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2/~ Captain Cook Retouches. o ,

It must be very widely known amongst students of the 1935 Pictorials that the 2/-
value (Plate 1) underwent an extensive course of “face-lifting" during the period of
the perf 12z, Woodpulp issue. « consicerable number of the impressions on the plate
were re-entered and these re-entries make an interesting group in._any specialised
collection, _ ' - :

I think I am right in saying that an ea'lier overhaul of the same plate 1s not so
well known and may indeed be entirely unknown to most of my readers.” I do'not pretend
that my own knowledge of this earlier overhaul is complete any more than I would claim
complete knowlezdge of any N.4, stamp--the full evidence can be found only in stamps
which are becoming quite scarce and the "placing® of individual coples is made
difficult by the scarcity of complete sheets or. even big blocks, However I can call
attention to some very fine and to me fascinating, rstouches which may encourage
others to talis the matter further.

For the benefit of any new recruits to the hobby I will explain that “retouching”
is done -with a hand-tool known as a graver and is often necessitated (as in the cases
I will give) by the -appearance on th¢ plate of unwanted merks, spots etc which are
themseclves the result of damage; perhaps the dropping of a tool on the plate or
paerhaps -"pitbing™ caused by ruzt, In fact anything which caused a dent, groove, line
or hole -on the plate wherc none should be will show on the stamp as a dolt, line or
blot and~it~is{§he removal of such disfigurements that retouching is made necessary.

It must be understood that throughout this article I am referring to retouching of
a recess plabe--that is, one in which the coloured lines of the design are sunk bolow
the level of the surface of the plate.

In the operation, the ¢raftsman first harmers the back of the plate at the point
where the blot aprecrs. This has the effect of erasing the offending blot but it also
unavoidably crases the normel lines of the design at that particular spot on the plate,
It then becomes necessary to re-cngrave on the surface of the plate such lines of the
design as have been destroyed, It will be seen then, that retouching of this type is
not the whole operation; rather is it a repairing of dam:ge done to the plate in the
repairing of carlier damsge. I hope I have made that sufficiently clear.

Two stamps on the plate are to me of particular interest and curiously they are
adjacent impressions--Row 8, No.2 and Row 9, No.2, It is possible to find copies from
the perf 133x14 issue in which Row 8/2 shows marks in the sky on the right end just
below the cabbage-tree leaves. These look like, and are colloquially knowm as
“cocoanuts™, Row 9/2 in the same perf can be found with one or sometimes two spots
just above the bow of the rowing boat which the zcaldus sailors, hzaving alrecady run
hard on the rocks z:e busy trying to punt over dry land,

These defectives (I mean Row 8/2 and Row 9/2, not the sailors) werc rstouched
while this 135x14 perf was still in use and copies showing undeniable evidonce of the
rctouching can-be  found in all the subsequent issues as well as this one-~-that 1s to
say, ‘Pim's No's 5772, 577b, 577¢c and 577d.

T will describe the avidence of rotouching in full in the January Supplement and in
the meantime,not of course allowing it to interferc with Christmas. dinner, rcaders
may care to-see if they can find copiecs themselves. The places to look are as-
stated. below the lezaves on the right or: just above the bow of the boat-~watch the
farthermost hills. Perhaps I should do the decent thing and point out that Row 9/2
is the top right stamp in eny Flate numbeér block of four,

A Mcrry.Christmas to you all,

N.z, Offcrs.

Lot No, .

S87 Peace Sct. ‘ :
a finc little scot comprising:;Imprint blociks : 3d (two blocks, onc on
woodpulp), 3d (the two frame plates), 4d (three distinct shades), Hd (two
blocks, onc with re-entry), 6d (two blocks, onc from cach frame plate), Od,
(two blocks of 6, one showing red plate flews), 9d (two plates, onc shows
fine re-cntry). ~Plate Blocks: 1d, the complotoe sct of 10; 2d, the complete
sct of 8 (including the scarcc Ho's 7 and 8); 13d, 14 and 1B (two of cach,
showing both watcrmarks); 1/-, blocks of 6, Plates Li and 1B. also
included, all in blocks of 4, are: 4d showing idc-entry; 5d Bow Re-entry
fow 14 No,l: 3d Tail rctouch, two blocks showing cach of the two retouches:
9d Major Re-cntry Row 9 No.8, also included are two (continucd overleaf)




B

bloclis of cach of-vhe 1d and 2d showing striking shade variztions. This

fine Jot of 47 blocks will give o splendid start towards o specialised
COllCCtion. Thollot.......-...-....}......-'......................-).... ;36"15—0
Pecce Vericuies, Mint, : )

The following veristies, all of which are included in Lot S87, are also

cvelloble separately, (2) 4d value in block hom.ng re-entI¥eeeeesssses  3/=

(b) 5d velue in block showing "bcw® ro-entry... 4/6d; (c) 24 valuc in

block Retouched tail (2 DYPC-:) cach blOCkooot‘u.;oivouoo-co-o-o-o- sosses 2/-'
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&
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869 Peace Voricties. Uscd.

a small sot of 4 fine uscd Hd Po“c(,, egach showing a different vericty.
(’w) Bow re-entry, (b) liajor retouch Row 9/2 (soe October Supplement) _
(0) M.ater® ro-entry, (d) Minor frame re-cntry. The sot of 4e.eessesens 8/6d

590 193H-47 Pictorials, COQK flaw.
vie have o fine range of this prominent and populx variety in most of the
issucs in which it can be found. These Pictorials arce advancing co
steadily in value and popularity, both hecre zad overscas, thet we strongly
advocete iancdiate completion of sots. all below are mint,

() Pim's No. 556, Single Mmk, 1%-14x13%, Cogk, SinglcSessessssssssesess 18/6d
() ® . 556a, w134 Cogk, SiN71CSessesesseessenses 10/06d
(C) S (b) inpa.ir with normﬂl.-.o‘-o-ocoou0ouoono'--ocaoo.ooooocon-.ooc JE/"
(d) Pints 1\110.577, Ml Eﬁnk, 13—]43{15", Coqk, »xJ..n lvUCIOIDOIOOOOOOQOOOI.. 27/6d
(C) S (d) in pair with nOﬁHE*.l............-....-.....o.c.-..u........... 45/"
(L) Pim's Mo,577b, Mult idnk, 12z .isparto, Coak, singlcSesssesssseveseses 2

(S) ¢ " 5770 " " 127‘7 ‘{'JOOC‘«”'J\le, COC“.'\., uiﬂ*«lqo..o--noocc.nooco é
(h) FIse] (g) in jolahe i3 WAth NOIMNA) eueesssassesssasesorensnsscnascrcssssssonns 9/6d

NoB, The cbove carry our strongest recommendation, with particular
omphasis on Wooh77. ie belivve this stomp mint bSothr—rith verdoty and
normnl, Lo be monggt the scarcest fiwe of thoe whole issuc, behind only
Lo's H570, 577a, 570 and H7la (in that order).

591 1946 Hoalth Re-cntriess”

iach of ths “Soldier®™ Heolths shows on oxcellont re=entry, the 13d with

double inner frame, Row O Nou8 end the 3d with girl's hoad ourongly

aoubled, Raw 14 No.l. e

ldd valuz, mint in olocﬂ\ «'ith re-untry %4/=y 3d velue, mint in block, with
~o-cnbry 3/6d, .

1%2 STOS

It ic gonerally known that the 4d iros comes on tuwo difforent pape S, one

with verticel, the othor with horizontal mesh. e have both, (shades

differing slightly). The two pepers in blocks, %/~ in singles 10d,
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Soue Christmas Bargoins,
595 Hialths. | |
. a8 a specinl Christmes offer we hawve awailsble o splendid lot of Healths
&t reduccd prices for one month onlye _
(2) Complete sct of hu:.lths, 1929 to 1949, fine Lmou.........;.......... 212
(o) Individusl ztoms: 1929 mint 9/6d, uscd 7/6ds 19%0 mint 25/-, used 26/6d:
1951 lted Boy, fine usced £5: 1952 Eygeia,nint 30/-, used 25/-1 1933 Pathwa
mint 13/-: 1934 Crusader,mint 17/- used 11/=1 1935 Keyhole,mint 3/6d,
uscd 1/9ds 19%6 ufcbuoy,m:.nt 2/9¢, used 1/6d: 1977 Hiker,mint- 3/-, uscd 2/-:
1570 (cited/=) mint 3/=, used J./gd- 19'5 nint 6/, usod )/8c1 1940 mint 10/-,
uscd 10/-: 1941 sint /éo used 5/=3 1942 mint 2/9d (ca .)/6d), used 1/9d.
(c) Complcie sut from 1943 to 1949, mint 1/ d, us:d 2 bd.
594 1931 411".5. Christmes Ofifer
3d browm (cot 10/-) adint 7/-; uscd (cat 5/-) n/-—.
4a purple (cat.10/=) aint 8/-; used (cat (/6d) of -
7d brovn-orenge, mint (cat 27/6d) 20/-; used (cat 15/-) 11/6d.
Trione=Trsaon 7d bluc (ext.20/~), mint 14/-.
N.B,. Hotwithst: nding 5_;\, vory Low prices of the cbove, we guarentece them to be
in the finoet possible condition. Thore ar. no sccond grade copics in our stock,

oy, u\,ﬂb ,ul DL e .
The throe sooups vihich moke this a ddfficult sct teo complg,te--0¢fvr :d scparately.

7¢ Contuimial, mint (cot 8/bd) 7/6¢; wased (cat. 0/6d) 7/6d.
9d it aint (co,t ”/6@ ) 7/~ ; uscd (cut. Lk/od) 3/4d,
1/~ w e aint {eot 17/0) 16/-3 uscd (cot. 2/7d 1/ d._

Complete scts of Centonmid ls, mint (cob 44/6d) 35/-; used (cet 20/-) 16/-,
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