


TWO
NEW ZEALAND NOTES
New Issues and Varieties
by Warwick Paterson and Warwick Goodale

NEW ISSUES:

Rescue Services: This five-value set appeared on the

27th March 1996 and was designed by Dave Clark Design
Associates Limited, Auckland. The designs are as follows:

40¢ Fire Service/Ambulance; 80¢ Civil Defence; $1 Air
Sea Rescue; $1.50 Air Ambulance/Rescue Helicopter;
$1.80 Mountain Rescue/Red Cross

The set was printed by Southern Colour Print, Dunedin,

by offset-lithography in five colours on CPL Red Phosphor
Coated paper. There are fifty stamps per sheet in five
rows of ten, perforations gauge 14.5 x 14.75 and the paper
mesh is vertical.

Barcodes appear opposite horizontal row three in the left
and right selvedges and are as follows:

(New Zealand Post prefix 9415599)
40¢ 033413; 80¢ 033420; $1 033437; $1.50 033444
$1.80 033451.

Comment on design:

This set, regrettably, appears in all values to be a mishmash
of styles and unbalanced layout. In the main illustration,
figures already have a certain stylised "cartoon" character
about them and yet the designer has not been content and

has allowed even further stylised representations - hard
hats, rescue vehicles, radios, torches, planes, speedboats,
climbing equipment, Red Cross boxes, helicopters, and

so forth - to intrude in each design (0K, only two per
design). The effect, particularly in the $1.50, is horrendous.
The eye struggles to make sense of what appear as little

more than doodles. Unkind? Harsh? Well, we can only

say that once again an issue full of promise and worthwhile
possibilities, has been squandered.

The design stamp values are large and readable.

1995 Pictorial Definitives - "the continuation".

This set commenced in October 1995 with the appearance
of the 40¢ Mitre Peak and now continues in the same vein
and in the worthy tradition of New Zealand's Pictorial
Definitive series.

Nine more values now appear with face values and designs
as follows:

»

GOODS " AND SERVICES TAX

G.5.T. will be added to prices listed in this Newsletter for local
orders (12%%). Overseas orders are '"zero-rated' and do not pay G.S.T.




THREE

5¢ Mt Cook - with a border of kea feathers.

10¢ Champagne Pool - with a border of sinter patterns.
(mineral formations at the edge of the pool) in the
Waiotapu Thermal area, 30 km south of Rotorua.

20¢ Cape Reinga - with a border of sand patterns from
90 Mile Beach.

30¢ Mackenzie Country - with a border of New Zealand
falcon feathers.

50¢ Mt Ngauruhoe - with a border of Red Tussock from
the Rangipo Desert.

60¢ Lake Wanaka - with a border of Kowhai in full bloom.

70¢ Giant Kauri - Tane Mahuta - with a border of kauri
bark.

80¢ Doubtful Sound - with a border of bull kelp.

90¢ Waitomo Limestone Cave - with a border of greenstone.

The stamps appeared on the 27th March 1996 and were designed

by Red Cactus Design Limited, Wellington. The set was

printed by Southern Colour Print, Dunedin, by offset-lithography
in sheets of one hundred on CPL Red Phosphor Coated paper.

The stamps appear in two formats:

(a) Horizontal - 5¢, 10¢, 20¢, 30¢, 50¢ with vertical
mesh perforations gauging 13.75 x 13.25.

(b) Vertical format: 60¢, 70¢, 80¢, 90¢, horizontal mesh
and perforations gauging 13.25 x 13.75.

Barcodes appear in the left and right selvedges opposite
horizontal rows three and seven and are as follows:

(New Zealand Post prefix 9415599): 5¢ 022042; 10¢ 022059;
20¢ 022066; 30¢ 022073; 50¢ 022080; 60¢ 022097; 70¢ 022103;
80¢ 022110; 90¢ 022127.

Comment on designs:

Generally a most successful Pictorial set, perhaps more

in the tradition of the New Zealand scenic issues of recent
years and remarkably similar in the case of some designs.
The concept is good and a very traditional one and must
inevitably find favour with most collectors.

40¢ Mitre Peak 1995 - a new variation:

To commemorate the Southpex '96 Stampshow, New Zealand

Post issued a new sheetlet of ten stamps suitably inscribed
"SOUTHPEX '96 Invercargill 15-17 March 1996". The selvedge
features six Takahe, a rare native (flightless) bird,

in typical pose.

Mesh of the stamps is horizontal and perforations gauge

12 x 12. This sheetlet was available through New Zealand

Post Philatelic Bureaux and readers should note that this

will be the only source of the Mitre Peak design in the

current Pictorials with perforation 12. The shade of

the sheetlet stamps differs from the original 40¢ issue

in that the sky and the lake are more Ultramarine than

Light Blue, and the fern border is more Olive than Yellow-green.

"I am sure you recognize that for many reasons your
catalog has become the default standard for NZ collecting.
If T don't see it in CP, I don't look for it. Obviously
I keep my eyes open for anomalies, however."

(D.D.D., New Mexico)




FOUR
Reprint noted:
Rumour has it that the printers - Southern Colour Print,
Dunedin - discontinued the original run of this issue
because they were dissatisfied with the colours and the
appearance of the stamps. Accordingly, a 1-Kiwi reprint
has appeared with the kiwi symbol in the bottom selvedge
underneath vertical column three. The colours are as .
described above in the SOUTHPEX sheetlet. All other details
of the reprint are the same as the original "main sheets
print of this 40¢ issue.

Correction:

In our original report on the appearance of this issue

(see Newsletter Volume 47 No 4, November 1995) we described
the mesh as upright to the design of the stamp. In fact,
the mesh is horizontal (or sideways to the design of the
stamp) in both the original print and the reprint, as

well as in the SOUTHPEX Miniature Sheet.

New Variety: 40¢ Seashore Booklet:

We have had reported to us a booklet in the above issue
with complete double perforations throughout. Only a
block of six survives from the left-hand selvedge.

ANNOUNCEMENT

We have pleasure in advising all clients of Campbell
Paterson Ltd that our Managing Director, Warwick Paterson
has now taken over full ownership of '"our firm".

Newsletter readers, and Catalogue subscribers
particularly, will be glad to know that CP Ltd will
continue into the future providing the same high standards
of friendly service, New Zealand stamps, and specialist
information, that it has done now for forty-seven years.

Reproduced this month, the first page of "New Zealand
Notes and Comments” published in Volume 1 No 1, June
1949.

Readers may make their own judgement on how fully our
Company has fulfilled the vision of our late founder,
"CP", over nearly fifty years, both here in New Zealand,
the United Kingdom, USA, and elsewhere.

SELL
LET US
SPECTA
EXPERT - IMMEDIATE!

"1 do enjoy every issue of the Newsletter and it is eagerly
"devoured" on receipt and then onto the night table for night-
time reading!"

(S.R., South Africa)
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N.Z. NOTES AND COMMENTS
(By Campbell Paterscn.)
GEORGE VI 3/- .

In the first number of the "Newsletter”” it is pleasing to have something new and
interesting to report, namely the existence of the current George VI 3/- with inverted
watermark (i.e., with the watermark stars pointing to the left of the stamp as vieweq
from the back). | am in a position 0 kncw that two sheels were discovered in
Auck.and six months ago and since then nc furiher sreets have bteen repcried, to

[ [n view of the ilapse ci ume since the iwo sheets were found, thig
locks iike heing an excellent item, comparakble with the scarce 6d invert, and [ am glad
to have scme to offer. The George VI issue is tremendously popuiar with the
specialists just v >w.  They rightly believe that ncw is the time to cbtain all known
varieties—rcelore the inevitabie rises occur. The (mint) early Y2d green, 1d red and
112d brown have been difficult to find in quantity for some time owing to the increas.
ing pressure on the not very large stocks in existence, and they are good tuying at
present N.Z. catalogue prices. Plate bilocks cof all three are increasingly difficult
to chrain.

THE FUTURE

As most of my readers will know. this is my first "appearance’” in print since |
decided to set up in business with my own Company. [ have many plans for the
future and much to say to my old friends, so perhaps it will be forgiven if I occupy
some space this time on matters rather more personal than usual.

It is now nearly six years since—mainly for health reasons—I left my earlier
employers and joined the firm with whom [ have been ever since. During those six
years, subject to the ever-present necessity of being an economic asset to my
employers, | have endeavoured to put into practice certain ideas for a better service
to collectors; such service as I had desired but seldom received during many years of
stamp collecting.

‘Whether 1 achieved any success it is not possible for me to judge; that is for the
collectors to say, but I feel justified in saying that any shortcomings may in part
have been the result of factors over which I had no control.

The situation now is that the responsibility kecomes mine alone tz put iato
practice, again so far as economic factors allow., the standard of service which |
believe ‘s the only possible iustificaticn fer a stamn dealer's existence as such.
That agiues not only to stamp dealers but to all who 1ake a living from serving their
fellow man. If service is grudging and governed sciely by the expected monetary
return 1t is pcor indeed, and not worth paying fer.

But it is not always realized that ''service” neels two parties—a qgiver and a
receiver—and if the receiver is distrustful or unwilling tc co-operate, no efforis of the
giver can be of much avail in the building-up of confidence and personal regard.

All of which leads me to this: I will make every effort to earn the friendship of
those whc may come my way. be they buyers or sellers, large or small. In their
turn [ hope that all will have faith in my good intentions. For ! believe that thers
are few avenues of business where mutual confidence and goodwill bring happier
results than in philately. Many of my readers will know to which collections I
refer when [ say that the finest collections in this country are undoubtedly the
result of a close and friendly co-operation between collector and dealer.

So let none hesitate to call on me for any help I can give in matters philatelic.
Advice is free and none need feel any obligation. [ will be amply repaid with
goodwill and friendship.

WANT LISTS

It is my intention to give wantlists a very important place. [ have an excellent
system which, with the collectors’ co-operation, should supply a long-felt want. Items
on lists which are not immediately supplied will not be forgotten, and will be sent
when available. Every possible effort will be made to obtain anv such items, but
when they are sent the collector will not be under any obligation to purchase.

I want that to be very clearly understood. Every stamp sent out from my office
is subject to buyer's approval and can be returned with or without stated reasons.
I would also emphasize strongly that at present I have no record of anyone’s
previous want-lists—so please include EVERYTHING.

== e -







SEVEN

There is no question then that this impression on the
back has been deposited at a different position from that
on the front. More evidence of true '"offset'?

Onto the next variety "set-off'. Set-off occurs where

a freshly printed sheet comes down on top of that previously
printed and picks up on the gum on the back light flecks

of ink in the shape of the previously printed image.

The difference is usually quite obvious. Offset produces

a solid complete impression; set-off produces flecks of

ink in the recognizable shape of the design of the stamp.
What is curious about the variety under discussion is

that it also shows evidence of set-off.

So here we have a variety of which several copies are
known to exist (these two are by no means the first that

I have seen) which shows distinct features of set-off

but also shows features of offset, at least up to a point.

Perhaps printers amongst our readers can offer some solution
to this mystery. Just to confuse the issue I can say

that the set-off characteristics do not appear to be directly
associated with the "offset' characteristics.

The illustration above shows the variety as seen from

the back. Lightly visible are the features of the design
printed on the front displaced slightly to the right and
showing through to the back.

1%d BOER WAR - Plate features

CP Newsletter, Vol. 46, No. 10, May 1995, featured two
examples of top-right corner selvedge blocks of four of

this issue - both of which, by the way, contain the fabulous
R2/12 re-entry 'the best ever in New Zealand stamps".

The article described the perforations in these blocks
as perf 11. 1In fact, both came from E4b, perf 14, and
this point should be noted as it may be important.

Neil Fenwick, of Petone, wrote regarding this information
and he added the following:

"In response to the information on page 6 (Newsletter

- May 95). After checking the two sheet number blocks
I have, only the one perforated 14 shows this '"gripper"
mark. It is sheet No. 274636 (the other block being
P11 is sheet No. 239391).

"Have you had any other information forwarded as to
the prevalence of this marking, i.e. is it only on a
limited number of sheets P14? Does it occur on sheets
P11? What is the lowest and highest sheet numbers the
gripper mark is found?

"Other blocks seen in catalogues, both P11 havin§ sheet
numbers 235787, 236589, do not have the "gripper' marks."



EIGHT

The original reporter of the variety showing "gripper"
marks in the top selvedge, Colin Larsen, wrote supporting
Neil's information and went on as follows:

"The observations Neil makes back my own. I have never
seen any perf 11 blocks with this type of marking.

The question I would like considered is were there two
printings of the stamps eventually perforated 147

Unlike the London printings, where I feel there is good
evidence that the printer used pads of 500 sheets numbered
accordingly, the Government Printer seemd to be using

an accounting system where all sheets were numbered
consecutively. The two blocks I showed you carry the
numbers 1977383 (no marks) and 274656 (with marks).

Not only are the numbers a long way apart for a stamp
that must have had a limited print run, the figure seven
is not exactly the same in each case. At this stage

I favour the theory that two different presses were

used. If this is a possibility I feel that two printings
are likely.

"My problem remains that I am speculating from no sound
base as regards material. I have only ever seen one

block without marks. It would help if any of your clients
holding perf 14 blocks could note the numbers and if

they carry markings or not, and pass on this information.
The material must be there as the re-entry was often
collected as a pair or block of four, both of which

give the details required to help resolve this matter"

750 The Postage Stamps of New Zealand; Volumes I - VII
Magnificent set of books, and surely in their
tremendous sweep and sheer detail, among the greatest
series ever produced for any country -
philatelically, that is.

Our set this month are in good used condition and
would grace the bookshelf of any New Zealand
specialist.

All present and correct, with reprints and
photographic plates where appropriate.

To the first comer (the last set lasted a matter
Of WEEKS ) it iiet ittt i eenennsaneeeensoneennnnns $ 2500

NEW ZEALAND 4d CHALKY

1000 This rare stamp, the 4d Puarangi from the 1960
Pictorials series, was reprinted in 1965 on chalk-
surfaced paper from a very limited prlntlng
CP 06b (SG786d) is a stamp that is m1551ng from
many many New Zealand collectioms; it is required
for the Lighthouse New Zealand album (p.60.2A, R2/S1).
The current Catalogue of $1000, fine UHM, is set to
increase in the next CP Catalogue Supplement revision
to $1250. We are fortunate to be able to offer whilst
stocks last, a fine UHM copy of this much sought-after
SLAMP . e v vv s eneensnas ettt e ettt ettt e e, $1000

Farliest application strongly recommended
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