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THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD
ON

SATURDAY . MARCH 25'th ;223
(4T 2 p.m, for 2,30 START)

AT THE
SHAFTESBURY HOTEL, MONMOUTH STREET, LONDON,

1) COMPETITION (Details of which have been
sent to all members by post).

2) In the 2nd room our Presi dent w1l glve a display
' of the First and Second "Sideface" lssues.

—— o sl sy Hok

34




ANNUAL, COMPETITION 1972

It 1is with great pleasure that we announce the names
of the Judges who will offlclate at thls event. They are
AH.Re Butler Esq., F.R.P.8.L., and W. Ralfe Wellsted Esq.
F.R.P.8,L,. These gentlemen having kindly accepted
invitations to officlate on the day. In additlon to other
philateldec activitles, Mr. Butler is well known as
Honorary Librarian to the Royal Philatelic Society, London,
and Mr, Wellsted as the Honorary Secretary of the Postal
History Soclety.

Every Member should now be in possession of a notice
giving full detalls of the 1972 innual Competition. Should
there be any doubt regarding this, a phone call or letter
to the Hon. Competition Officer, W.H., Young, or the

Secretary, Cyrll .. Gilders wlll put things right.

— -

A ' THANK YOU'

Many thanks to all Members who offered their services,
following the request for volunteers to undertake duties
within the Society. If you have heard nothing further in
this matter, it does not in any way mean that pour offer
has bean overlooked. It does take a little time to verify
where help may be begt used, and you will hear more of
this in a short while.

— —————

~THE POSTAL HISTORY TROPHY.

Resulting from the interest shown by Members, the
Committee have, with gratitude to Mr. J.J. Bishop for his
generous offer, accepted this Trophy on bhehalf of the -
Soclety. 41l things going as planned, this Trophy should
e competed for, for the first time, at the Annual
Competition of March 1973. Plenty of warning for the
postal historians among our Members.
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SOCIETY DISPLAYS

On 4pril 25th, 1972, Mrs. I.J. Willis will lead a team
of New Zealand Soclety Members with a display of New
Zealand given to the Menmbers of the Sevenoaks and District
P.S. The meeting place of this Soclety is the Dorothy
Parrot Hall, Buckhurst Lane, Sevenoaks, time of meetings
7+30 p.ms We feel sure that the host Soclety will be
pleased to make welcome any of our Members who wish to
go along and support Mrs. Willis on this occasion.

- 0.G. (Hon. Sec).

HOLIDAYS

I shall be away from Lpril 4th - 15th. Ordinary
modil can be sent as usual, but you are requested NOT to
send any mail requiring a signature i.e. Registered op
Rec, Delivery.

The bungalow will not be empty but no phone calls
elther during this period, as the caretaker cannot gilve
you any reply.

E.N, Barton.

et S il v

HOLIDAYS LND ABSENCE FROM HOME.

MEMBERS ON THE P..CKET LIST ARE REQUESTED TO LDVISE
THE P..CKET SECRETARY .S ELRLY 4.8 POSSIBLE OF HOLIDALAYS
L4LIND ANY PERIOD THEY WILL BE .WAY FROM HOME' OVER L
DiYS., THIS WILL ENABLE THE P.LCKET TO BE DIVERTED

TO0 LNOTHER MEMBER [ND RETURNED TO YOU LATER.

PLEASE .SSIST BY GIVING THIS INFORMATION 4LND THUS
SLVE INSURLNCE COSTS.
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C4AN YOU BELIEVE IT?
LIRMAIL RLTE N.Z., T0 U.K.
REDUGED
28¢ to 23c¢
FROM lst OCTOBER 1971.

G. PRALTT.

WOMEN'S LIB ~ 4T AGE 9

Women' s Lib‘has even reached the nine-year olds in
New Zealand, it seems.

Deborah Smith wrote thls letter to the Postmaster~
General (Mr. McCready):

"  Dear Sir,

I like last year's health stamps. However,
why are the women always on the lower-priced stamps.
Just for once, can't the women be on the higher-priced
stamps?

I am nine, in Std three, and the girls are Just
as good as the boys.

The dental nurse on the five-cent stamp
doesn't really count. "

In his reply, Mr, McCready agreed girls were Jjust as
good as boys and, in fact, in 1968 and 1969 the "girls"
featured on the higher—priced stamps.

He has, however, asked the Director-General to see 1f

this years health stamps could feature girls on the higher
denominatlon stamps and this has been arranged.

(From N.Z., News., Submitted by K.B. Mann,)
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D Clow

R.J'.LlFiIm

The High Commissioner
for New Zealand.

HUP. Punter
L.J. Watson
Peds Davies :

CHANGE OF /ADIRESS:

R. 4Lymes
F.C. Fifoot

E.K. Hossell

R.P. Odenweller

Campbell G. Paterson
RESIGNATION:

ii«Fe Barron

H. Hayward
Canon D.0O. Noble

14, Fosseway, Syston, Lelcs.
LE7, 8NE,

L5, Falkland Park ive. South
Norwood, London. SE.25. 65Q.

 (One of his principal issts)

K.R. Hitchcock -~ Finanoce
Branch. New Zealand House,
Haymarket, London. S.W.l.

25, Portico Lane,Prescot,
Lancs. L35 7JN.

255, Cateswell Road, Hall
Green, Birmingham 11, Warwlck.

6, Fitzgibbon Sguare, Larkhill,
Salisbury, Wilts,

Ferndale House, 31, Station
Road, Headcorn, Kent.

Eversley Hotel, 121, Brighton
Road, Worthing, Sussex,

1, Manordene, 75, Bristol
Road, Lower Weston-SBuper-Mare.
Somerset.

"White Caps" South Road,
Smiths, Bermuda.

PO Box 5555, fuckland, N.4.

3, 8Balcombe Way, Ruislip,
de. H.J&.,-l-

11, Slades Hi1l, Enfield.Mdx.

The Rectory, 2, Lubery Crescent,
Largs, Lyrshire.



DECEASED

Rele Watts - 26, Milehouse Rd, Milehouse,
Plymouth, Devon.

LMENDMENTS
Mr, & Mrs. G.H. Barker now 55a, Chestnut Road, West

to read Mr. G.H. Barker, Norwood, London. S.E.27.
(Wife resigned) -

— v ——

ROYAL PHILALTELIC SOCIETY, LONDON.

We offer our congratulations to Dr. and Mrs. Riddell
end Philip Evens, who have been made fellows of the R.P.S.

——

NOTE FROM NOEL TURNER (TREASURER)

NOTICE TO ,LL MEMBERS:

Your Offlcers do thelr best to keep down the cost of
running the Soclety so that our subscription can remain
at the same figure. :

It will therefore greatly assist us 1f, when wrliting to
any officer, if you require an answer, to enclose a 23p

or 3p S..e envelope. Your asslstance in this matter will
be appreciated.

e —— o
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The_Wreck of the "85 WAIRARAPA!

A recent article in the "KIWI" drew attention to the
wreck of the "SS WAIRARAPA" and i1ts romantic assoclation
with the formation of the famous Pigeon Posts on the Great
Barrler Island at the turn of the last century.

I have collected this fasclnating local post for the
past three years, and, in view of the "Walrarapa's connection
with it, albelt a tenuous one, have tried very hard to obtain
some of the wreck covers. It took two years to obtaln the
first (Campbell Paterson/Colin Hamilton produced this for
me) and in Ootober last year I was successful in cbtaining
Lot Nos 5842 and 6029 from Laurlie Franks Ltd., Postal Auction.
The last 1tem was of more than unusual interest as it bore
an hitherto unrecorded wresk marking in BLACK, These 3 covers
have set me thinking and pose several questions which some
menmbers might be able to answer. . :

I shall first describe the covers:

Cover No, 1. This bears the normal "Wairarapa" wreck
cachet as recorded on page 274 of Volums III of "The
Postage Stamps of New Zealand" and as shown in Major
A.BE. Hopkins "A History of Wreck Covers" published.by
Robson Lowe. The marking is in VIOLET.

The cover originally bore three stamps (all washed off)
and bears three partial impressions of a London squared
clrole postmark LONDON N? SP 94 and is addressed to a
" Mr. Thos Atkinson, Schoolmaster, Mitital, Nr Wﬁiroa,
Auckland. . :

The reverse carries the transit mark of Auckland 3 NO 9&
and the arrival mark of Mititai 5 NO 9l.

Cover No., 2. This was Lot No. 5842 and has on it the
normal wreck cachet but this time in BLUE.

The cover bears a 2d Blue Queensland stamp ( same shade
as ‘the wreck cachet) which has received two impressilons
of the BRISBANL QUEENSLAND cancellation as deplected in
Ma jor Hopkins' book but dated OC 18 94 and is addressed
to Megsrs Sutherland & Sheridan, Wairau Valley,
Marlborough.

The reverse bears the transit mark of Auckland 10 KO 9L

and a partial strike of Walrau Valley 16 NO 94, plus a
faint impression/transfer of a Wellington address.
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Cover No. 3. This was Lot No. 6029 at the Laurie Franks
suction, and is possibly unigue in that it bears a
different "Wairapapa" wreeck marking in BLACK. The cachet
reads (SAVED FROM WREGKgin two lines in very small letters.
- ( OF "WAIRARAPA"

The cover bears a pair of NSW 1d Magenta stamps which
have been obliterated by the single Auckland A Killer
and is additionally marked on the front by the original
type NZ boxed PACKET-BOAT, marking. The addressee is
Walter Bull Esqg., of Dunedin. :

The peverse has on it the Auckland transit mark of 3 NO
ol plus part of another, presumably the arrival mark
of Dunedin.

I think 1t would be failr to say that Cover No., 1 is in
every respect the classic "Walrarapa" wreck cover - the
marking is in VIOLET, the stamps have been washed off, the
cover 1s salt water stained and the reverse bears the
Auckland arrival date of the 3 NO 94,

I have seen one other cover with the cachét in VIOLET.
This wag dated 3 NO 94 on the reverse as was another
menkioned by Major Hopkins but with the legend in PURPLE.

Cover No, 2 1is somewhat different ~ the marking is in
BLUE and the reverse bears the Auckland arrival date of
10 NO 94. The stamp has only just been retained on the
cover which is salt water stailned. The arrival date would
seem to Indicate that more than one trip was made to the
wreck to recover mail. It is of interest to note that Major
Hopkins had a cover with the cachet in BLUE dated 5 NO 9L
and that a simlilar one to the same address was 1n the
Penn-Gaskell collectlon at the British Museum.

- Cover No, 3 is a problem. Is it genuine? It appears
to be so and possible confirmation that it came from this
wreck can be supported by the following. The cover 1s salt
water stained and bears on the reverse the Auckland arrival
date of 3 NO 94, 1In addition to the wreck marking on the
front, the cover has received a PLCKET-BOAT. marking and
the stamps have been obliterated by the "Broken A" Auckland
"Killer" - common practice at the time when a letter was
recelived off a ship and found not to be postmarked. AllL the
markings on the front are of the same intenslty of BLACK,

Assuming that Cover 3 is what 1t purports to be the
following conclusionsg mey be reached :=-
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(a). Mail salvaged from the "8S WAIRARAPA" reached
Auckland on 3 NO 9L,

(b). A cachet ( as per cover No. 3) was prepared so
as to explain the condition of the mail and applied to
gome. covers.

(¢). This first cachet was found to be unsuilteble,
belng too small, indistinct and in consequence liable
to smudging: It was dlscarded.

(d). L second cachet was prepared ( the one illustrated
in Vol III of the "Handbooks" and elsewhere) and this
proved acceptable.

(e). Most of the salvaged maill recelved at Auckland
on 3 NO 9L received the second cachet impressed in
VIOLET or PURPLE.

(f). Subsequent batches of salvaged mail received the
second cachet lupressed in BLUE,

L1L the ‘above 1s conjecture and I would be interested

in hearing from menbers who have covers that support my
assumptions or better still from those that do not. ALl
the coverg I have mentloned or seen have been dated between
the 3rd and 10th of November 189L - has any menber one
outside these dates and has the normal cachet (or as I
contend No. 2) ever been seen impressed in BLACK?

£ Gs Mathieson,

. I S — ot
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4 NOTE FROM NOEL.

Telephone calls from all over the Country; letters of
good wishes and offers of material from North, South, East
and West; a room packed almost to suffocation and a
standing queue of NMembers waiting to. show their treasures.
This wag the result of the conspiracy by the Gilders Gang
(Cyril and Rita Gilders - Secretaries, John Evans - Chairman,
and the rest of the Committee) to land me with the work of
leading the Health Stamp Meeting on Saturday, January 29th.
One Mernber even wrote to the Secretary wishing us all a
"Healthy" start to the Year!! : : ,

It remains for me to thank everyone for their
overwhelming support. I certalnly expected help from some
guarters, but the response was nothing short of fantastias,
and proves the great strength of our Society. To each and
everyone of you, my sincere gratitude.

snother word of thanks is also due to Philip Evans,
who, at very short notice, undertook to write the report
of the meeting, which he has done exceedingly well in
spite of viewing difficulties.

Could we one day have a similar show for the .
Commemoratives and Christmas Stamps? From Christchurch -
right up to date? I am sure it would be a success. But
please ~ pleagse - NOT me as Leader. ~ L

NOEL. -
THE JANU/RY MEETING - HEALTH STANPS.

The popularity‘of fhe Health'issues attracted an
attendanoce of LO menbers, one visltor and a record number
of exhibitors,.

Leader for the day Noel Turner opened by expressing
thanks to the menmbers who had responded to his ciroular
inviting contributions to the display -~ over 50 replies by
letter and telephons call, from as far distant as the West
Country and Seotl&nd.

: ufter outlining the circumstances in which the first
Health stamp was conceived, Noel showed a first. day . cover
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with a block of four of the 1929 Nurse stamp and some
blocks which hi ighted the problem of the varylng
morginal rules (jubllee lines or buffer bars) used with
the single plate. 4 cover and specimens of the revised
Nurse design used for the 1930 issue led to the best
known of the Healths, the 1931 Smiling Boys, remarkable
in that the dies and plates for the two values were made
on opposite sides of the world - the 1d, in London, the
2d in Wellington. After putting up blocks of six which
he had once thought to be the largest blocks existing,
Noel added blocks of eight and then blocks of fifteen, which
he had been impelled to acquire in New York & Wellington
and expressed the hope that the discovery process would
NOT be continued. :

Suceessive years' issues were shown, illuminated not
only by informative and witty comments but also by unusual
items. There were rejected designs for the 1932 Hygela;

a photograph of a complete sheet of the 1933 Pathway
showlng all the many constant varieties and clearly
1illustrating the variation in the quality of impression
along the NE-SW diagonal; pileces showlng the progressive
deterioration of the plates for the 1934 Crusader, plate
number positions of the 1935 Keyhole, the 1936 Lifebuoy
and. the 1937 Climber, with an unexplained flaw in the
lagt-mentioned; multiples and varieties in the 1938
‘Children and 1939-l0-41 Beach Ball 1ssues, and to end this
section a remarkable shade of the 1942 24, so dlstinctive
that it must be elther a colour trial impression or a
chemical changeling. First day, commemorative and flown
covers were Iincluded and such seldom-secem ltems as a

1941 Beach Ball cover with the speclal cancellatlion used
at the openling of the King George V Memorial Health Camp
at Otakl.

Tho leader then called on his support exhibitors and
we saw a profusion of fine materlal from no less than
twenty menbers, some of whom had sent ltems by post or
by the hands of menmbers attending. The contributors were
H.L, Bartrop, K.V. Bracey, F.G.W. Eapt, i.Jd. Greenwood,
i0E, Harrad, N.W. Hoggarth, E... Hossell, F.W. Kerr~Cross,
Ce Longworth-Dameg; L.W. Neel, J. Prince, E.H. Pyrah,
F.R. Ribbens, J. Robbins, A.H. Rose, F.B. Scrivener,
J.AW. Smith, B.L. Symonds, N. Todd and W.J. Woolfe.

The Leader expressed his thanks to other Members who
offered material by post but whose offers were declined
in order to avold duplication.

The nunmber of unusual items and the eagerness of

-menbers to view them made 1t lmpossible for your reporter
to examine them, much less ‘to ascribe them to thelr
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owners, and apologies must be made in advance for the
glaring deficiencies of this account. -

There were proofs of the Smiling Boys; varieties,
ineluding plate-wear examples, of Hygela; a fine sequence
of flaws and retouches in Pathway; a PRE-first day cover
of Cprusader (lssued at Wellington a day early) and a
leaflet of the letterbox-stuffer sort distributed to promote
sales of this 1934 issue; a study of varietles in the
1946 Soldier and Child; prints of photographs which were
used as basls for the designs of the 1935, 1939 and 1942
gtamps; a monstrous printing flaw in the 1948 Health Camp
(the more remarksble as the printing was by the usually -
impeocable Bradbury Wilkinson); the phantom tent" variety
and some other flaws and retouches in the 1948 Boys
Brignde; miniature sheets showing watermark varietles,
plate numbers, flaws and retouches including some which
ldentify pane positions; a paper join made in the web-
printing photogravure machine to join the end of one reel
to the start of the next = in the 1962 Rarakirl; a block
of six of the 1962 Tieke, imperforate, a varlety of which
no other speclmens have been reportedf examples of wildely
misplaced colours and "missing colour" specimens in varlous
photogravure issues.

To wind up the display, Noel took the frames to show
more material sent in by distant members, plus what he
called off-beat ltems from his own collectlon. The filrst
item was a 1936 Lifebuoy imperf. on four sides, unrecorded
to the knowledge of those present but unfortunately not
certiflicated; opinions were divided about 1ts validity.

Next we sew the imperf. "proof or essay" of the 1943
Princess Elizabeth which almost earned for Noel a motorcade
trip to Scotland Yard and thence to Bradbury Wilkinaon's
works, as related in his article in the Philympia KIWI,
This was followed by design-basis photographs of the 1945
Peter Pan, the 1946 Soldier and the 1947 Eros; '
Differences between the photographs and the issued stamps
were. pointed out. The Hros issue was also shown with an
unexplalned £law in the gutter and with the progressive
value-remalning marks in the sheet margins - an aid for
postal clerks which was tried on this lssue bubt dlscontinued
for the followlng year.

The 1943 Princess triangulars included a photograph
(pity it was only a photograph!) of the blocks of both
values lmperforate between, which realised the fantastic
price of £1000 at auction in 1961l. There was also a
photograph (plty again!) of the 1955 Medallion wlith centre
missing, another remarkable plece to have escaped from
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Bradbury Wilkinson and which i1s catalogued priceless. Does
anyone kunow who owns these items now? _

Flaws in the 1949 Nurse and 1950 Elizabeth and Charles
were shown ( real stamps these6 of course), the latter issue
including the "toothless Queen" flaw, the constancy of which
still remeins to be proven. Question-time approaching,

Noel wound up the display by showing misplaced and missing
colour examples, using a series of the 1959 Poaka to
illustrate his fable about a colour-hating employee at
Harrison's who furtively diminished the red by stages until
it vanished entirely and then tried to repeat the trick

with the black, Norman Hoggerth claimed that the culprit was
not bona fide an employee of the printers but was a highly
trained saboteur planted by the stamp trade to ensure a
regular supply of varieties: no denial of this was heard
from a well-known specialist dealer who was present!

. On a more serios level, there was discussion of the
Smiling Boy die proofs, of which it was once believed that
only elght coples exlsted; several of these were on show
in the room and two more reported. Two other items were
showvn being the fine reproductions prepared a few years ago
by Campbell Paterson and identified by a white line
defacement across the north-west corner,

The significance and philatelic insignificance of the
serial nunber appllied to sheets of stamps for accounting
pUurposes was mentioned

i dlscussion of the unusual colours of the 1942 Swing
and a simlilar distinctive shade of the Elizabeth Gunn
commemoratlive seemed to result in a concensus of opinion
that these are most likely to be colour changelings; 1t
was suggested that they may have resulted from exposure .
in the vicinity of the famous sulphurous hot springs.

L vobe of thanks = never better merited -~ to the leader
and hils team of exhibitors was passed with enthusiastio
applause. In hils endorsement of this, the President related
some of the amusing comments on the Hygeia design which
appeared In the intipodean philatelic press when the stamp
was lsgsued. In 8o doing, he struck again the keynote
of a meeting which proved that true philately is made even
niore enjoyable by wit and good humour.

Pnilip BEvans.
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JUST LITTLE PIECES QOF PAPER.

M&M&M

i nurber of yesrs ago in an hotel in St. indrews I
-engaged in conversatiom with a gentleman who it transpired
wag on a world tour, business combined with pleasure, golf
of course playing a prominent part in the latter. Soan I
learned that he was in fact from New Zeanland and having
some interest in the stamps of that country I steered the
chatter in the direction of his homeland, We discussed

at length many features of New Zealand, places of interest,
birds, flowers and so on until finally my companion asked
how long I had spent there. His face registered surprise
when I had to admit that to date this was an unfulfilled
anfbltion and that I had never been. IHe was even more
surprised to learn that anything I knew of hls country came
from a study of 1lts postage stamps and my knowledge of 1ts
geography from tracing the routes followed by lts R«T.P. o's.
My companions f£final remark was that in fubture he would
have a greater respect for people who oollected what he
termed "these funny little pleces of paper'. -

Perhape it was not unusual for a non-collector to over-
look the significance of the postage stamp and yet we as
collectors are often equally guilty of ignoring his point,
that we do indeed collect "little pleces . of paper".

In this day of specialisation, of flymspeck and
mleroscopic philately, 1t 1s not suggested that the hobby
should be further complicated by introducing a
diversificatlion of the papers used., However, when the paper
itself is the best and the simplest method of determining
an issue or a dAiffiocult watermark then its significance to
the philatellst is paramount and any time spent upon 1ts
gtudy fully Jjustifled.

\ Soon apparent t0 anyone who takes a more serious
Antereost in the stamps of New Zealand, is the vital part to
be played by the paper itself, the basic material without
which there would be nothing to impress the stamp upon.

With this in mind I have put together these notes and in
this respect I am in good company. On June 20th, 1788,
Benjamin Frankiin read to the American philosophical
soclety a treatise on paper-moking., I hope that what proved
of interest to the philosophers of Philadelphia will also
interest the philosophical philatelist. _ , .

From the earliest times man has had a need for ‘some
means of recording the spoken word. Indeed his progress in
elvilisation may be judged by the measure of hils success in
converting the spoken word to the written word, the latter
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belng as old as civilisation itself,

The earlist writing nmaterials were smooth sand upon
which messages could be treced, or stones, bones or wood or
even metal upon which symbols were scratched. Later linen
end other fabrics were used but these had their limiﬁa

The first step towards paper, although not true paper,
was the introduction of papyrus by the Egyptians about the
year 3500 B,C. Papyrus ls a water reed which grows on the
banks of the Nile, and the plant was peeled and lald in
layers each at right angles to the previous., The mass was
soaked with water containing a natural gum, hammered and
pressed flat, and finally rubbed with a asmooth stone to
glve 1t a writing surface. Papyrus was in use for L4000
years until it was gradually replaced around 200 B.C, -
by animal parchment.

Paprchment was prepared from the skins of wild goats,
calves or lambs. The skins were stretched on wooden frames
and treated with a paste of lime and chalk, which when dry
was scraped and the surface then smoothed with pumlecs.

Nevertheless none of these sarly writing materials were
true paper which is asceribed to a Chinese, Tsal Lun about

the year 105 L.D. and although crude his process was very

similar to present day methods. It was not until 800 ..D.
that a knowledge of paper moaking began to spread westwards
when some chinese paper-mokers were oaptured by Arabs and
a paper-moking factory was set up in Baghdad. The industry
gradually spread throu %h Egypt to Moroceco ebout 1120, and
thence  through Spain, France and Italy and to Germanyvby

1389, finally reasching Britailn in 1490, Thus paper-making
“had taken neerly 1400 years to travel from its source in

China to this country.

For the purposes of philately 1t would suffice to

- confine these notes to wire-wove paper as we know it today,

but a brief mention should be made of the hand made papers
as these wore used for some of the earliest lssues of stamps.

Hand made paper 1is produced on & flat rectangular mould
originally covered with a woven cloth which left an
impression -on the finished paper, hence the term, wove

- paper. Llternatively the mould could be covered with strips

of banboo or grass laid in parallel and laced together at
intervals with elther hailr, cotton or motre commonly silk.
Lgedln these left thelr lmpression on the paper, hence we

~ havée "1lald" paper, showing the characteristic laild lines

or chain lines of the mould, When paper-making spread

- t0 Burope these mould covers were soon replaced by a more
* durable ‘wire mesh, or strips of wire, each still retalning
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the peculiaritieg of the original wove or lald covers
whieh peculilarities survive to the present day.

_ The hand mould 1g dipped vertically into a vat of
prepared pulp, and withdrawn horigzontally, retaining on its
surface a fine layer of pulp. The thickness and texture

1s governed by the dexterity of the vatman as he manipulates
the mould to knit together the fibres and drain off the
excess water. Removable strips of wood, deckles, surround
the mould to prevent the pulp from slipping off. The drying
or couching, and pressing processes are also done by hand,
and even today hand made papers are still produced in thia
fashion. Invariably in the hand made papers the watermark
is clearer and more prominent since the watermark bits are
sewn into the mould cover itself and become an integral
part interrupting the wove or lald marks. Conversely in
machine made paper the watermark is impressed externally
from a dandynmoll about which more 1ater.

However, as all modern stamps are printed on machine
made paper 1t is this process which should command our.
greater attention. The raw materials used were originally
old rags, cotton and linen being most suitable, and many
were the music hall jokes about selling one's shirt to the
paper-makers. J4An o0ld adage ran; rags make paper; paper
makes money, money makes banks, banks make loans, loans.
make beggars and beggars make rags, which would imply thatb
- one woy or the other everybody contributed to the paper
trade. J4s demand outstripped the supply of rags, straw,
-wood and waste=paper were Ilntroduced and later esparto
grass from the Mediterranean lands, From the mlddle of the
19th century woodpulp was being used increasingly because
of its abundant supply and advaonces in technigue gradually
improved the quality of woodpulp paper. This was ..
particularly fortuitous in 1940 when Britain was outb off
from her supply of esparto grass and although wes
substituted, the bulk of supplies were manufﬂctured.from
woodpulp. ‘

Lafter cleﬂnsing, the raw materials are broken up into
small pieces and then thoroughly bleached and reduced to
a pulp in special tanks or hollanders. Here the sizlng or
loading agents such ag starch, china-clay or titanium are
added to glve opacity, and at the same stage any colouring
matter is introduced to tint the finished paper as required,
&t this juncture it way be propitious to mention that herein
lies the difference bhetween tinted papers and printed
colour. In the tinted paper the colouring matter 1is added
to the pulp penetrating the fibres, whereas printed colour
1s on the surface only, leaving the back uncoloured unless
of course printed on both sides.. Bimilarly at this stage
speclal fibres may be introduced to obtailn specific effects
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as in the so-—called granite papers commonly used in
Switzerland.

The pulp, or as it is cdlled in the trade, the stuff, 1s
now ready to be pumped into. the machine chests where
agltators keep it well mixed. Further cleansing and
filtering remove any small partlcles of foreign matter
before the stuff is strained into the breast box ready for
the paper-making machine 1tself.

The stuff which is now about 99% water flows on to an
endless wire screeén whose function is to bind the pulp into
a web of fine paper by agltation, suctlion and drainage
through the mesh of the screen. It is at this poilnt that
the formation of the wire screening leaves on the wet web
of pulp a series of small indentations which LLW.LYS run in
machine directlion, where graater strength is required to
minimigse the danger of a paper break. This may be
appreciated If a piece of the corrugated paper is taken and
torn along the corrugations. It will tear qulte readlly,
whereas there is a grcater resistance to tear across the
corrugations. One must bear in mind that the paper-making
machine may run for days and would only be stopped in cases
of extreme emergency. 4 paper break requires immedlate
and drastic actlon to ensure that the loose end is fed
through the still revolving rollers.

To return to the wire mesh, the web is carried.along to
the dandy roll, which is a roller covered in wire gauze
similar to the sereen and upon which the bits in the form of
the requisite watermark are affixed. These bits ilmpress
themselves upon. the wet web of pulp leaving slightly
thinmmer places which show in the paper when held up to
11ght.

If I may digress for a moment, anyone who collects
Germany will know how an acid Iin the gum eats away the
paper of the Ostropa miniature sheet leaving actual holes
where the thinner part of the watermark appears. What
price full gum in this case?

-Pagsing the dandy roll the web travels on under a
couch roll made of felt which runs over the surface of the
paper continuing the drying out process. From here the web

. progressesg over felt blankets to the press rolls and

drylng oylinders which eventually reduce the moisture
content to the required level, normally around 5.
Finally the paper goes through the calenders and ends 1t
long journey. on the ree1~up.

The endless wire -screen which began the whole process
returns underneath in order to maintain a continuous flow
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of pulp to the machine, its operative surface being
approxlmately 8 feet by 24 feet. ,

We must now consider the effect of thls wire screen upon
the wet web of pulp and the paper itself.  is stated
earlier the screen leaves it impression. upon the pulp in
the form of minute. indentations. and despite rolling and
pressing these remain throughout the life of the. paper and
are of great significance to the philatelist. When a light
is reflected across the paper these minute hollows fall
naturally into shadow and may be seen on the backs of our
stamps running elther vertically or horizontally.
asslst in the recognition of these indentations or mesh X
have found 1t helpful at Society meetings to use a pilece
of fine cardboard,.or better still a sheet of woodpulp as
supplied to the paper mills where the enlarged form is
qulte easlly seen in reflected light. .I then proceed to
-sheets of notepaper carefully selected for their prominent
mesh, both vertical and horizontal.:

Being not unlike tiny interrupted corrugntions the
indentations tend to make the paper.curl when gently -
heated. The mesh or the curl is an invaluable aild to
determine one issue of stamps from: another, or more often
one watermark from another. To collectors of the .stamps
of New Zealand the ablility to recognlse mesh has long been
an lmportant part.of .the specialist's knowledge. In the
isgues of 1882 it is virtually impossible to distingulsh
the watermarks visually, especially the 6mm from }the- 7mm.
Fortunately the 6mm has horizontal mesh whilst the :7mm has
vertical mesh, and although the Lmm also has vertieal mesh
the difference of 3mm is quite sufficient for visual
identiflcation with some experience.

Lgaln with the Pletorilal issue of 1935 =47, difficulty
may be experienced in determining the single and multiple
watermarks, particularly in the small sized stamps, yet
here nlso mesh solves the problem since the single
watermark is vertical whereas the multlple 1s horizontal,
with of course the exceptlon in the case of the 94d. _In
addition the ability to tell the esparto paper from the
coarsger woodpulp paper is a further asset since all the
woodpulp paper stamps have multiple watermark. -

No isgsue could be more complex than the stamps of -
George V especially the surface printings, and yet With
patience and study the papers can be sorted out again with
some asslistance from the mesh. In the same way it-ls
possible to locate the odd sideways watermark in bulk lots
simply by using the mesh or curl rather than laboriously
scanning the watermarks themselves.
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Turning our attention to the various types of paper
used in stamp production,- these are really only variations
of wire wove papers and thelr characteristics merely
impressed by the dandy roll. Hence the laid papers of
today are in fact imitations of the hand made laid papers,
the lald lines and chain lines being applied in the same
manner as & watermark. This is typieal of many modern
products where the machine acknowledges the superiority
of the hand by endewvouring to counterfeit 1ts
charﬂcteriatics.’ -

Howewver, one - oannot overlook the adventage of beling
able to reoognise laid paper as instence the 2/- plctorial
of 1903. Or much more important still, the lald papers
of the 1868 large heads of Canada where the o cents recently
fetched £10,416 at auction. Only two coples are known to
have survived but surely others must exist perhaps
- unrecognised as the rarities.they are through an ‘inablility
to distingulish the laid paper.

~ In more recent years, there is the example of the Ld
pictorial of 1960 which appeared on the new white chalk
surfaced paper, a very elusive little item but readily

-spotted.by the perceptlve collector prepared to spend some
time on the study of the papers.

In conelusion, I would recommend t0o all collectors a
visit t0 a paper mill sinece no amount of reading can
substitute for a first hand practical knowledge of what
is after all the basis of our hobby, just little pleces
of: paper,

—— o il

'LIBRAR__X_

LIBRARILAN: .. Daborn, T2, Mulgrave Road Ealing,London.
- W, 5. LE.

The Society now has Vols. 1,2 u & 5 of the New Zealand
Handbook, and these are avallable on loan under the same
conditions (see Jan. 1972 Kiwi) for postage as for Vol. 3.
il.e. 50p for postage pre-paid with applicationm

xlso available from the Librarian new additions 0 the
Kiwi Mangine List at 2bp edeh post paid

53




Vol. XEII No. L July 19§u

1

1 T 1 2 Isqgs.t o
v XTIV " 2 Mar 1965
n XV " 1 Jan 1966
" XVII 4 2 Mar 1968
" w ) '2 l\&g{ o
W XIX ") July 1970
" m " 6 Nov -
i XK " 5 Nov 1971

PRICE REDUCTION!!!!:
Philympia 1970 Kiwl edition now only 50p_post paid.
Pew only left. |

LT

NEW_ ZEALAND. REGISTRATIO __@_Im

(Cover title: New Zealand Registered Mail Markings)
The Rev. /i.H.o Voyce. 66 pages, numerous :
11lustrations of postal markings and covers, index,
105" eard cover. Mimeographed. £NZ 2,25 post paid
from Postal History Society of New Zealand P 0.
Box 1605, suckland, New Zealand.

Letters that have travelled from one place to another
under the registered mall system seem to be more
fascinating than normal letters; they may have carried
valuables, they usually have additional and not often seen
postal markings and labels, and they are not always that
easy to come by. In New Zealand, where adhesive serially
nurbered labels have been used on articles of mall
despatched by the reglstration system since 1908, there is
a keen interest 1n collecting such labels, and the Postal
History Society has already published two monographs on
this subject.

This new monograph carries the story of .the registration
of valuable letters back to the foundation of New Zealand
in 1840, and explains how over the years the blue cross lines
came to be applied, and the changes in the various eyetems
as well as the postal charges. :
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The first postal marking restricted for use on
registered mall seems to have come into use in the 1860s
and the monograph i1llustrates all these early markings,
and the successive R or REGISTERED metal or rubber markings
that were used to make registered letters more distinctive.
In the 1890s a series of REGISTERED AT (name of town)
rubber stamps commenced to be used and though there was a
standord design there were also quite a number of such
stampas apparently manufactured locally. .11 known examples
of these stomps are listed or 1llustrated. 4 dlscovery
of many thousands of "Tattersalls" envelopes from New
Zealand of the 1900s has proved of immense value in
providing information for this otherwise elusive area.

LHbout the same time as the REGISTERED AT markings were
introduced postal cancelling datestamps with the inscription
REGISTERED or simply R came into use in the four main
centres. These are illustrated, as well as those date-
stamps introduced over the years since at the larger post
offices, and periods of known usage are listed.

This 1s followed by sections, where the markings and
labels are again illustrated, on Compulsory Reglstered,
Irregularly Pogted, Postal Stationery, ..dvice of Recelpt
or 4R, Forgeries, and an Addenda reporting items brought
to notice since work on the monograph commenced.

~ The book concludes with an index listing every post
. office mentioned in either discussions on markings or in
-the several lists.

" This is the seventh monograph to be published by the
Soclety and is a fine addition to the series.

& copy of this publicdtion is available on loan
from the Librarian.

— i gt W

LETTERS_TO THE EDITOR.

Bob Odenweller, His address is now - "White Oaps"
South Road, Smliths, Bermmudsa.

In a letter to Noel Turner he informs us he is SGnding

to me the sustralasian Informer. I have received several
copiles, and should anything of particular interest to the
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Soclety appear 1t will be reprinted.

Boly and his wife Jane, will be travelling to New
Zealand in May to judge the show at Welpex '72.

E.N.B.

Wy sy b e

6, Birch Lea,
Crawley, Sussex.
RH10 24R.

" Mp, Charles Ryder of above address would be very
pleased to hear from NZ Soclety Members who have any
interesting philatelic or other material connected with
the 1906 Christchurch Exhibition, 1913 Auckland Exhibition
or the 1925 Dunedin Exhibition. Exhibition brochures, -

postcards, newspaper articles would be particularly
appreciated. " . -

| Yours sincerely,

C. Ryder.

eyl gl i A s

Ashford Chase,
Steep, Petersfield,
Hampshire.

Tel. 28hLl;.

Dear Mr, Barton,
14 "Kiwi" - 1

I am involved in a study of this stamp and was
regponsible for the recent correspondence concerning the
Die 1/Die 3 Booklet re-entry reported in the Campbell
Paterson Bulletin, Vol.9, No. 1., of iugust 1971 by Campbell
Paterson, and Vol., 9, No. L., of November 1971 by Mr. P.L.

Evans, o copy of whose letter appears on page 14 of the
current "Kiwi", _
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TEMPORARY PERFORATION -~ PLATE B2,

The Collins Handbook Vol.l appears inconsistent in
regard to the date of this issue. Page 350 "Printings
from Al-Bl were lssued on May 1, 1935, while those from .2~
B2 were first issued in Pebruary 1936%,..."One small supply
printed from plate B2 was run through the head used fop
the 114 wet printing, and these copies guaged 13% x 14",

Page 355, the Penny-Halfpenny value = "The sheets were
run through a perforating head which resulted in these
stamps belng pert. 134 x 14. They were issued in Noveuber
1935", ... "4 DPatch of 345 sheets of the wet printing was
printed on the wrong side.... this printing was lssued
in February 1936".

Page 368, in the check list the temporary perforation
is included in lst May 1935 division, and in the Campbell
Patersaon catalogue it is dated 1935,

.. It seems clear to me that the date of this issue must
have been February 1936 and I have asked Mr. F.W. Course
of Hamilton, if he can clarify this from the records. 1t
would be interesting to know whether Mr., P.L. Evans or
other Menbers of the Society of ¢.B. can throw light on
this point.

Yours sincerely,

.A.lan H. ROBG .

e et i

E.N. BARTON,
Hon. KIWI Editor,

Duplicated and Distributed on behalf of
The New Zealand Society of Great Britain
by The Elmer Publicity Service,

L, Barrack Street, Colchester, Essex.

(Tel: Col. 73240)
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