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COMMENT - by CAMPBELL PATERSON

Readers wUl recall my recent telllng of the tale about Ray Colllns once having been asked to value
complete sheets of NZ " London Print" Chalons Id, 2d and 1/- - since destroyed - alas:

An interesting footnote is provided by the comment of Ray's widow, Mrs. Mabel CoUlns, in a lett er
to Warwick Paterson dated October 15th, 1968. I am confident that Mrs. Colllns wUl not mind my
quoting her. She says: " . ... . Can't remember how many times I heard Ray tell the story and I guess
there wUl be some who wUl not belleve It. But knowing him I would know It was true...

So there It is. Ray could conceivably have been pulling .!!!!.leg - but he would hardly tell the same
story to his wife if It were not true. I am very grateful to Mrs. Colllns for thus putting the st or y
Into a firm place in NZ philatelic history.

A CHRISTMAS MYSTERY by GCH & PEC

Recently we have had an opportunity of exam ining some sheets of 1962 (Sassoferrato's "Madonna" )
Christmas stamps.

The paper mesh Is horizontal and we deduce that the paper was fed Into the printing machine s ideways
" with the mesh", as if the sheets were fed at right angles to the mesh, the paper would be pr one to
split along the mesh. We suspect that printing may have been In the reel rather than by the sheet.

Two cyllnders, numbered lA and lB were used, each printing panes of 60 stamps. These presum­
ably appeared alternately, so that the reel was cut into sheets consisting of two panes, one from
cyl lA, the other from cyl lB. We noticed that the sheets from cyl lA were perforated through the
left margin, sheets from cyl lB were imperf at the left margin, while the right margin In both cyls
Is perforated. Perforating was therefore apparently done by a comb machine moving from right to
left across the sheet, with pane "A" always on the right.

Now we propound the mystery. We notice that In general, sheets from cyl lA are particularly prone
to split along the horizontal perfs (I. e. with the mesh) whereas sheets from cyl IB show no such
tendency. Examination of the perforation holes In these "weak" sheets, shows that they are oval
rather than round, although in some sheets we noticed this distortion of the perfs did not occur. Could
there have been two machines used for perforating?

Here is the puzzle. We offer no explanation; we only state what we have observed. Would any
reader care to comment?



193 6 - 4 '1 . i d FANT AIL AND THE MYSTERIOUS MACHINE

Some Information on thts st amp conta1ned in Volume D of the Handbook may be new to some readers,
and In any event provides food for thought . The thtrd paragraph of page 4, volume D states that when
the td FantaIl on multiple wate rmark paper was printed, a machine was used by De la Rue which would
print two plat es each of 480 lmpressioll8 at one ti me, I. e. (our pane" each of 240. The plat es were
s et up In the machine side by s ide and produetlon could be done on tMs maChine when a large printing
was necessary; or U required, two dW'erenl val ues cou ld be printed side by side at the same time. A
see::Ond, smaller machine, producing two panes of 240 at each operation was also in use.

Prlntlngs of the i d FantaIl were apparently made at ftr st on the s mall er maehfne (or possthly on the
larger machine In combin.U1on with another value) In two panes numbe red lA and lB. In 1936 another
plate was laid down to speed. up production, and thi s by implication was used In conjunction with the
or iginal plate for printing in the large machIne, a.ltbough the HlUJl:I)ook does nol actu.a1ly say 110. The
new plate was un-numbered, but It wu laid down In two panes which can be distinguIshed by constant
(laws appearing on the two panes .

A further plate was laId down In 1937. The panes were agaIn numbered lA and IB, but the letters
and figures were much larger than those used on the original plate, 110 that the y are readUy distin­
guishable. U Is Inferred that this plate WafO used for printing on Its own, and not In conjunctio n with
either of the other plates.

It seems str ange that the Ha.td:look whicb usually goes Into some detaH of anytlllng out of Ihe ordtnary,
makes such fleeting reference to this "line engraved" prI nting maclllne produetng two different values at
once . Would anyone care to comment on thi s mysterIous machi ne, or on the pos sible printing combin­
ations made on tt ?

2 / _ TANIWHA UNR ECOR D E D SHADE

We have just acquired a cover postmarked 9th March, 1967 TapanuI and.with a 2/- stamp C.P. 016a
S. G. 796.

The stamp Is in an unusual shade of vsry pale oUve- bufi. The cover, which came from a non-philatelic
source Is of the "Air Mai l" type with red ,whlte and blue borders. There are no traces what ever of the
cover or the stamp having been espceed to sunlight , faded. or treated chemical ly or cmerwtee. either
accidentally or by someone trytng to produce a new "va.riety ." The stamp shows no sign of having been
"doctor ed" and we would, with modesty, claIm to be eq>erts at spotting this so rt of thIng .

A si milar s hade was also shown to us at the B. P . E. Has anyone elae s een such a variety ?

19 6 8 CHRISTMAS IS S UE

The deetgn se lected for the 1968 Chr l.8tmae etamp was taken Iro m a pa1nt1ng by Gerard Van Hontnor st
(known c:ontempor aneous ly In Italy u Gherardo del Notte) . The painting, "Ador ation of the Shepherds,"
hangs in the Plttl Gallery, Florence, Italy. An almost Identical picture by the slUlle artist Is in the
Uffll.l Gall ery , Florence, and one feelB that one picture may have been a cartoon for Uleother . The
Babe has been turned round, and there are various othe r small dlffe renc:es In the dee lgnS',

As additi onal InformatIon for " writi ng up" : Van Hontl'lorst ( 1~90- 1656) cam e to England after leaving
Italy and was Invited by Charles I to decorate his pala.c:e at WhItehall . The palnter died at Utrecht , the
town of his btrth, on 27th April , 16~6 .



NEW Z E ALAND P OST A L HISTORY

Rallw.y Trave ll1ng POlt OlIlces

A collection 18lK-I965 all on emtre cover or cud. A vlf'J Ilnpre..lve lot, wblch It 18 hardly
necessary to Underline 18 worth very much more aa a collection than similar single lor;l1v1dua!
items woul4 be. To pick out eome h1ghl1gbl8, there 18 a ftne ranse of the early R. P. O. and
R. T. P. O. marldnge In circle, IIOme canceWog the etampa, and some WIld aa trlUllllt ma.rke.
Varloue type8 of LOQ'lE LETTER are followed by the later R. P. O. and R. T.P.O. In larger
Circle (both single and double ring canceUattoNll, one cover of nete bearing Auckland ExblblUOD
td and Id values cancelled. T. P. O. ),{An{ TRUNK MC. N. Z. 15 J A Hilt. A large part of lUl
envelope Is also cl1splayed show1ng a c lear str1ll:e of the very rare machine marltlng MAIN
TRUNK T. P. O. SOUTH. APlt 1909.

lnterMwar-year marldngs tnelude TRAVELLING p. 0. N. Z. NORTH OTAOOand R. T. P . O.
CHRISTCHURCH 2.

Amongst the model"Il8 are examples of various types of T.P. 0. MAm TRUNK AUCKLAND and
R. T. P . O. MAIN TRUNK WELLINGTON besides letters post ed on the traln, LATE FEE litter. ,
Auckland Ratlway. R. T. p . O. SOUTH CANTERBURY, and coven1rith p:!8tmatta of the scarce
MOBILE e.c, SAVtN<;g BANK NO. I WELLINGTON and NO. 2 AUCKLAND.

The wbole forms a very desirable ooUecUoo with many rarlUes , and light perbapa to on1ytheflrtilt
type cancellaUon and ecme of the s carcer Inter-war muldf1ge. (14 coven ) •. . • . • • . • • •• £100

D11

D12

DU

FOR THE " M O DE R N" SPECI ALIST

i E. Id Booklet P&ne8. C. P . N2a. S. G. '124. Col:DPlete sbeets (210 atazn.pa) of
e Id jirlIJl8d lor uN ID booIdetl can be plated by m1mrte marks and lIlfferenc..

in th e stampa . We bave s heets of the complete recoostructton put to(etber by •
lpectalist eouectce of the.. lanel, together with IiliI pbotofiats~ng the detal.!.•
onwhich the r eooMtruCUon lA baled. Hours d. tun for th e phtla1eUc etudent and a
real EUUbtUon winning lItudy . 210 lrtampe all iD mitt booklet panel, and three
Iheets of photographs • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • £ 15

Q. E. 3d Booklet Panee. C. P . N 5a, S. G. 72'1 . A.lInUar r econatruction 01the 3d
value. 210 itiUiipa tn mint booklet panel makllJc: up the complete Iheet, plus three
lIheetl of photographs ••• •• •• •• • .• • . ••••••• •• • .•••• •• • • • • •.•• • •• • ••••••• •• •••• • •• £20

3cent~. C. P. 034a, S. G. lKll. Pla1eZ818 IB I8. SheeUd.stampefrom
thii p e appeared iD two et&tes. The ortpnal. which .... OD nJe for only a ebort
tjme and. la scarce, showed aome tweDty major flaws and varletlea. In the ret.ouehecl
elate. tbeae na..,1 .ere in IOlDecue. touebed out leav1Dc QO trace, or retouclled or
smply not touched, wb1le ctber freab vartetl.. appeared. Apart from the on.. already
recorded, ID&I\Y others wtll be ciI8covered by the keen etudent. Two elIeeta , one the
scarce orlglnaJ., the ctber r etoucbed, each d. 200 1tampI, mtm •• • ••• ••• . • ••• .• • . • .• . 215
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AIR MAlL COVERS

.) 12th Nov. teSI. Chriatmu Airman First Olflclal FUgbt New Zealand _ Aumalla­
LOildOn, 1i1th cachet and bearing 3d, 4cI and 7d A1rmaUa S. G. 548 - 550, and
SmlUng Boy Zd blue S. G. 547. A fine cover with good IItampe • • • • • • • ••• • • • • • • • • • • £~O

b) Ultb March 1932. WelUngton· Dannevirlr:e and return. First FI1ght. The two
stages. APPrOPriate cachet, back stampa, and bearing Airman stamps. 2 covers ' .' . . 40/­

12th December 1933. Auckland - Inverearglll " FaI th in AuatraIa" with spedal
cachet. tleOU'tng either 3d or 4d AirmaU stamp S. G. 548/549 •• •••• • .. • . .• • . . each 15/­

t 7th Feb . 1934. First Trane Tuman Fl1gtlt with }uckland 1 Relief cancellationana back Stamped Sydney 1'1th Feb. 1934. Bear1ng 74 blue Trane Tasman " Faith tn
Australia" stamp (8. G. 554) .. • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . • • • . . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • . 40 /-

a) 29th March 1934. Trane Tuman Air MalL "Southern Cross. " Official cover
'1rith KaltiIa poitiiiark and back stamped Sydney 29th March. 3d and 4d Airmail
stam pa. S. G. 548 and 549•••• • • •• •••• .• • .• • . .•. .•• •• • .•.• . .• • . •• • . .•. . .• .•• • .•• 30/-
b) AaaboV8, bul Witb 'Jd blue Trus Taamanstamp 8.G. 554 . . •• . .• • • . . • • . • • • • . 40 / ·

c) AB above, but with 34, 44 and 74 Airmail stamps. 8 . G. 548. - S50 • •• . •• . .• .. • 5/)/-
4) AB abov e and return fllgtlt. Flown to AuBtralla, ad41t1ond Australian stamps
aff1J:ed, ana return fllgbt, w1.th Australian P. O. cac bet. Back stamped New Plymouth
12th AprU, 1934 . Pair of Australia 8.G. U5 . • . •. • .. •• . • • .• • • . .• • • . .• • . •• . •• . • 35/ ­

e) AB above. Flown N. Z. - Australia and return, w1.thall appropriate postmarka,
cachets ana backstamps N. Z. 8. G. 548 , 549, Australla 8. G.139 • . . • . •. . • •. . • . . • .• 65 / ­

a) 14th April 1934 . Second fllgtlt by Commander UIm, poltmarked Kalta1a,
ba.c:lUitamped sydney, and with " Faith in Australla" cachet, bearing 34 and 74
AIrmail 8.G. 548 and 550 . •.. •.. • •. . • .. • .. • •. • •.. • •.. • •.. • •.. • •. • • • • .. •... . .. 50/-
b) April 1934. nrat Official Air Mail Australla - New Zealand perVH - uxx
"Faith In Al18tralla" Commander C. T. P. UIm. 74 Airmail rate made up by
Australla 14 K. Go V. plus pair of 8. G. 115. Backltamptld New Plymouth 12th April
1934 and official Australian cachet 12/8

c) As above. but bearing Australia 14 K. G. V. pIu S. G. 139. New Plymouth
bacltstamp 30/ -

a) 2nd J1 1934. Ftl" st offiCial throught AIr Mall Australia - Nr.r Guinea, with
Kaltala po mark, three different cachet!l of the N. Z. and Au&trallaa P. O. and
back3tampe4 on arrival ai LIe New GuInea, bearing a block of four 54 AIrmaIl
8.G. 551 40 /-

b) At! above but bearing 34, 14 and 54 AIrmail S. G. 5018, lISO and 551 ••• •• ••• • • • • • 60 /-

c) Aa above but back8tamped Port Moresby Papua, and bearing three copies 01 the
14 AirmaIl 9. G. 550 . • • . • • • • •. . • •.• •. . •.. • . • • • • • • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • £lI

Flown cover Wanganu1 - Brtabane - London, poatmarlr.ed 27 N01ll34, and bearing
sa X1riIiilIl 9.G. SlIl , four copies of the 1834 Health " Crusader" and other stampa •• • • •80/-
New Zealand - U. S. A. nrllt AIr MaU December 1837. Cachet in r ed , poetroarll:
wanpliUI 26 DE t931. Buklltamp San Francleco Jan 8, 1938.

P~ard ibow1ng air postage rate 2/44 10/-

Auckland - Vancouver. nrat AIr Ma1l8en'l.ce 2!5tb April 1847 . PrUlte4 cachet.
Postmark AUCktarU:l2i AP 1947. Baclr.Ita.mp V&IICOIlV8r Ap. 27 194'1 • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • 7/6



DECIMAL FLAWS, RETOUCHES & VARIETIES
A llattng of items whicb have previously appeared in the CP Auct1and N__letter and were lNb­
8equentl y co llated in " Th e New Zealand Stamp Collec:tor" to whlcb journal a.clmow'ledplDenl ta
given. Additions and amendmenta made by MIBS Dorotlly Tutt.

R20/2
RIIl/I

RU /I
R14/10
Rl5/8

le : PLATE l AlAlA

l e : PLATE lAlAlAtA

2e: P LATE lA lA lAlA

2c: PLATE 18181818

2c: REPRnn'S

2k : PLATE lAlAtAIA

21<: : PLATE 2AIAIAIA

21<:: PLATE 28181818

21c: PLATE 2A2A2A3A

3e: PLA TE IAIAtAIA

3c :"PLATE 18181818

3e: PLATE 2AIAIAtA

3e: PLATE 28181818

H6/ 6 Small retoucb Thlrkell Al .

R11/10 Ret ouch to left of N of NEW

Rll /I0 Flaw under E of NEW
R15/1 Retwch in eecond A of ZEALAND

R18/ 3 White blob to r1gbt oI laave. above KAICA

Since these were printed from the same cyUnder., the sam e
varieties occur in the Bame places.

R1/1 and 1/8 Poss ible plate .eratch t)m)ugta D of Zr.ALAND
on RI /', acroe s the gutter and Into N of NEW on RI /B .
R2/ 9 DIsturbance In blue eyllncler below 21c Thtrkell a.
Re / 8 Large whit e s pot to right of middle teuei.
R8jl Disturbance in blue cyn nder above E c( NEW. Thtrkell n .
RIO/ 7 Touching up of letterl NE.
Rl 5/1l Grub on JJtalk flaw.
RIIl /I Millormed taU on 2 of 1.
Rlll / 3 Lar ge touchlng up under rlght· hand flower .

R8/ 5 Butterfly on flowe r flaw.
Ri O/ S Serif to large 2 of 21-
R12/7 Two p1'omtnent eeeccceee TMrkell B3 and B5.
R14/ 1l ApoairopJIe of D of ZEALAND Thlrl:ell n .
R16/ 8 Retouch below 21c Thirkell C2.
R20/4 Whtte Itroke above s econd A of ZEALAND.

RI /4 Touchin g up above top flowers.
R3/3 Extra l erlf on e of 2te.
RU /8 Speck led blue print around l talka of two 18ft-hand flowers

(only on some Ihe«a).
Deformed left stroke of N of ZEALAND.

Retouched plate Icratch under 3 of 3c .

White b lob flaw on top of Z of ZEA LAND.
Touched-up plate scratch to right of top right flower .
" Gnome'l Head" flaw . A white flaw on batJI:of top petal of
top right flower opposUe I of PUARANGI.

RS/4 White s pot above ac.
RU/ 5 White blob on Z.
RU/9 Large r etou ch alXIVe D of ZEALAND.
H20/ S White epot ju8t below 3.
R20/9 White Inverted V at top of upper rlpthand flower .

This plate has been found 10 two .utes knowD as the orlglna.l and the
retouched states. The YU1 etles ll8ted have been found on . heet l u folIowI :

RI /3
R1/a
R2/'
",/7
R4/10

OrIginal state
GrlJ81l Une to right of red ceme In top centre flower
White blob on back of bottom loop of 3 • • • .
White dot between ae and PUARANGJ
Small white dot abo'" P of PUARANGI
Blue trIaDg1e In margin by Iop-Ieft corner . . • •• .

Retouched State

Flaw remalNi
Retouched
Rotou<h..-,....
Putly ....



Fla.w t'emalns
F1aw rema1ne
Flaw rema1ne.. ...
..'0''' .
Rema1ns
Remaine
Retouched..........
"m"'"Retouched_..
Flaw gone
......,hed
RemaJns

RS/IO Broken second A of Z&ALAND •••
Re/7 Green dot on third petal of top- left Oower .
RS/e Blue dot OD left-hand leaf of Itlft-band top flower .
R7/ 1 Small touehup ThlrkeU n . ..
R7/ 3 White bob under R of PUARANGI• ••
R7/4 While spot over RA of PUARANGI. ~
R9/S Small touchup ThlrkeU D6 •• •
RI2 /9 Small yellow ring on top oCtop-lettpeta.1 of bottom-left [lower .
RU/3 Small white spot at edge above e • • •
RU/ 8 White flaw over AN 01 PUARANGI . •
RU/ IO Blue splalh in margin above 3
RI5/ 1 Red pUcb to right of top-right flower
R20/4 Big blue epot on firlrt peta1 01 top-left flower
mo/ s Yellow tatte r on bottom-left petal 01 bottom-left flower .
R20/8 Green spot on top part of L ••

The following ha'18 been found on retouched sheete but not on the origl.na1:

R3/3 White nick In bottom margln under seeoDd N.
R4/ I O Enlarged top 8erU on D.
R8/2 White scratch running fl'Qm P to G of PUARANGl.
R18/9 Smal l whit e spot alter C.
RI8 / IO Possible r etouch at junction of L and A.

Pre-touched aheelll are known without H20/S or H20/8.
Retouched eheets are known without R3/3, R4/ IO, R18/9 and RI8 / IO.
Some th irty other minor varieties ha'18 been noted but are not all constant.

5Oc: P LATE lA

30c: P LATE I AIAI A

3c: P LATE 2/1.2.A2/1.U

4c: P lATE 181BIBI8

'Iic: P LATE IAIA1 /1.1/1.

R5/IO Broken Ien leg of second A of ZEALAND. Similar to, but not
Identical wtth RS/ IO of Plate 2BIB1818.

R8/8 Prominent r etouch Tbtrltell 84.

R9/2 ThIn black vertlcalline bc·t<ween upper and lower fine ThlrkeU 04.
RIO/13 Small flaw unde r top fi n.

ac : P LATE IAI/I. R12/1 Retouch tn Z oC ZEALAND.

I~ PLATE IA1/1. ORIG1N/l.L ISSUE
RI / I O Retouch to r ight oC D of ZEALAND.
R2/9 Retouch unde r log .

2Sc: PLATE lAlA ORIGINAL ISSUE
R8/ S White blob aboYe aeco nd A of Z&ALAND.

R2/1 Large r etouch unclet' N of NEW.
R7/ 1 Small clot of dark colour Immed1ately to right of flagpole.
Rl/7 Retouch long thin disturbance eneDdlng below right leg of

N 01 ZEALAND.
R8/ 1 Retouch Immedlately to r ight of fJaspole.

R8/S Small flaw to left of Waterfall.



CHRISTMAS SPECIAL OFFER
To Bulletin Subacrtben only we make a Spec:1a1 Offer d. our Cbrtstmu seu. Take wantage of

this to get an unuaual and attracttve preeent for your IlOD-pbllateUst frlendl, or to add aomet:ll1.nc

new and different to your own collection.

One complet e set of 8 Cbrtstmaa stamps (1980 - 68) Mint. One.. of "Old Kuter" reproduct1oDll.

J\dl coloor pictures d. the painttngll uaec1 for the N. Z. ChrUtrtau aerlee, plua a bla.ek and white

photo in the same (postcard) etee of the 1"" ChrlsI:mae IIlu1p ...bleb ".. not from a palatlna but

wu apec:tally designed by the well-known N. Z. deetper 1.. C. Mttc:belL

Tbe attractive series of stamplll and postcards

OR

M above, but Wlth lJl:amps supplied in bloclte of four (1~-68 e<nPP1ete)

35/-

WJ/-

Some Bulletin Readers may have bought a set abnUar to the aboYe from u in the put couple 01.

momhlJ at the then advertlaed price. If anybodJ who did. 80 car.. to rembld UIIof the fact, we wU1

gladly give a credit for the difference betYeeu the price paid. and the apec:W prlee ctfertld. bere.

YOU MAY c:..um TO USE THE TEAR-OFF BELOW Fm ORDERING.

HAKE. • • • • • •• •• ••• • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • •• • •• • • • • • • • • ••• • •••• • •• • •• • • • • •• • • • •• •• • • • • • • •

ADDRESS. • ••• •• •• ••• •••••••••••••• • • • • ••• •• ••••••• ••••• •• •••• • •• ••• •• •• ••••••• ••••••••••

Please auppl,.:

o One Ht of Chrtlltmu aampa and pcMItearda (lieQ...8)

o A. above, but with the 8tampIIlD blocb 01. tour

P.T.D.



THE C . P . MODERN VARI ETY S E R VI C E

These are changed days indeed. Not so long ago , th1s part of Out service to collectors '\Yall small

enough to al lOW' us to provide Varieties and New IBliu88 without undue difficulty. Today we have to

obtain - and pay for iD advance - vast quantities of every New Iss ue , tnc luding Plate Blocks,

Varletle& and F. D. C. Up to now, we have gladly borne the ever-increasing capital outlay our­
selves, but with the credit squeeze tntensilled even further, It has become Decessary to enil . the

co-operation of our subscribers - in the form of a small deposit. In this respect, we are mere!!,

falllng Into line with what has longbeen a standard requirement of most New Issue suppliers.

All customers wishing to continue their standing order under our Modern Variety Service are

requested to remit the sum of £2, '\Yhlch will be held hy us as a permanent standing depolllt apJ.na..

thelr M. V. S. acCOWlt; a receipt will be given. The dep081t will be repayable ln full should a sub­

8Crtber wish at any time to dlscontinue his standing order.

From time to time, an additional deposit will be necessary agatDBt the lssue of unusually hIgb

values, and in such cases we shall ask subscribers to remit the neces sary sum, thus confirming

that they will require such expensive Items.

NEW 25c AND $2 DE FtNITIVES

The long awaited 25c and $2 values of the Pictorial sertes are to appear on December 10th. AB

usual, we shall be obtaining these In mini singles, F. D. C. , Plate Blocks, and - as they become

available - used.

For the reasons out li ned above, we must ask that ail cus tomer s requlring the $2 P late Block

should make a special deposit without de lay .

YOU MAY CARE TO USE THE TEAR-OFF BELOW'.

NAME•• • ••••••••• .• • •• •• •• • • • • . • . • • • • • • •• • • • • •• ••• •• •• • •• •• • •• • • • • •• • • • • . • • • ••••• • • • • • •

ADDRESS•• • • • • • • • . • • •• • • •• . •• ••• • • •• •• • • • • • •• • . • •• • • •• • • • • • • • • •• •• • • • • • ••• • • • • • •• • • • • • •

My standing deposit for New Iaauea r equired la encl.oeed at follows :

Ut

D
D

For all forthcoming Deftnitt't'8S and/or Special Inues (including Pla1e B1oeU. F. D. C.
and/or VarleUea where required). E2 DEPOSIT ENCLCSlI:D.

Eztra depoait U Plate Block of new !2 PoInItu Geyaer la required:

For $2 Plate Block. £10 DEPOSIT REQUIRlD.



A "NORMAL" RARITY
by Colln Hamilton

It must be unusual to say the least for a normal stamp to be rarer than a variety of the same stamp
occurring only once in each sheet. yet in the Second Pictorial issue of New Zealand there is an out­
standing example of this seemingly topsy-turvy state of affairs.

The stamp referred to is, of course, the mint 2/- Captain Cook of 1938, on Multiple Watermark
paper and Perf. 13! x 14 (C. P. Ll3d, S. G. 589b). A glance at the Catalogue will confirm that the
COQKflaw (Row I, no. 4) is, in fact, rated at slightly less than the normal stamp, and assurance is
hereby given that no printer's error is involved:

Furthermore, one might well ask why an ordinary definitive issue which was available over the Post
Office counter for a period of close on three y~s should have rarity status in the first place. Vol. II
of the Handbook tentatively suggests that the events leading up to the outbreak of war in September, 1939

, occupied the minds of collectors and dealers to such an extent that stamps were forgqtten, other than
when required for everyday postal use, of course. Such a theory would certainly account for the
scarcity of mint copies of this stamp which has obtained ever since it was superseded in 1941 by the
Perf. 12! Waterlow issue. But it provides no adequate explanation of the disproportionate number of
examples of the COQKflaw which undoubtedly exist in the 13~ x 14 perf.

There is an alternative theory which seems to fit the facts rather better. The only difference between
the stamp in question and its predecessor was one of perforation, and even that the relatively minor
change from 13 - 14 x 13! to 13! x 14. It is therefore not unreasonable to assume that this alteration
was not accompanied by the usual publicity, and in the event went largely unnoticed. Meanwhile, the
COQK flaw, well known through haVing appeared on all previous 2/- Captain Cook issues, would con­
tinue to be sought after and salted away when foundby collectors, without their realising that it was
now with the new perf.

It may be argued that if this were the case, precisely the same thing should have happened when the
original issue on Registered Watermark paper underwent a similar change of perforation in 1935.
However, it appears likely that on this occasion both perfs. were on issue simultaneously. In any case,
it must be remembered that the Pictorials were then still a comparatively new issue. The natural
demand by dealers and collectors alike would still be in the process of being satisfied, and correspond­
ingly larger numbers of mint stamps would be safely tucked away.

C.P. CATALOGUE COVERS

Recently, a number of customers have written for a second cover to their Catalogue. EVidently they
find the handsome gold-blocked ring-fitting loose leaf binder a useful holder for collection notes,
Catalogue pages relating to an issue of special interest, or cuttings about their favourite subject. It
certainly enables you to keep all your New Zealand material in uniform covers. We are very pleased
to advise collectors that we can supply Catalogue covers - the empty binder without leaves - at .... •

£2 post free.

QUEEN ON HORSEBACK. PLATE BLOCKS

01 Keen followers of the N. Z. philatelic scene will not need any word from us that the 2/6d, 3/-,
~/- and 10/- Queen Elizabeth High Values are handsome, elusive, and destined for a big future.
The four values mint in plate blocks must be good buying at ...•.•..•... . ..•... £29/10/-



114& PUCE
C OMP L E T E SHEETS

Collecton will kDaw tha1 the reeeu printed stamps at this aertea provtde aome of the ftne3t eu.mplea
of r e-ertrtes in modern N. Z. stamps. Complete s beets will give epeclallsta great pleuure In rolne:
over them for the recorded constant marks, re-entr1ee and retouches, and no doubt there 18 al80 much
stl.ll to be d1l:icovered for the keen student .' Our notes regarding r e-entries, refer onl1 to the major
variet ies , and each sheet of cour se Includes other features of interest. TbI . Is IUl out.standI.ll(
opportunity. Complete sheets 8eldom com e on the market.

D2

D3

D4

D5

D6

D7

DO

DIO

~ Lake Matheson. Plate 42725. Four major re -entries. R 5/1, R 6/3 and R 7/8
I SliOWIog dOUbnng of the Kowhai. and R 12/4 show1ns: doubling of the design at

bottom left. The complete mint sheet:of 120 , • •••• •• • .• • •••• . .• . •• . •• • . . . • . • . • 22/8

3d Air Force. Centre plate 42196 showing the tail retouch on R 3/2, and notable
re-entries R 6/ 7 doubUng at ruddeJ:' of the top R. H. plane and R 9/8 doubling of the
underneath of bodies of both plane.. Fl'1UD8 plate 427118 with plate cr ack e on R 2/8
and R 4/ 8 and doubUng of design R 5/8, R 11/1 , R 13/6 and R 14/1.

The complet e mint sheet of 120 . • • • • • • • • • • • •.. • • • • •... •. •. • . .. •. •. 65/ -

lkl Navy. Centre plale showing R 4/3 doublIng of the 88a and sky and R 8/1 "t rai lIng
aerial" Frame plate 42'194 -.nth sl.ll; majo r re-entries and Innumerable examp les of
retouched and reeut unee. One of the most outstanding stamps for study 'tn complete

mint eheet of 120 •• ••• • •• • ••• ••• ••• • .•• ••• . •. • • ••• . .•• •• • •••• •• • . 125/-

Bd "The Home Front." Centre plate 42852 Including R 8/ 1 al l the verticalltnes
iPii'tlcularly iD the tree) are doubled. ·R 8/5 doublIng of Une8 ID the left section and
some ten other minor re-entries• . Frame plale 42853 with doubUng of frame lines on
R 5/8 and R 15/ 1, and of ccurae 8howIng the three different state8 of the frame ,
perhaps the moat Interesting fsature In the stamps of tht8 Whole series.

The complete mi nt 8heet of 120 . • •. • • • • • •.. • •.. • •. • •.. • •. •.. •. ... • 130/-

9d Walho Gor~~l. Frame pla1e 42123 lncluding some twerty re-entered stamps
-.nth dOUbling 13 Cro88 and candle and the vew of the leaves . Too many to
enumerate here, but a great deal of pleasure is to be found in thts value for the
philate1l..et with a good glass. The complete mint sheet of 120 . • •.. • •.. • ••. •. •. • •. • £12/10/-

ad st . George . These sheete were prone to stretching during the printing process,
80 that the frame and centre portiOIUl of the design vary in relation to each other
within one sheet, for Instance, the red tro$8 Is eometimes at the bottom of the
banner and 80metlmes at the top within the same sheet. A sheet of 120 stamps shows
thie clearly and includes of course the printer s ' imprint, guide lInes dote and
markings. COmplete mint •• • •• • ••• ••• • •• • •• • ••• ••• • • ••• • •• • • •. • • • . • •• • . .. . • .120/ -

Id Parliamsnt House. No recorded varieties on thts stamp, but we offer a complete
8heet Of 240 W1th tmpr1l:lt and plate number (plate 11). Split Into two halves down the
mlddle, but complete mint • • •• • • • ••• •• . •• ••• ••• • .• . • • • • . • • • . •• • . • . • •• • .• • •• • •• . • . 30/ -

~~·::·ar;:~~~~~ f=·..v:'~~~.~.k. ~~.~~.~. ~~:. ~~.~ ~~.. 40/­

~;,:.a:~p=~~::a~..~~~.I~~.~. ~~~ .~.~~~..~.l~: .I.~.,~~:.. .. £10



AIR MAIL STAMPS

C.P. S. G. 1931 ~ 34 M U

VI> 548 3d Lake Scene 22/6 15/-
Vlb 548a pe r! 14 x 15 85/ -
V2. 548 4d purple 22/6 15/ -
V2. 550 7d brown orange 25/ - 15/-
V" 551 5d surcharge 12/ - 7/6
V5. 55< 7d FaIth In Austr alta 17/ 6 35 /-

The 3d In the scarce perf was from a late printi ng whi ch was not ready fo r Is sue until aft er the new
design (Bell Block) had appeared. It haa been s tated that OIily 150 to 200 s tamps were sold . It III
readily r ecognised by Its deeper s hade .

C, P.

V6.
V6b
V6,

8.G.

570
571
572

1935

Id two fine s hades
3d
6d

M

2/ ­
15/ -

u
1/­

12 / ­
16/ -

Th iS series is seldom offe red i n shades , but they make an impressive display. The i d Airmail r at e
Is ve ry unusual. It applied to letters flown by Air Travel (N. Z.) Ltd . betw eenHoklt tk a andOkurv., Wes tl and .

COV E RS

D14 a Penn~ Universals. Early machi ne cancellations 1903 - 1906. Vertical lines
(mac Ine type 1), horizontal lines', wavy lines , and " N. Z. PE NNY POSTAGE," a ll
on entire co ver or postcard. 4 it em s . ..••......••..•.. . .• ....•. .• ...... ....•. 25/ -

b) As above. Four other early machi ne cancels, without the ver ti cal li nes , but
Including " N. Z. PENNY POSTAGE" 17(6

c) Penny Unlversals. Various pic tu re postcards (of considerable Interest In
them s el ves) wllh a line selection of the various printlngs and nume rou s dilferent
postmarks. A selection can be submitt ed on approval at . . • . . . . . . . • . • . . . .. . . . . ea ch 2/ _

d) J..d Mt. Cook. Ten all different vlewcards, everyone with a different postmark
19 - 1909 , ilid each bearing id Mt. Cook Issues. Of philatelic in terest, and
attracti ve as pos tcards. Th e t en Ite ms 30 /-

P OT POURR I

Which as usual we hope will Inc lude so mething for everyone

D25 a) Commerce. Plate block of four of each value (both plate I and 2 of the Id )
Six mint blocks of four . . .• . ••. .. . . • .•. .• ..• . • .. . .• .. . .•...• . SO/_

b) Seuthland. C. P. 869 a - S71a, S. G. 752 - 754. 2d Whalers co mbined Imprlnt /
plate blOCkfI 01 eight PI. lA, ID ; also value blocJr..3d. " Farming" co mbined Impr int /
plat e blocks of eight PI. lA, IB and val ue block, Bd Notornis imprint block of eight ,
plate block of four and value block. A fine lot £5 / 15/ -

c) 8d Notornls. Two outstanding s hades , " dark frame" and " light fram e."
F1ne used blocks of four of each . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. .. . 35/ ­

d) 2d,Pania. C. P . S77a, S. G. 768. The cons tant variety on R 2/ 6, " Flaw on N of
Panls" in mi nt marginal block of four .•. . . . .• . •• . . . .• . . •.• . . . . . . .• . .• .. , . , , .. •.... 6(-



1 9 60 PIC TORIALS

781 \d Mamll<a ..... .............. 2d 2d 798 3/ .. Tangariro, sepia- black 50/_ 5/ -
782 Id Karaka • . •• .•• • .• ••• • . • • • • . 2d 2d 7'" As above, multlcolour • . ••. 6/ - 3/6
783 2d Kaka Beak • .• • . .. • . • • .. •• . • 3d 3d CW144 As above, yellow blstre (l at e

As above, pale red s had e . • •• . • 2/6 2/ - printi ng) .............. 6/- 3/ 6
600 5/- Sutherland Falls .• . .. . 10 / - ./-

764 21d Tlioki . •• . .• • . . • . .•• • .• • . . 6d 3d 601 10 / - Tasman Glacier. . . • . . 25/-
As above, very pale gree n s hade 602 £ 1 Pohutu Geys er • ..•. .. .. 50/- 40/ ·

765 3d Kowhai ................... 6d id Slot Machine CoU Issues, Pert. 141 ][ 13766 4d Puarangl ............ ...... 6d 3d
767 5d DaIsy. • . .•• . •• . •• . ••• • .• ••. , / - 4d 782. Id Karaka ....... ........ . 3/ 6 3/6
788 6d Piklarero • • . •. . . • • .• • . . • • . • , / - 3d 785a 3d Kowhai ... ... ..... ... .. 5/ - 5/ -
7666 7d Koromlko • • . • . . . • •• •• . . • . . • 1/6 1/ 6 Chalk Surfaced P ap er Issu es

As above , wmk. inverted . .•• .• 25 / - 25/-
769 8d Rata .• . . • . • • • . . • • .• • . . . • . . 1/ 3 6d 782b Id Karaka ............ ... 3d 3d
790 9d Flag .• . . • . . .• • . • • . •• • . •• . • 1/3 6d 785b 3d Kowhai ..... ..... ..... 6d 6d
791 1/- Timber . . . .. . . . .. ... ... . . 1/ 6 6d 786a 4d Puarang:! . . .. .• .. • .. ... • SO/ -

As above , late printing • • . . • • . . . / 6 . / 6 788a 6d P lki arer o•.. • . . . ... •. . • 2/6 2/6
792 1/ 3 Trout .. • • . • •.. • • . • •. . .• . • 2/ - 9d 798. 2 / - Rock Drawing . . .. ... • 3/ 6 2/ 6

As above, bright blue shade .• • • 2/_ 600. 5/ - Suther land Fal ls . . . .. . I D/- t o / _
As above , ultramarine s hade • . . 20 / - 3/ 6 6010 to / - Tasman Glacie r • .•.. 20/ - 20/-

783 1/6 T1kI • . . • . . •• . •• . . • • . .• • . . 2/ . 9d
79. 1/9 Topdressing, yellow-blstr e. 20 / - 2/6

As above , blstre brown . • •. • • • . 20/- 2/6 Booklets795 As above, multlcolour .. . • . . • •• 3/6 1/ 2
798 2/ - Rock Dr aVl:lng • • •• . . • • . •• • . 3/6 1/- B7 4/ 3 Booklet. stitched. One pane of797 2/8 Butter MakIng .• • .. • •. • • •• . / 6 2/_

6 x i d, two panes of 6 x Id , two panes
In additi on to the shades listed, we can usually 01. 6 x 3d , one pane of ai r mai l labels
Impr int and plate blocks of most val ues. 10 / 6
Write for a selection.

Chambon Peris .

Prices are for mint vertical blocks of atx - the characteristic wid e or narrow " teet h" di splay best t hus .

The comple te set of seven blocks of s tx

5.0.
781Ep
782Ep
783Ep
7115Ep

!d Manuka • • . . • . .•• . ••• . .• •
Id Karaka .. •. • •.. • •. . • . . . • .
2d Kaka Beak . • •.. • • . • • • • • • •
3d Kowhai .• .••. . •. . . .• . .• •

I S/ ­
I S/_
15/ ­
t5 /-

786Ep
788Ep
'l89Ep

4d Pu a.rangl .•. .• . .• . ....• ..
6d Plkta.rero •. ... .•..•. . . . •
8d Rata ••... ...••....• .. . ..

12/ ­
17 / 6
25/ -

£5/10/ -

MORE COVERS

0 24 1940 Centenn1al. A set of eix special co mmemor ative cov er s was is su ed by the
N. Z. Posts ana Telegraphs with illustrations in grey-black (s ee p. lOO Vol. n of
the Handbook). In addition, a publicity card was produced in two shades of blue.
A complete set of sb: cards, and the advertis ing cover, plus a co ver with cachet
" Posted at Top of Certenntal Tower" . All values In the set are represented at
leut once (both 7d and Bd) and every cover haa a special postmark. 8 covers,
IlO\II elusive and seldom seen. A desirable add1t1on to W e set • • • .•• • • • .• • . •• . • . • . . 80 / -

LATEST COMMEMORATIVES

BIBLE Mint or Used • . . • 5d

SUFFRAGE Mint or Used . .• 5d

FORCES Mint or Used • • . . 5/3d

HUMAN RIOHTS Mint or Used •. l /5d




