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The issue is saved by being perhaps one of the best designed sets of the year.
Again — as with the Scenic Skies issue of 1998 — New Zealand Post and its
printer have used dramatic scenic effects, amazing shapes, stunning colour
and the vast vistas and distances that are part of the southern continent to
produce possibly the best Antarctic set ever — anywhere. Frankly some of
them look good enough to eat! Even if you do nothing else, buy the sheetlet
of se-tenant designs and feast your eyes on these beauties. The designs and
values are 40c Sculptured Sea Ice, 80c Glacial Tongue, $1.00 Stranded
Tabular Iceberg, $1.20 Autumn at Cape Evans, $1.50 Sea Ice in Summer
Thaw, $1.80 Sunset on Tabular Icebergs.

They were designed by Stephen Fuller, Advertising Picture Company,
Wellington, and printed by Southern Colour Print by lithography. There are
four process colours and paper is 103gsm gummed red phosphor coated
stamp paper. Mesh is vertical throughout, with horizontal format and
perforations gauge 14. The stamps appear in sheets of fifty as well as in a
se-tenant sheetlet of six designs.

Italia 98 — Two Miniature Sheets — 23 October 1998

These miniature sheets utilising the 80c Deep Blue Lake Wakatipu design
and the $1.50 Deep Green Milford Sound design from the 1898 Pictorial
Centenary series in one case, and in the other case the $1.80 and $1.50
designs from the Peter McIntyre New Zealand Art series, were produced by
New Zealand Post to commemorate Italia *98, the Italian Philatelic
Exhibition held in Milan from 23 October to 1 November 1998. In the case
of the 1898 Pictorial miniature sheet, mesh is horizontal and the perforations
gauge 14': - unchanged from the original printing of this issue. The 80c
value is impossible to distinguish from the original Centenary printing, but
in the case of the $1.50 Milford Sound, there are two major changes. The
shade is very much paler than the original and more interestingly the quality
of the print (which has been influenced by the quality of the original
artwork) is dramatically inferior. It’s almost as if the printer took an
example of the original printing and used it as artwork for this new issue.
Much of the fine detail in the background has disappeared and the
impression under low magnification is of a mushy inferior job. This is a
highly recognisable variation on the original print — almost the effect that
one gets when one photocopies an item over and over again. Progressively
detail is lost until the final impression looks like your dog’s breakfast. If
Southern Colour Print or New Zealand Post thought that it could economise
on artwork for such an issue without anyone noticing, then perhaps they’ve
misread the meaning of the word “philatelist”.

In the case of the New Zealand art miniature sheet, perforations change from
13.7 x 13.4 in the original to 14 in the miniature sheet. This appears to be the
only major change.
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Let’s hope that New Zealand Post/Southern Colour Print never dream up a
1%d Boer War rerun featuring a photocopy of the original. Now there’s a
troubling thought!

Security Printers — A Peek Behind the Scenes

Gibbons Stamp Monthly for October 1998 featured an account of a visit to
the security printing factory of Netherlands stamp producer Joh Enschedé en
Zonen. Enschedé, readers will remember are the people who printed the
1996 Health Stamps. Through no fault of their own, the printing of the low
value featured a Teddy Bear which was later withdrawn and of which a
small supply later emerged on the market (to the delight of “error”
collectors).

Readers should refer to CP Newsletter Volume 49 No.11 June 1998, page 10
in which we reproduced a press statement from New Zealand Post which
recounted to an incredulous stamp collecting public that Enschedé — the
printers — had gifted 402 miniature sheets and 195 single 40c stamps of the
recalled Teddy Bear design to their employees and customets.

Each miniature sheet contained two 40c Teddy Bear stamps and two 80c
stamps. New Zealand Post’s press statement must surely have caused
embarrassment at Enschedé’s head office. Postal administrations from other
parts of the globe from whom Enschedé, we do not doubt, make a very good
living, can become a major public relations problem when they — with
justification — make statements like this.

Clearly the release of the “surplus” Teddy Bears by Enschedé was a
procedural glitch of major proportions. Gleanings from the Gibbons article
therefore make doubly interesting reading, particularly where they show so
clearly the Amsterdam printers total commitment to security and the
protection of it’s clients interests.

Enschedé were founded in 1703 as printers of newspapers and Bibles.
However Enschedé’s greatest reputation was for specialising in the printing
of musical scores — one of the few early printers who did. Mozart and
Chopin were clients of Enschedé and later when the printer produced bonds
and share certificates, musical notes were used to decorate their products.
From 1824 Enschedé printed the first Dutch bank notes and then in 1852 the
first stamps. Enschedé have printed all Dutch stamps except the first issue
after WWII which was taken on by Bradbury Wilkinson. Today’s new
works are now outside Haarlem and it is here that all the security printing is
carried out.

SPECIAL SITUATIONS:
FORTUNE FAVOURS THE ENQUIRING MIND
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Security at the factory requires “smart” cards, allowing visitors to pass
through cylindrical, one-person-at-a-time, entry points. Enschedé’s design
department is very highly sophisticated and is able to translate various types
of original designs including “scraps of lined note paper bearing untidy notes
and doodles taped together” (a sort of “design brief”) into a set of stamps.
Offset litho plates take about ten minutes to produce, photogravure plates an
hour or two and recess engraved plates take about two weeks. This,
naturally, adds greatly to the cost and is probably the reason why New
Zealand has no Enschedé-produced engraved issues.

The scale of Enschedé’s works is impressive — the strong room where
photogravure cylinders are stored is the size of a football pitch. In the print
room there are huge five-unit and seven-unit Goebel photogravure presses as
well as five and six-unit offset litho machines manufactured by Mitsubishi of
Japan. The entire factory area is covered by surveillance cameras and the
film they produce is stored for years so that if anything goes missing there is
an accurate check on exactly when and how it disappeared. (It is
encouraging to note that had the Teddy Bears been stolen, Enschedé would
have been able to tell us exactly when and how they disappeared).

The system for producing self-adhesive rolls is interesting. After printing on
areel and die cutting with removal of the skeletal trim, the coils are then
guillotined into separate reels, counted, boxed, sealed and weighed. Any
box which does not weigh exactly what it should is rejected by the machine
and finishes up in a bin underneath.

Enschedé are world leaders in the production of self-adhesive stamps and
print more than anyone else, apart from The Bureau of Engraving and
Printing in Washington. Self-adhesive paper used by Enschedé comes from
Coated Papers Limited in the UK; CPL standard gummed paper is applied
with self-adhesive gum and backing paper. The stamps have a layer of
traditional “moisture activated” gum undemeath the self-adhesive so that it
is still possible to soak them off the mail in the traditional way. Some New
Zealand self-adhesives are printed on CPL papers.

However, most quality control is still done visually. Apparently women are
employed in preference to men for this purpose, men being inherently
slightly colour blind! In a large, well lit room, twenty women flip over the
comners of small stacks of stamps with lightning speed. They are so
practised at picking up flaws that they are able to find minor blemishes at
this speed even though the stamps being checked may be se-tenant. The
work is enjoyed by these experts, some of whom have been with the
department for years. They work a standard eight hour day with only four
ten minute rests and a lunch break. 8% of litho stamps are rejected against
5% of photogravure. With booklets, the proportion rises to 12%. Wastage
goes straight to the furnace. The technique is by checking two opposite
comers of the sheets which “satisfies most postal administrations”.

Twenty five million stamps every day come out of Enschedé’s works and
are despatched around the world.



SEVEN

EXPERT COMMITTEE
OF THE
ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND

WHAT IS IT?
The Expert Committee is a group of New Zealand’s leading philatelists who provide
a unique expertisation service endorsed by the Royal Philatelic Society of New
Zealand.
WHAT SERVICE DOES IT OFFER?
The Expert Committee offers an authoritative and certified opinion on the identity
and genuineness of any New Zealand or Pacific Islands philatelic material submitted
toit.
HOW DOES THE SERVICE WORK?
Items for consideration are sent to at least two members of the Expert Committee —
more, if the item is particularly challenging. Confidential written reports are
submitted to the Recorder of the Committee who then issues a Certificate of Opinion
based on the reports of the experts. The Certificate is individually numbered,
includes a colour photograph of the item, and bears the official stamp of the Royal
Philatelic Society of New Zealand.
Certificates from the Expert Committee are internationally recognised as the
authoritative opinion on all New Zealand and Pacific Islands stamps and
significantly enhance the value of genuine items.
WHO CAN USE THE SERVICE?
The service is available to any New Zealand or overseas philatelist, stamp dealer or
member of the public. Members of the Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand are
eligible to use the service at a discount rate.
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?
The fee is NZ$60.00 per item for members of the Royal Philatelic Society of New
Zealand, or NZ$100.00 for non-members. The fee should be paid when submitting
the item.
WHERE SHOULD ITEMS BE SENT?
All items for consideration should be sent to:
. The Expert Committee

Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand

P O Box 1269

WELLINGTON
If accompanied by the correct fee, items will normally be returned within 4-6 weeks.
All material is fully insured whilst in the possession of the Royal Philatelic Society of
New Zealand.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Further information about the Expert Committee can be obtained from the Royal
Philatelic Society at the above address, or by ringing 04 472 2590.

“I note that you wrote the invoice on 12 October and it arrived here on the
15™. It seems amazing that letters can come from Auckland about as quick
as First Class mail in the UK. mainland. Looking forward to next sending
in December.” (JB, Ayr — Scotland)
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MINIATURE SHEETS
Mint and Used

An extensive line-up of the miniature sheets (non-Health) issued over the past few years since
1969. An area of growing popularity — some very scarce indeed.

NOTE: USED EXAMPLES CARRY POSTMARKS “OF THE PERIOD” UNLESS

OTHERWISE STATED.

100 SM122-5 1969 Cook Bi-Centennial. Superb UHM example
or very fine used

101 SM182-6 1974 New Zealand Day, superb UHM
Brilliant used (Catalogued $5)

102 SM220-4 1977 Silver Jubilee — superb UHM miniature sheet
or very fine used (Catalogued $6)

103 SM260-2 Zeapex Issue 1980 — superb UHM example (Catalogued $6)
or fine used

104 SM300-3 1984 Antarctica Superb UHM
or lovely used example (Catalogued $18)

105 SM326-9 1985 Royal NZ Navy — fine UHM miniature sheet (Catalogued
$8.50)
or very fine used of the period (Catalogued $18)

106 SSM60 1986 Scenic Issue — Bays, fine UHM example (Catalogued $6)
or very fine used (Catalogued $18)

107 SM357-60 1987 Royal NZ Airforce — fine UHM
Superb used of the period

108 SSMé64 1987 National Parks Centennial — superb m/s UHM
(Catalogued $7.50)
or very fine used (Catalogued $18)

109 SM367 1988 Centenary of the RPSNZ — superb UHM
very fine used

110 SSM68 1988 Walkways — superb UHM (Catalogued $7.50)
or very fine used (Catalogued $18)

111 SSM76 1989 NZ Native Trees — superb UHM (Catalogued $8.50)
or very fine used

112 PCé6a Philex-France 1989, Paris Exhibition $2 Black Robin —

113

114

115

116

superb unhinged mint (Catalogued $15)
or very fine used (Catalogued $40) ,
PCM14 40c Brown Kiwi 1989, perf 13" x 13% sheetlet of ten, UHM
VFU of the period (Catalogued $30)
PCM17 1989 m/s World Expo *89, UHM example, fine (Catalogued
$9.50)
or very fine used (Catalogued $19.50)
SM395-6 1990 Treaty of Waitangi 150", UHM sheet
very fine used
SM387-8 1989 Commonwealth Games, fine UHM m/s (Auckland
harbour) $5, or Games venue
or very fine used (either design)
To be continued

$50
$75
$ 250
$ 2.50
$ 2.50
$3
$3
$10
$7.50
$12.50

$6
$15
$3
$16
$10
$20

$10
$5
$ 7.50
$s
$17.50
$7
$18

$12.50
$35
$12.50
$25

$ 7.50
$17.50
$ 3.75
$5
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FIRST SIDEFACES
Some extraordinary prices, particularly in the case of the higher values. Clients Note: The

quality of the following offers is extremely high indeed. All descriptions are full and some
of the prices listed are remarkable in today’s market.

3d Deep Brown

91 (a) C3a3d Watermark W3, perf 12}. Brilliant unhinged mint copy,
centred slightly left. Superb. (Catalogued $400) $ 345
or copy with tiny gum soak $ 300

or superb block of four, two stamps lightly hinged, 2UHM (the latter
with original variable gum application). Exhibition material $
or copy with presentation corner cancellation $
or copy overprinted “Specimen” in Lilac. Slight diagonal crinkle $ 225
or very fine used example with genuine commercial cancellation $
or spectacular commercially used pair in superb condition $

(b) C3b 3d ditto, perf 10 x 12%5. Superb used example, centred right but

light unobtrusive postmark. (Catalogued $150) $ 125
or slightly heavier postmark but better centring $ 125
4d Indian Red

92 (a) C4a Watermark W3, perf 12':. Very fine commercially used copy,
well centred and good colour. Light postmark largely off the face.

Very genuine used example (Catalogued $160) $ 130

or brilliant pair with central obliterator — exhibition item $ 265
(b) C4d 4d ditto, perf 12 x 11'%. Brilliant 2LHM 2UHM block of four.

Stamps centred to the right but general appearance magnificent and

certainly worthy of exhibition centrepiece. (Catalogued at $1900 at

least) — This month’s Blockbuster Bonus Item $ 1,575

or lovely UHM copy, good centring, perfect gum (Catalogued $600) § 500

or centred left with bottom selvedge $ 400

or very lightly hinged example with good centring and defined

colour. (Catalogued $350) $ 300

or VLH presentation copy (lines across corner). Lovely $ 375

or very fine used example, light marking off the face, superb

condition. (Catalogued $110) $§ 75

or beautifully centred commercially used pair in super superb

condition. Another key item this month (Catalogued $220) $ 175

6d Blue

93 (a) CS5a Watermark W3, perf 12)4. Very very fine copy with deep Blue
colour and superb centring, perfect perforations, etc. Light marking,
a very genuine item (Catalogued $35) $§ 25

(b) C5c 6d ditto, perf 12 x 11%. Glorious block of four, 2LH 2UHM

with perfect centring in the UHM pair and centred slightly right in the
upper pair. Amazing exhibitors piece (Catalogued at $1,150)
or very fine commercially used, the two shades Blue and Pale Blue
(Catalogued $40) — the two $ 25

975

&
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From the back of the book .....

POSTAGE DUES

A Selection of Material from Stock in a Group which is experiencing a
resurgence of interest at present. Well worth a careful look.

First Type Postage Dues — 1899

77(a) Yla
(b) Y2a
() Y3a
@ Ys5a
(¢) Yéa
® Y7a
(8) Y8a
() Y9
(i) Y10a

G) Ylla

(k) Y12a

@) Yi3a
(m) Yl4a

¥2d Green and Carmine, large “NZ”, large “D”. Very fine used
example with a light marking to the side. Faint ageing

8d ditto. Magnificent UHM

or LHM minor stain

1/- ditto. Magnificent UHM copy

or very fine LHM

5d Green and Carmine, large “NZ”, small “D”, ‘Superb UHM copy
or UHM minor bend - $50, or very fine LHM - $35

6d ditto. Very fine UHM copy

or fine LHM

10d ditto. Superb UHM example

or very fine LHM

%d Green and Carmine, small “NZ”, large “D”. Lovely UHM
block of four,

or UHM single $8, or very fine used example $16, or not so fine used
1d ditto. Superb used single $2, or very fine used block of four

2d ditto. Superb used example

or brilliant lightly marked block of four

3d ditto. Very fine UHM example - $35, or fine LHM - $20, or very
fine used - $5, or nice block of four with very light parcels marking,
one stamp pulied perf.

%d Green and Carmine, small “NZ”, small “D”. Very lightly
hinged example - $14, or superb used

2d ditte. Superb used example $5, or not so fine used -

4d ditto. Very fine UHM (Catalogue price soon to be increased).

or superb block of four - $200, very fine used example -
or commercially used

Second Type Postage Dues (1902)
Y%2d Postage Due

78(a) Y15a

(b) Y15b

No watermark perf 11. Red and Green fine UHM block of four
or UHM single

or lovely used block of four (1904 date)

or fine single — used

1d ditto. Sideways watermark, perf 11, UHM blocks of four, Red
and Green

Carmine and Green

or the two singles, shades

very fine used set of shades

$ 40
$200
$ 50
$225
$130
$ 70

$ 75
$ 45
$225
$135

$ 32
$ 5
$ 25
$ 20
$100

$ 20
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78(c) Y15c¢ 'd ditto “De La Rue” paper, perf 14 x 15, UHM example, Carmine

and Green $ 7
Or Rose Carmine and Pale Green, LH $3.50
Or fine used, the two shades $7.50
(d) Y15d ':d “Jomes” paper, ditto. Very fine used. $ 80
() Y15e !ad ditto “Art” paper. Superb UHM block of four $ 20
Or fine used example $ 30
) Yisf ‘%d “Cowan” paper, ditto. Superb UHM block of four, Carmine
Pink and Green $ 30
Or the two shades, Carmine Pink and Carmine, UHM $ 14
Or very fine used, the two shades $ 16
(g) Y15h ‘sid “Wiggins Teape”, ditto. Superb UHM block of four $ 80
Or lovely single $ 20
Or very very fine used example (scarce) $ 30

1d Postage Due — Frame Plate Type 1

79(a) Y16a Watermark sideways, Cowan paper, perf 11. Superb used block
of four $25
or lovely used single $4.50

(b) Yi6b 1d Cowan watermarked, sideways perf 14. Two superb blocks of

four, Carmine and Green and Rose Pink and Pale Green. Very fine $ 30
used
or the two shades in fine used singles $ 4

1d Postage Due — Frame Plate Type 2

Y16ba Sideways watermark, perf 14. The two shades Carmine and

) Green and Carmine and Yellow-Green in fine used singles $ 10
used singles, Carmine and Deep Green, Pink and Deep Green, Pink
and Green $ 175
or the same three shades in magnificent fine used blocks of four,
three blocks $15

(c) Y16d 1d ditto, Cowan paper, perf 14 x 15. In fine used blocks of four, the $ 15
two shades Carmine and Yellow-Green and Pink and Pale Yellow-
Green
or in fine used singles $3.75
(d) Y16e 1d Cowan paper, perf 14. In fine used singles the three shades
Carmine and Green, Carmine Pink and Yellow-Green, Carmine and

Yellow-Green $ 3
(¢) Y16f 1d Wiggins Teape, perf 14 x 15 ditto. Superb UHM block of four  $ 50
or single UHM $ 12.50
or fine used block of four $15
or superb used single $3
THE CP CATALOGUE
At a 20% discount

We have decided to extend our offer to 24™ December.
If you know someone who would really appreciate this
superb volume as a gift — this is your chance - NZ $112
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