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IN THE AFTERNOON, WE WILL HAVE A DISPLAY OF NEW ZEALAND FILMS

AND PHILATELIC EXHIBITS.

WE ARE CELEBRATING OUR JUBILEE AT THE SHAFTESBURY HOTEL,

MONMOUTH STREET, LONDON, WC2H 9HD,

FROM 11.30 A.M. UNTIL 5.00 P.M.

JUBILEE DAY

Hon. Gen. Secretary: TERRY BROCK
19 Woodhall Close, Bengeo, Hertford, Herts., SG14 3ED. Tel.: 0992-56427

Hon. Treasurer: BERNARD ATKINSON
77 Wood lane, Osterley, Mdx, TW7 5EG. Tel.: Q.1-560 6119

Kiwi Editor: ALLAN P. BERRY
24 Irwin Road. Guildford, Surrey, GU2 5PP, Tel.: 0483 67185

The Official Organ of the NEW ZEALAND SOCIETYof GREAT BRITAIN

Affiliated to: BRITISH PHILATELIC FEDERATION

SATURDAY, 21ST MAY

THIS IS THE SOCIETY DAY OF 1977 WHEN WE CELEBRATE

OUR 25TH ANNIVERSARY

OUR DEALER FRIENDS WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE IN THE MORNING

TOGETHER WITH IAN FOGG WHO WILL HAVE AVAILABLE EXCHANGE PACKETS.

THIS WILL BE THE OCCASION TO PURCHASE THOSE ELUSIVE ITEMS

FOR YOUR COLLECTION.

the kiwi

THE HIGH COMMISSIONER OF NEW ZEALAND WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE

DURING PART OF THE DAY.

A BUFFET LUNCH IS AVAILABLE AT £1.65 A HEAD AND TICKETS ARE

AVAILABLE FROM

DAVID CROW, 205, ROYSTON AVENUE, SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, ESSEX, SS2 ItBT

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL.

IF YOU HAVE NOT BEEN TO THE SHAFTESBURY HOTEL BEFORE IT IS

BETWEEN HOLBORN, TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD AND LEICESTER SQUARE

UNDERGROUND STATIONS. ANY OF THESE STATIONS IS ONLY A

SHORT WALK AWAY.
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EDI1'ORIAL.

During my recent visit to New Zealand, many philatelists
expressed great concern with the stamp issueing policy currently
being pursued by the New Zealand Post Office. This concern echoes
my own feelings, and while matters have not deteriorated to the
same extent as they have in Australia, there is a great danger
that the New Zealand Post Office will be loseing the support of
serious philatelists in all countries.

At virtually any Post Office in New Zealand while I was there, I
could purchase nine different eight cent stamps. There is the
prospect of a fu~ther five due for issue very shortly. Recently,
we have had the farce of the "Commemorative Post Card".

Was a Miniature Sheet really necessary to commemorate the
Queen's Silver Jubilee? Are f'ive se-tenant stamps really necessary
to commemorate Education in New Zealand? For that matter,is this
latter issue itself really necessary?

Perhaps the New Zealand Post Office pays too much attention to
Stamp Collectors, and not enough to true Philatelists. The
comments of members would be appreciated. They will be passed on
to the New Zealand Post Office, where I am sure they will receive
attention, and hopefully, a reply.

ALLAN P. BERRY

MEMBERSHIP

URGENT - SUBSCRIPTIONS

PLEASE CHECK TO ENSURE THAT YOUR ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, DUE 1ST
JANUARY, 1977, HAS BEEN PAID. MANY ARE STILL OUTSTANDING.' 'THE
AMOUNT IS STILL ONLY £2.00 FOR U.K. MEMBERS, £1.00 FOR OVERSEAS
MEMBERS WITH 'KIWI' BY SURFACE MAIL, £2.50 WITH 'KIWI' BY AIR
MAIL. DON'T DELAY - PLEASE ATTEND TO THIS NOW!

47 B.T.ATKINSON



R.cnvland Hill StalllpS
Sole Executille: J, Alexander Stephen
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS, OXFORD STRE""". KIDDERMINSTER. WOReS.
DY10 1BH ENGLAND TELEPHONE: (0562) 4060
Bankp.rs: National Westminster, Comberton Hill, Kidderminster.

Registered Trade Mark V.A,T, No, 275 1766 36
Listed here is a fine selection of material to be o:ffered in my
MAY price list. ALL NEW CUSTOMERS REQUESTING SAME WILL BE SENT THE ,
RECENT'SILVER JUBILEE MINIATURE SHEET USED AT HOPE N.Z. FREE ON
ORDERS OVER £10. ----

£ 5.00

£ 2.00
£ 1".00

Lot S.G.No.
No.

28

29 214/6

31 225
33

PROOFS Q.V. second sideface issue for the ld,2d,
3d, 4d, 6d, 8d & 1/- values. 'Fine and attractive
Adverts. 3 different on Id, 2d,& 2td values.
Good used.
1/-' brown red Fine Used
6d. brown in unlisted perf. Ill- x Ill-.
Unused, some original gum.

£25

34

35

. '260

Pictorial 1898/1907

Proof id. Mount Cook horizontal pair printed
the issued colour.' SOme slight toning.
Proof of the 2d. Pembroke Peak. Very :fine
horizontal pair in the issued colour.
'4d. White Te-rrace. Dull rose U:r;l.Plounted Mint •

in
£ 2.00

£ 5.00
£ 5.00

271 5/- Mount Cook Vermilion. Fine Used £30.00

£10.00
£ 5.00
£12.00

50

55
59

77
80

81
82

311
314

395
399

399
400

Proof of the Id. White Terrace horizontal pair
in the issued colour. Very :fine. £ 5.00
6d. Kiwi rose-red per:f. 11 no wmk. M.M. £ 2.00
Id. Universal. Carmine Lake horizontal top marginal
pair. Attractive appearance, some gum faults. £ 6.00
9d. Pink Terrace. Perf. 14 with wmk. M.M. £ 2.00
2/- ·Milford'Sound. Perf. 14 with watermark,
green shade, mounted mint.
As Lot 80, but Fine Used.
2/- Milford Sound blue green. Mounted mint.

83 402 5/- Mount Cook P.14,sideways wmk. Fine M.M. £40.00

85 424/7 CHRISTCHURCH EXHIBITION set (4), Fine M.M. £130.00

89
93

112
113

426
427

511/7
540

Christchurch Exhibition 3d. value superb U.M.
Christchurch EJChibition 6d. value superb used
with exhibit~on datestamp tied to piece.
Victory set to 1/- plus 2d. surch. FinS M.M.
2/- Admiral on Jones paper, mounted mint.

£40.00

£100.00
£18.00
£15.00



£20.00

£30.00
£25.00
£20.00

Lot
No.
115
120
121
124

125

S.G.No.

541
543
543
544

544a

3/- Admiral on Jones paper, mounted mint.
3/- Admiral on Cowan paper, mounted mint.
3/- Admiral on Cowan paper, fine used.
1929 Health 'Help stamp out TB' a superb
unmount~d mint block of four.
1930 Health 'Help promote health' V.F.U. A very
difficult stamp in such superb used condition. £20.00

126 546 1931 1d+ld Smiling Boy very fine lightly
mounted mint. £50.00

£ 5.00
.£ 6.00
£. 8.00
£6.00
£ 8.00
£75.00
£20.00

Arms Issues (Single Wmk)
(

6/- Carmine rose, mounted mint.
7/- Blue - Cowan paper, mounted mint.
7/6 Olive grey, mounted mint.
8/- Slate violet, mounted mint.
9/- Orange, mounted mint.
£3 green on Cowan paper fine M.M. Cat. £90
11/- yellow surcharge, mounted mint.
35/- orange yellow used with c.d.s. but with
minor faults. ONLY £20.00

544g
544h
544i
544k
5441
5l.l:4v
545b
545d

133
134
135
136
137
142
146
147

149 573/5 Silver Jubilee set (3) in superb unmounted
mint blocks of four. £30.00

150 573/5 Silver JUbilee set (3) singles, mounted mint. £ 6.00

1953/9 Q.E.ll.

We have a fine selection of plate blocks and counter coils
too numerous to list here. Please send for full listl

191 732a The scarce 1/- die 11 a superb lower marginal
single, unmounted mint. £35.00

192
199
200
204

732a
763b
763b

845/66

1/- die 11 non-marginal mounted mint.
The difficult 2d. surcharge ERROR, fine M.M,
2d Surcharge ERROR, scarce V.F.U.
1967/9 set complete to ~10, unmounted mint.

£30.00
£25~00

£50.00
£35.00

OFFICIAL Issues.

£25.00

.£ 4.00
£10'.00
£12.00
£55 .. 00
£ 6.00
£ 5.00

260

218 0 65 1/- Kea & Kaka, fine used
219 0 66 2/- Milford Sound centred a little to top M.M.
222 0 78/81/92 K.E.VIl set complete to 1/- M.M. (5).
228 0 96 K. G. V. 8d. bro"m mounted mint -scarce 1
247 0 141/51 Centennial set complete to 1/- (11), M.M.
248 ° 141/51 Centennial set complete to 1/- (11), F.U.
259 Q.V. Long type Fiscal £5 blue on Cowan paper

Per~. 14 x 14f, fine used.
Great Barrier Island Pigeon Post Special Post
Mounted Mint £15.00

Terms - C.W.O. please. Postal only. All items sent on 7 days appro.



MEETING HELD SATURDAY 26TH MARCH 1977 - THE ANNUAL COMPETITION

This gathering advertised as twelve eight four got away to its
usual good start. Phil Evans briefly introduced the JUdge,
A.R.Butler, who was already hard at work. Two new members,
Dr. Dove and E.A.Greatrex were made welcome. 'As is the wont with
competitive events there was that little bit more tension in the
air as the entries started to issue from the judgement tables.
Incidentally, next year it should be at least twelve eight five.
There is a fine Jubilee Goblet, presented by Fred East, to add to
our prizes. Our Society is"fortunate to have members who
contribute generous gifts such as this. Fred is our Vice Chairman,
which reminds me that our ex-Chairman John Watts, who is now in
New Zealand, has not forgotten us and writes from time to time.

Dr. Dove gave a short lecture on the 1946 Peace issue, which he
illustrated with a selection of items from his award winning
Stampex entry. It was interesting to learn that the idea for this
issue went as far back as 1941. It was suggested that this may
account for the word Peace rather than Victory, as at that time
the outcome was in some doubt. Also, all :the designs were the work
of James Berry and for this reason other designers were granted
'ex gratia' payments for their efforts. Paper creases, transient
flaws, offsets and plate blocks were among other things shown.
Permanent flaws were surprisingly few, considering the complexity
of the designs.

The competition entries were of a high standard. In particular I
liked the Postal History items. As often happens with Postal
History, elusive stamps seem to turn up on the covers. Of note was
a4d. golden yellow Full Face Queen double perf. at foot.

The competition results were as follows :-
Classic Section 1) M.Burberry - Ltd. First Pictorial.

2) S.F.Cross-Rudkin - The Waterlow Trial
Plates of 1906. ~

Moqern Section 1 1) J.A.W.Smith - The Penny Kiwi.
2) G.C.Phillips - Ki~g George 'V 1d.

Embossed Envelopes.
Modern Section 2 1) E.K.Hossell - Queen's Head Definitives.

2) J.A.W.Smith - 1960 Pictorials.
Postal History 1) SoF.Cross-Rudkin - Early New Zealand

Markings.
2) M.Burberry - Coastal Se..ttlements,

1846 - 1858.
The vote of thanks was proposed to the Judge by Noel Turner.

I.G.FOGG

EXHIBITION OF THE WORKS OF JAMES BERRY, O.B.E.

The Mezzanine Gallery at New Zealand House provided an excellent
setting for the Exhibition of Stamp, Medal and Coin designs of
that remarkable man Jarpes Berry, O.B.E., ,which took place there in
February.

It may not be generally realised that Jim Berry is a Londoner,
having been born in Dulwich in 1906. He emigrated to New Zealand
in 1924 but still has tremendous affection for the City of his
birth as indicated by his sensitively designed City of London

50



PANPEX t'77

The culmination. of about four years hard work for a small group
of Christchurch Philatelists came to fruition at Panpex '77 on
5th March, 1977. I was privileged to attend this Exhibition and to
witness from the sidelines the amount of hard work that the
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LITERATURELOWEROBSON

Contents cover Postal History with details of
postal routes and postal rates, lists of post
offices, illustrations of pre-adhesive handstamps
and cancellations; stamp issues with information
about proofs, essays and varieties; also postal
stationery railway stamps and local issues.

The Encyclopaedia of Empire Stamps Volume IV
Australasia, by Robson Lowe, reprinted in three
volumes by H.J.M.R. as Vols. 41, 42 and 43 of
Bi11ig's Handbooks. (complete with supplements)

Price £15
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The New Zealand section occupies seventy pages
and in addition there are chapters on the
Dependencies, Australia Commonwealth, States and
Dependencies, the Crown Colonies and Protectorates.
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A separate section deals with campaigns.

Over 600 pages, fully illustrated
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Please add 70p for postage and packing •

A comprehensive list of

LITERATURE AND SERVICES
from

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
THE AUCTION HOUSE, 39 POOLE HILL
BOURNEMOUTH BH2 5PX
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Organisers put into make it the success it undoubtedly was.
Throughout the Exhibition, the standard was extremely high. The

EXhibi'tion attracted entries from many countries. Classes were
arranged to cater for all. My comments are confined to the New
Zealand material only.

In the Court of Honour, pride of place was given to the Chalon
Portrait, loaned by Robson Lowe Ltd. J.A.Robb showed pages from
his collection of the Second Sidefaceissue. Gerald Ellott showed
a selection of covers from the Maori Wars, and Marcel Stanley a
selection of Essays, Proofs and Specimens of the 1l:i98 Pictorials.

The Award of Honour went to Dr. K.J.McNaught for an in-depth
collection of New Zealand Stamps and Postal History, 1840 - 1940.
This set the tone for the whole Exhibition. Of Society members who
sen~ entries, the following gain~d awards.

Gold Medals J.J.Bishop, R.D.Gwynn, K.J.McNaught.
Silver-Gilt Medals W.K.Jones, R.D.Samuel (2, 1 with

felicitations), M.G.Tombleson (with
felicitations).

Silver Medals R.D.GWYnn, K.,J.McNaught (2), J.W.Rabarts,
R.D.Samuel, R.M.Startup, J.T.Welch.

Bronze Medals W.K.Jones, R.D.Samuel, R.M.Startup (2),
M.G.Tombleson (2), The New Zealand
Society of Great Britain in the Literature
Section for the 'Kiwi'.

Certificates of Merit J.J.Bishop, J.W.Rabarts, R.D.Samuel,
R.M.Startup.

J.J.Bishopwas awarded the Postal History Society of New Zealand
Trophy for the b~st Postal History Entry.

R.D.Samuel was awarded the Mr. & Mrs. G.HoHunt Trophy for the
best entry of Postal Stationery.

Coffee Hornings were organised as an integral part of the
Exhibition, when eminent philatelists showed pages and presented
problems for general discussion. These included Marcel Stanley
discussing the perforated issues of the Chalon Heads, John Bishop
showing New Zealand Pre-Stamp Covers, K.J.McNaught seeking help
with the letter/numeral datestamps of New Zealand, and J.S.White'
discussing the problems presented by PlateII of the2d. Chalon
Head.

Similar sessions were organi~ed in the evenings, one of interest
being devoted to the Cinderella material of N~w Zealand.

I would commend to the Organisers of any future Exhibition such
sessions. They were extremely popular and interesting.

While in New Zpaland, I was able to attend meetings of the Air
Mail Society of New Z~aland, the Royal Philatelic Society of New
Zealand and a meeting of the Federation of New Zealand Philatelic
S'ocieties. At all three, I was able to speak of 'the aims and
objects of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain. At the
meeting of the Federation of New Zealand Philatelic Societies, a
member of the Post Off'ice Staff was grilled in depth on the stamp
iFsueing policy of New Zealand. I cannot imagine this happening in
the United Kingdom1

Throughout my time in Christchurch, I was entertained as an
honoured guest. As one American remarked, we all suffered from a
surfeit of' New Zealand hospitality. My thanks to all concerned.

ALLAN P. BERRY
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Whether you are a beginner or an advanced specialist,
C.P.Ltd. can help you ••• Consider what we offer:
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*The C.P. loose-leaf Catalogue of N.Z. Stamps c
p

* Bulletin and Newsletter monthly
Together providing a unique combination of News, Comment
Articles of information and lasting interest, and a
range of unusual offers of material.
Ask for specimen copies and a subscription form.

Requirement No.l for every serious collector of N.Z. The
standard reference work on all N.Z. issues 1855 to date.
Loose-leaf format allows the Catalogue (once purchased)
to be kept right up to date at modest cost by means of
annual Supplement Sheets.

Price £12.85 plus 70p postage
or send ror Brochure and specimen leaves.
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c
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p

C
P
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P
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p

*The C.P. new varieties service
A new·-issue service with a difference, tailored to suit
individual requirements. We don't dictate what is to
be supplied - YOU do.
Further details gladly sent on request.

c
P

C
P

c
P

c
P

* Unrivalled stocks of material
Wants lists welcomed. If we don't have what you want
(and cannot obtain it through our New Zealand branch),
we'll make a note to offer it to you when available.

c
P

c
p

c

CAMPBELL PATERSON LTD. P

c
p

c
p

c
p

c
P

N.B. We are represented at most N.Z. S.G.B. meetings,
and always welcome the opportunity of meeting
old and new friends.

(THE specialist N. Z. dealers)

P.O. BOX 17. WOKING, SURREY.ENGLAND. GU22 7BL

also at P.O.BOX 5555, AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND.

c
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c
P
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be used at Massey
a special posting
Massey U~iversity,

STAMPEX 1977

Congratulations to the following members whose New Zealand
entries gained awards at Stampex 1977.

Bronze-Silver Medals :- K.I.Bennett, A.H.Rose.
Bronze Medals :- Dr.A.F.Dove, P.Marks, A.G.G.Riley,

E.G. Ward.
Diploma :- F.G.Fifoot, A.B.Johnstone (Literature).

SPECIAL DATESTAMPS

Through the courtesy of A.M.Madigan, Ac~ing Principal of the
Stamps Branch of the New Zealand Post Office, your Editor is now
receiving advance notice of the Special Datestamps being used in
New Zealand. As many of you will be aware, the Philatelic Bureau,
Private Bag, Wanganui, operates a special pictorial datestamp
standing order service (minimum deposit $5) for customers wanting
these items for their collections. Such standing orders are filled
using a special, unaddressed postcard that bears a 25 cent postage
imprint.

This does not stop any person ordering such a special datestamp
On his own account from the Post Office concerned. But due to the
fact that the 'Kiwi' is only produced every two months, it is
unlikely that all of them will be notified to me in time to give
them the necessary advance publicity.

I intend to run this section for a few issues, and I would be
very gratef'Il if members would let me It:now if they consider it
w'orth while.

1) MOTAT. A special steel pictorial date stamp will be used to
cancel all mail posted in an agency office at the Museum of
Transport and Technology (Inc.), (MOTAT), Auckland from
Saturday, 9th April, 1977. The Post Office is an addition to
the Museum's shopping street, set in the period 1900 - 1920.

The address is the Postmaster, Motat Post Office, Auckland 2.
2) 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ~IASSEY UNIVERSITY.

,<,-,P>-NNI\I[R, A special pictorial datestamp will
~~ ~AY0?~~ University to cancel mail posted in
~~~ box to mark the 50th Anniversary of

~ '" on Friday, 6th May, 1977.
% ~. The design of the date stamp features a reproduction
~ 0~ of the University Crest.

UNIVt'il
s

The address is the Postmaster, Massey University.
3) 15TH MEETING OF COMMONWEALTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS COUNCIL.

'~~'C"""''''''I<,
~~ ~~ A special pictorial datestamp will be used at
I~TC \ Auckland to cancel mail posted in a special posting
~ ~ box prOVided for the opening day of the 15th meeting
~, 15 g of the Commonwealth Telecommunications Council on
~~ ~~ Thursday, 19th May, 1977.

v NI\"!. The address is the Chief Postmaster, Auckland.
Collectors wishing to order these datestamp impressions direct

fro~ the Post Office concerned should ensure that their covers
arrive at the addresses given at least two days before the event.
The outer wrappers should be endorsed with the name of the event.

ALLAN P. BERRY
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Selling . ..
Your "WANTS LIST" for New Zealand Items will receive
my personal prompt attention,

Good Stock Held of , , ,

PLATE BLOCKS· COIL PAIRS - BOOKLETS· DUES
OFFICIALS - CHAMBONS. Etc.

NEW ISSUE Service Available
MINT - FINE USED· F.D,C. (Further details on request)

LISTS
MONTHLY List of the better Individual Items
ANNUAL General list of New Zealand
(Postage of gp. would be appreci ated)

Buying • • •
I pay GOOD PRICES for GOOD QUALllY material.
Try my offer First ••• you will not regret it.
I always need specialized Items and good collections •• ,
Will gladly travel for large collectionS (Please write
in the first instance).

J. M. A. GREGSON, P.T.S,

46 COTHAM HILL
BRISTOL BS6 "6LA

Tel: 0272-32-953 Member of the Philatelic Traders Society



THE CANCELLATIONS OF OAMARU.

I have read John Evans' article in the 'Kiwi', Volume XXV, NC? 5,
page tot! with interest, because I have been studying the
cancellations of Oamaru for some time. However, the statements in
Volume III of the Postage Stamps of New Zealand are, I feel,
inadequate. My own provisional analysis of' the situation is as
follow·s.

'19', First Type.
The illustration in the Postage Stamps of' New Zealand, Volume III

is clearly of a Perkins, Bacon type obliterator, but the figures
are larger. The evidence that it was used at Oamaru is not stated,
but this is likely when one considers the demography of the South
Island around 1860. It is clear that the illustration in Volume III
of the Postage stamps of New Zealand has been traced from an
actual s~~cimen, but I would like to hear if anyone has seen an
example of' this obliterator recently.

'19', Second Type.
Although the '19' second type has been listed f'or many years as

having been used at Oamaru there appears to be no real proof of
this. It is the author's opinion that the '19' second type was
used at Waimate and that its ascription to Oamaru arises from
misinterpretation of' the evidence. This can arise in two ways:-

i) Oamaru was using the '01' obliterator f'rom 1862 (see next'
section). Although this is a 12-barred oval, and the '19' is an
11-barred oval, it is possible f'or poor strikes to be misread as
'19', and this is known to have occurred.
ii) Mail moving south f'rom Waimate would pass through Oamaru,
and th.reby acquire an Oamaru date-stamp on the baCk. If the
Waimate date-stamp had not been applied, either by mistake or,
in the earlier years, because Waimate did not then have a date­
stamp, the cover would naturally be considered as having
originated at Oamaru. Tpe earliest recorded date f'or the '19'
obliterator appears to be 1865. In several provinces the normal
practice was f'or date-stamps to be issued some time af'ter
obliterators. Covers of later date can most if' not all be
attributed unequivocally to Waimate.
The '01' Obliterator.
Volume 111 of' the Postage Stamps of' New Zealand allocates the

'01' obliterator to Duntroon, but this post office did not open
until 1876, and thus this is clearly a re-allocation.

In my opinion, the original allocation of the '01' obliterator
was to Oamaru. It i~ a twelve barred obliterator, four above, f'our
below and four alongside the numbers. It can easily be misread as
'10', and this has doubtless occurred on many occasions. Also, if
the '0'. is not completely inked, as is not uncommon, it could be
read as '19', a f'urther possible source of' confusion.

The evidence f'or the contention that the '01' obliterator was
used at Oamaru is as f'ollows:-

i) A cover of 1862, thirteen years bef'ore the Duntroon post
office waH opened. This is addressed to England and shows a pair
of' Richardson print 6d. stamps, each of which has the '01'
obliterator. The f'ront of the cover has the Dunedin Otago c.d.s.
of MY 9 1862. There is no back-stamp. A cover from the same
family correspondence has the '18' obliterator of' Dunedin on the
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front and the Dunedi. Otago c.d.s. o£ AP 19 1862 on the back.
The '01' obliterator has never been listed for Dunedin.

Further, the application of a Dunedin c.~.s. to the front of the
cover is indication that the cover originated outside Dunedin
itself. The Postmaster General's report for 1861 commented on
the fact that there were many towns that did not have date­
stamps, and one can but conclude that the cover originated at a
place that had not yet had a date-stamp issued to it. Clearly
this "Was in Otago Province.
ii) The series of cancellations '02' to '05'covers the
townships from Otepopo (later Herbert) to Waikouaiti. These fall
in a line a]ong the East Coast of the South Island. Extension of
this series would locate Oamaru at an easy day's walking
distance north of Otepopo. Port Chalmers lay not nluch further to
the South or Waikouaiti.
iii) The '01' cancel is not uncommon. Apart from the cover
already'mentioned, I have recorded it on perf. 13 stamps, ld.
and 6d. and on a number of perf. 12t stamps. It is noticeably
commoner than the '19' obliterator on Chalon issues. Ji'urthermore,
I have a cover of 1872 originating at Oamaru and showing the
'01' obliterator.
The Duplex Obliterator and the '0' Killer.
The date of issue of these obliterators is not given in Volume

III of the Postage Stamps of New Zealand. Provisionally, one would
be tempted to assume that, as in the instances of Invercargill and
Hokitika, they were issued on the occasion of the town becoming an
ar.a Chief Post Office. However, I am convinced that an earlier
date is the case for Oamaru, and the most likely period is 1874/75.

The evidence that suggests this conclusion is:-
i) The '01' obliterator is scarce on the side-face issues,.-
though relatively common on Chalon issues. I do have a cover of
March, 1874.
ii) The duplex for Oamaru is an early type,with three thin bars
alongside the letters. From the mid-1870's duplex date-stamps
were of a type with only'two thicker bars.
iii) Duntroon opEtned in 1875, when it was still under the
authority of the Dunedin Chief Postmaster. Probably it would
have received an obliterator at an early date. The use of the
'01' implies that that had already been superceded.
The Squared-Circle Obliterator.
The history of this is well documented. It appeared in 1891 and

continued in use until 1905. The relatively long life was because
the corners of the obliterator helped to protect the centre, with
the important details, from wear.

The 1898-type c.d.s...:.
This type was issued to most, but not all, of the Chief Post

Offices. It was a circular date-iIltamp, 24 mms diameter, with the
name round the top and a tode number just beneath. Some were later
modified to take time slugs instead of code numbers. The earliest
date I have recorded for this type of date-stamp is 1895 at
Ounedin. Other towns did not use the type until later years. At
Oamaru the type was used simultaneously with the Squared-circle
type. Clearly it took over the bulk of the use since after 1898
strikes of the squared-circle obliterator are comparatively
uncommon, and by 1902 the obliterator was sho~ing marked signs of
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wear. BatlTeen September and December, 1902, the worn obliterator
was replaced by a new one of' the same type, which had time slugs
in place of' code numbers. By September, 1905, this in its turn was
decidedly worn.

The Quadruple-Circle Obliterator.
This type has f'our concentric rings intended, as in the case of'

the squared-circle type, to protect the centr~ f'rom wear. It first
came into use in 1895 as a replacement for the squared-circle date­
stamps at the major post of'fices. The Oamaru case represents an
unusually late use, commencing-in late 1905 or early 1906,and it
had time slugs in place of the earlier code numbers.

Later types of normal date-stamp have the numbers on bands SO
that the information can be changed without taking the head of the
date-stamp to pieces.

The A-class Date-stamp.
This is the little 'coin circle' ,date-stamp, with the name across

the circle, that is so characteristic of' the smaller New Zealand
post offices. They w'ere also much used at the larger offices, but
here they were applied to the backs of incoming mails, and strikes
on adhesives can be far from common. Indeed, Oamaru is a case in
point, since! I have only seen it once, on a 1d. Second Sideface
stamp. There was also a non-normal type, with a very thick outer
circle, over 1 mm thick, which was used f'or parcels and Newspaper
packets.

The above notes take the story of the cancellations of Oamaru
well beyond the period of the '19' obliterator. The history of
several decades iE'not without interest, and similar histories
could doubtless be prepared for other places.

JOHN ROBBINS

LETTERS FROM NEW ZEALAND (2)

This is a series of three letters written by the same author to
England. The f'irst was written immediately before departure from
Gravesend, on board the "Tudor", 1785 tons, Captain F.Wherland.
She arrived at Lyttelton on 23rd S~ptember, 1865. The second
letter was written immediately after arrival in New Zealand, and
unf'ortunately, one page is missing. The third letter was written a
year later, after the family had settled down in the new land.

Gravesend, June 10th, 1865
Dear Brothel' and Sister,

We left the Oocks yesterday at two o'clock
P.M., the tide then being in. They had great difficulty to move
her, tried her in the morning but did not succeed, but by the help
of a powerful steam tug they were able to get her at the downs,
where we stop'd for the return of tide at three o'clock this
morning and when we got up found our ship at anchor opposite
Gravesend where she will be examined by the Gov't inspector .. It is
thought she will sail from here this af'ternoonor tomorrow.

We are I am thankful to say well, except Mrs 'who last evening
was not so we'll as I could wish but is much better this morning ..
One little incident oc'curred this morning which has freshened in
our minds the leaVing of' our dear friends in Devonshire. Mrs in
looking over her bag found an envelope which contained a weil
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known ringlet, a treasure we did not know we possessed.
We have all our wanted boxes in our cabin except one and by

driving in nails and putting a little addition to our shelving
have found places for keeping most of our things, and shall be
able to come to our boxes at almost any time. There is a cow on
board our ship, about twenty sheep, from twenty to thirty pigs and
a large quantity of ducks and fowls. We have a butcher on board.

It is calculated we have about three hundred on board, including
the ships crew. It is not likely I shall have another opportunity
of writing for many weeks. I almost dread crossing the line as Mrs
scarcely knows how to bear the heat at times although we have a
nice place as any I have seen in the ship. I sincerely hope she
may be enabled to do so. Please give our best respects to all
enquiring Friends. Mrs. and the boys join with me in kind love to
you Father and the Children.

I remain your affectionate Brpther,

Adieu perhaps for ever.
Christchurch, October 14th, 1865.

D~ar Brother and Sister,
I am at last favor'd with the opportunity

of informing you and our dear Friends in England of our safe
arrival in New Zealand in good health.

You ~Till doubtless think it a long time since we left you but
having had a rather long voyage, and landing ten days after the
mail went out, this being the first chance I had to write to you.
I ~ill give you first a few particulars extracted from my diary
relating to the voyage.

We set sail from Gravesend June 11th about twelve o'clock with a
strong breeze, f~vorable for sailing down the channel, most of us
felt the sensation of sea sickness before night, but myself nor
the boys were not what is called sea sick during the voyage, but
it fared otherwise with ~~s she being very ill the first week, we
had a fine run through the Channel. We passed the coast of Dover
on the evening of the 11th and saw the coast of France and a great
number of ships. We passed the Isle of Wight on the 12th, passed
Torpoint on the 15th and entered ihe Bay of Biscay on the 16th,
passed the coast of Portugal on the 17th. Sunday 18th we had
service on deck by Mr. Bluet who was chaplain on board. Passed the
Azores on 19th, the weather now getting much warmer and the days
shorter, saw a ship in the distance, as we passed signalled and
found her to be the Cosmopolite from Rotterdam to Batavia with 240
soldiers on board. On 28th sighted a French ship from Borceaux to
San Francisco. 29th the boxes were taken up, a man was ill in the
small pox, but by using every precaution to prevent infection it
went no further. On the 30th we entered the Tropics and a child
was born in the ship. JUly 5th a child died from croup and
committed to the deep next morning. 7th showery day, the first
rain we had seen for 5 weeks, after which we had frequent showers
and calms. I think we were becalmed a fortnight at various times,
the weather now was very warm and the days short the thermometer
being at 94 degrs in shade. 15th we crossed the line. 25th saw two
beautiful dolphins at the ships side, one of which was struck with
a harpoon and brought on deck. 28th a fine shark was caught with a
large hook and a piece of pork. It was with much difficulty
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brought on deck being near 7 feet long. It created much amusement
to the passengers. August 1st weather getting colder and wind
stronger. Ship ran out of the Tropics. 5th stormy day, ship
rolling from side to side and things tumbling about. A pot of
boiling tea was upset and fell on the head of a child scalding it
much, it died next morning. 7th strong wind blowing some of the
sails to pieces. Saw two grampus a species of whale 10 or 12 feet
long. An albatross was caught which measured 6ft 9inches across
its wings. 9th dark day, waves often dashing overboard. 17th
weather generally cold frequent showers of rain hail and snow.
22nd stormy day waves often dashing overboard, almost impossible
to stand on deck, thermometer at 45 degrs. Sept. 5th very rough
night blowing off some of the sails,breaking up and taking away
one of the boats. 7th weather getting warmer and days much longer.
Said to be 2800 miles from Banks Peninsula all cheering up with
thoughts of going ashore. 20th sighted the Snares, a reef of high
rocks off the coast of New Zealand~All hands busy cleaning up
cabins, etc. 22nd sighted Hanks Peninsula. Saturday 23rd signalled
and received the pilot and doctor on board and cast anchor in the
evening in harbor. The next morning we had beef, bread and
pota~oes brought from ~he shore. 25th a steam boat came alOngside
and took those bound for Lyttleton and their boxes (and also the
single men who had to walk across the Lyttletonhills to that
place). It then came back and took in most of our wanted boxes etc
and next morning we bid adieu to the ship Tudor being 16 weeks
from the time we left you.

It was what is called a rather long voyage and a pleasant one
though not much suiting landsmen. We had a variety of amusements
on board such as theatre, dancing, boxing gloves, single stick,
chess, draughts, cards,etc. I liked it much better than I thought
of and had good health most part of the voyage, but it fared
otherwise with Mrs, she being sick at first was afterwards
attacked with diarhea and los~ of appetite, and the heat of the
Tropics was almost too much for her but she is nOlo;" qUite well.
James had good health at first till the latter part of July when
he had a bilious attack which, not being properly cured, it turned
to jaundice and he 'was ill some weeks. William and Samuel got on
first rate •••••••••••••••

Billings Farm, June 4th, 1866.
Dear Brother,

As we are now within a few days of the time of year
we left you it has brought to my mind much of the events of the
past year with us, it seems to me almost like a dream when I think
it over. First our sorrowful departure from you, then the journey
to London, then what we saw in London, our going to the Docks and
what we saw there, our departure from our native land, then the
voyage, the landing, stay in Christchurch and things I noticed
there, our first journey to this district, and then the purchase
and removal to where we now are all of which occurred in five
months. My observations since have b~en mostly on business
improvements and I sometimes almost forget that I have left my
native land when the thoughts of dear Friends brings it fresh to
my memory. We are I am thankful to say all well, happy and
comfortable. Elizabeth is gone to Leeston to their new home.
Samuel has been living about two months 4 miles from us at a pound
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a week wages, likes his situation and has now agreed for a year
from the commencement at the same rate. Wil1iam is with us and
earning about 25s. a week. I could not get a person to do as he
does for less. Young men cannot earn money like that in England.
The price of labor is at prese~t too high according to the price
of produce. Corn has been gradually getting less worth since
harvest. 1 think many pieces have not paid for more than seed and
labor everything valued at cost price, it costs 10s per acre to
cutting 10s per acre to bind and stand it up and the expense of
rakeing, carrying and stacking. It costs 9d per bl to thrashing
and find engine driver and feeder grub. It often has to be run
through a winnowing machine to be thoroughly clean. Then ,it has to
be sent many miles to a mill and a great deal that went down in
the wet a long time has been sold for 3s per bushel. We have
thrashed about 270 bls much of which was over IbS the fair bl and
sold at 5s for 60 lb which is the standard bl f'or wheat of all
qualities here. Our yield Was more than I expected. I think our
crop to be about 700 bls. That which is not now threshed of it is
now worth about 4s6d. We have sown nearly 34 acres and have two
acres more to put in. Our potato crop has been very good
especially those of our own planting and they were not put in till
November. The disease has never yet made its appearanceh~re. They
are at present selling at a low price. Our carrot crop was very
heavy. I think we had about 3 tons grown in less than~dne fourth
of our garden. I think we may get a better price for 'produce when
the Railway is completed and the Tunnel finished through to Port
Lyttleton. It will pass about three miles West of us and a station
will be about that distance from us, to which place it is thought
it will be completed early next spring.

We have had very fine weather this Autumn, quite different from
an English Autumn, yet it is often cold before sunrise. It was too
dry at the commencement of wheat sowing to cause it to vegetate
unless it was freshed ploughed.

Please give our united regards to Father to Aunt and the
childr6n and Sister Eliza who I hope is now better and to such of
our other relatives as you may have opportunity to do so and
accept the same yourself

from your Affectionate Brother

P.S. We hope to receive a letter from you this mail, expected one
last mail but was dissappointed. Adieu.

1925-1926 DUNEDIN EXHIBITION LETTERCARD.

The lettercard illustrated on the next page '. is printed in two
shades of yellow-green with photographs in black. It must have
been issued in conjunction with the 1925-1926 Dunedin Exhibition.
I acquired it recently, and so far I have not been able to obtain
any information about it. Colin Hamilton says he has seen an
envelope in similar design, but not a lettercard.

I would like to know if any member can inform me of the printer,
by whom and under whose authority it was issued and any other
information about it. I would also like information about the
gentlemen portrayed on it.

F.B.SCRIVENER
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Editor'snote:- Plea~e send any information to me, and I will

see that it is passed on to Frank Sc~ivener.

POSTCARDS.

Following the publication of an article on this subject on pages
1, 21 and 22 of Volume XXVI of the 'Kiwi', our member ALAN JACKSON
writes from New Zealand as follows :-

"The Muir & MOOdie Postcard illustrated on the front page is a
very scarce early type. I have probably two or three thousand Muir
& Moodie Postcards in my collection, but only one of this type,'
with advertisements at the top right."
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CHALON HEAD - 3d. VALUE.
PELURE OR NOT PELUREj THAT IS THE QUESTION

A recent offer by Rowland Hill Stamps of Kidderminster ('Kiwi',
Volume XXV, page 118, November, 1976) published the following :­

"S.G. 84. The rare 3d. on pelure paper ... neat postmark and 4
large margins (added)~ S.G. cat. as mint £5,000 and states
unknown usedl OFFERS."

At least I agreed with the examination as not only have there
been recent rumours that the Pelure paper was used much later than
1862 - the accopted date - but also the examination might allow,
some "rough shooting" into what appeared by the description to be
a very doubtful specimen.

Mr. J.A.Stephen, the proprietor of RowlandHill stamps, was
sportiY{g enough to let me have the "stamp"for a mere trifle of
the £5,000 for a mint copyl

From this and some research I have been able to deduce the
foliowing :-

Only two examples are known On pelure paper and both are unused.
It is more likely that as only one sheet was printed and as no
used copy is known the stamps represented a proof impression for
the new 3d. plate. Volume 1 Of the Postage stamps of New Zealand,
page 71 refers. The 3d. vaiue wae first issued on 1st January,
1863.

The specimen in lilac was probably s.n. 117 perf. 12-1 issued in
or after 1867 with part Wellington '070' Duplex Cancellation first
used in 1865.

The specimen is a genuine stamp on Star paper thinned to remove
the star watermark so as to pass forPelur'e paper. Volume 1 of the
Postage stamps afNew Zealand, page.'672, refers. On the: reverse it
can be seen that after removal of perforations f.lse margins have
been added to improve the appearance. This is known among the
Chalon Heads. VQlume 1 of the Postage stamps of New Zealand, page
678, refers. '

I dare not immerse the specimen in water 1'01' fear of "loasing"
the false margins. I do remember some years ago when the late'
Dr. Jacobs at a meeting of the Society showed me an 'A8t' Maritime
postm~rk on a id. Chalon Head and at the next meeting he told me
he had immersed the stamp in water with the result that it had
disintegrated into little pieces.

Not Mr. Stephen has been game enough to let me have the bastard
3d. and I don't intend to risk loosing its false margins by
immersing it in waterl

JOHN D. EVANS

O.M.B AND F.M.B.

Following tho query published in the 'Kiwi', Vol •. XXVI, No. 2,
page 43, our member F.R.WIGGINS writes as follows :-

"I have been told that most of the larger cities in New Zealand
have cancellers of this sort. I believe that O.M.B. stands for
Overseas Mail Branch. A similar canceller has the letters F.M.B.,
standing for Foreign Mai1 Branch."

Obvious1y, further information on these types of datestamps is
required. Any offers?
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THE UNSTAMPED AEROGRAMMES OF NEW ZEALAND

There are a large number of unstamped New Zealand aerogrammes,
air letter and air mail le~ter card forms. Air mail rates have
been very variable, so the New Zealand post offic~ has no~ issued
stamp imprinted forms since the prisoner of war forms. 'BOth the
post office and the stationery stores have sold blank forms but in
all cases, except one, the privately printed forms are sold only
by the stationers, and the post office forms have been sold only
by their outlets.

~~
BY AIR MAIL

PA~ AVION

After the onset of the Second World War the circle route was
discontinued, and this card is the first letter card by a

'secret' route to New Zealand. From Bulawayo, 15th December,1941,
to Caterton, New Zealand, 22nd January, 1942.

In th~s art~cle, it is intended to review the previous articles,
to list the post office issues and to begin to chronicle the
privately produced f'orms. Only seven previous references are known.

1. The Postage Stamps of New Zealand, Volume 11, pages
215-216. The Royal Philatelic Societi of New Zealand, Inc.

2. Ibid. Volume IV, page 362.
3. Air Mail Stationery Catalogue, Part 1, British Commonwealth,

flodson. Published and printed by M. Hodson, Scotland, 1955.
4. Captain Coqk, Volume 3, Number 1, September, 1974, pages

157-162. The Christchurch (N.Z.) Phi:1atelic SOCiety (Inc.).
5. Ibid. Volume 4, page 362.
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6. Kessler's Catalogue of Aerogrammes, Volume 2, page 201.
Aerogram Publishing Co. Inc., 500 Fifth Avenue,
New York 36, New York, United states of America.

7. Kessler's Catalogue of Aerogrammes, Volume 3, pages 80, 82.
Lava, Post Oflfice Box 1, New York, New York 10040, United
states of America.

All of the seven references deal with the post office issues,
but references 3, 6 and 7 additionally list some wartime and
official material.

The first forms were used from the different war theatres to New
Zealand, and were usually the forms of other countries.

During World War 11 a number of different forms were used by New
Zealand troops to send letters home.

1. An air mail letter card identified by the "affix 3d New'
Zealand stamp here" at the top right of the front panel.
"New Zealand" is printed at the base of the address on the
front panel.

2. An air mail letter card without the "Ne\\" Zealand" designation
was used extensively by the New Zealand troops in the Middle
East. It can be recognised by the marking AM/LC/ •• / •• 25,46,
53, 53 on the back panel.

3. Other Middle East forms were used by individuals from New
66

A typical British Army form W3077A. This is type 3 and shows
hon6ur designation (tiiangle On front' panel) 0 From NZEF in the

Middle East 25 MA 45.

BY AIR MAIL

- ,.~-- -'-.......-.,_._--;-~-;_ ..

';." ~:: \':;::'''.~L·:~:·{~:P1;.:;t~:ij::'~,::~,:~;~':·1':·:::~

.,'i;;.:"'i';:~~:F:':/"';":>
>~ ., :'j.:,.','. ,":;"';: 0,:::,. ';;";' '.'~.

'-Al R'< L~~,y)j.~~':::(, .
.IF· "NYTHING IS ..ENC~PS~<;> ".
'l"Hts liETTER ·WIL1.l.E~ENt> >
BY .OIlOfNAIlYMAlL '\;1:.,' .":'c'r:

..:':,. ::~~<"; .~' '.":,,:'.
• '0. ,,:~. ,.:,.,. "."

<. ,,::\.';:,:.' >..:: i;>

·.<;~3:d~.;/i)[".i

1
I



Zealand. Some wore print~d in England, Canada and othor
countries. Partial listings are found in re:ferences '3 and 7 ..

4. Unstamped forms were also used in th~ Viet Nam conflict •

•
FORCES

t:: ", AIR .,LEJ.:mR --__
L~~\11·~ BY A'\1r''ft''nIr''"-----....····,- ~ -:-.
:~·d,.' .~")}, PNo. ..
! f( •/, ' ....

"

............ " •••• Uh••••••••••••••~.~Ie··Z:.._········
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• • • • ••• • • • •• •• ••• • •• • • •• • • • • ••••• •• •• •••••••••• ~ '•••••• r , , :.. • •• •

A British forces air letter :form without stamps used by New
Zealand forces from Viet Nam.The majority were used with stamps.

During the Second World War the airgraph service began into New
Zealand, 2nd April, 1943, and the last despatch :from New Zealand
was 31st July, 1945. This service was overlapped by the
introduction o:f the air letter forms in New Zealand in June o:f
1944. At :first they were intended for the armed forces, but were
not. r,estricted to this use. It was requested that only one per
week be used. If' additional.communications were needed then it was
suggested that airgraph be utilized .. The letter cards were
available at id. and required a 6d. postage stamp.

POST OFFICE ISSUES

A. AIR MAIL LETTER CARDS.

1. 20th June, 1944 - see illustration.
2. 20th December, 1944. The secQnd printing dif'f'ers f'rom the
f'irst by virtue o~ the outside of the form. The ~ront and back
pariels (not the sides) are covered with ~inely slanted blue
lines to prevent the writing inside ~rom being seen so clearly
f'rom the outside o~ the letter card.
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BY AIR MAil rl~ AIR a... A
~.~. . I.

YI..ralt

LETTER CARD
AFFIX

STAMP

.HEIIE

If anything is, endosed this card will be st.nt
. by ordinary mall.

When folded the letter card must conform in size and shape With the blue border
Within which the address only may be written.

SENDER'S NAME

AND ADfjRHS

a grey st:l..ppled
border".
the word "blue"

This illustrates the front panel and the portion of the back
panel showing printing of the first air mail letter card.

3. April, 1945. This printing was in black with
overlay, but the front panel still reads "blue

4. 24th May, 1945. In this printirig (in black),
is omitted.

5. 25th January, 1946. Blue printing with stippled overlay.
"Sender's name" on back panel measures 24mms.

6. December, 1946. The "sender's name" on the back panel
measures lB! mms.

7. March, 1948. The overlay is dark blue. "Sender's name"
measures 2~ mms.

Note:- Captain Coqk numbers 5 and 6 are the reverse of this
- sy.st(~m
Types 1 to 7 are similar to the illustration of the air mail

letter card but can be sorted easily by the following:-
Type 1 - no overlay.

2 - blue diagonal overlay.
3 - black printing but front panel "Blue border".
L} _ black printing and the word "blue" omitted on

the front panel.
5 - light blue stipples and "sender's name" on back panel

measures 24 mms.
{, - light blue stipples and "sender's name"is 18t mms.
7 - dark blue stipples and "sender's name" is 24 mms.

To be continued. J. HILL
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