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CLASSIFYING TIl E I d UNIVERSAL (2)

Readers will recall that the first part of thi s ar ti c le dea lt with a ll the issues of Group I in the C. P .
Catalogue (tha t is, stamp s without wmk and those with wmk double- li ned NZ and Star), and the
Sur face-Printed issue of Gro up 2. Now we turn our attenti on to the r emaining Gr oup 2 Issues, all
of whic h have the single - lined NZ and Star wmk. U the suggested so rting plan has been followed,
the s e will a lready be divided into two catego r ies , which were labelled (b) and (f).

Category (b) - st amp s with the four o'clock flaw - consists of print s from:
Th e Booklet Plate (G7 In the Catalogue)
The Dot P lat es (G8)
The Waterlow Trial P lates (G9)
The Royle P lates (Gl O)

Categor y (f) - stamps without the four o'clock flaw - consists only of stamps fr om:
The original Local P lates (G5)
The Reserve P late (G6)

Dealing first with (f), separat ing the majo rity of these into their two clas s ifications should present
no difficulty, if the relevant Cat alogue notes are carefully fo llowed . Any pale print s , In which
much oC the finer detail of the design is very faint or absent altogether , are " Local s", any r lch ly­
colour ed copies, with full background shading behind Zealandla (See the illustration on Permanent
Page G4) are "R es erves".

Howeve r , there will r emain some stamps which do not r eadily fit either oC these descriptio ns , and
my own experience is that If any I d Univer sals are likely to cause a litt le difficulty , these are they .
The expl anation lies in the history of the plates.

The " Local" Plates had previously been used in the pr inti ng of the " P lr le", " Basted Mills" and
. "Cowan Unwatermarked" stamps oC Group 1, and by the ti me the first pr intings on Cowan Water­

marked Paper (that is , the G5's) were made in 1902, the plates wer e already beginning to wear.
This wear was progres sive , and later prlntings produced the immediately r ecognisable very pale
impressions mentioned above. The Reserve Plate, on the other hand, was in use only for
temporary periods in 1902, 1905 and 1908 , and the 1908 printings lacked the definition and
distinctively r ich colour of earlier Reserve Plate stamps. As a r esult , late Reserve Plate
stamps tend to resemble early " Loc als". --



It follows. therefore, that dated pos tm ar ks are a very useful a id to Identi ficati on - an ea rly dale
on such a s tamp wuuld i ndicat e a G~ , while a postmark of 1908 or later wou ld suggest a G6.
Leaving pustmOlrks aside . experience Is the only su re guide, the experience which comes from
h Olndlin~ and s tudying the stamps co ncerned.

Finally we come 10 (ll) , th e last of our original categories and , in my opinion anyw ay , the easiest
of all to sort. The Booklet , Dot. Water low T r ia l and a oyte P late s s t amps all ha ve their own
qui te defin ite characteristics (again refer to the Catalogue notes and lIIust rattons). However , it
is a good pr inc iple - not only with P enny untvcrsats, but in all s tamp Identification _ neve r to re ly
Ull one piece of evidence on ly, when other factors exist which may either confirm or refute It . As
:111 example of the la tter I would mention th e 3d Air Stamp In the 193 1 Lake Scene des ign. Too
oft en one sees a copy of the usual perf 14 x 14llssue misldentified as the scarce pe rf 14 x l ~

s imply because the ve rt ical perfs gauge sornethtng app roaching, but ncvcr qui te , l ~ ( as t hey so me ­
times do in the commoner issue) - all this in spite of a postmark shOWing, cr ys t a l clear, a date
prior to April 1 9 3~ , which is the earliest known usage of the scarce perf s tamp:

SO. rcve rting to th e s tamps In hand, It may be especially useful to the tyro to bear the follOWing
point s ill mind. In addition to the hints already given in the Catalogue.

!looklet P late stamps.{G7) The pe arl at Ihe top left as well as being outstandingly la rge, Is some­
times s lig htl y misplaced (the result of it s being added to each impres s ion on the plate Individually).
Remember , too. that whil e Booklet Plate stamps are oft en foun d with one side, o r two ad jacent
sides. trnpert .. It does not follow that any Penny Uni versal with one or two s ides " imper f ' is
neces sa r il y a "Booklet..stamp - it could be any Issue With the perts tr-immed off. To most this
may seem ahsu rdly obvious, but it Is the kind of "hlind spot" which afflicts some, particularly In
cases where a stamp with a higher catalogue value is the end res ult of the mtstd eot tncat ton'

Dot P la te stamps. (G8) Often. but not always. showing plate wear , In any degree from slight to
advanced lverylike the GS's In this r espect . but " Dot s.. a lways have the fou r o'clock (la w, and the
more adv anced the plate wear. the more clearly this flaw Is visible). rtemember t hat a coloured
dot at the centre of the vertical gutter between stamps does not necessarily Indicate a Dot P la te
s tamp (similarly sited dots are also found on~Booklet and Royl e P lat es stam ps).

Water low Trial P lat es stamps.(G9) Agai n dot s are found on some cop ies, but In t his cas e they
appear close to the outer corners of the design (sometimes at the top lef t only, sometimes at both
top corners. sometimes at the bottom le ft only). Not able for some ve ry promine nt rc-enrrtes,
pa rticularly affecting the to p half of the de sign. In one or two cases the doubling can be clearly
seen without a gla ss. Some other copies show retouchin g to the Circumfer ence of the r osette
at the top left . often with an extraneous lin e r unning at a t angent Into the pe ar l.

Royle Plates stamps. (GIO) I think all the salient point s of Iden tification are already mentioned ill
the Catalogue.

In every one of the issues discussed he re , {with t he exception of the Booklet P late Stamps )
it Is well worth while ch ec king for the numerous pe rforat ion var ieties whi ch exi st. Many of th ese
are scarce, some are ver y rare.

C. C.B.

(For anyone w ho missed the firs t pari of Ihis a rticl e , and who may be inte res ted , we
51111 have ava ilable a limited number of copies. Please send e.a.e.l



REFERENCE SET - 1967 UFE INSURANCE PROVISIONALS

Ma ny collecto rs appar ently have difficulty In differentiat ing between the various papers which
exist in t hese Is sue s. They need not any longer : We have made up a Reference Set wMch will
dispel any doubts onc e and for all. It consists of t hr ee mint blocks of four , all of the I c on I d
value , showing:

1. T he Coarse Thin Paper .
2. The Cr eam or Ti nted Paper.
3. The Whit e Paper.

The blocks are individually Identified, and wc suggest that, for ready r efer ence purpos es , t hey
be mounte d face downwards .

901 Reference Set of 3 blocks as des cribed (the white paper block alone cat. £1:). ... 75p

KING EDWARD VD USED.

Com plementing last months outstand ing mint offe r s, we now list some equ ally desir able used
mater ia l. The prices a gain r eflect the keen demand for Edwards (Indeed for all good N. Z.) , and
all the s igns are that this demand will become even greate r. So our advice is , snap up the
oppor tun it y :-IOW.
All ite ms are us ed.

902

903

904

905

906 (a )

(b )

907

908

909

910

: d Green (Hl a) Deep green , green and ye llow gr een . Three att r acti ve shade
s ingles ...... . . •. • • ... • . .. , .,., •. , . •... •.. • •.. ..... . ... . .. .. .. . . . ... .. .. Bp

::Id Mauve IH2a). Never a common stamp, this, but here ar e thr ee widely contr asting
shades of deep mauv e . mauve and r osy mauv e. ..... ,.. . . .. . .. .......... .... £1. 10

3d Chestnut, per ! 14 x 14~ (H3a). No less than four super s hades in chestnut and bi stre-
bro wn. . . .... . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . .. •. .. .. .. .... -:::-:-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . •. . . 30p

4d Yellow (H4c). Singles in yellow and bright yellow. The two shades .. .. . . . . 75p

5d Brown, pe r f 14 line (H5a). Deep brown and deep r ed-brown. Two r ich shades
... ..... ..... .. . . ... . .... .. .... .. £1

As Above, two Similar shades, but in the commoner perf 14 x 1 4 ~ (H5b), plus a sing le
pert 14 x 1 3 ~ (H5c). Thr ee st amps 35p

6d Carmine. A s ingle cop y pe rf 14 li ne (scarce ). and two good shades per f 14 x 14~
(H6b). The t hr ee • . . . ...• . . •••• • . . .•• •• • •• •. " . " .• • • • " .• .• . . .. . . . .. .. . SOp

Bd Indigo. Two Shade s each of the pe r f. 14 x 14! (HTh) and 14 x 13! {H7c). Nice:
• • • ••• • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • •• •• • • • • • 40p

1/- Orange-vermilion, pe r t 14 x 14~ (HBb). The two cat alogued shades, or ange­
ver mili on and vermilion. A fine contrasttng patr , . • • . .•. . . • .•. . . . . . . •. . . . .. £ I . 75p

Sim'3lified Set. A one-of-each r epresentation, with out r egard to pert. or shade. ! d.
2d, d . 4d r ed - or ange , 4d ye llow, 5d, 6<1, Bd, 1/ - , Set of nine us ed £3. 40



EARLY TO MODERN POT-POURRI

911 Second Sideface 3d Yellow . The scarce original issue on 6 mm wmk paper (D5a,
immediately recognisable by the horizontal mesh paper), in a lovely, never hinged (:)
mint block of four . . .. . . . .. .. ........ ................. .. ........ •.. .. .... £8 .50

912 2 ~d Wakitipu. (E7a). The only variety of any note on this stamp, excepting the spelling
er r or of course, is the re-entry on R11/9. This re-entry is included here in a corner
block of nine complete with sheet serial no. A few splitting perts have been unobtrusively
r einforced, otherwise the block is in very fresh mint condition .......... .. . .. £4.25

913 Id Universal Proof. An imperf block of four printed in red on thick card. With just a
trace of a crease, but attractive at £8.50

914 KGV Official " No Stop" . Examples of this good variety on the Id (KOI5a) and the 2d
(K0l 8c), both in used blocks of four . Seldom seen thus. The two variety blocks £1. 85

915 1935-47 Pictorials , all mint
(a) ~d Fantail. Two marginal blocks of four, one being on Single Wmk paper (Lla), the other

on Multiple Wmk paper (Llb) 20p
(b) As above, three fine shades, green and deep green in blocks of four and a single in an

out st andingly pale shade (scarce). All on Mult. Wmk paper 40p
(c) Id Kiwi. Blocks with Single WInk (L2a) and Mult. WInk (L2d), with additional singles of

L2d in contrasting shades (one being the scarcer carmine-pink) and finally a block with
Mult. Wmk inverted. A lovely pageful in the making . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 60p

(d) 1~d Maori cookin,. A min iature reference set in itself, with singles of all four issues
(Single Wmk pert 4 x 13 ~ , 13 ~ x 14, ditto with wmk inverted and reversed, and Mult.
WInk perf 14 x 13!). Four stamps. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . .. 75p

(e) 2d Whare. Again a complete representation, in singles, of all the issues of this stamp.
6 different 2d's 50p

(f) As above. All four catalogued shades of the first Mult. Wmk Issue (L4b) , including the
very scarce brown-orange '. . . . . . . . . .. £1. 50

(g) 2!d Mt Cook and Lilies. Mult. Wmk, perf 13~ x 13! (L5f). Two good shades of the
chocolate centre in blocks of 4. 35p

916 Q. E. 2 ~d on 3d Provisional. Se-tenant pairs showing the wide and narrow settings of the
surcharge (SG 8OSb) are becoming increasingly difficult to find. We can offer the
variety in two forms. (i) Vertical Se-tenant pair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. £3

(it) Horizontal Se-tenant pair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. £4

917 1960 Id Karaka. The green plate in this value was retouched more than once during its
printing life. As proof of this we offer two plate blocks of 8 (both on chalk-surfaced paper)
In the first , R19/3 shows retouching to the top right leaf; all other stamps are normal.
In the other , th e retouching on R19/ 3 is present, but weaker , and there is now extensive
treatment to R20/2, 20/3 and 20/4. The two plate blocks .. . . .•. .... . . . . .. . . 75p

KING GEORGE V - ENGRAVED ISSUES, MINT

The following offer s present an opportunity that we can all too seldom hope to give our readers.
For anyone Wishing to start on "George V" or to fill out an existing collection, the lots below are
very desirable.

918 1~d Grey - normal watermark. A superb set of three blocks, being C. P. Kla, Klb and
Klc, that is to say, blocks of pert. 14 x 13~, perf. 14 x 14~ and a block made up of two
"two-pert." pairs. Condition tops . £2.80



919 l !d Grey - on " P ictor ial " Paper . A ver y fine set of li ve blocks on the pape r with mor e
widely -spaced watermarks, giving the varieties "No Watermark" in some cases. The lot
includes two blocks of Ki d (pe rf . 14 x 13H one block Inc luding two st amp s wit h no water ­
mark ; also two block s of Kl e Iperf. 14 x 14}) - again one block ha s two stamps wit h no
wat er mar k; finally a blo ck of four {KIfl made up of two "two-per t ." pairs , one pair havi ng
no water marks. The fin e set of five blocks > a little foxing, nothing serious . . . . . £2.50

920 (a) 2d Violet. A set of th ree blocks on the same lines as the fi r st lot of l ~d s abov e, being
b locks of K2a , K2b and K2c, the latt er being the "t wo-perrs". All bloc ks are very fine ,
clean. well cent r ed and 01 gloriously brilliant co lour. The three blocks • . ...•.. . £4

(b) As above. A pair , mint , p arf 14 x 13 L with uppe r selvedge showing pla t e number ' 15' .
Scarce . . . . . .. ... . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . ...... . • .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .• • . . . . • . . . . £2. 50

921 2d Yellow. C. P , K2d (14 x 1 3 ~ ) , K2e (14 x 14!l, and K2f (two- perfs l in bloc ks, mint .
Cent er ing not pe rfect in K2d, but this i s al lowed for In our price. Finally a super block
of four of K2g, the 2d on " Pictor ial" Paper , perf 14. The four bloclr;s .• , , , .•• . .. , £ 3. 50

922 2ld Deep Blue. Thr ee blocks (K3a, b and cl . givi ng the two standard perforations in
blocks and the combined perfs in the th ird block . All th e se are very fine and all in the
earlier deep blue co lour. Finally a block (perf 14 x 13~ ) in the later slate blue s hade ·
a fine cont r a st. The four blocks . . . .• . . .. . .. ........ ... ... . . ... . . . . .... . .. . • £4. 60

923 3d Chocolate. Thr ee blocks, K4a , K4b and K4c , giving the s ame r ange as usual - the
thir d block (01 com bined per fs) Is from the pl ate in Its wor n state. Also included a re two
blocks , i n not ab ly diffe r ent shades, of the Is sue on " Ptctor lal" P aper (K4dl. Shade
differ ence s are not often seen in K4d. The set oliive blocks •.••• , , ••. , , £ 5

924 4d Yellow. Three blocks (K6a, b and c) as usual In the above lot s - condi ti on splendid,
a nd so me s had e range noti ceab le. The th r ee blocks £3

925 (a) 4d Violet. Thr ee blocks (Ked, e and f) al l l r om Pl ate 20 and all In the characte r istic
deep vio le t shade. Also In thi s lot is a mint single of the supe rb " club- loot" r e- ent r y
seen in the top left ha nd value squ are wher e traces of "2 ~" can be c lear ly seen a s we ll as
the normal " 4" . Thl,! fine min t lot of th ree btocks and the re-entry single.. •.. . . . £I v

(b) 4d Deep P ur ple. Two bloc ks and a pair, (K5e) all perf 14 le: 14} as is usual in Plate 44,
and a si ngle of the very scarce K5d (14 x 131) In ve r y deep pur ple. Of the block s one Is
identical wit h the 14 x 13 ~ s ingle, and both pieces may well ther efor e be fr om one of t he
r are two perf shee ts (though the block itself doesn't have the combined perts ). The other
s llghtly lighter , block (with selvedge) Is of the more usual purple shade , wnlle the pair
are on Esparto Paper with gla s sy gum. The spectaltsrs ' lot fr om P late 44 - two blocks ,
u pat r and a r are single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . " , , £ 6

926 4!:d Myr tl e -Gr een. Thr ee blocks (K6a, b and cl . being one block of each of the two usual
peris and a eombt ned-per f block. The 4 ~d is becorntng strangely sc arce t hese days. The
thr ee block " " , . . .. . , .. . ... ... ...... . . .. . £10

N. B. We will conti nue with offer s of t he Rece s a- P r fnted value s fr om 5d upwards,
and with t he Surface-Printed Issues, i n our next Bulletin.



1970 - 71 DEFINlTIVES

·"c - 4c Butt erlUes and Moths (6 values), mint. • • ••• • ••••• •• •• •••• • • .. ••• ••• •• ••
Do. Set of 12 I1nprint /Plate blocks (10 st amps i n e ach block), mint. • . • •• ••• . • • •
4c on 2~c Provisional, mint•• • •••• • • ••• • • . . . • •• • • • . • • . .• •• •• •• . .••••. • • ••••• • . • ••
Do. Set of 4 Imprillt/Pla1e biocks (10 stamps in each) .
se - Se Fi sh (5 values), mint •••••• •••• •• • • •• • • • • •• . • •••• ••• • • .•••• • • •••• •• ••• •
Do. Set of 10 Imprint/Plate blocks (I O stamps In e ach) , m int. . • •• • • • • . • • •• • • • •
IOc Queen' s Head &< N. Z. Coal of Arms, mint • • • . • • • • • • • •• • • • • •• •• •• • • • •• • • •
Do. Imprint/Plate block (6 stamps) , mint .
15c, l Se,20c Maori ArtUacts (3 values), mlnt • ••• • • . • • • . • . . •• • . • •• • • ••• •• • • • •• . •• • •
Do. Set or 3 Imprint/Plate blocks (6 stamps in each), mint • • •• •••••• •• • • • • • • • •
$ 1 Geother mal P ower , mint••• • . l"•• • • • •• • • •• • • • • • • • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • •• • •• • • ••
Do. Imprint/Plate block (6 stamps ), mint ..
52 Agricultural Technology, mi nt •• • • •. • • ••• • • • • • .• •• . • • • • • . •• • • • •• • • • •• • • • • • • • • •
Do. Imprint/Plate block (6 st amps), mini .

lOp
£1 .95
3,
£1. 30
23,
H .707,
4Bp
35,
£2 .35
63,
£3 . 85
£1. 20
£ 7. 25

2, -

I , -

8< -

,
~ c ­
:iC •

3, ­
4, ­
7, -

VAflIETIES (TblrkeU P osition Finder references in brackets)

~ c - R6/ 20 Blue rIaw In selvedg e at r ight ; R8 / 20 Background retouch (111. C2-3); R9 /20
Background retouch (Th. 83). Mult lple variety block or 10 stamps ••• •• •••• • • 7p
R3/14 Retouch to fraction bar of ! (Tb. B- C5). Block of 6 •••••.• •• • •• •• • •• • Gp
RIO/ 5 Background retouch (Tb. C4); RI O/ 8 Orange line at right wtng tip (Tb. D6).
Both In one bloc k of 8. • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • •• 6p
Background retouches on R7 /3 (Tb. B5), R9/1 (Tb. A2) and R9/4 (Tb. A4). Three
varieties in one block of 12 stamps 12p
R3/IO Retouch (Tb . Cl ) and R5/9 Retou ch (Tb. C2- 3). Block of ID•• •• . • • •• • Up
Retouches on R8/17 (Th. M -5), R9/ 17 (Th . B5) and R9/ IS (Th. 83) . Anothe r multi-
variet y block of 12 st amps 20p
R8/13 BaekgrOWld retouch (Tb. B2). Block of 10 23p
Retouches on R9/16 {Th, G5) and RIO/ IS (Tb. C2) Block of 6 25p
RIO/20 White flaw above " ZEAL" (Tb. F3-4). In "trafflce Ughts" block of 10
stamps 53p
RI /14 Massive retouch (Tb. A4). Again In "traffic li ghts" block of 10 • • • • • • 63p

RECENT ISSUES

14/ 7/ 71 Satellite Earth station Opening Se,IOe. Set of 2, mint •• •. .•.•. • •• •.•• . . . • • • . 13p
Do. Illustrated F.D. C., Auckland F . D. postmark IGp

As abo ve , but with special Warkwortb pictorial cancellation .• .••• . .••. .. • • • .. 18p

4/8/71 Health Stamps 3c + l e , 4c + l e, Se + le. Set of 3, mint lOp
Do. Illustrated F. D. C., Auckland F . D. Postmark • . . . •• ••• .• .• • • • .• . •. . 16p
Do. Set of Bb F . D. C. , each postmarked at a diHerent Health Camp . • • • • . £1 .25
Do. Mini/Sheets 01 6 (3c + l e and 4c + le only). Mint .. . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. . 35p

tll::~&t:i~~;n{:iF~~: ..~.~~~.o.r.~~ .~~.~~~.~. ~ ~~.:~~ .~~~ .~.~~~~.,Qp


