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THF. OFFICIAL OR.GAN OF THE NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN

J10~..§. Jr.Q.~~tJ~e._~Elc££iarJ:t,

First, after wishing every member of the Society a very happy
and prosperous New Year - a greeting in which I am joined by the
off:i.cers and commititee - I must apologise for the somewhat delayed
d5 stribution of this iss1,le of ltThe Kiwi". Hard as we tried, it
bfC[illle qui te impossible to complete this before the Christmas holiday
';;o,=';',:diher with the long and tedious incidental work of sorting,collat­
in:~, stapling, folcling, E:nclosing and addressing. However, now this
issue is in your hands I hope you will be kind enough to say it was
worth waitin~ for?..

Very largely, this issue comprises a f"ull report of our Annual
G~neral Meeting, ~t being agreed by the committee that this would
be to the advantage of the large number of memberG who were unable
to be with us at the Kingsley Hotel on that ocoasion.

Membera J Keetinge •.. ....,_~Io,;',.:. ~I_._ _
I am. able to report; that since the Annual Ge,n.eral Meeting the

new Oorruni ttee has held its first meeting and got F30me way ahead
wi th the 1953 programme. Arrangements have beer!. marle to hold
Members' Meetings on alternate months throughout 1953 at the Kingsley
Hotel, Bloomsbury Way, W.O.l., on the third Wednesday. commencing
J'a....'1.uary; the dates 'l:;'e as follows:-

The meetiIlf:': room vl1::"1 be available. on each date at 6.p.m. and the
meeting proper will (;0mmenCe at 6. 30.p.m.; these will normally
finish at 8.p.m. (or possibly before)according to the programme,
but the room will remain at 'our disposal until 8 .. 30.p .. m. for those
who wish to get togother and chat.

We believe many members will appreoiate this new vem.ue; it is
central and within easy distance of Holborn(Kingsway)and Tottenham
Court ROCl,d Undere;round Stations ;:).'r.l;(·~ many Illest End to Ci ty bus
routes pass the door. Refres1:I~I,=nt8 will be available before the
mo~t;il.lg and should any member£:: ,~a;:~e to dine in the r fJstauront of'ter,­
un~~s the hotel management have offered full facilities ..
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Jalluary 21nt
July 15th

March 18th
Se]?tember 16th

May 20th
NOV0'!ilber 18th

- ~

At our first 1953 meeting (21st J811uary) I .n

:i'.op~ a }.argc number of members will be prt:sent and
that all wh.ocan will bring alongwj.th them l.lP to

S IA ~7Z: she~~s of .m8.J.;er~~.al for diBplGY ailG., i!fo\'l.a".T
VI V~_d, d~oCUSSlQn .•'t!. C.ontiIlued overleaf .•



f,ubscript:!oons Due.

I am asked by the Treasurer to remind all members that current
subscriptions are nov, due and I do hope you will let me have your
remitt~nce within the course of the next fow days; a form for this
JPJ.rposo if) enclosed ho:eewith and in order to record the details of
muubers' po.rticular interests and circulating paeket requirements
will you please complete the form in full. Those few members who
have ollrearly paid their subscription for 1953 are asked to complete
i:~:e first p:J.l.'t of tho form endorsing the lower part "Already paid".

N5\",' Members.--_.-..........._----.-
Forms are now available for membership applications, and we

should like at least to (louble our membership during[;he current
year; if each member mokes just one introduction our objective
would be easily o.chieved. Application forms will be sent on reQu.est.

It'utU1.'e Issues of "The Kiwi".--_.,----"--=;;.=...-=.;::.;.;.;=--=-

DeTinc: 1953 "The KiwP will be issued during alternate months
cn=EDcing February. The present editorship (Mr.Erskine and my-
s:·:-":) is purely a temporary measure follm-:ing the resignation of !Ill'.
R,\.',IJl;es. Our past President, Mr.Hugh Bramsdon has offered, also
:;euJ[lore-r'ily, some assistance. '1'he committee Vlould be very grateful
if some tlelllber would volunteer to undertake these editorial duties;
it is felt that amongst our Dide ~md varied membership there must
be someone who could and would be prep£red to do this job. Inci­
den'[;ally, in response to popUlar demBn ;-It has been decided, com­
menciuG with the February issue, to make certain alterations; the
page size will be reduced from -13 x 8[;0 10 x 8 as more convenient
for filing; the pages will be punched with two holes on the left
hand margin [U1.d stapled together only once (as this issue) in the
tap left hmld corner; the contents will be divided into two, the
fi_rst pi~rt containing purely Secretarial and Society items, the
«econd part being reserved entirely for New Zealond philo.tely propex-.
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Amended. Rul.eE!.

As only slight amendments were made to the Provisional Rules
at the liQllual General Meeting, details of these are enclosed with
this issue and members are reQ.uested to atto.ch the slips to the
P~Gvis1onal Rules dated March 19~2 a copy of which should be in
their posse[,sion; we will thus ~\Void '[;he immediate expense ~ 0­
plete new printing and also the wO-stage of the small stock stlll
hand.

com­
on

~l,lal General Meetinl-LReport.

This meeting was conducted (almost completely) according to
plan,i.e. ,as per Agenda published in ;lThe KiVli"No.7. The Presi­
dentls Heport was presenl;ed by tho retiring President,Mr.Hugh
Bramsdon, the Fitiancial Report and Statement for 1952 by ~~.A.A.

Ha:::'d, the Hon.Treasurer,ond there was also a supplementary' report
by Mr.Hard on the working of the Exchange Packets. Mr.A.D.M.
Curno~ save u most interesting and well received talk on the Postal
llistory of New Zealand and, finally, 178 auction lots which had been
Oll vievi durinc; the earlier part of the af ternoon were offered.
Details of each of these items are given in full in the following
pageD.

iT'be Prov:'ional Rules w1th slight 8l!l(mchnrnts were adopted ane'.
the elec1iion of Officers fol.' 1953 complded, Mr,P.f3tace:y Hcoker
bpi.ne e'"ected President for the ensuing year. The retir·i.ng l'resi-­
dent', lilr.Bramsdon was elected Vice President; Mr.A.ll..HCl.rQ,Hon.
'fre"surer and Exchange Packet Secreto.ry, and Mrs .M.Erskine, Hon.
Secrc1,,~ry, 'rhe co=ittee elected is composed of Mrs.E.C.M.Moorc,
MajoIJ."~Li:':~no.Messrs. G. B.Erskine ,T .fl. Hopkins and R.D. Williamson.

(Page Two)
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Although n large portion of the contents which follow compriseiJ
80ciet;y mattE:'ro only, I do believe that both the verbatim report on
Mr.CuI'now's tolk on Postal History and l\'Irs.Moore's conliribution on
the lei Universal are two items which will be well received parbicular­
ly bJ 'chose members who iJ,re more philatelicl,y-mip:ded than 80ciety­
mindod.

Once QgDin 0. Very Happy New Year.

Margarete Erskine (Mrs.)
Hon •Secretary.

It j,G normcllly the privilege; of t;w Secretary to present the
Annual neport, Our present Secretary klS, however, come into the
pic'bure so lute in the year end under somewhat difficult oircum­
DtDnces thn,t it '11,:\8 sCflrcel;y fo.ir to :'J,ak her to do so on this occosirm.

'rIle first :/eJJ: in eny Society's life is never easy end our Society
'hew facod greo.t difficulties with the resignation of two Secretru'ies
i;] ti.eyoar, Beforo the Society WGS five months old, our first Secre-
t3 Y '')', lvi:c.IIewi'tt, resigned ov';ing to pressure of other work. Again
",'.cr! "ory little vlO.rning, Mr.Lees, who toole over from Mr.Hewitt re­
"::~:".l'~<, ;_n September owing to (l eilnnge of work and address. These two
,e'c-,s:C2r,wtions brought a host of r.:tinor complicll.tions ond certnin papers
nay have been 10Gt in trcmsit.

The Society was formed on the 23rd J13nuo.ry last when the inovgural
meeting was held nt 44, Fleet S'treet. Since then, there hi~s been a
steed;)" increase in members and at the end of October there were 113
member's, including membors from New Ze(llo.:nd Dnd America. This augurs
viell for the future but I hope before another year p(lsses 01.1.1' member-
1Jhjll will rise to the 250 m(lrk. I Vlould like every member to t ry B.)';ld
nU"}(,J at; least one recruit in the coming year. There have been five
g'>:Jcro.l meetings during the year. the first o.t 44, Fleet Street and
~;ln rest 0,1:; 151 City Road. I thj,nk I must at this stoge make an
ap?c!',,1 to members for more support at the general meetings not only'
by attcnding but also by helping to provide displays. The Com.'n1 ttee
:1:'801 , not unreasonablJ' I think, that too much ho.s been left to too
few. Attendances have been 10Vl, though many members reside outside
th,e London Area iJnd , in foirness to those who give display's, I would
11£0 to see increased attcndru1ccs. It has seamed too that members
hcrve been relucbnt to give displays. It must be remembered that it
Vlo'od,d be 0.1m08t an impasse' if future disp18.ys were 1ef l; to those vlho
have olroady done their best. They cannot be expected to produce a
novel' ending vo.riety of displays and I do ask any members who can
DBS:i.st to let the f,ecretnry knovl an(l Give brief deto.i1s. Too little
interest ho.s been shown in acquainting the Secretary with members r
j,ncJ.ividuul intereelts end when some attompt has teen made to st,~rt 0.
,Gtt~dy Circle or get members. interested in 0. speciDl study, there
llnil been no support. The time has n'lW come vJhon the futuro of' the
[',()dety rests j.n your hands. The COlnmittee feel that members must
'!:Jack them up end come forwurd to help. No-one co.n increl,1se our
kno~ledge of the stronps of New ZeGlcnd unless members oem ~y dis­
cuslJJ.on end study, p()ol their kncwlledge in the COllllllon tnsk.

As ;:esards tIle Committee I VJent '1:;0 tolee this opportunity '~n
thGill( them for their support during n happy year of office. 111
h:J,Vc pulled thoir weiGht throughout the year. 'iii thout decrYlng
tne efforts of any, I must mention the vo.lua'!:Jle o.ssisto..'1cO affo:t:'ded
on every occasion by Mr.Erskine in spite 0'[ his arduous duties us
Oh:.c\i:t'Jl1.OJJ of t'[10 Bri~i.lJh Fb~i.ll)!ieUc ",,'s30ciation. SeVE'1I1 meeting,;;
·~J.D.V:.~' lj~c.Li h~31rl, at Ml\.;.'~i:rf3ki..."YJ.eI B offiof;- t'.~~r'oush :)j~s COUJ;'{;eny, Dl1d I
think, conc;iCLering the difficulties, mUQh has been o.ccompJiplwd.

T cDnnot end this Report wi thout po.ying t.ribute to certc"in
•

(PaDe Three)



members. First, I thiril\:, we must aclmowledge our ioclobteliness
to Iitr. Heni tt, who took the initial ntcps to get our Society f oUIlded,
though I still wonder myself tha:t it had not been done m'.,.,~h earlier.
I thinJ, also we lD.ust extend our thO-nks to Mr.Lees not only for tak­
in:::: over the Secretarypliip o:t phort notice but also to his succes,s­
ful hatcbin(!; of "rhe Kiwi". By and large ,I think we have the basin
of a first class organ for di,:.:Jor.linc1.ting :Lnformation on New Zealand
philcltelic hh3tory. Next we must thunk Mr. GtHce;), Hooker no'~ only
t'or provicling the vccnue for our meetings but alpo for most interest­
displayn and for his vHluublo oon'tributions to ;1'1'1"Ie Xivli·'. I aM
sure !dr.Harcl v;ould wish me on yO'lu' oehalf to thank Ivlr.Edsall for his
3UVIJOrt of tho packet and VIC cho~d ,:-lso e:kTress our thanlcs to Mr.
Harrl f or his work as Packet 3ecrebaI'J'. Here again the more
[~enoral backinl) of all our members would be vJelcomed. I would alGa
111:e to thank personally 0.11 who have :~;iven dislJlayD (mel Httencled
the WieetinljB aDd finally I would mention Mrs.E1's:cine who took over
bile Se()rntal\yuhip (It a most d.ifficult time in OUI' C(lreer. I hope
she ms.y f~dOl'nbh[\t ofrice for ;;wn:;;/eo.rs to come.

If membors will pull their weii";ht, the So()iety'13 future chould
be O-ssured, Big things often helve small beginnings, and I \Voulcl
(lsic every Illomber ~ wbabovor his 010 b.er lnteroel;s ~ 'be they Ohf;llou
Hoaeis, the 2'icto1'ia1s, the l'1oderns, ocr 1Jost,,1 History - not only to
l'l!.'lce known thl'OUi:5h "The Kiwi" their mLte of knowledg;e, but also to
supply mo.beri(ll f or the p:,(c.lte ill and whenever circumstances ]?crmi t,
"'.ut only to attc)J).cl the meetingn but he111 provide disp1a;yro for tho
b'inlC:t'i t of cne o.nd Hll, Tho stwups end Postal History of NOVI Zea-
land form '-~ wide and ever exprmding field and the Conuai ttee looks to
yOll Q11 incHviduall:; to help plant that field with tho seeds of your
ktlo'IIle(~i;e for the benefit of our hobby in general Md collectors,
pror:-\otll; c:xld fUGure, in particulo.r,

Hugh Brllmsdotl.

FINJ:J,C Iiu, 8'I'A'l\r~iIffiNT
--,-~_...,_..............._,-_.......-.- -

YJllHIOD DEc:mMBER 1951 TO 31st. OC'l'OBER 1952.
(Preclcutod ~(t tho A.G.M.)

,_ .. '," -._" ,~_.,,, ._,_.,_ _ '-'-' - ~ ,.~

The 1.nitia1 expcmses during thc first ten months of the Socicl;y' ,',
exiGtencc must neccssarily be high on account of the purchase of
stoe,J,;;s of ]Xl.per, et", ti onery requisi tes ,etc. Also the incomo from sub-,
so.riptions for thh, :reriod is not as 3reot (lS it will be for H simi­
l:Jr poriod next yeo.l'. The lucmbership stO-nels at 113 and quite a
proportion of theDo rJubsc:riptions h,"VO been at :J.reduced rate.

Thi,J trying period has h:~d further setbe.oks by t:'1e unfortUIlllte
resiguntion of two Bocretar,y-Tre:l.Durers,this entc.ileJ. D. chango of
firms for p:rintin['; uno.. duplicating e-c;c.which is not conducive ·to
rcuminp; the 300i0t;)'1 s financeG most economicall~y. liicver'l;heless t;he
Soeie ty I S Income and Ex;oendi ture Acco\mt shows 0. smull profit.

On the Inc-,ome si(le:- i~60. L,. Oli
On the Expendi tUl'e sille: 59.11,. ed
As Packe'b SeeretaX':l,I [13;\/e boen forwarding rernittancos for the

PCI.ckot 83.1es to the previous 'J:reo.suror for b,',lnking wi th the Society I :J

account tl.S agreed by the Committee and therefore I propose deali.nc;
wi th the Exch:mge Puclcet AccO\mt next. Here we shovi an excess of
in0Wc ovel' e:lQendi tlU:'e of .c~4.11,4d. How we come to the Balance
:3hcei; combining the t\'1" preViOl1$ tl.CCO'l.lilt~.;.; this IlhcW'S a bnlWlc$ Clf
&Of,O,8d tc b~ el'l.rried forward to 1953, which consi~ring the trying
CT1'C'\lJ1Hl '11\!'I",ee:- c1' the first ;,--o,~u' l'Gl,r(Wonts in lIly opinion 0. rccaoon·­
lJ.o1;:r ':'Jc,+;:Lsf'\etoI'J' position.
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(TllG three accounts rerorre(l to 'I.bove (lrc
po.ge) •

(page Four)

Albert A. EJ.rel•.
Hon" r.flre afJuY'cr ~

set out on the oppo:~:L bc~
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Here i g a li,qt of 1 c:;~ e.ctually '~I old t osether with the
vendors' reserved prico8 followed by "the priceF,: roalit:;ted at
the Socioty's first Auctio~ sale which was held at the
Kingsley HotQl on. tho 15th Novombor 1952. In the ob~e:ncc
of Lilr.Nool TurnOI't the Hon.i!uctionoor, the sa10 waa. conducted
by Mr.G.B.Erskinc.

.
... r

I ~

.-

Lot.

-
Re~orvGd

at.

12/6d
30/-d
20/-d
16/6d
45/-d
3/-d

12/-d
18/6d

7/6d
1/9d

15/-d
(N ~R. ~
CN.R"
(N.R.
(N .R. )
12/-d
53/-d
(N.R.l
(N.H.
(N.H.
eN.R. )
50/-d
25/_d
3/-d
1/6d
1/6d

20/-d
2/6d
2/6d

22/6d
15/-d
20/-d
30/-d
22/6d
4/-d
4/-d

PriCG
rtH3.1i8ed ..

12/6d
40/-d
ZOI-d
16/6d
45/-d
3/-d

12/-d
20/-d
8/-d
3/-d

lSi-a
8/-d
7/-d

lO/-d
£5.0.0cl.
16/-d
63/-d
10/-d
12/6d
7/-d
8/-a

50/-d
27/-d
31-1
1/6d
1/6l1

22/6d
2/6d
4/-<1

22/6d
15/-d
22/qd
4-5/-d
27/61.1
lol-d
9/-d

Lot.

-
Ro~erved

at.

30/-d
lO/-d
lO/-d
1/6d
1/6d

12/6d
40/-d
lO!-d

~
N ~R. )
N.H. )
N .R.)

(N .R. )
5/6d
4/-j
3/-d

20/-d
8/6d
3/6d

25/-1
15/-d
14/-d
60/-d
12/6d

4/6c.1
3/-d

15/-d
20/-d
3/9d
6/-d
2/3d

(N .R. )
eN .R l )

~
N.R ~ )
N.R,)
N,R. )

Price
£.eali~ed.

30/-d
lO/-d
lOI-d
3/-d
5/6d

14/-d
42/6d
lO/-d
5/-d
7/-c1
5/-d
5/-d

12/6d
4/-d
3/-d

20/-d
a/6d
3/6d

32/-d
17/6d
14/-d
60/-d
15/6d
5/-d
3/-d

15/-d
23/6d
4/-d

, 6/-d
2/6d
5/-J
l/-d
5/-c1
2/6d

20/-d

•

..

J ,. •

.., -

From the forogoing thcro nre $Gveral points of intere~t
to be notGd, . ·ll:hut only 71 of the 178 lot~ vwre 7.lold ind1cate~
quito definitoly tho majority of the El$.t~rio.l off0rouc8rried
too high a ro~orve price. Soles wer& made up of 32 po~tal
biGS Dnd 39 bid~ in the room, Tho postal bidding wa9 of
intorest; there WLire 68 for 46 lo~8 D..Ild of the 32 which y{ere
successful 22 wcr0 80CR~ed for the post31 bidder at le$s than
the L10ximum pri co offEJrocl.

Anothur point is,that the highe8t price ren1i~ed.durinG
tho sole V/i1S for n lot which cnrriod no rt:8GJ2Y£J It is Dvi-
dent thot tho hiV1 re~0rV~Q pricGs are rGQ!ly a wa~tG of ti~e,
not only to tho proEipo ctivc :purcha~er rnd the L1Uctioneor but
o.lso to tho actual OVlne:rSl of the ITlc.tGI'inl.

The conuni ttee hope to orgpni~e 8J?-other .Auction enrly in
1953 when, it is hoped, all member~ will benefit b,y the
experience gained from our firll:lt F.lnle.



HISTOHY OF 'TEE POSTAJ, .sERVICES OF NEW ;oEAL"IID

By A.D.M. CURNOW.
I

\Ihen Vie consider that a postal system 0 f a oort Vias known in
EGypt befo Ye 4,700 B. C. ;:.end thn t 'ancient B~'\bylon and China had
cour.ier systems, the history. of' postal services in the modern
world and particularly in the new countries such as New Zealand
S8ems barely to scratch the .surface of Time .•

I F.\In Doing to tell you something of the story of the postal
sarvices in New Zealand. Th~ story of the posts in New Zeal~nd

is the story of the' pioneers themselves, of trail blazing, of the
clearing o.f forests to make farms, of the di.. scovery of gold, and
of the exploitation of every modern means of transport and C01l­
Lmnication as it Was introduced.

A Now Zealar4 postal system Was first mentioned by William
Plowditch in 1831 when he was cOlrrmissioned by the Postmaster­
Genoral of New South Wales to receive and dispatch mails at the
B".y of Islands i.n the north ily part of New Zealand. "The Bay of
Islands was the cradle of E~ropean civilisation in New Zealand.
It I"as the sCeDe of· the first Christian service in New Zealand,
conducted on Christmas Day, 1814 by the Rev. SiMiJuel Marsden. It
was the first place of European settlement, and attracted not
onJ_y those Whose business v,[).s the welfare of the lIbori people,
CJ.1rl those who had come to trade honestly, but also a certain
1':,[;['Jer of escaped convicts from the Australian penal settlements.
It was also a point of call for whalers ~nd sealers.

In 1840, Britain, by concluding the Treaty of Vlaitangi "ith
the Mao ris, completed the proCess of establishing sovereignty
over New Zealand, and in the srune year the first post office waS
opened. The treaty was signed near the shores of the Bay' of
Islands, and the post office was opened at Kororareka, now known
as Hussell, also at the Bay of Islands. This post office is
still in USe today. At this time Russell was the seat of
Government.

British settlements were springing up at Auckland and Well­
ington and it was not long before post offices were opened at
these places and at Coromandel. Hokianga and Waimate, all in the
North Island.

P~stal charges Were high by modern standards in the early
days, and until 1855, when stamps were introduced a eystem of
cash payment Hl.S used. In 1858, the Post Offioe became a sep-
ara'be department of the Government, and in 1862, prepayment of
po 8tage rcas made compulsory. At this time the charge for
inland letter pos'tage was 2<1, and overGeas, 6d.

Wherever settloments ""ere estab lis'ned, the setting-up of
post offices followed not far behind. The first pos·t offices
in the South ISland were established at Nelson and Akaroa in
J.842. Nelson lias settled in that yoar, and the first settlers
-- a party from France •. - had settled at Akaroa two years
earlier. In 1848, the Scottish Presbyterian settlers arrived
at Port Chalmers in tho PrOVince of Otago, and in that year post
offices ~ere sot up at the port and at Thlnedin, the capital of
the province. English Stlt tlers arrived at Lyttelton irt 1850
to found the Province of Canterbury, and a post office was
established there allllostimmediately. In 1853, a post office
waa established at ChristChurch, now the largest city in the
f;outh Islar.d.

In 1890, tho letter rate to the Unitod Kingdom was reducod

(Page Eight)
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to 2-hd, a.nd in th", followtng y"~,:r, New Zealand jail-Jan the Uni­
v(~rso.l Postal Union, Wll:ldl had been founded in 1.fl7ti.

Tho most significant event in New Zenland postal history is
probably the in'traduction of the universal penny post in 1901, by
Sir Joseph 'Nard, then Pastme.ster-<1eneral ani later' Prime Ministe:!'
of New Zealand. This event gave the postal services of the
country an immense stimulus, and postings steadily increased.
The nurnber of po stings doubled between 1907 and 1938, the peak
pre~lar year. In the 1951-52 financial year total postings were
nearly 350,000,000 •

Before 1840, the carriage of mails depended from one part of
N~w Zealand to another and overseas, depended on the chance
arI'ival and departure of ships. Tho first overland mail service
ViCi.S established between Hollington and Wanganui in 1841. Maoris
covered tho route on foot once a fortnight. A similar service
'ilOS establishod botrieen Aucl~land and Now Plymouth, (then known as
Petro) in 1843, and in 1844 the two services wore linked once @,
mOrith. Letters then took three weekS in transit betW(Hm Auck-
land and Wellington. The hazards of delivery in those days must
have been great, with frequent trouble between one Maori tribe
and anothor, and between the Maoris and European settlers. Let-
tors were frequently oxchanged between New Zealand towns by ship
viet Sydnoy.

In 1854. a mail service was begun between Dunedin and Clutha
in the South Island, and in 1857, a Maori foot serviCe was
G8'Ua.blished between Auckland and Napier, Canterbury and Otago
1,",'.1:'0 linked by an overlr.~nd service in 1859, and services 1',iere
gradually extended northwards in the South Island to Picton, and
south to Riverton.

In tho North Island, tho establishment of overland mail
services often had to wait on the cutting of paths through the
00nse forest which covored most parts of the countryside.

Tho earliest recorded transport of mail, apart from on foot
~nd by sea, was by canoe on the Waikato River -- the longest
l'i vel' in New Zealand .- which runs through the centre of the
North Island. Horses were not used until 1856, when dogcarts
v,ero introduced on the Wellington-Wanganui service. The fj.rst
mention of coaches was made in 1862, when Cobb and Company boean
a serVice from Dunedin to the goldfields of Central Otago,
Gold Was found in Central Otago in 1861 by Gabriel Read, and. the
l'1.'sh which followod brought a great influx of goldseekers from
overseas. Prosperity Came to Dunodin from the goldrush, as it
c1td to Canterbury and IIGstland from gold discoveries a few years
It,t(~r on tho West Coast of the South Island. Gold I"o.s an
im}Jort=t factor in the development of the South Island, wtich
until the beginning of the 20th century led the North Island in
populc.tion and prosperity.

Tll :'.1:,67" mails 1"1",'3 b "i1'g ca~'rj,Eld overland between Christ-
"lnil'ch 8.1;:1 D.llJ:;clin in three davE:. About; this time introGuction
of steam ships on coastal services led 1jot~8ir grb,tsr use fo2'
t"G carrtage of mails. The usual time for mail bet.wen main
ports Was five days and betl";eon secondary ports, 'ben days.

Le'titers were carried for thG first time by rail in 1863,
v:hen the first railWay in New Zealand r,'as opened between Christ­
olmroh and Fcrrymead a distance of' a few mtles.

In tre 18705, New Zealand manG great progress in all fields.
In the North Island, particularly, the end of major troubles
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between tho Maori tribes and the Government, enabled the opening­
up of the land fo l' farming to go on unhindered. The great need
was lor improved cOllllimnications, a loan of £10,000,000 was
floated overseas for the cOnstruction of railways. In 1878,
mails Were carried by railway from Christchurch to Invercargill,
and the first railway travelling post office was introduced. By
1909, rail transport had replaced sea services for the great bulk
of mail. In 1923, one of the last great natural barriers to the
speedy transport 0 f mail r,as brok0n, with the opening of the
Otira railway tunnel -- still the longost in the Southern Hemi­
sphere -- linking the Gast and west coasts of the South I~land

through the Southern Alps.

In 1840, it took seven months for a Colonial Office dis­
patch to travel from London to GoVernor Hobson in New Zealand.
It often took two months for despatches to travel from Sydney to
the Ba,y of I..slands. The first regular overseas mail service
was established between Auok1and and Sydney in 1854, and later
Wellington and Melbourne were linked. The prOVincial govern­
ments of Auckland and Wellington respectively were responsible
for these servioes. The first rogular mail service between
Eng1~nd end Australia was established in 1855, and in 1859 a
connecting service with New Zealand was begun.

In the 1860$ mail from Britain took about five months to
reach New Zealand. In 1866, when mail was shipped to Panama
and carried across the Isthmus of Darien for the further sea
voyage to Britain the time was reduced considerably. The com­
pletion of the American trans-continental railway in 1869 meant
that lotters could travel across the United States by rail from
San Francisco to New York, and the time was reduced to 42 days.
In lG97, letters took 31 days in transit. The previous year,
the oompletion of the trans -Canada raile,ay had given New Zealand
an "all-Red" route to Britain for the first time.

There was no signifioant ohange in the overseas transit of
mail until 1934, when the E@pire air services were extended to
Australia. It then beoame possible to Send a letter to Britain
in 14 days. The first direct air mail link with New Zealand w~s

establishod on April 30, 1940. Behind this achievement lay the
pion8ering fliehts of such men as Ulm, who· carried the first air
mail both ways across th e Tasman Sea in 1934, and of Sir Charles
Kingsford Smith, in his famous airoraft "Southern Cross". Ulm
lost his life while attempting a flight to North America, and
Kingsford 8mi th the following year while flying from Britain to
Australia. The history of internal air mail services, which are
Widely used in New Zealand to-day, goes back to 1919, When the
first consignment Was flown between Auckland and Da.rgavi11e.

Motor-vehicles were first used for the carriage of mail in
1903, and they have a most important part in the distribution of
mail to-day. New Zealand has a population of 2,000,000, more
than 1,000,000 of whom live in tile cities and large towns.
There are, however, many large rural areas which depend on the
rural mailman who operates under contract to the Post Office.

The Post and Telegraph Departm0nt in New Zealand to-day has
a staff 'of 19,500, and transacts postal business amounting to
nearly £3,800,000.

The foregoing was u talk givon by Mr. Curnow, (Press Officer
at the New Zea1ruld High CoIDm1scionor'D Office,London)at the
Annual General Meeting.
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THE NEW ZEALAND "PENNY UNIVERSAL"

By E.C.M. MJORE
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I must apologise to Members for not having fully explained
previously What is meant by the 4.o'clock flaw. After the
Reserve Plate was laid down the original Die was damaged slightly,
and this showed on the Booklet Plate and on all subsequent plates,
as a thickening of the edge on the lower right side of the right
hand rosette, in about a 4.0 position on the clock face; hence
the name. This flaw is recognised as a most useful guide in
diViding the Penny Universals into two groups.

Plates 1,2, I'..; 3.P:lper made by ALEX. roWAN b SONS
Unwatermarked and Watermarked.

----------------------------------------
After trial the Basted Mills paper was considered to be un­

satisfactory and Messrs. A. Cowan & Sons were then asked to supply
some paper. The first Vlhioh this firm sontto New Zealand was

, unwatermarked, there were two qualities, one a medium thin paper
and the other thinnor and slightly brittle. . This proved qUite
satisfactory to the Government Printers and Cowans were asked to
supply a fUrther quantity, but as it waaconsidared wrong to use

• an unwatermarked paper, the next consignment Vias watormarked with
the N.Z. & Star. The watermark is easily seen and is ocoasion-

o ally found inverted, reversed or inverted reversed. It was this
1 paper which was used throughout the remaining printings of the

Penny Universals and. during its use it varied in thickness, it
was never thick as the Pirie paper, but sometimes softer than the
unwatermarked Cowan paper. The mesh is always horizontal and
easily soen, in this it differs from both the Pirie and Basted
Mills.·.

•

•
•

,

••

•,,-,
•·.
•

· .

Platos 1,2, & 3 were used for the printings on both Cowan
papers, and according to the "Now Zealand H..ndbook Vol I" the
re-entrieo (10 these papers are the same as tho":J '1'1t .. (] for P'Dt,,",g
"\ 1"",> .~, ~~ ""I : ~.', .,\... :....j" ~~Il:,~:,.:!:_.~ ,,>. :•• ;:I',:} "L"J..~,'~'::

By January 1902, when the stamps on the unwatermarked paper
were issued, the Plates were beginning to show signs of wear and
it would appear likely that some re-touches must have been made
about this time. I have not seen any reference to this, but
here I think shoUld be a fruitful field for study. L haVe noted
one or two things but it would be better to me-ke furthe:r.
resoarches before committing these to paper. When the stamp" on
Watermarked paper were issued in April 1902, the Plates were,
getting so very worn that in many of the stamps there appeared no
background and very little detail of the frame. Sometimes these
stamps are cOnfused with eopies from the "Dot Plates" in worn
condition, but the 4.o'cloek flaW in the "Dot Plates" soon ident­
ifies thorn. as no matter how faint the design the flaw alway,s
shows. '

The ink used for these stamps was carmine, there are some
shades and stamps printed from WOrn Plates had a pink look, due
more to the absence of the design than any change in the colour
of the ink, though a stamp printed in deop carmine-lake is til.

recent discovery by Mr. H.T.M. Fathers.

The perforations are in the usual variety produoed by the
maer-ines gauging 14 and 11. Perforation 11 in the waterm~rked

paper is particularly scurco. Stal'lPS are found imperf.
(Page Eleven) continued overleaf



horizontally or vertically. A new variety also discovered by
Ic'r. l;'atho:>:'s is on Cowan v,atermarl<ed paper perforated 14 ho~'i­

,wntally and double perfs. 11 vertically.

The gum used fOr the unwatermarked paper was dull and thin,
at first a similar gum lias used, for the watermarked paper, but
la~er it was of a better quality, whito and shiny.

*,:t*****

REB'LECTIOlW OU OUE "".UC'l'ION.

'rhe conni ttee' s report; on 1;;1e Auction sale of Novenber 15th
is of interest, but appears 'bo. be, written r,lG,inly frop the buyer's
point of view. FroD. the seller' 8 point of view there are cer­
t1J.in diDc\rlvantciges in such :'J., s'O\le. One ,strculge to say, is thQt
all potential bidders are N.Z. co11ectors,many of then with good
collections. This ~leans that coppetition for che:J.p· and uedium
stiillPS is lilcel:Y' to be snaIl. In other words such stanps will
no'~ sell at all, or only at ri(Uculous prices. Lot No.116 (no
re'lCT"J"e) is a 300d eXBlllplG. Stanps catalogued at about 36/-d
ic·jld :for 5/-d. That o.10L"'), I wo"c1.ld sugGest, is a good reason for
;,,'. :)L~e reserve.

To fJay that the hiGhest price obtained in the B'l.le was for a
N.R.lot is beside the point. £5 for Vol.II of the Handbook is a
poor) not c, Good price. * Sil:lilarly, if I had,put ne reserve ~n

lot 23, (a good copy of the lozenge wrJ1c. ,) ond ~t had sold for A,,6
or £7, that would ho.ve been the highest price in the sale I,but
Gtill very-cheap. As it was, £11 seaned a reasonable reserve, and
if the St<"JHp didn.t. sell, I was <;].uite ho.ppy to keep it.

Lnother 10t,No.32,was described by the" auctioneer as having
a low reserve,but it drew no bidding at all.

What does all this OLlOunt to? Surely this ,that ,while in a
big London ,gale cOlilpetition will ensure Good bidding and reasonabl8
prices and it is safe to fix a low or no reserve. In a sale
such as ours bidding is likely to be apathetic for Dany lots and a
low reserve wi+l result in too low r.~ price.

It is obvious ,- perhops overlooked becaUSe it is so obvious ....
that without se.lle1's ttlere ca.l be no sale ,and theref ore sellers as
well £I.e bu,yers need encouragenent. It 1.1:7 be that this will not
be f orthconlin£, for sellers, if buyers do not want the Lwjori ty of
the st:JrClpS except c.t knock-out priCGs. If so,the prospects for
good rluction sales are not pro:1isinc;.

One pr~}.ctical suu;c;es"bion. The postage :!nlrolved in post:,,]. viow­
ing and buYing one or nore lots is just over 2/6d. If the lobs,or
lot are worth in all less than 10/-d, I suggesttkct letters con-
taining then should not be rec;istered. The risk of loss and
W·;lOunt involved o,re so 8.,:10.11 tho.t perhaps the extra lnBUJ:'=ce pre­
PlU:;' involved would be little,or nothing, and the 3..rranr3;el':1ent
shol1,ld definitely encourccp;e posto.l bidrling. '

L.G.J,o.cob.

(Above present :lQrket price ..... Editor.)

•__•. __',_......,....... '._1\, ........",_,."'". ~ '...__• _._......_~..... .--".

"The Kiwi" is edited ond produced by the Hon.Secretar;",-!l'Ir:;;.M.
Erskine ,12 Elliot Road ,Hendon ,London.N. W. 4. to whop all COlld1m.j,,·
ciltions in connection with the Society shoulcl be Q~dressed.
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