,..t. ~ ~. ...._ _. - 0>.!. hW label wu/JU..ad\cd t:D MOl", n . ~ •
• . - t-' . ' J . ~ _~~.... , Sr'.... . _ ... zPetrt Ot!1oe:r. •

{. ., .,..~ ~ .
14.U 7111

.. / \

Figure 8: Type 4(d)

- ,.,. ~.~-; ' .: 'I' 1. ~... -

_ _ 2. ....."" _
of Two Post Officers)

~a~!-n

....~?;~ ., . ~

• NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE
OFFI~LLY SEA

?r~~1
D~.

Figure 9: Type 4(e)
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5. Self-adhesive printed tape
Inscription - 'OFFICIALLY SEALED - NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE' repeated in two

lines with wording off-set.

Produced in rolls one inch in width and 36 yards in length (7). Printed in red on white
background (oil based gum tends to migrate and turn brown with age).

(a) Lettering 3mm in height. Recorded usage September 1965 [Figure 10].

(b) Lettering 5.5mm in height. Recorded usage May 1968 (7), June 1975 [Figure II].

; I ,
c "i

. ." !
- ."

' CJ
>
r.:., -<
en. ."

, >
r­

, IT!
C

, I
· z.."

=E' ~- - ------ .------ - --'-.- -;- -

, .

FAMILY SECURITY - --l

nl'Vlnl.:l.:lo ·- 3~I:L:lD l SOd ON'v'1'v'3Z M3N .~ 031

Figure 10: Type 5(a)

,

- OF"FI~'At

Figure 11: Type 5(b)
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(c) Lettering 5mm in height. Recorded usage March 1989 [Figure 12].

(d) Change in inscription from 'NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE' TO 'NEW ZEALAND
POST'. Recorded usage February 2000 [Figure 13].

:r OfFICE - OFFICIALLY SEALED -~
. :(3)'- . _ ._..

~ ..'·L'.-\

D~ NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE - '-0". ,. - ~'-,'" #.4,0~
~" f:1~~

Figure 12: Type 5(c)

NEW ZEALAND POST - OFFICIALLY SEALED ­
OFFICIALLY SEALED - NEW ZEALAND POST -

Figure 13: Type 5(d)
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AIR TRAVEL (N.Z.) LTD. FLIGHTS OF DECEMBER 311934

MIKE SHAND

(This article was flrst published in New Zealand Air Mail News of May 2006 (Whole number
658) and is reproduced with the consent of the Author.)

One (of many) things that always seemed puzzling to me, was the notation on covers from these
flights of Bert Mercer, and so recorded in Volume 1 (1) to the effect that this was 'the first
unsubsidised air mail service in NZ' and, says Volume 1, 'one of the first in the world' .

Two obvious questions come to mind: 1) Which previous services were ' subsidised'? and 2)
How did Bert Mercer get paid? There had been few previous flights in NZ other than the Xmas
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mails and some survey flights of 1932, so why was 'non-subsidised' something special? Did
Mercer carry mail just for fun?

RO YAL MA IL C ONTRACTORS
P ILOT J , C M£RCUAIR TRAVEL (N.Z.) LTD.

FI RST UNSUBSID ISED AI R MAIL SERVICE I N NEW ZEAL AND. DECEMBER 3 1, 19 3 4

H OKITI KA . H AAST &: OK URU. SOUT H W ESTL AND

H OK ITIK A

F1 R~ l UN SUB SlD l ': £ D :.. !~ ~.c. 1j ~I;·, y lcr 1"- "'oIr...· ! I,'I l AN[J. OIO MLJU· .. ' 1 '1 ~ 4

H n K IT I II ~ . H,Io ....,· '" rJ K U ~U . ~OI jl H W r~ Tl A NO

r r . \.1.

Ea ft~ t .

AIR TRAVEL (N.z .) LTD. HIH Al M At t "' O '~ T I. A ( -; O r....
P H o T J .. 1,4, 10\.1 "

Figure 1: Covers from the flight claiming to be unsubsidised
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Well, thanks to some fine digging by Robin Startup, we find that, after all, these flights were
indeed 'subsidised' to the tune of£131 per year. Robin kindly sent me copies of the relevant postal
Gazette which explains the situation. This was indeed one of the first series of flights for which
postal patrons did not have to pay an air fee (as with Xmas mails) but a 'subsidy' was paid.

Extract from The New Zealand Gazette of Mar 15th, 1935:

'An event of importance was the establishment from the beginning ofJanuary last
of the first regular subsidized inland air-mail service. The route is between Hokitika,
Bruce Bay, Haast, and Okuru, and the contract has been let for a period ofone year in
order to determine whether a service by air is satisfactory in all respects for the
districts concerned, which are among the most isolated in the Dominion. They were
served formerly by a fortnightly pack-horse delivery which occupied several days. By
air the distance one way is covered in approximately three hours, the return flight
being completed in one day. Although the contract provides for a fortnightly service
only, the contractors generally carry mails free on a flight made in the alternate
weeks. Mail-matter ofall classes, including parcels up to 14lbs in weight, is carried
and no special air-mail fee is charged. Since the inauguration ofthe service, the time­
table has been regularly maintained with but two exceptions due to very bad weather
conditions.'

The subsidies to the various services is shown in the table which was also contained in
the same issue ofThe Gazette:

MAR. 15.J THE NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE. 717

3 1 / )~;:J7

:l J / I~;:l7

Ih~ r.l
'i\'r nai n"!,I01I
of COIly.,el.

s, d. I
(1 n I

o Il I
(I n

15 0 0
co 0 0

65 0 0 I 31/12/37

j;, I) 0 I ..
~~;, 0 0 31/1 2/37

800 0 (I I:II/ 1 ~/:J7

1
60 0 0 ' 31/12/37

131 0 0 31/1 2/35

105 0 0 31/12/37

Mr s. A. D. Christie
M. Connors ..

W . Searle .. I
Air Tra.,·c1 (N.Z.),
m.

Harcourt's Aard
Motors

Harcourt's Aard
Motors

(D cptl , officer) . .

(Dcpt l. otflcer) . . I '
I

(lk,,!!. offlcer) . .
.1. R, Coburn ..
w. J. Ill gli . ..
Gibhs Motors , Lhl.

Mode r.r
Conveya nce,

Mntor-enr ..

Moto r-cnr ..

~ l t.l"r .l'n r · .

~f ('.lor - f·nr ·.
~l (Jt r'l" · (':ur ·.
Cart, ·.
Motor-car ·.

.. I Foot

..IP icycle

Bicycle
Mnt"::·Cllr ..
MN or '!"l'ry

Daily

Da ily
W('('idy
,\ s required . .

Dn;'l)' (all extra I rip 011 I' M,-,tor - '~"r "
Tuesdays, Thursdnys,
nnd Saturdays [rev of I
eosb] ,

Tbrice ,n'ddy I~[otor'('nr ..
Fortnightly ' . . . , Aeroplune . .

'fwicc weekly

i I A~ required ..

n

24} r Tbrioo weekly

2
2U

~

.23
33-1

176

====-

S<'T\·i~

okilika. and Okarito

,)dlika.and Hoho (rural delivery) ••

'!!L' I
-:i,, -

. ~~ Fre quency. I
-! - I - .-----.

~.~m aru] Ahnur.. H i", 'r (TlIral .J". ~G ! ,r;'ekh-
litre, ') ! I •
blUm. Rnilway-stat ion nnd l'o4-omr·" ! ., I i IA. ('{'quire,) . . . .
"lluu"R.,i1\'1'nJ- ~13t iOIl.81nfTllrd,a",i I 10 I Thrice w"ddy (111'0 1ril'"
Gnldsborough ' I II. dny)
'ickballllnd Ataran • . _. ! 16 Twice weekI\"
l.ckUall Hni!wny-Hlntion lind Post- I 2 As I'cquired' •.
office
.nmnerton Railway-stnt.ion and Post­
ollice
r«/Oouth lind Col ..len (d,,~i,,('l'Y of
pUceI& \rilhin Postmen's deliveries]
II'rnloulh and Cobden • • • .
rermouth and Marsden . . . .
re'I"Dlollth Rnilwnv-stat.ion, ",11n1'\"£'1',

Ii.<! Chief Post-oOiec
rryDlOIIlh, Grc ig'~, H:lTT:rtown. !oJnher'~1 132
Crt-tk, Punckniki, 'I'iromoann, Chnrlcs­
ton, ADd 'Vestl'ort

Hm'bnri au<1 Hercpo (rurnl tlelivt'ry) ••
~okjtil.:n, Haast, and Okurn .•

Figure 2: The Table recording the Subsidy
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The only question now is why did Bert Mercer designate his covers in the way that he did.
Does Volume 1 need amending? Thanks Robin.

Figure 3: Bert Mercer- with the flat cap on the right - delivers the mail
Reference:
I. WalkerDA ' The Air Mails ofNew Zealand Volume 1' . Pub. The Airmail Society of New Zealand(1955)

A CONTINUING RESEARCH STUDY

FRANK PARKINSON

Readers may remember that reports of my plating studies of the ld Universals have previously
been reported in The Kiwi. I am currently working on studies of the 2nd Electro Plate of the ld
Dominions.

To date, I have only succeeded in obtaining a few panes from that Plate. However, there is in
existence a major study of the issue by Mr. A. Wilson. In this, it is obvious that he had access to
many panes as he has illustrated many of the constant secondary flaws. He also mentions the
assistance given in the work by Marcel Stanley and Peter de la Mare . I believe that, between them,
they must have recorded the panes and the positions of the flaws . This information must have been
in their collections but , unfortunately, they have been broken up and dispersed.

I wonder whether anybody is in possession of the examples and information concerned. If so, I
would very much like to record it and publish it thereby making it available to all interested
collectors. It is very frustrating, although not uncommon, to see research of this nature which has
entailed an enormous amount of detailed work which has never become available to the collecting
world .

I would be most grateful if anybody with information could contact me directly: e-mail
frankparkison@clear.net.nz.
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\ .
NZ Forces In WWII
feature in the John Daynes collection of

Military Postal History
to be sold in our 8 t h & 9 th March Sale

NZ pow held on Crete, 1941

, . st. I;(.i7!« .... 6;kt.')!1" .
Place tJ,ifh L la '1d. &w Z,ah4d,.

i .

I
I,
1<

C- );::<£>-- 5:: _<--r . <.-<-t • ../

(

HM Hospital Ship 'Maunganui ', Admiralty Islands, 1945

Contact James Grimwood-Taylor or Ken Baker for details.

t!VENDISB
PHILATE [ IC " AUCTI0 N S " LID:.

CAVENDISH HOUSE,
153-157, LONDON ROAD,

DERBY DE l 2SY, ENGLAND
Tel: 01332 250970 (4 lines; 24hrs.)

Fox: 01332 294440 :Fox

E-ma il: stamps@cavend ishphilauc.demon.co.uk
www.Covendish-Auctions.com
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