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N.Z. NOTES AND COMMENT

by Colin Hamilton

Penny Universal Variet y (1). Fifteen different plates were used for the recess-pr inted issues of the
1d Universal - the ' London', First Local 1, 2 and 3, ' Reserve', ' Booklet', Dot " 2 and 3, Waterlow
Trial Wl and W2, Royle Trial Rl and R2 , Roy le a-dot and a -dot .

A large numbe r of re-entr ies have been recorded . Taking all the plates together, the total is
probably well in excess of 150 . Doubling of the design varies from very minor to very major
indeed. As is usual with such variet ies, whereve r do ubl ing is found , the two impressions are very
close toget her, within frac tions of a millimet re , in fact . The re is, however , just one excepti on t o
this otherwise invariab le rule, and a remarkable except ion it is. It occur s on First l ocal Plate 3,
at A7/16, and curiousl y it has to be classed as one of th e lesser known variet ies. Apparentl y it had
not been recorded at all when Vol ume 1 of " The Postage Stamps of New Zealand" was prepared ,
for first mention of it appears in Volu me 2 (on page 309) .

What makes R7/ 16 so remarkable is that th e first imp ression was a full2 Y.. mm too h igh. Althou gh
considerable evidence of the original imp ression remain s in the printed sta mps, it is so far removed
from its counterparts in the second imp ression th at it is not immediate ly apparent th at " doubling"
is present at all. The stamp rath er presents the appearance of having numerous coloured flaws.
This no d oubt acco unts at least partly for its relative anonymi ty. Refer ence to th e acco mpanying
illustration (on page 1) will help greatly in app reciating th is po int . Fo r clarity, we have of course
emphasised t he residua l lines of the first impression. The brok en hor izonta l line, part of wh ich
runs through the ER of UN IVERSAL,rep resents part of th e co lour fo rming the base of the letters
ONE; the ex tra lines of colou r in the sea below the ship are parts of th e letter s NI of UNIVER SAL;
and the lines of colour in the sea below the globe are parts of the A of POSTAGE. Interested
readers are left to work out from this the rest of the puzzle (the lazy way is to take a careful
tracing of the emphasised lines, t hen to realign the tra cing so that t hose identif ied abo ve coi ncide
with these same lines on the re-entered impression).

Penny Universal Variety (2 ). In t he Martin Tombleson collect ion there were two examples of a
striking and very obvious flaw whi ch was completely new to us. Plated t o Row 1, No. 1 on First
Local Plat e 1, we illustr ate it here (below left ).

Mr Tombleson sta tes that it occurred late in the life of the plate, (certai nly th e two examples seen
showed advanced plate wear). Reader s will at once not ice the remarkable similarities bet ween this
flaw, and the wen-known o ne on R9/2 3 of th e 1d Domin ion , Plate 12 (also illust rated here ­
above right). This flaw also occurred lat e in the life of t he plate - it first appeared on the Cowan
paper issues. Despite these similarities t here is, of course, no connection what soever between th e
two varieties. The coincidence does , however, serve to underl ine the o utstanding difference
between flaws of this ty pe in recess and surface printi ng. In the former , such flaws are colo ured ,
in the latter, they are uncoloured .

Readers are advised to keep a spec ial eye open fo r t he " new" variety , on worn copies of G5a.
It's a good one, and almost certainly qu ite a litt le rarity .



MISCELLANY

401 Perforated Full-Face Queens. An attractive set of 10 used, including all values
and changes of colour. Not quite top-grade (the odd heavier postmark, and
one or two minor faults), but well above average condition for these classic
stamps, and lovely fresh colours throughout. The set of Chalon Heads ........ £165.00

402 1898 Pictorial %d. Three beautiful mint pairs of the London Print (E1a), in
the listed shades of purple-brown, purple slate and blackish purple. The last
shade (the scarcest) is very deep and distinctive £19.50

403 First Pictorial9d. Marginal block of 4, pert. 14 (E17d). Trace of hinge in
selvedge, otherwise perfect unhinged. Right-hand pair show a major plate
scratch. S.G. Cat. £22 per stamp as hinged! £75.00

TWO "BULLETIN SPECIALS"!

404 King Edward VII. Complete set of all the basic definitive issues:
Perf.14x15: %d; Perf. 14x14%: 2d, 3d, 4d red-orange, 4d yellow, 5d, 6d,
8d, 1/-; Perf. 14x13%: 3d, 5d, 6d, 8d; Perf. 14 line: 3d,4d red-orange,
5d. Bd, 1/-; 'Pictorial' paper: 8d. The set of 19, all superfine fresh mint.
Cat. C.P. $914.50, S.G. £468. Very scarce, and most attractive at £225.00

405 King George V Two-Perf. Pairs. Set of 16 vertical pairs (1%d, 2d violet.
2d yellow. 2%d, 3d, 4d yellow. 4d violet, 4%d, 5d, 6d, 7%d, 8d, 9d, 1/-, all
on 'Cowan' paper, plus two pairs of the 'Pictorial' paper 1%d, one with wmk,
one no wmk). Complete as listed by S.G., but lacking the extremely rare 4d
(K5j) listed by C.P. Cat. C.P. $1430, S.G. £733. Again just the one set, all
finest mint. To the first order at only.......................................................... £345.00

406(a) 1906 Christchurch Exhibition. Complete mint set of 4. rather heavily hinged, .
but very good condition. A snip for someone. at. the set £97.50

(b) As above. 1d value only. mint unhinged! £19.50

(c) As above. 3d value only. mint lightly hinged, and superfine £35.00

407 1913 Auckland Exhibition. Price has put the 3d and Bd out of reach of some
collectors. For those who do not aspire to owning the full set. we can offer
the %d and 1d only, superfine mint at, the pair £32.50

408 Auckland Exhibition 1d. Superb used copy (with central Exhibition c.d.s.)
showing the R5/24 'Broken Globe' variety (SV6a(a)). Rare! £75.00

409 1935 Silver Jubilee Gd. Want to fill an awkward gap? We have available a
number of mint copies, previously hinged but of the finest quality and
appearance. Each. only £5.75

410 1969 Law Society 1Sc. The rare plate numbers 1221 and 1a2a2a1a. each in
superb unhinged mint corner block of six as listed. The two blocks £100.00



411 1937 Health . Complete set of eight plate blocks, with plate number s 1 and 2
each in four diffe rent positions. Cat . $200, but perf . to nes affect all eight
blocks, hence only .

412 1935 Air Mail Stamps. The complete set I1d, 3d , Bd) in brilliant mint plate
blocks of 4 .

413(a) Victoria Land 1d (RD3a). Superfine mint , very light ly hinged .

(b) As above. Marginal copy, perfect unhinged mint .

(cl As above. Marginal block of 4, also perfect unhinged .

(dl As above. Superb used copy, cancelled (as used should be ) by British
Antarctic Exped ition c.d .s. Very scarce ..

1d UNIVERSALS - SOME LARGE MULTiPlES

A fur ther select ion of supe rb items from the Martin Tombleson collect ion.

£11.50

£52 .50

£30.00

£37.50

£145 .00

£60 .00

414(a) Pirie Paper , Perf . 11 (G2a). A magnificent top left corner block of 42 (7x61.
with fult selvedges, from a sheet printed from plate 3, thus includ ing the
rather minor, but listed , re-entry at R3/1 , and the much more prom inent one
at R6/3, which has complete doubl ing of all th e letters NIVERSAL POSTA.
Stra ngely this re-entry is unrecorded in any of th e usual reference works. A
spectacular featu re of the block is t he co mplete coloured impression of a
large screw-head , some 13mm in diameter, in the left selvedge between rows
5 and 6 (presumably this was a retaining screw countersunk into the plate to
fix it in posit ion for printin g). The large block, of bri lliant co lour, and
pristine mint unhinged. Exhibit ion material £185.00

(bl As above. Another large block of 28 (7x4) , but with bottom left corner
selvedge, and almost certain ly from the same sheet as the previous item. No
re-entries, but the same wonderf ully fine condit ion £115.00

415(al Basted Mills Paper, Perf. 11x14 (G3c). Quarter sheet of 60 (12x5) with fu ll
top right corner selvedge. Again from plate 3 , and showing th e R4/ 19 and
5/24 re-entries . With the exception of Rows 1 to 5 , Nos 19 to 24 , all plate
3 stamps have a characteristic small dot, similar to th e bet ter-known " London
dot" but in a different position - the plate 3 dot is found just above the
projecting leaf on th e left , below the central pearls. This block includes the
ent ire "no do t" group of impressions, altho ugh in some cases the evidence
has been obscured by the usual somewhat variable perforating. Yet again,
quite remarkably fresh and fine (previous hinges confined to selvedge only) £250.00

(bl As above. Matching block of 60, being th e bcttcm-right quarter from th e
same sheet as the above block. Includes the ext raord inary R7/ 16 re-entry
described in this month's N.Z. Notes, plus two othe r good re-entries {R6/14
and 8/2 41. Unfortunately the position of the vert ical perforat ions at the
extreme left leaves no trace of the scratched plate num ber in the bottom
selvedge. Nevert heless, like all of the other items offered here, an outsten-
dingly fine and scarce piece £275 .00



4161a) Cowan Unwmk'd Paper, Perl. 14 IG4a). By no means an easy stamp to find,
this one, in ou r experience. Here offered in top left corner block o f 30
15x6), from plate 2, with two very good re-entries at R1/1 and R6/2. Clear
evidence in the left selvedge o f a retaining screw, similar to th at described in
lot 4 141a) abo ve. Some creas ing and splittingperfs in left selvedge. well cle ar
of stamps, which are superb unh inged thr oughout £225.00

Ibl As above . Bottom left corner block of 20 15x4 ), including the major R8 /4
[pl . 2) re-entr y, with extensive do ubling of the design . Again minor selvedge
faults , stamps superfine £165.00

Ic) As abov e. Top right corner block of 30 (5x6). also from plate 2, wit h the
good R5/ 20 and 6/21 re-entries. Selvedge perfs strengthened at a couple of
points, but a beautifully fresh and fine block, although stamps are rather
off-centre to right £160 .00

Id) As abov e. Fine bottom right corner block of 12 (4x31 fro m plate 1, th us
including the rathe r minor R9/24 re-entry, and the outs ta nd ingly clear
ret ouch at R9/21 - the pearl at the top left corne r is completely and crude ly
redrawn (this is the only known instance of ret ouch ing in any of these earl y
local plat es]. £135.00

417 Dot Plates. Bottom selvedge block of 12 with t he Plate 3 marking (in th e
form of t hree near -vertical dashes) immediately above the selvf,due arrow in
the centre of the block . All Dot -Plate mark ings, especially in complete form,
are of the utmost rarity {at the time of pub lication of G.R. Lee's " Penny
Universal" mon ograph , only one example had been found, despite extensive
searches. At present, however, we have know ledge of one Plate I block, two
from Plate 2, and th ree (including th is one) from Plate 3}. In this block,
incidentally, t he bottom row of stamps has mixed perls - curio~ sl y, at
least two of the other plate blocks we know of also show mixed oerts . The
rare p late block £750.00

418 Waterlow Tria l Plates. Top right corner block of 25 (5x5) , overprinted
Off icial {GOgal. Includes several listed re-entries, as well as show ing the five
type s se-tenant , of course. Attract ive appearance, but condition fair only
(creases and sta ins) hence only £37 .50

KING GEORGE VI (Continued )

A super b list ing mainly th is month covering the "coarse paper" l d issues . Remember all variet ies
are supplied with descriptions where applicab le.

419 (a) 1d Green, coarse VM paper (M2d l. Four lovely green contrast s, each in mint
block of 4 .... .... ... .•........ .... ............... ...... ... ....... ... ... .... ...... ... ..... ........ ...... ... ....

lb ) As above. This t ime five shades, mint singles ..

Ic} As abo ve. The original 'central-bo t tom-selvedge' imprint/plate blocks 18
stamps each}, seven d ifferent plate nos 65 . 70 . 71, 72, 73 , n , 78. Mint .....

£4.50

£1.25

£20.00



(dl As above. The later 'corner' imprint/plate blocks (6 stamps eechl, plate nos
112 - 125, 128. 15 mint blocks, complete except for the very rare plate 126

(el As above. Four different papers, all coarse , from the normal thick to very
thin. Set of 4 mint st amps .

(f) As above. Mint hori zontal strip of 4, with butt join , from slot machine .

(g) As above. Marginal mint block of 6, two stamps having partial off-set of the
green border, on the back . Most attracti ve .

(h) As above. Used copy of the inverted watermark variety (M2dZ) . Extremely
scarce on this paper, one of two shortish perfs, hence .

01 As above. Mint block of 4 with R8/4 variety, and hori zontal pair with R5/7
variety, both from plate 72 .

(j) As above. Mint corner block of 18 , from plate 77 , with R3/6 retouch
(MV2dlj)) - seldom seen in pos itional block .

£25.00

£5.00

[6.00

£7.50

£17 .50

£10.00

£17 .50

(kl As above. Marginal block of 4 , plate 78, R7I1 retouch , mint £7 .50

U) Asabove. Mint marginal block of 4 , also plate 78, R4/16 weak panel variety
- easily seen with the naked eye [ 7.50

(rnl As above. Mint corner block of 12 with Rl /3 and 4/2 variet ies, and horizontal
pair with A7/17 ret ouch IMV2d(k)), both also from plate 78 £12.50

(n) As above . Marginal mint block of 4, plate 85, A9/17 retouch (MV2d(p» ...

(01 As above. Three positional mint variety blocks all from plate 115 includ ing
R1/3, 1/4, 1/5, 1/6; Rl /22, 2/21 , 2/22, 2/23, 2/24; Al0/6 in imprint/plate
block of 12. Superb .

(p) As above. Mint margin al block of 4 , plate 117. Rl0/ 13 variety .

(q ) As abov e. Mint marginal block of 6, plate 119 , A3/17 variety .

(r) As above . Two mint blocks of 24 stamps (together formi ng the top two rows
of a sheet), from plate 120, including R1/3, 1/5, 1/8, 1/ 10, 1/11 , 1/12. 1/ 13,
1/18,1 /19, 1/20 ...................................................•.......................................

(s) As above. Imprint/plate no . 121 in block of 12. including R10/3 and 10/6
variet ies, mint .

(t) As above. Three marginal blocks of 4, all from plate 122, including Rl /1,
1/2; Rl /l1, 1/12; R2/17 . Mint .

(u) As above. Corner block of 12 , also plate 122, includes R1/22, 1/23, 1/24,
2/19, 2/21. Mint .

Ivl As above. Corner block of 16, plate 124, inclUding R2/2, 6/1 and 7/1
varieties. Mint ..... ................................. ...... ..... .............. ....•..•.....•.... .............

£ 12.50

£17.50

£7.50

£7.50

[15.00

£10.00

£15.00

£7 .50

£10.00



Iw) As above. Mint marginal block of 4, plate 125, A7/1 variety .

Ix) As above. Three bottom selvedge mint blocks, also plate 125, show ing th e
plate cracks betwee n A9/9 - l a, Rl0/1 2 - 13, Rl0/19 - 20, Al0/20 - 21 ..

(y) As above. Mint block of 4, plate 128. including Rl /22, 1/23 variet ies .

420(a) ld Green, coarse VM paper , Overprinted Official (M02d ). Three mint shades

(b) As above. Imprint/plate block of 8, pl. no. 43, mint .

(c ) As above. Three used singles, R2/4 plate 65 , A4/1 6 and R7/1 plate 78, all
overpr inted Off icial .

421 (a) ld Green. coarse HM paper (M2e). Mint single .

(b) As above. Used copy .

(c) As above. Brilliant used block of 4 (an inexpensive rarity) .

(d ) As above. Used copy from plate 84, Rl0/20 reto uch ..

(e) As above. Used single plate 85 , R2/22 retouch (MV2d(n» .

If) As above. This is the other Catalogued variet y from plate 85 , R9/17 retouch
(MV2d( p)). Used .

(9) As above. This set of 2 used green shades, is of the much scarce r official
issue (M02e) .

(h) As above. M02e used copy from plate 85 , wit h R9/1 7 retouch. Anothe r
cheap rarity .

422(a) ld on ¥..d Green (M3al . Two superb green shades, each in mint block of 4 ..

Ibl As above. The same two shades, mint singles .

{c) As above. Marginal block of 4, showing the pr inters' attempt to remove the
old green plate number, by two large punched holes .

1970 PICTORIAL LOWER VALUES - THE UNWATERMARKED ISSUES

£.7.50

£15.00

£.7.50

[1 .50

[ 5.00

£10 .00

[ 3.00

[2.75

[15.00

£7.50

£7.50

£7.50

£. 10.00

£12 .50

[4.00

£.1.00

[ 10.00

Although issued as recently as 1973 many of these have been consistent ly elusive in mint condition
for a number of years now. For t he first t ime in years , we have a reasonably comprehensive stock .
Our advice is, fill th ose gaps now.

423(a) le Red Admiral (P2cl. Colourless gum. Mint single 35p. Block of 4 .

(bl As above, but later bluish gum. Mint single 30p. Block of 4 .

4241a) 2c Tussock Butterfly (P3b) . Colourless gum. Mint single 35p. Block of 4 ..

[1.40

[1 .20

[ 1.40



(b) As above, but bluish gum. Mint single 30p. Block of 4 £1.20

425 3c Lichen Moth (PSc). Colourless gum. Mint single 25p. Block of 4 . £1.DO

426(a l 4c Puriri Moth (P6cI. Colourless gum. Mint single 15p. Block of 4 SOp

tb) As above, but bluish gum. Mint single l Op. Block of 4 35p

427 Se Scarlet Parrot Fish (P7b ). Colourless gum. Mint single £1.35.
Block of 4 . £5.25

428(a) Gc Sea Hone (P8b). Colou rless gum. Mint single £1.25. Block of 4 £5.00

tb) As above, but bluish gum. Mint single£1.00. Block of 4 .................•........ £4.00

429

430

7e Leather Jacket (pgb ). Colourless gum. Mint single £1.75 . Block of 4 .•

8c John Dory (Pl1 b). Bluish gum. Mint single £3 .00. Block of 4 .

£6.75

£11.50

431(8) lOc Coat of Arms (P12b). Colour less gum. Mint single 4Op. Block of 4 .. £1 .60

(b) As above , but bluish gum. Mint single 20p . Block of 4 75p

Our February offers "by t he Catalogue Sect ion" proved (not surprisinglyI) to
be very popular, so here are one or two more.

432 Catalogue Section S13t. Commemoratives 1967 Royal Society - 1973 Prances
Hodgkins Paintings. 28 sets (71 sta mps), complete unhinged mint. Cat. C.P.
$11 9+, S.G. £68 .50+ , ,........ £21 .50

433 Cata logue Section SS. Scenic Stamps 1972 Alpine Plants - 1983 Beautif ul
N.Z. 12 sets (48 sta mps), com plete unhinged mint. Cat. C.P. $89.50+,
S.G. £49.50 £19.50

RECENT ISSUES

1985 Vintage Transport (Trams/cab le cars). 24c , 30c, 35c , 40c, 45c, 58c ­
issued 6.3 ,85
Mint set of 6 stamps .
Complete set of 6 imprint/pla te blocks (six stamps each block) ..
Official Illustr ated First Day Cover (Wanganui pmk) , ,..

1984 Military History Miniature Sheet, finest used - we hasten to point out not
cancelled to order , they have been genuinely used .

$2.64 Booklets, includ ing 10 x 24c Map stamps pert. 14Y.x14 (to be listed as W17d)
with RH and LH selvedges
Pair of Book lets, perfs, as they come ..
Pair of Booklets, superb perfs ..

£1.78
£12.50

£1.88

£2.75

£4.50
£6J)()




