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New Issues and Varieties
by Warwick Paterson and Rob Talbot

Native Tree Flowers (13 January 1999)

This attractive, well designed and colourful issue was printed by Southemn
Colour Print by lithography in four process colours. There are six values:
40c Kotukutuku; 80c Poroporo; $1.00 Kowhai; $1.20 Weeping Broom;
$1.50 Teteaweka; $1.80 Southern Rata. The stamps were designed by Sue
Wickison of Wellington, mesh is horizontal and the paper type is 104gsm
gummed red phosphor coated stamp paper. Perforations gauge 14.4 by 14.

An interesting design feature of this set is that “New Zealand” at the bottom
“fades out” moving upwards towards the tree flower design in all values.
This is quite a clever innovation and highlights the design.

Popular Pets (10 February)

This set of six values features: 40c Labrador Puppy; 80c Netherland Dwarf
Rabbit; $1 Tabby Kitten; $1.20 Lamb; $1.50 Welsh Pony; $1.80 Pair of
Budgies. Itis clearly levelled at children and more particularly those who
delight in pets. Many children would find these creatures hard to resist and
the emergence of the set was accompanied by a nationwide TV advertising
campaign — a method of stamp marketing which is being increasingly used
these days by New Zealand Post.

The stamps were printed by Southern Colour Print in four process colours
and the sheet stamps were accompanied by a miniature sheet featuring the
40c, 80c and $1 values. This is designed to celebrate the Chinese Lunar
Year of the Rabbit. Inevitably this means that the set will be of interest to
Chinese collectors. Few would doubt New Zealand Post’s marketing
acumen,

The process used is lithography and the sheet stamps have horizontal mesh
and perforation 14 with 104gsm gummed red phosphor coated stamp paper.
The miniature sheet employs two additional special colours and while the
three miniature sheet stamps appear to be indistinguishable from the sheet
stamps they have vertical mesh and therefore represent a philatelic variety
for this reason alone. There is a vertical gutter strip of ten rabbit figures
running through the middle of the sheets.

A cleverly designed and appealing set which should remain enduringly
popular.

Art Deco Buildings (10 February)

This style of architecture which is linked with the 1930’s coincides with
periods of major construction in New Zealand and therefore towns often
feature notable examples. Perhaps the major example is the 40c “Civic
Theatre” in Auckland which is in reality a cinema of large dimensions. One

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX
GST will be added to all prices listed in this Newsletter for local orders
(12.5%). Overseas orders are “zero-rated "and do not pay GST.
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The New Handbook

December 1998 saw the appearance of The Postage Stamps of New
Zealand, Volume VIII, published by the Royal Philatelic Society of New
Zealand (Inc.) after what seems to have been a long wait. Production
difficulties in New Zealand and the eventual resorting to a Hong Kong
printer were cited as contributing reasons to the delay. Nevertheless the
appearance of a new Handbook from the Royal is always an occasion for
great satisfaction. The premier New Zealand philatelic society continues to
adhere to the highest standards of research and presentation.

The two things that struck me about Volume VIII when I first flipped it open
were the very spread-out nature of the text — a lot of white paper. This has
its pluses, making the book easy to read and refer to. Another one of the
causes of this is the very welcome inclusion of illustrations, sometimes of
major errors and varieties, booklet covers, plate blocks, essays and so forth.
This is a philatelic handbook for the modern age which will be of
tremendous value - as all the previous volumes have been — in future years.
The other major development which immediately struck me in comparing
Volume VIII with the previous volumes is the way in which the authors have
embraced the study of modern issues. This is a full and accurate reflection
of what is taking place in philately today with the continuing popularity and
high values placed on major varieties in modern issues. Traditionalists may
deplore the modern high speed processes used to produce stamps but the
new issues and their varieties and all the other aspects of postal services in
New Zealand continue to offer the most fertile ground for new research and
study: even if the processes do not lend themselves to the sort of minutiae
that those of a previous age did (recess engraved, typography, etc.).

Chapter XIX updates the earlier New Zealand issues and neatly summarises
the wide range of additions and changes to the listings in the CP Catalogue
and elsewhere. The editors of Volume VIII even suggest that the CP
Catalogue listing of the Davies imperforate issues of the 2d on Star
Watermark paper is too lengthy and contains too many shade variations,
whereas the listing of the same group in the Stanley Gibbons Volume 1
Catalogue, is too short. They suggest that both lists should be corrected
accordingly. This view may overlook the fact that the CP Catalogue listing
is not one merely of shades but of plate wear in plate 1 of the 2d Chalon.
Abbreviating the listing in CP would greatly lessen its value to future
specialists. The postal history section will be welcomed as it includes detail
on automation in mail processing, postal rates, lists of Post Shops and
franchises, inkjet printing, and rate changes.

Perhaps it is some relief to note that Volume VIII does not attempt to
address the Postal Services Act 1998 as there has to be a cut-off point
somewhere. '
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Selection of 21 cards various sources from WW1 period.

Includes NZ cards Wangaroa, the Haystack, Auckland Wharf

and “Maori studio” NZ Exhibition (posed scene). Mainly fine

but several damaged. $ 50
French (WW1) period, Dampremy. Series of five cards.

Scenes of French city including market, tram system, water-

tower, etc., unused fine $ 30
French WW1 set of seven cards of French city scenes — unused

in which the name of the town has been erased in every case.
Interesting wartime censorship. Interesting scenes of major

buildings, markets, churches, etc. $ 75
German scenes of Cologne unused cards of the period, street
scenes, major buildings, etc., five different $ 30

German Rhine scenes (hand coloured) set of five different
unused cards showing various towns, bridges and other

landmarks on the Rhine $ 30
English scenes of Worcester including the Cathedral, bridges,

ancient houses, etc. — unused, five different $ 30
English. London scenes, including Tower of London and other
monuments, mainly B&W - unused, five different $ 20
English. Lymington WW1 unused B&W scenes — three

different $ 25
English Codford St Mary and Wiltshire scenes — six different

B&W unused WW1 period $ 40

English. Oxford coloured series including river, city and

chapel scenes, three with college crests Oriel, Keble and Lincoln

(7 different) $100
English Brockenhurst (near NZ General Hospital No.1) —

seven different including B&W and coloured. Scenes of New

Forest, Station, Memorial, etc. (7 different) $ 60
English Sutton Coldfield (Warks.) series, B&W set of nine

different including early WW1 bus, Sutton Park and town scenes $ 50
French. Lobbes set of four different unused B&W city scenes
including 16 December 1915 commemorative issue for Boat

Disaster. $75
Scotland. Set of eight different B& W unused (one in colour).
City scenes, castle, Forth Bridge, etc. $ 50

MAGNIFICENT PIGEONPOST OFFER - COMPLETE FLIMSY ~

250 (a) VP3 1/- Blue-Green “Special Post” overprinted “Pigeongram” in

Black. This is one of the rarest of all pigeonpost stamps used and

this month’s offer is possibly the only time it will ever be offered at

such a price. The copy offered this month was used for a “time

trial” and features the time that the bird left Gt Barrier Island en

route for Auckland. It bears the circular cancellation of the original

Gt Barrier Pigeongram Service in purple and the stamp is fine used.

The flimsy is good used with one or two internal separations.

The unbeatable opportunity (Catalogued at $25,000) $5,000




BUYING NEW ZEALAND

FIFTEEN

The worldwide collecting market for New Zealand stamps has never been
stronger. We are desperate to buy!

Please offer us whatever you may have from this list. Top quality stamps
only please and offers remain current until stocks are filled.
Check the list carefully

NZ BUYING LIST, FINE WELL-CENTRED ONLY

First Sidefaces

1874 Cla(y) 1d
1875 Cid 1d
Second Sidefaces
1895 Dla d

1890 D2k id

1890 DS5e 3d

1892 D8g 6d

1890 Di0d 1/-

Adsons

1893 DA5d4(1) 3d
DASd(2)
DA6e(2) 4d
DAS8h(1) 6d
DA10e(1) 1/
DA10e(3)
DA10e(4)
DA10e(5)

1898 Pictorials

1898 E8a 2%d

1899 El2a 4d

p.12x 11%
p.10x 12
p-10x 12%
Die II (7mm wmk) p.12x 11%

Life Ins. paper (4mm wmk) p.12 x 11%

p.10 brown advert

sepia advert
mauve advert
brown advert
brown advert
red advert
mauve advert

redbrown advert

Wakatipu London print, all shades required

special request:

1898 El3a

special request:

1898 El4a
1902 El4d
El4d(z)
1898 El8a
1898 E20a
special
request:
1899 E20b
1898 E2la
1899 E21b
1899 E21b
1908 EO15b

5d

6d
6d
6d
1/-
2/-

2/-
5/-
5/-
5/-
6d

Lake Taupo no wmk p.11 indigo and blue
shades (1) (2) (3) required

E12a(Y) double perfs

Otira Gorge London print, all shades req.

p.12%: blued paper (LHM also considered) UHM
large star wmk

FU

FU
FU
FU
FU
FU

FU
FU
FU
FU
FU
FU
FU
FU

UHM
FU

FU
UHM

BUY

$100
$150

$ 80
$125
$100
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$25-835

$ 5
$25
$60-$140

E13a fine Mint block of four — offer depends on UHM/LHM
ratio — premium paid for corner selvedge block

Kiwi Green London print

Kiwi Red Lisbon paper, no wmk
Kiwi Red Lisbon paper, letters wmk
Kea & Kaka London print

Milford Sound London print

UHM
FU
FU
UHM
UHM

$125
$ 40
§ 75
$100
$350

E20a fine Mint block of four — offer depends on UHM/LHM
ratio — premium paid for corner selvedge block

Milford Sound no wmk p.11

Mt Cook London print

Mt Cook no wmk p.11

Mt Cook no wmk p.11

Reduced Official p.14 x 12% - 13%

UHM
UHM
UHM

FU
FU

$200
$475
$415
$365
$ 40
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