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N. Z. NOTES AND COMMENT
by Coli n Hamilton

Althou gh I have not been able to put a fin ger on the actual r ecord, some mention was , I believe, made
a few years ago to the existence of stamps purporting to be the Q. E. prov talonal 2d on l !d " er ror " ,
I. e. C. P. N4la, S. G. 763b, but havi ng the surcharge for ged.

I personally had s een genuine copies only, until recently, when not one , but three examples turned up in
one collection which we acquired, each one havi ng a form of surcharge which was obviously "wr ong".

In point of fact, the overall dimensions of the for gery are for all practi cal purposes the same as the
genuine , and the black "blob" which obliterates the original

_. value measures very close to the 4t mm. diameter of the normal.
The giveaway , however, lies In the shape of the Individual
characte r s of the value. This has bee n printed In a different
type-face from the genuine, both the '2' and the 'd' being much
rounder tha n the normal. (See illustrations ),

All three copies seen were used, and while this does not preclude the existence of unused, It s eems to me
more likely that the surcharge was added after the stamps had done posta l duty as or dinary "s mall figure"
l id's. - -

Although It Is a crude copy of the genuine, and as such not likely to fool anyone with even a modicum of
experience, this - like all for geries - Is highly dan gerous to the unsuspecting, and to the Ignorant. (As
a matter of gener al interest, It Is not an automatic r eaction to consign such 'weeds ' to the wastepaper
basket. They are useful as reference copies, for Instance, and in such cases our polic y Is to mark them
Indelibly for what they are, so that they cannot again be mistaken. )

Fortunately, New Zealand stamps of this ce ntury have received relati vely litt le att ention from pr ac titioners
of the dubious art of forgery, and the related (and equally dubious ) skill of " stamp doctoring". Among the
stamps issued In the las t 70 years or so, the only malicious tampering which comes readily to mind, apart
from the instance described above, is the illicit "Auckland Exhib ition" overprint which has bee n
mentioned previously In the columns of the Bulletin, and the forging of some rarer perfor ation varieties,
notably among the ld Universals.

The Full- Face Queen issues had their quota of forgeries (almost Invariably very poor Imitations) , and of
repairs (many of these - closed tears , grafted-on margins , comp lete or partial re-backing, dr awn-In
frame lines, forged perforations - being fiendishly cleverly done). Regr ett ably, too many of these
"black sheep" still circulate today, with the defects going for the most part unnoticed. A revealing
comment on the misdirected skills of the perpetrators, but even more so on the carelessness and
ignorance which is abr oad today.

It Is the existence of these traits which opens up another large area of even gr eater danger to the to
averae:e collector. Misldentlfication of stamps is disturbingly widespr ead at the present time, and



upert commltteell or eenectcre - III much leslI at fault than any other. From recent pe rsonal
uperience, 1 know of Innumerable instances of wrongly identified stamps emanating from all of tneee
IJOUI"cell.

Human nature being wnat It Is , the overwhelming ma jority of cases are "geese identifi ed as s wans" and
sooner or late r , of cours e , the Inevitable outcome Is d1s111usionmenl and disappointment for so meone ,
It may be of Interest , and serve a use ful purpose, to cite a few actual instances:
1. An ordlnary mint copy of the common 1960 P tctorial 4d (C. p , 06a, S. G. 786) identified as

the rare chalky paper variety (06b, 786a). Complete wlt h a certificate from a very well
known source.

2. 3d Hulas of the FIrst Pictorials with double perf 11 (a relatively com mon variety)
Identified as the rare variety mixed perfe. Again with a certillcate from another, equally
well known source. - -

3, Id Universal Booklet Plate stamps (wlth perforations trimmed off) Identlfied as Imperf Trial
Slot Machine teeuee. T hese turn up with monot onous regularity.

4. Common Id Dominion "Lithographed Watermark" stamps Identified as the rare "colour les s
watermark" variety. This Is another all-too-frequent occurr ence.

Occasionally -~ occasional ly - the mtsldentificatlon may be the other way, and an as to nishing
examp le of thill came to my notice just the other day. A co llector friend showed me a copy of a 2d
Full~Face Queen he had purchased as S. G. 38, that la to aay a Davles Print (and here I quote from
stanley Gibbons ' catalogue) " 2d pale blue (wor n)" . He had paid about 80% of the catalogue price , and
bls primary concer n was whether he had paid too much. In fact the stamp was a very nice fresh copy,
wlth good to large: margins, a neat clear cancellation, and no hidde n defects , so the s hort answer to hls
doubt would. have been no, 80% of catalogue would be a perfectly acceptable price, indeed at present day
values a bargain. However , everything about the stamp - shade, fine full print completely Without
evidence of plate wear, blue "b leeding" out from the frame lines Into the margins , blueing on the back ­
everything IncUcat ed that It was not S. G. 38 (nor 39, 37 or 36: ), but S, G, 2, a London Print, and a
remarkably fine copy too.

Not unnaturally, my friend was delighted, but to my mind how much more satisfying the tale would have
been had he known whether or not he was making a good purchase at the time. I do not , however, tell
this story against him. After all, he knows , and admits, that his knowledge of Chal on Heads Is
virtually niL On the other hand, 1 am quite certain that he has learned something useful from this episode.

WhIch brings us to the main points I want to make, These are not new, but the y are worth repeati ng over
a nd over aga in.

I , Knowledge Is a vital importance in phnately.

2. Whtle accumulating that knowledge , purchase from (or sell to ) absolutely reliable sources
only, I use the word ' r el1able ' advi sedly. 'Reputab le ' Is perhaps an adjective more frequent ly
used in this connection, but It seems to me that in spectaueed fields , whether philately or
any other, ' r e llabtll ty' Implies all the qualities required. 'Repute' does not nec es sarily do so,

COMMEMORATIVE COLLECTIONS

A ver itable feast of offers, mainly of Single-Issue collectio ns which are all-too-seldom availab le.
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1920 VIctory. A mint shade collection of 19 stamps, with i d(3), Id(4 ), tid(2),
2d on ~d(3J , 3d(2), 6<1(2) and 1/ · (3). Condition varies from good to superb -
al l 19 are of first-class appearance. Fine r epr es entati on of a scarce set •. • • • .£13. 50

~~bfock~.I~ .~~~.~. ~ .~~ .~.~.~.e.~ ~. ~.u.e. ~.~e. ~~~~~~.~~~~~ .~.r:. £ 1. 40
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1925 Dunedln Exhibition. Set in mint singles with, additionally, constant
varieties on the I d (block of 4, sUght age s tains on back), Id (pair, also sUght
age marks on back only)~ and the well-known POSTAGF variety on RIO/l of the
4d, In pair with nor mal. Fine mint, except where otherwise indicated. 11
stamps.• • .. • . . •• •• . •• .. . ••• . • ••. . . • • . .• • . . .• •• .•. • • ••.• • . • • ••• ••• • • • . • • £13 . 50

1936 ANZAC 21s t Anniversary. The set In.blocks of 4, plus plate blocks
llhowlng the plate number I in three dllferent pos itions on the !d, and In all
four existing positions on the Id. Nine blocks of 4, all mint. . .. . . .. . . • • . . • • . £ 3.25

1936 Chambers of Commerce. Set of six plate blocks of 4, being one each of
plate I in an flve values, and. an additional block of the Id with plate no. 2 (the
Id was the only value for which two plates were used, of course.). The slJ:
pla te blocks, scarce a.s a set.. . . .. . • . . . . • . . .•• . •• .• • • .• • . . . • • •• • •• • • • •. .. £ 4. 25

As above. Id value only - three blocks, s howing plate no. I tn two different
pos itions, and plate no. 2 in one pos it ion . . • • . . • •. .. • • .. • • ... • . ... • • •.. .. •

1940 Centennial. Super b collection comprising the com plete set of 14 values
in mint s ingles, and. no less than 99 (yes , 99:) diff erent plate num bers, all in
mint blocks of 4 except: (1) the rare 2d plate AB, of which only two or three
examples are believed to exist, and present here in a plate no. pair, and (2)
the 1/ _, which is in a horizontal strip of 4. Plate numbers are tn fact
com plet e but for flve (I d AI, J 3; lid B2; 2d A7; 3d AI ). In addition there are
two extn blocks of the 9d plate BI showing different states of the r etouched ' I ' .
In one of these there appears to have been r etouching to the actual sheet,
s imllar to the " Fi nge r flaw " on the 1963 3d + Id Heal th stamp. Finally there are
two positlonal blocks with the RI /I r e-entry on both the l!d and the lOll on lid
s urcharge. A magnificent oppor tunity for someon e , at a mere fraction of
Catalogue price. Unr epeatable . . • • • •• • • • • • • • • . • • . . • • • .• . • • . . • • • • . . , . .. . . £65.00

1940 Ce ntennial Offic ials. An even more comprehensive collection of plate
numbers thiil the previous lot , this one being absolutely complete - all in biocks
of 4 except the 1/ - (t n atrtp of 4). The 36 piate number pieces, mint. A real
bargain at . . . • •. . • • •.. . • •. . • • .. • •... • • • • • . .. • • . •. . • •. • • •.. • • . . . • • . . • • . . • £ 16.50

As above. . The well-known " JoIned ff" variety on the i d, Id, 2d, 2!d, 3d, 4d,
6d , ana Bd, each In mint pair with normal (except the 2!d, which is in strip of
3). This variety was the reault not of a chance flaw, but of the unintentional
tnclus ion In the forme of one of the stereotypes used for overprinting the Second
Pictorial "offici al s". The complete variety set . . • • • • • • • • • • •• • . • • • • • . • • • . . • £18. 00

As above . Other overprint varieties exist, perhaps 188s famUiar , but equally
conspicuous. One (on Ra/12 of some values) shows as a cl ear break In the top of
the 'c' of 'Offici al ' , with the following ' 1' tapering to a point at the foot. Another
(on R2/ 1) takes the form of a prominent break in th e top of the first ' i' of
' OfneW' . We here offer exam ples of both of these varieties on the i d, l id, 3d,
4d, 6d and 9d, each in marginal mint pair with oor mal. The 12 variety pairs,
rarely s een • .• • • • •• • • • • • • • •• • •• • . • • • •• . • • • • • • •• • •• • • • • •• • • .•• • • • •• • •• • • £17.50

The above four lots would to ether make a reall outstand t s eclalised collection of this
Issue. To an one or erl our ots I. e. and a-c we can offer co ection
complete as ascribed at the extra-spec p ce of £ l OO. 00

108 1946 Peace. Magnificent collection of this philatellcally fascinating Issue,
replete with varieti es. Many re-entries are present, tncludtng some in large
blocka of the beautiful 9d va lue. other varieties include the r are " Blurr ed
centre" on the 4d (thi s copy itself shows a r e- entry: ), and plate and imprint
blocks are complete. 371 stamps, pleasIngly mounted on 22 album leaves , all
fully annotated. Our best advi ce Is - hurry If you want this lot: • • • • • • • . . • • • • £35 .00

1955 Slam! Centennial. Plate/ Imprint blocks complete in all values. Of the
2d plate I lA there are two blocks (one of 4 stamps, one of 8), soowing
excellent shades of the sepia , and the larger block includes a minor plate flaw .
A s et of singles completes the lot of 53 stamps, all mint • • • • • • • . • • •• • • • • • . • • £ 3. 50
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1957 Lamb. An all-variety collection with, in the 4d, a single with wmk
inverte<t and four plate varieties in blocks of 8, 4 and a pair; and in the Bd,
four varieties in blocks of 6, 4 and a pair. All mint (27) , £ 6.00

1958 Kingsford Smith. Plate/imprint blocks (plate nos 1 and 2), and sheet
value marking, all of these in blocks of 4 stamps, with additional blocks of 9,
10 and a single, all including constant plate varieties. An interesting display
of a popular stamp ...•.•.•..••.. ......•......•••.....•....••..•...•...•..£ 4.00

1959 Marlborough Centennial. Another "varieties only" lot. The highlight is
an outstanding block of 18 of the 3d (being the bottom three rows of a sheet
complete with all selvedges and plate no. 1 no dot), with an extra strike of the
comb perforating head reaching fully six holes up into the gutters between the
bottom row of stamps. According to Volume 4 of 'The Postage Stamps of New
Zealand", the doubling of perforations on this value affected only one, two or
three holes. In addition there is a block showing lesser doubling of perfs, and
there are constant plate varieties on the 2d(4), 3d(2) and 8d(1). The variety
collection of 58 stamps, mint.................. . ... ......... .... . ........ £11. 50

1959 Red Cross Major Rarity. A prominent flaw was noticed on R13/6 very
soon after printing commenced. This flaw was promptly removed, and the plate
retouched. At first the retouch was quite prominent (although finely executed),
hut as printing progressed, plate wear caused the evidence of retouching to become
less definite. Examples of the three states are here offered, the rare flaw and
the later state of the retouch being in positional blocks of 6, and the earlier state
of the retouch in a block of four with selvedge. In addition, all three blocks
show the constant touch-up on R13/5, and two the R11/6 "Retouch to Falkland
Islands". A remarkable demonstration of true philatelic history .. .... ..... £40 .00

Red Cross Varieties. Five blocks (one of 8 stamps, two of 6 and two of 4)
showing the constant varieties on RI/I, 7/5, 11/6, 13/5, 13/6 (retouch),
15/5 and 18/6 - all of these are listed and described in Volume 4. Also
included is a block of 6 with left selvedge with an excellent example of "partial
double perfs horizontally" . The six blocks, mint .. • .. . . .. ... . ... . . . . . . •. .. . £ 6.75

1962 Telegraph Centenary. A most unusual and fascinating lot. The Bd is
straight forwardly but comprehensively represented by imprint, plate, sheet
value and colour code blocks. Of the 3d, on the other hand, there are specialist
items galore, including many plate varieties (all fully annotated), a block
showing an interesting perf variety, a vertical strip of 7 (severed) ahowtng a
remarkable variation in the brown colour from deep chocolate to pale and back to
deep again, and finally another vertical strip (of 4), two stamps having the brown
colour partially omitted, giving two states of the spectacular "Ghostl y hand"
variety. The delightful, and highly desirable, collection of 67 stamps, all mint £35 .00

1963 Railways Centenary 3d. Mint corner block of 4 with a stupendous misplace-
ment of the perforations both vertically and horizontally (5mm too high and 5mm
to the right). It is said that only half of one sheet was sold, and the remainder
withdrawn. The striking block . . . • • • . • • • • . • . • . . • • • • . • . • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . £ 7. 50

1965 ANZAC 50th Anniversary. Yet another superb collection, full of
exciting and seldom-seen varieties. To mention but two - a plate block of 20
of the 4d with spectacular double perfs affecting the bottom row (the block also
includes the constant varieties on R6/2 and R9/4); secondly a magnificent
block of 12 (6 x 2) of the 5d, all six stamps in the upper row showing "Red colour
partly omitted". In all there are 114 stamps, all mint .....•.. ...... ....... £55 .00

1965 I. C. Y. Shades in blocks of 4, single with wmk inverted (scarce), imprint
block, and the R4/1 " Knot" flaw in positional block of 8. Also a complete sheet
of 120, broken into quarters for convenient mounting - this sheet contains neither
the R4/1 flaw nor the one on R7/6, which fact does not tally with the late John
Robinson's findings at the time this stamp was current. The collection. £ 7.50
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1965 Commo nweal th Parllamentarv Conference. All the good ones are present
In this lot - the 2/- plate block (In fact plate blocks are complet e for all val ues),
the RIO/IO Harbour r etouc h In pair with normal, the 9d RH /8 flaw in block of
4, and a s ingle showing the " Mis s ing flagstaffs". 23 stamps, mint • • .• • •• • •• • £18 .50

1967 P . 0. S. B. Pla te numbers complete, imprint blocks , shades and four plate
varieties are included In th is fine lot of 58 stamps, all mint . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . £3. 00

1967 Royal Society. A very fi ne lot of varieties , among them the 4c R7/10 flaw
In two states, in positional blocks of 4 (th ese form an out stand ing pair of blocks).
Als o imp r int blocks, and plate numbers are complete, including a strip of three
of the 4c with the ver y rare " Five num ber" plate IA IAIAIA2A (black plate
numbers lA and 2A both appe ar In thi s combinatio n). A total of 90 stamps ,
mint•.• • •• • • • . • ••• ::::-.. ... ... . .... . •• .••• • •••. • ••• • • .• • .• • .• • • . •••• • •• £37. 50

1968 Maorl Bible 3c. Mint si ngles (2), one , with selvedge, having the sc arce
variety watermark Inverted. Also included are a complete set of three imp r lnt/
plate blocks of 6, and a pcetttonal block of 10 with the constant " loop on N of
LAND" variety. The atl-mtnt co llection. . .. . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ... . £8.25

As above. An imprint/plate block of 6 (plate 2A x 5) wit h wat ermark inverted.
A rare block, being one of only three such plate blockS r ecorded. Immaculat e
mint. . . . . . . . . •• •• • • .• • . ••. . .•• ..• • . . • .• • • • .• •• .•• • . . ••.. . ••.• • .•• • • •• . £55.00

122 1968 Armed Services. The complete set of three values In singles and plate/
impr int blocks of 6. In addition there are cor ner blocks of 4 of the 4c and 2&
with watermark inverted. 29 s tamps , all mint . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . £12.50

123 1968 Suffrage 3c l I.H. R, 1(1(0 /1969 I. lo. 0. 7c, Three Is suell in one
collection, each represenled by singles and impr int/plate blocks . 25 mint• • , £ l , 35
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124 1969 Law Society. A s uperb, comprehensive lot , Including no lells than six
striking llhad es of the 3c, and three of the 18c, all In blocks of 4, plus an
attractive variety block of 6 of th e IOc. Representation of plats/imprlnt block s
is abElolutely complete, Includ the rare t 8c late nos 1221 and la 2a 2a la.
Neat ly mounted on 8 album eaves th e p te s are a ll housed In Hawl strtps )
126 s tamps, mint. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . .. . . • • •• • £4 0. 00

125 1969 OtagoUnive r Sity Ce ntenary. Imprint /plate blocks complete (4), shade
pairs of both the 3c and I Oc, and a 3c sheet value block which Includes the nice
" Extra chimney" variety on R2/ 9. The collec tio n of 38 mint . .. . •• ••• . • • . • • £ 2,50

126 1969 Bay of Is la nds . Plate/Imprint blocks of both values, and the catalogued
flaw on R4 / 3 of the 4c in block of 8. The three blocks, mint• • , • • •• • , . . . . . £ 3. 25

127 1969 Capt. Cook Bicentenary. Another magnificenUy thorough lot. Imprlnt /
P late blocks are complete, as are all the catalogued plate varieties, In blocks
as listed. Striki ng examples of " widely misplaced embossing" are pr esent in
blocks of 4 of the Bc and 18c , and there are additional variety blocks of the
6c (I) and the 2& (3). Finally mere are four distinct types of the miniature
s heet , one of which has the "Tarape x" cachet. All mounted in Hawld strips OD
8 album leaves , a nd full annotated. 74 s tam ps and 4 miniature sheets ••• • • • • • £25.00

128 1969 CORS0{1 970 Cardigan Bay. Mint s ingl es and Imprint /plate blocks (of
8 stamps In eac h of the CORSO va fues, and of 10 in the Cardigan Bay ).
29 stamps . . • • • . • •• . • • • • • • • . . •• . . .• • .•• , •• ••• • • , • • ••• •••• •• . •• • •• . .• •• •• £ 3. 50

129 19'10 Expo. As In all the Japanese-printed Issues of N. Z• • varieties are
notable by their absence, 80 this co ll ec tion of si ngles, sheet value blocks and
plate / imp rint blocks represents comple tion . •• • • • • • • • • •• • • • • . •• • • • • • • • • • . • £ 2.80

130 1970 U. N. 25th Anniversary. Three large posltional blocks showing consta nt
varieties on the 3c are the feature here. Also Included are Imprint/plate
blocks complet e (two diHerent in each value ). The collection of 5 blocks, mint. £ 2. 50



131 1970 Chatham Islands. Mint singles, sheet value blocks and plate/i~print
blocks. 18 stamps • . • • • • •• • • • • • . . . • • . • • • • •• . • • • . . . • • . • . • • . • • • • . . . • • . . •• • 35p

132 1971 Commemoratives. A thorough-going collection of the whole year's
commemorative issues, comprising CWI/Rotary sheet value blocks and plate/
imprint blocks; One Ton Cup imprint/plate blocks complete, also the 5c R7/6
"Tor n San" variety in posltional block of 10; City Centenaries and Antarctic
Treaty/UNICEF sets complete in imprint/plate blocks ; Satelltte Earth Station
set of four blocks showing sheet values and imprint/plate numbers; similar
coverage of the beautiful Rose Convention set; and finally the Lord Rutherford
issue with imprint/plate number blocks complete, and an additional block of the
3c showing the constant R3/3 variety. The most impressive collection of 166 stamps
all in mint blocks of 4 or more stamps. All this for . .. £8.00

U3 1972 Vintage Cars. Allllix va lues of the colourful, and extremely attractive
"Old Crocks" set, each represented by two different imprint/plate blocks of
8, with additional interesting variety blocks of the 3c, 4c, 5c, 8c( and IOc.
No less than 139 stamps mint. . . . . . . • • . . • • . . . • . . . • • . . . • • . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . £ 9. 00

RARITIES ANCIENT AND MODERN

134 First Pictorial 3d Huias "Official" . 135
Very fine used copy of the excessively
rare mixed perfs variety (originally
perf 14 all round, re-perfed U at top).
This is one of the only two copies
known to exist, and has the Greymouth
squared circle cancellation dated 27th
April, 1908. (The other known copy
also has the Greymouth postmark,
identically dated, and is almost
certainly from the same sheet). The
great rarity, in unusually fine used
condition for stamps of this period•... £37.50

1960 Pictorial 4d Puarangi. An
astonishing block of 9 from the top
right corner of a sheet (With sheet
value marking). The top two rows
(6 stamps) have the plum colour
completely omitted, while the bottom
row shows "plum partly omitted" ­
the point at which the pressure has
lifted shows very clearly. The block
is commerciall used, still on ori
pie ce . e feel quite confident n s
that this Is an absolutely unique item.
An exhibition piece • .••.•.••••.. £125.00

FULL-FACE QUEEN MULTIPLES

136 2d Richardson White Paper. A very fine strip of 3 in deep ultramarine (5. G. 8a).
Stamps in this shade are rare in any form. In multiples they are extremely
rare. 10 multiples of this quality - well: Good even margins all round, fresh
colour, neatly cancelled by two strikes of ' 10' in barred oval. The shade Is
unconditionally guaranteed, of course. The rare strip of 3 •••• . • • . . • • • • • • £200. 00

137 2d Daues Print (5. G.36). Lovely block of 4 In full blue shade, tied to large
piece of original cover by-one of two strikes of ' U ' in barred oval. In addition
there Is a fine clear strike of the unframed Wellington c. d. s. dated QC U 1862
(well clear of stamps). One stamp In the block Is cut Into at foot, and another
has a corner minutely cut off, otherwise margins vary from close to large. A
beautiful and rare piece....................... .•••.••••••••••••.••••.. £90.00

138 6d Davies Print. Superb fresh E!!:In black-brown (5. G. 41). Cut close but
clear at right, otnerwtse good to huge margins. Br1lllant clarity of print. A
pair to enhance any collection . • • . • . . • . . . • . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . • • . . •. £30.00


