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" THE OFFICIAL. ORGAN OF THE NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN

Notes from the Secretary,

. Firat, after wishing every member of the Soclety a very happy
- and prosperous New Year - a greeting in which I am joined by the
offlicers and committee ~ I must apologise for the somewhat delayed
T disgribution of this issue of “The Kiwi‘, Hard as we tPied, it
bromme quite impossible to complete this before the Christmas hollday
jozther with the long and tedious incldental work of sorting,collat-
. in;r, stapling, folding, enclosing and addressing., However, now this
issue 15 in your hands I hope you will be kind enough to say it was
worth waiting for?
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Very largely, this issue comprises a full report of our Annual
General Meeting, 1t being agreed by the committee that this would
be to the advantage of the large number of nembers who were unable
to be with us at the Kingsley Hotel on that oceasion.

. Members’ Neekings.

1 am able to repoiy that since the Annual Gerieral Meeting the
new Committee has held its first meeting and gob some way ahead
with the 1953 programme. Arrangements have beer made to hold
; Members! Meetings on alternate months throughout 1952 at the Kingsley
e Hotel, Bloomsbury Way, W.C.l.,, on the third Wednesday. commencing
Junuvarysy the dates ave as followsi-

January 21st March 18th May 20th
July 15%h September 16%h Koveunber 18th

Fa

The meeting room will he aveilable on each date at ©,p.m, and the
meeting proper will commence at 6,30,p.n,3 these will normally

\ " Finish at 8,p.m, {or possibly before)according to the programme,
but the rcom will remain at our disposal until 8,30,p.n, for those
who wish Yo get togeother and chat,

We believe many menmbers wilil appreciante this new venue; it is
e central and within easy distance of Holborn{EKingsway)and Tottenham
-3 Court Rosd Underground Stations anddl many #Jest End to City bus
: routes pass the door, Refreghmnents will be available before the

0 meeting and ghould any members care to dine in the restaurant afterw
uamis the hotel management have offered full facilities,

A% our first 1953 meeting (2lst Jenuary) I o

Bope a harge number of membérs wlll be present and
that all who cen will bring along with them up %o

stz sheets of maberial for display ané, if whwy
Uun-wy dliscussion, '

. 2 continued overleaf.. *




Subscriptions Due,

1 am asked by the Treasurer to remind all members that current
subgeriptions are now due and I do hope you will let me have your
remittance within the course of the next few days; & form for this
mrpoge 18 enclosced herewith and in order to record the details of
migbers! particular interests and circulating packet reguirements
will you please complete the form in full, Those few members who
have already paid thelr subscription for 1953 are asked to complete
the £first part of the form endorsing bthe lower part “Already paid!,

Hzw Mcmbers,

Forms are now avallable for membership applications, and we
should like at least to double cur membership during the current
yearsy 1f each member maokes just one introduction our objective
would be easily achieved. Application formes will be sent on request,

Tuture Issues of “The Eiwi',

During 19532 “The Kiwi' will be issued during alternute months
commencing February, The present editorship (Mr.Erskine and my-
g»l2" is purely a temporary measure Tollowing the resignation of ir,
R,V Lees, Qur past President, Mr,Hugh Bramsdon has offered, also
semporarily, some sssistance, The committee would be very grateful
if some nmewber would volunteer to undertake these editorial duties;
it 1s felt that amongst our wide and varied membership there nust
be someonc who could snd would be prepared to do this job, Inel-
dentally, in response to popular demsnd, 1% has been decided, com~
mencing with the February issue, to make certain alterationsy the
page size will be reduced from 13 x 8 to 10 x 8 o8 more convenient
for filing; the pages will be punched with two holes on the lefd
hand margin and stapled together only once (as this issue) in the
top lelt hand corner; the contents will be divided intoe two, the
first part containing purely Secretarisl and Society items, the
geoond part being reserved entirely for New Zealand philately proper.

Awended Rules,

As only slight amendments were made to the Provisional Rules
ot the Annual General Meeting, details of these are encleosed with
this issue and members are requested to attach the slips to the
Provislonal Rules dated Mareh 1952 & copy of which should be in
their poszession; we will thus avold the immediate expense of o com—
plete new printing and also the wastage of the small stock still on
hand,

Annual General Meetillyg Report,

Thig meebing was conducted (almost completely) according to
plan,i.e.,z28 per Agenda published in "The Kiwli"No.7. The Presi-
dentts Report was presented by the retiring President ,Mr.Hugh
Bramsden, the Financial Report and Statement for 1952 by Mr.i.A.
Hard, the Hon,Tressurer,ond there was also o supplementary report
by Mr.Hard on the working of the Exchange Packets, Mr,A.D.M,
Curnow gave g most lnteresting and well received tallk on the Postal
History of New Zealand and, finally, 178 auvction lots which had been
on view during the earlier port of the afternoon were offered,
Details of each of these items are wiven in full in fhe following

PARED.

The Provaicnal Rules with slight amendments were adopted and
the electlion of Officers for 1953 ccumploeted, Mr.F.Stacey Heoker
belng elected President for the ensuing year, The retiring Presi-
dent, ur,Bramsdon was elected Vice Presidenty MNr,A.A.Hurd,Hon.
Tre ssurer and Ixchange Packet Secretary, and Mrs,M,Erskine, Hon,
Secrctaly., The commlttee elected 13 compesed of Mrs.E,C,M.Moore,
Hajort,ll.rine Messrs, G, B,Erskine,T,H, Hopking and R.D.Williomson,

fn g
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41though a large portion of the contents which follow comprises
Sociely matters enly, I do believe that both the verbatim report on
Mr.Curnow!s talk on Postal History and Mrs.lMoore!s conbribution on
the lc Universal are two items which will be well receilved parbticular—
Ly by Ghose members who ore more philatelicly-mipded than Society-
minded,

Once agoin a Very Happy New Year,

Margarete Brekine (Mre.)
Hon.3ecretary,

Betiring President's Report,
(Bicsented ab the A,G.ML)

It is normally the privilemc of the Secretary to present %the
Annucl Report,  Our presenl Secretary hos, however, come into the
picture 2o late in the yesr snd under somewhat difficult circum-
choneces that i wos searcely falr to s=sk her to do o on this occasion,

The [irst yeor in any Boclety's life is never easy and our Society
nas foced great ddifficulties with the resignation of two Secretaries
i the year, Before the Society was five months old, our first Secre~
tary, Mo,Hewitt, resigned owing to pressure of other work, Again
vilon very little warning, Mr,Lees, who took over from Mr.Hewltt re-
ol nied in Sepbember owlng to a cnange of work and address, These two
rosizantions brought a host of ninor complications and certaln papers
way have been lost in tranelt,

The Doclety was formed on the 23rd Jsnuary last when the inaugural
reeting was held ot 44, Fleet Street.  Since then,there has been a
stesdy lncrease in menmbers and at the end nf October there were 113
members, including members from New Zealond and America,., This augurs
well for the future but I hope before snother year passes our membeT-—
ship will rige to the 250 mark, I would like every member to € ry arnd
swrnd ot least one recrult in the coming year, There have been five
general meebings during the year, the firgt ot 44, Pleet Street and
thz rest at L5L Clty Road., I think I must at this stoge make an
appeal to members for more support at the general meetings not only
oy atiending but also by helping to provide displays,  The Committee
Tecl, not unreasonably I think, that too much has been left %o too
few,  Attendsnces have been low, thousgh many members reside outside
the London Area and, in fairness to those who give dlsplays, I would
L lie %0 see increzsed attendances, It has Seemed too that members
nzve been reluctsnt to give displays, It must be remembered that it
would be almoot en impasger if future displays were left to those who
hove alreoady done thelr best, They connot be expected to produce a
never ending variety of displays and I do ask any members who can
a83lst %o let the Secretary know and give brief details, Too little
luterest has been shown In acqueinting the 3Jeeretury with members!
individual interests and when some abttempt hasleen made to start o
atudy eircle or get members Inbterested in a special study, there
08 been no support. The time hes now come when the fubure of the
Soelety restsz in vour hands, The Commitbee feel that members must
back them up cnd come forward te help., KNe—one can increase our
tmowledge of the stamps of New Zealsnd unless members can by dis-—
cusglon and study, pool thelr knowledge in the common task,

As egords the Committee, I wont to toke Ghis opportunity o
thaal them for their support during 2 hoppy year of affice, All
nave putled thelr welpht throughout the year. Wwithout decrying
the elforts of any, I nust mention the valusble assistance afforded
on every occcasion by Mr,Erskine in spite of his arducus dubles as
Chalrmon of the Brivish Philatelice Association,  Seven meetings
nove bren held, ot Mrolirslinets offles theough his courbeny, and I
thinlk, considering the difficwlities, mueh has been accompliched,

I connot end this Report wibthout peying tribute to certoin

.
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members, Pirgt, I think, we must acknowledze our liandebiedness

to Mir,Hewitt, who took th@ initial steps o @et our Society founded,
though I still wonder myself thaft it had not been done much earlier.
I think slso we must exbtend our thanks to Mr.lLees not only for takx-
iz over the Secretaryship atb short notice bub also to his success-—
ful hatching of “Phe Kiwi’, By and large,l think we bave the basls
of a first class organ for 4i: bcm1natin5 information on New Zesland
philatelic history., Next we nust thonk Mr,3tacey Hooker noi only
for providing the venue for our meetings but also for mest infterest-
digpluys and for his wvalusble conbtributions to "The HKiwlf, 1L au
sure Mr.Hard would wisch me on your behalf to thank Mr,Edsall Lor his
support of the packet and we chould zlso express our Lhanks fto Mr,
Hard fTor his work as Packet Secrejary. Here again, the mnore
general baclkking of all our members would be welcomed I would alco
like to thank personally sll who have given digplays and attended
the Meetinpgs and ilnuLly T would mention Mrs.BErsiine who took over
the Secrceteryship at a most difficult time in our career., 1 hope
she mzy adorn Gthat office for wany years to come,

If mewbers will pull thelr weight, the Soclety's future chould
be assured. Big things often have smcll beginnings, and T would
A8 every member — thLQVOD his or her infterests — be they Chalon
thdu, the nictorials, the moderns, or Postal History - not only to

naoke known through “The Kiwi' thelr mite of knowledge, bub also to
&1pply material for the packtets snd whenever 01rcumbt¢nceu permnit,
not only to attend the meetings bub help provide displays for the
peneltit of cne and all, The stamps and Postal History of Wew Zea-
Llond form o wide and cver expanding field and the Committee looks to
you all individually fo help plant that field with the seeds of your
Enowledyge for the benefit of our hobby in general and collectors,
present ond future, in partieular,

Husgh Bramsdon.,

BINANCTAT, STATFMENT

FERIOD DECEMELR 1951 TO 3lst, OCTORER 1952.
(Pregented ab the A.G.M,)

The Initisl expenscs during the Tirst ten months of the Soclety's

existence must necessarily be high on account of the purchase of
stocks of paper,stutionery requisites ctc. Alzo the income from sub-
govintions for this period 1ls not as wxeat 08 1% will be for a slmi-
lar pericd next veusr, The memberghip “etands at 113 and quite a
proporticn of these subscriptions hove been at o reduced rate,

This trying period hag hod further sotbocks by the unfortunate
resignation of two Secretary-~Tressurers,this entailed o change of
firms for printing and dupllc¢t¢nw ete,which 1s not conducive To
runnlng the Bocietyts finances most economically., Nevertheless the

Bociety's Incone and Ixpenditure Account shows a gmall profif.

Cn the Income sidese £60. 4. 0d
On the Txpenditure side; 59.14, &d

uu Pacltet Becretary,I have been forwarding remittznces for the
Pocket Sales to the previous Treacgurer for b@nklng with the Sceietby’s
acosount a5 agreed by the Committee and therefore 1 propose dealing
with fthe Exchange Packet Account next, Here we ghow an eXcess Of
incope over expenditure of £4,11,4d, How we come (o the Balance
Pheet combiniag the twe previous sccouwnbs; this shews & bhnlance of
5240,8d to be carried forward to 1953, which considering the trying
O‘ICHMETWﬂtﬂd cf the Tirat yoor ruprb; ents in my opinion 8 reason-
woly gubist notory poaltlon

Albert A,Hard,
Hon,Treagurer,
(The three accounts referred to nbove are set out on the opposibc

page),
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NEW ZEALAND SQCIETY OF GT,ERITATN,

Here i= & 1i=t of lc¢u=® actually 7old together with the
vendora! reserved pricee followed by the prices reali®ed at
the Bocicty's first Auction sale which was held atv the
Kingsley Hotel on the 15th Novcember 1952, In the abefcnce
of Mr,Nocl Turacr, the Hon,dfuctioneer, the sale waw conducted
by MI‘. G'- B' EI‘SkirlG'

Lot. Resecrved Price Lot, Rezerved Price
atia realized, at. regli=ed,

1, 12 /64 12/64 o4, 20/-d 30/-4
2. B0 [l 40/~4 a5, 10/-4 10/-d
16, 20/-4 . 20/-d 97, 10/-4 10/-4
17, 16 /64 16/64 99, 1/64 3/~d
18, 45/-a 45/-a 100, 1/64 5/64
24, . 3/-4 3/-4 101, . 12/ed 14/-d
25, 12/~ 12/-d 106, Ho/-a 42/64
27, 18/64d 20/-d 113, 10/-4 10/-d
28, 7 /64 8/-4 114, imR@ 5/~
50, 1/94 3/-d 115, N.R, 7/~
37, 15/-d 15/~ 116, N.R.g 5/~d
5%, EN.B. 8/=d 117, (NLR, . 5/-4
%N R, 10/-4 127 h/-3 b/-a
:59 NORI) 5500-{:)&. 128‘ 5/_(:1 .5/"'"'(:1
5o, 12 /-4 16/-3 131, 20/-4 20/~
5G 63/-d 63/-a 132, 8/64d 8/6d
57 (N.R. 10/-4 125, 3/64 3/64
584 EN.R. 1l2/64 142, 25/-4 z2/-4
25 e N.R, /= 144, 15/-4 17/64
60, (¥,R,) 8/-4 145, 14 /-4 14/~d
61, 50/-d 50/-4 147 , 60/-4 60/-4
62, 25/ wd 27/-4 140, 12/64 15/64
69, 3/d 3/~ 150, 4/6d o/=d
1, 1/6d 1/64d 151, 3/-d 2/~d
P35, 1/64 1/64 153, 15/-d 15/-d
76, 20/-d 22/64 159, 20/-4 23/6d
77 2/6d 2/64 167, 3/94 4/~d
79 2/64 4 /-4 171, 6/=a - B/-a
B0 22/64 22/64d 172, 2/34 2/6d
86, 15/-4 15/~d 17%, EN.R.) 5/-4
89, 20/-4 22 /64 174, N.R, 1/-d
90, 30/~d 45/-a 175, N.R. 5/-d
51, 22/64 27/64 176, . N.R.g 2/64
95- 4/"& 9/-—(3_ -

From the forcgoing there ape several points of interedy
to be noted,  Thut only 71 of the 178 lots were 2old indicabes
qulte definitely the majoritg of the material offered carried
too high a referve price. ales were made up of 32 postal
bids and 39 bide in the room, The peatal bidding wog of
interesty there were 68 for 46 lobts and of the 32 which were
succegaful 22 were Socured for the pogtal hidder at less than
the maximum price offered,

Another point is that the highest price realised during
the sale waa for n lobt which csrried no regerve It ig evi-
dent that the high rescrved prices afE"EEﬁII?‘Equete of tine,
not only to the progpective purchaser cnd the auctionecer but
2l2o o the actual owners of the nmeterial,

The comnittee hope to orgoni=e another Auction enrly in
1953 when, it is hoped, all members will benefit by the
experience gained from our first sale,



HISTOLY OT THE POSTAL, SERVICES OF NEW /EAL.ND
By A.D.M. CURNOW, |
« M. CUR!

When we consider that a postal system of a sort uas known in
Ezypt before 4,700 B.C. znd that ancient Babylon and China had
courier systems, the history of postal services in the modern:
world and particularly in the new couniries such as New Zealand
szems barely to scratch the surface of Time. .

I am going to tell you something of the story of the postal
sgrvices in lew Zealand, The story of the posts in Wew Zealand
is the story of the pioneers themselves, of trail blazing, of the
clearing of forests to make farms, of the discovery of gold, and
of the exploitation of every modern means of transport and com-
nunication as it was introduced.

A New Zealand postal system was first mentioned by William
Plowditeh in 1831 when he was commissionsd by the Postmaster-
General of New South Wales to receive and dispatch mails at the
Buy of Islands in the northily part of New Zealand, '“The Bay of
Izlands was the cradle of Duropean civilisation in New Zealand,

W vas the scene of the first Christian service in New Zealand,
conducted on Christmas Day, 1814 by the Rev. Samuel Marasden. It
wes the first ploce of Buropean settlement, and attracted not
on.y those whose business was the welfare of the Mwori people,
ad those who had come to trade honestly, but also a certain
ramber of egcaped convicts from the Australian penal settlements,
It wag aisgo & point of cgll for whalers =nd sealers.

In 1840, Britain, by concluding the Treaty of Waitangi with
the Maoris, completed the process of establishing govereignty
over New Zealand, and in the same year the first post office was
apened, The treaty was signred near the shores of the Bay of
Islands, and the post office was opened at Kororareka, now known
g Russell, also at the Bay of Islands. This post office is
8111l in use today. At this time Russgell was the seat of
Government, : :

British settlements were springing up at Auckland and Well-
ington and it was not long before post offices were copened at
thege places and &t Corcmandel, Hokianga and Waimate, all in the
North Island. . '

Pretal charges were high by modern standards in the early
days, and until 1855, when stamps were introduced a system of
cash payment was used. In 18588, the Post Office became a sep-
arafte department of the Government, and in 1862, prepeyment of
rostage was made compulsory. At this time the charge for
inland letter postage was 24, =nd overseas, 64,

Wherever settlements verc established, the setting-up of
post offices followed not far behind. The first post offices
in the South Island were established at Nelson and Akarca in
L84z, . Nelson was sebtled in that year, and the first settlers
-- a party from France ~~ had gettled at Akaroa two years
earlier. In 1848, the 3Scottish Presbyterian settlers arrived
ah Port Chalmers in the Province of Otago, and in that year posat
officeg were set up at the pert and at Dunedin, the capital of
the preovince, English settlers arrived at Lyttelton in 1880
o found the Frovince of Canterbury, and & post office was
ogbablished there almost immediately. In 1853, a post office
was established at Christchurch, now the largest c¢ity in the
Seuth Island.

In 1890, the letter rate to the United Kingdom was reducad
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to Eld, and 11 the following vear, New Zealand Jjeined the Uni-
versal Postal Union, widen had been founded in LR7S5,

The most significant event in New Zealand postal history is
provably the introduction of the universal penmy post in 1901, by
Sir Joseph Ward, then Postmaster-{ieneral amnd later Prime Minister
of Naw Zealand. This event gave the postal services of the
country an immense stimulus, and postings steadily increased.

The number of postings doubled between X207 and 1938, the peak
pPre=War year, In the 1951~52 financial year total postings wers
nearly 350,000,000,

Bafore 1840, the carriage of mails depended from one part of
Wew Zealand to another and overseas, depended on the chancs
arrival and depsrture of ships. Tho first overland mall servics
vwas established between Wellington and Wanganui in 1841l. Maoris
covered the route on foot once a fortnight. A similar service
nes established between Auckland and Naw Plymouth, (then known as
Petre) in 1843, and in 1844 the two services wore linked once a
merith, Lettera then took three weeks in transit between Auck-
land and Wellington. The hazards of delivery in those days must
have been great, with frequent trouble between one Maori tribe
and anothor, and betvween the Maoris and European settlers, Let-
tars were frequently oexchanged between New Zealand towns by ship
vip Sydney. ‘

In 1854, a maill service was hegun between Dunedin and Clutha
in the South Island, and in 185%, a Maori foot service was
gatiablished between Auckland and Napler, Canterbury and Otago
were linked by an overland service in 1859, and services vere
gradually extended northwards in the South Island to Picton, and
south to Riverton,

In the North Island, the sstablishment of overland mail
serviceg often had %o walt on the cutting of paths through the
dense forest which covered most parts of the countryside.

The earliegt rccorded transport of mail, apart from on foot
end by sea, wag by cance on the Waikato River -~ the longest
river in New Zesland -- which runs through the centre of the
North Island. Horses vwere not used until 1856, when dogcarts
were introduced on the Wellington-iangzanui s@rv1ce. The first
mention of coaches wag made in 1862, when Cobb and Company be?an
& seorvice from Iunedin to the goldflelds of Central Otago.

Gold was found in Central Otago in 1861 by Gabriel Read, arnd the
riigh which followed brought a great influx of goldaeekers froim
OVergens, Prosparity came %o Dunadin from the goldrush, as it
did to Canterbury and Westland from gold diascoveries a few yoars
lutor on the West Coast of the South Island. Gold wae an
importent factor in the development of the Scuth Island, wkich
until the beginning of the 20th century led the North Island in
populziion and prosperity,

Tu 336 'y mails Wers boelug carriesd overiand between Christ-
chiirch and Pansdin in thyee dava. About this time introduction
of steam ships on coasgtal gervices led vo baelr greabsr use for
the carriage of mails, The usual time for mail between main
ports was five days and betlvcen secondary ports, ten daya.

Tetters were carried for the first time by rail in 1865
when the first railvway in New Zealand was opened between Christ-
ciurch and Ferrymezd a distance of a few miles,

In the 18%s, New Zealand made great progress'in all fields.,
In the North Island, particularly, the end of major troubles
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between the Maori tribess and the Governmsnt, anabled the opening-
up ol the land for farming to Zo on unhinderaed. The great need
was for improved cormuhications, a loan of £10,000,000 was
floated overseas for the construction of railways. In 1878,
malls were carried by railway from Chrisitchurch to. Invercargill,
and the first railway travelling post office was introduced,. By
1909, rall transport had repluced sea services for the great bulk
of mail, In 1923, one of the last great natural barrisrs to the
speedy transport of mail was broksen, with the opening of the
O%ira reilway tunnel -- still the longest in the Southern Hemi-
sphere -« linking the mast and wagt coasts of the South Islund
through the Southern Alps.

In 1840, it took seven months for a Colonial 0Lfice dis-
pateh to travel from Londen to Governor Hobson in New Zealand,
It often took two monthe Ffor despatches to travel from Sydney to
the Bay of Islands. The first regular overseas mail service
was established between Auckland and Sydney in 1854, and later
Wellington and Melbourne were linked. The provincial govern-
ments of Auckland and Wellington respectively were responsible
Tor these services. The first regular mail sarvice between
Bnglend cnd Australis was esbablished in 1855, and in 18E9 a
connacting service with New Zealand was begun.

Ir the 1860g mail from Britain took about five months to
raach New Zealand. In 1866, when mail vwas shipped to Panama
and carried acrogs the Isthmus of Darien for the further sea
voyage to Britain the time was reduced considersbly. The com-
pietion of the Americen truns-continental railway in 1869 meant
that letters could travel across the United States by rail from
San Francisco to New York, snd the time was reduced to 48 days.
In 1627, letters toock 31 daye in transit. The previous year,
the completion of the trans~Canade railvey had given New Zealand
an "all-Red" route to Britain for the first time.

There was no significant change in the overssasg transit of
mail until 1934, when the Eupire air services were extended to
Australia, It then became possible to send a letter to Britain
in 14 days. The first direct air mail lipk with New Zealand was
established on April 30, 1940, . Behind this achievement lay the
pioneering flights of such men zs Ulm, who carrisd the first air
mail both ways across the Tasman Sea in 1934, and of Sir Charles
Kingsford Smith, in his famous alrcraft "Southern Cross". Ulnm
lost his life while attempting a flight to North America, and
Kingsford Smith the following year while flying from Britein to
Australia, The history of internal air mail services, which are
widely used in Naw Zealand to-day, goes back %o 1919, when the
first congigmnment wags flown between Auckland and Dargaville.

Motor-vehicles were first used for the carriage of mail in
19203, and they have & most imporiant pert in the distribution of
meil to-day. New Zealand has a population of 2,000,000, nore
than 1,000,000 of whom live in the cities and large towns.

There are, however, many large rural areas which depend on the
rural mailman whe operates under contract to the Post Office,

The Post and Telegraph Department in New Zealand to-day has
a gtaff of 19,500, and transachts postal business alounting Lo
nearly £3,£00,000.

B o ¥ ok ¥ 2

The foregoing was o talk given by Mr,Curnow,(Press Officer
at the New Zealand High Commisznioner's Office,London)at the
Annual General Meeting,
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THE NEW§ ZEALAND "PENNY UNIVERSAL"

By E.C.M, MOORE

I must apologise to Mgmbers for not having fully explained
previously what is meant by the 4.,0'cloeck flaw, After the
Reserve Plate was laid down the original Die was damaged slightly,
and this showed on the Booklet Plate and on all subsequent plates,
a8 a thickening of the edge on the lower right side of the right
hand rosette, in about a 4,0 position on the clock face; hence
the name. This flaw is rocognised as a most useful guide in
dividing the Penny Universals into two groups.

Plates 1,2, & 3, Puper made by ALEX, COWAN & SONS
Unwatermarkgd and Watermarked.
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After trial the Basted Mills paper was considered to be un-
satisfactory and Messrs. A. Cowan & Sons were then asked %o supply
gome paper. The first which this firm zent to New Zealand was
unwatermérked, there were two qualities, one a medium thin paper

and the other thinner and slightly brittle. - Thig proved gquite

satisfactory to the Government Printers and Cowans were asked to

supply a further quantity, but as it was considered Wrong to use
an unwatermarked paper, the next consignment was wabermarked with
the N.Z, & Star, The watermark is easgily seon and is occasion-
ally found inverted, reversed or inverted reversed. It wasg this
paper which was used throughout the remaining printings of the
Penny Universals and during its usSe it varied in thicknesss 1%
was never thick as the Pirie paper, but sometimes softer than the
unwatermarked Cowan paper. The mesh is always horizontal and
easily seany in this it differs from both the Pirie and Basted
Mills,

Plates 1,2, & 3 were used for the printings on both Cowan
papers, and according to the "New Zealand Handbook Vol IV the
re~entries on these papers are the same as thogs nated for Platas
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By January 1802, when the stamps on the unwatermarked paper
were isgued, the Plates ware beginning to show signs of wear and
it would appear likely that some re-touches mist have been made
about this time. I have not seen any reference to this, but
here I think should be a fruitful field for study. I have noted
one or two things dbut it would be bebter to meke further
regearches before committing these to paper. When the stsmps on
Fatermarked paper were issued in April 1902, the Plates were |
getting so very worn that in many of the stamps there appearsd no
background and very little detail of the frame. Sometimes these
stemps are confused with copies from the "Dot Plates" in worn
condition, but the 4.,0'c¢lock flaw in the "Dot Plates" soon ident-
ifies them. as no matter how faint the design the flaw always
ghiows. '

The ink used for these stamps was carmine, there are some
shades and gtamps printed from worn Plates had a pink look, due
mors Lo the absence of the design then any change in tha‘colour
of the ink, though s stemp printed in decp carmine-lake is &
racent discovery by Mr. H.T.M, Fathers.

The perforations are in the usual variety produced by the
machines gauging 14 and 11, Yarforation 11 in the watermarked
paper is particulerly scarce. Stamps are found imperf.
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horizontally or vertically. A new variety also discovered by
Mr, Fathers is on Cowan wabermarked paper perforated 14 hori-
sontally and double perfs., 11 vertically.

The gum used for the unwatermarked paper was dull and thin,
at first a similar sum was used. for the watermarked paper, bub
later it was of o botter quality, white and shiny.
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REFLECTIONS OF OUR UCTIGN.

The committee's report on the Auction sale of November 15%h
is of intercst, but appears fto be written nainly from the buyer's
point of view, Trom the gellerts point of view there are cerw
tain digadvantages in such a2 sale, One,strange to say, i1s that
all potential bhidders are W.2, collectors,meny of then with good
collections. This means Uhat competition for cheap and medium
sionps 1s likely to be small, In other words such stanps will
nect sell at all, or ouly at ridiculous prices. Lot Ne,1l6 (no
regerve) is a good example, Stanps catalogued at aboul 36/-d
z71d for 5/-d, That aloma, I would suggest, 1s a good reason for
rolle reserve,

To say that the highest price obtained in the sale was for a
N.,R.lot is beside the point. £5 for Vol,IT of the Handbook is &
poor, not a good price.*  Sinmilarly, if I had pub nc reserve on
lot 23,(a good copy of the lozenge wrk,.,) snd it had sold for &£6
or £7, that would have been the highest price in the sale but
stlll very cheap, As it was, £11 seened a reascnable reserve,and
il the mtamp dian't eell, I was quibte happy to keep 1%,

| inother lot,No,32,was described by the suctioneer as having
a low regerve,but it drew no bidding at all,

What does all this smount to?  Surely this,thet,while in a
big Liondon szale competition will ensure good bidding and reasonable
prices and it is safe to fix a low or no reserve, In & 8ale
such as owrs bidding is likely to be apathetic for nany lots and a
low regerve will result in too low « price,

It is obvious ~ perhaps overlooked because it is 8o obvious ~
that without sellers there cal be no gale,and therefore sellers as
well ag buyers need encourageiient, It 12y be that this will not
be forthconing for scllers, if buyers do not want the najority of
the stonps except ot lknock~out prices, If so,the prospects for
good nuction sales are not pronising.

One proetical supgmestion., The pestage Iwolved In postal view—
ing snd buyilng one or mere lobs is just over 2/64, If the lobs,or
lot are worth in all less than 10/-d, 1 suggest thot letters con-
taining then should not be registered. The risk of loss and
aslownt involved zre so small that perhaps the extre insurance proe-
piwr invelved would be little or nothing, ond the srrongenent
should definitely encouruge postal bidding, '

L,G.J2c0b.

* (Above present anrket price, ~ Bditor.)
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“The Kiwi* is edited and produced by the Hon,Secretory:-irs,i,
Erskine,l2 Blliot Road,Hendon,London,N.W.4,t0 whon all comiuni-
entions In connection with fthe Zociety should be aldrsssed,

(Poge Twelve)

’ 'i





