
The study of New Zealand postal stationery is dominated by the works of the late Robert Samuel.  His 
study of postal stationery resulted in the production of the catalogues and number system that bear his 
name, and which are still used by collectors to this day.  

Laterally, just before his death, he worked on Volume IX of The Postage Stamps of New Zealand (2006).  

While these works provide a superb foundation for the study of New Zealand’s postal stationery it has 
become evident that there are still gaps in our knowledge that the author would like to try and fill. 
These include:

• The earliest known use;
• The use of pre-1890 cards to destinations outside of New Zealand;
• Surviving numbers of some of the rarer cards. 

The Queen Victoria Postal Stationery 
Postcards – by Johnny Barkley

25 October 2025



Believed to be the only known essay, printed in black and with a different font for ‘NEW ZEALAND’.
(Courtesy Steve Schumann)

1876 – 1d Red-brown Postcard



The earliest recorded postcards, sent by the 
Postmaster General, 20th October 1876.



On Page 2 of Volume IX, it states:

“These cards were sent as specimens, possibly to postmasters, newspaper offices, or distinguished 
persons, prior to the first day of issue”

A search of Papers Past means we can partially quantify this statement to:

The cards were sent as specimens to newspaper offices. And possibly to postmasters and distinguished 
persons.  In some cases members of the public were invited to view the postcards.

Wanganui Herald, Volume X, Issue 2949, 28 October 1876, Page 2



Nelson Evening Mail, Volume XI, Issue 233, 30 October 1876, Page 2

North Otago Times, Volume XXV, Issue 1418, 28 October 1876, Page 2

Note the feeling that the postcard rate should have been ½d, 
something that is echoed in some of the other newspaper pieces.



Westport Times, Volume X, Issue 1428, 31 October 1876, Page 2

There is a reference in Volume IX (pg 2) to the cards being sold in packs, with the only surviving wrapper being for 50 
cards.  The above reference makes it clear that they were being sold in packs of 6.



1876 postcard printed in Blue – John Hepworth Collection

An Enigma?



West Coast Times, Issue 2362, 23 October 1876, Page 2

This piece in the West Coast Times is actually very important with a line from the Post Office Act Amendment Bill.

There doesn’t seem to have been any previous reference to “experimental” printings in difference colours, this would 
suggest the one in the Hepworth collection is the only know example.  Have the other survived? 

The Answer?



Issued 1st November 1876.  This is the both, the earliest used card recorded and 
the earliest Privately Printed postcard that I can find.

What is the earliest use of the card?



Auckland Star, Volume VII, Issue 2100, 1 November 1876, Page 2

At the very least there were First Day of use cards – have any 
survived?

If not The Post Master reported that over 92,000 cards were sold in 
the first 2 months. An 1876 use should still exist, somewhere.



1881 - 1886 – 1d Red-brown Postcards



Year Samuel Earliest Notes

1876 AA.1a 13 January 1877

But FDI?

Issued 1st November 1876

1881 AA.2a 1881 Issued 1881

1885 AA.3a 24th October 1885 Volume IX

1886 AA.4a ? Recorded as 1 July 1886 in Volume I

1886 AA.5a 26 September 1886 1886 (?)

Can we improve on the earliest dates of use for all of the 1d red-brown postcards?



1881 - 1886 – 1d Red-brown Postcards

Use outside of New Zealand?

Grey River Argus, Volume XXI, Issue 2567, 1 November 1876, Page 2

The postcards were not postally valid for transmission outside of New Zealand, with 
the exception of Victoria and South Australia – where a single penny could be added 
to the card.

This meant that if cards were sent outside of New Zealand they were required to be 
sent at the full 6d letter rate.

Alan Jackson (1984) also includes Tasmania in the list of Australian States – is this 
correct and where did this come from?



Postcard sent from Nelson to Belfast, (Northern) Ireland in July 1890.

The sender assumed that the 1d postcard counted towards the postage and so they added 5d to make the card up 
to the 6d letter rate.  Unfortunately, this wasn’t the case and so the postcard was deemed to be 1d underpaid and 
so incurred a postage due charge of 1d postage due and 6d fine (i.e. one standard rate), so the receiver had to pay 
7d to receive the card. 

On the 1st November 1890 the rate was changed and the postcard rate to the UK became 2d – the card would have 
been accepted with a single 1d stamp added.



Postcard sent from Blenheim to London in June 1891 – at the new 2d postcard rate to the UK.

It would be interesting to try and establish how many of the 1d red-brown postcards (any printing) were sent outside of 
New Zealand during this period.  Where they were sent to, and the rate that was paid.  This seems to be an important 
postal history aspect to the cards that has been little studied.

Does anybody have cards correctly used to Australia during the period?



Postcard sent within Geelong, Victoria, Australia.

Unusual postcard used at Geelong, Victoria, Australia – the use appears to be commercial rather than philatelic.

Are there any other examples of unusual usages?



1886 – 1d Red-brown Postcard – With Capital Letters

In 1886 a version of the postcard with scroll border was issued but using the forme used for 
printing the Reply Cards.  This left the wording with larger capital letters.  These cards are rare. 



Volume IX states only 14 or 15 examples are known, of which 1 is mint / unused.

The table below records the 13 examples that I have recorded, plus the mint example makes 14.

Are there others?

Date of Use Sent from Provenance

26 September 1886 Waipukuraru Samuel Catalogue – Earliest known date

11 October 1886 Wanganui Schumann Collection

22 October 1886 Christchurch Ex. Jackson Collection / Philips 1994 Lot 552

23 December 1886 Christchurch Barkley Collection (Figure 2)

28 December 1886 Christchurch Classic Stamps #38 Lot 1035

8 February 1887 Hokitika Schumann Collection

26 April 1887 Ex. Samuel / Illustrated 

Kaiapoi Mentioned in Samuel 1988 as place of use

Rangiora Mentioned in Samuel 1988 as place of use

Reefton Mentioned in Samuel 1988 as place of use

7 December 1887 Katikati Ex. Jackson Collection / Philips 1994 Lot 553 / ex. John 

Sussex / Grosvenor May 2011 Lot 2393

26 December 1887 Katikati Mentioned in Samuel 1988 catalogue as latest date

11 December 1894 Rakaia ACS – April 2025



1890 – 1d Blue Postcard

Volume IX provides an earliest use date of May 1890. 
From my own collection is a card printed for Canterbury Jockey Club and dated 6 May 1890.  
Given the time required to supply the cards to the printer and have the message printed and 
returned to the club, it would suggest the possibility of the 1d blue being issued on 1st May 1890, if 
not earlier.  Can others provide an earlier date?



1890 – 1d Blue Postcard – on Buff Card

It is recorded that some cards were printed on deep buff stock, though the author would classify 
some of these as more akin to a brown to deep grey buff.  Regardless, these cards are rare.  
As previous, it would be good to be able to quantify the number that exist, and whether they are 
mint or used, where they were used at, and the date.



1899 – 1d Blue Postcard – on Yellow Card

One of the scarcer cards used for the 1d blue is a yellowish mottled stock.  The Samuel catalogue 
(1988) states only 1 mint and 1 used card known.  By the publication of Volume IX of the RPSNZ 
handbook this has been changed to “Late printings (1899) were on a yellowish mottled card with 
shiny surface, of identical quality to the card used for the 1899 scenic postcards, in green”. 



The research has shown that this card is not as rare as previously believed or recorded, in fact the majority of private 
printed or used cards post-1898 seem to be printed on this yellowish card (the author alone has accumulated 9 mint 
and 6 used cards).  The earliest used example recorded, currently, is the 2nd February 1899.  

This may suggest printings took place late 1898, very early 1899, is there an earlier use of this variety?

Does this also mean that rather than the 1d blue being printed on the card for the 1d Green Scenic views, this was just 
the then current card stock, as it seems to have been in use for nearly a year before the 1d Green was issued?



1901 – The 1d Brown Postcard

In Volume IX of the RPSNZ handbook it is suggested that this card was issued on 1st January 1901 to coincide with 
Universal Penny Postage.  Volume I records the issue date as being September 1901, though Samuel (2006) indicates 
that it had to have been issued prior to this, and postulated that a 1st January 1901 card may, in theory, exist.  

The card shown is used on the 14th January 1901.  Are there any other January date cards, anything earlier than the 
14th January 1901, and does anyone know of a first day of issue use?

In Volume IX it is also speculated that the Post Office still held stocks of the Boer War postcards and that is why so few 
1d Brown cards are known used in 1901. However, the message on the reverse would suggest otherwise.



1886 – Reply Card

Issued in 1886 the first of the Queen Victoria 
Reply Cards comprised two sections the upper 
postcard inscribed ‘(with Reply Card)’ and the 
lower postcard inscribed ‘(Reply Card)’.  



(Paul Wreglesworth Collection)

Two used ‘REPLY CARD’ sections



Date of Use Sent from Provenance

11 April 1892 Australia Ex Samuel / Classic Stamps #38 Lot 1319 / Volume IX

5 February 1894 Ex Samuel / Classic Stamps #38 Lot 1321

April 1894 Germany Schumann Collection

September 1896 Palmerston South Barkley Collection

October 1896 Waitekauri 

Junction Gold 

Mining Co.

Wreglesworth Collection

In Part 1 of the Samuel catalogue (1988) the two individual sections of the card are priced the same having been used.  
From this it would be expected that the two are equally available.  This is not the case.  

Whilst used examples, in particular philatelically used, of the upper (with Reply Card) postcard can be found, the lower 
(Reply Card) postcard appears to be particularly rare.  

So rare that between myself and Paul Wreglesworth we can only account for five used examples.  

It would be pertinent to try and establish how many used examples of the (Reply Card) postcard exist.



1901 – Reply Card

Issued in 1901 the second of the Queen Victoria Reply Cards 
coincided with the release of the 1d brown postcard.  

The use of this reply card seems to have been even more limited 
that the 1886 issue, very few genuinely, commercially used 
examples appear to have survived, of either section of the card. 

In fact, the research can only seem to account for a single used 
Reply Card section in the Samuel Collection.

It would be good to try and collate all known used examples from 
this issue.



Printed to Private Order Postcards

The Post Office’s Printed or Stamped to Private Order (PTPO or STPO) started in 1892 with the issue of 
Austin Walsh postcard.  In total five were issued stamped with a Queen Victoria stationery die. 

Most of these were printed in small numbers, and there doesn’t currently seem to be any record of 
how many examples have survived.  

Company Date Indicum Number printed

Austin Walsh 1892 ½d Newspaper Stamp 20,000

New Zealand Cyclists Touring Club 1897 1d Postcard die 2,155

Kempthorne, Prosser & Co 1899 1d Postcard die 1,988

Kempthorne, Prosser & Co 1901 1d Embossed die 2,600

Sargood, Son, & Ewen 1902 ½d Embossed die 1,964



1892 Austin Walsh & Co. – STPO

The first STPO cards.  Small size for inclusion in packets of Atlas cigarettes.

Believed to be the worlds smallest postcard. 

Supply of this card on the market is relatively high in both mint and used condition and, given 
some auction realisations and failures to sell, would suggest that the catalogue price is slightly 
high.



1897 New Zealand Cyclists Touring Club 

2155 cards printed



Samuel (1988) and Volume IX of the handbook state that a card is known with printed message on 
reverse for the 1901 AGM on the reverse and with the Secretary’s name excised on the front.  



However, there seem to be other varieties that haven’t been recorded.

Card used in 1899 with Secretary’s name changed 
using a rubber stamp.



Card used in 1897 with printed message on 
the reverse.

(Courtesy Steve Schumann)

As can be seen there are at least four 
different varieties of this card.
• Original issue
• 1897 printed message
• c.1899 secretary's name changed
• 1901 printed message



1899 Kempthorne, Prosser, & Co. 

(Courtesy Steve Schumann)



1901 Kempthorne, Prosser, & Co. 

(Courtesy Steve Schumann)



1902 Sargood, Son & Ewen. 

(Courtesy Steve Schumann)



One aspect that seems to have been neglected within the literature is SPECIMEN overprints.

While auction catalogues do list examples with the overprint it would be a good exercise to collate all postcards 
with the overprint, and the size and type used in order to create a better understanding of these postcards.

Specimens



Hopefully, this has shown that the development and use of the postcard during the reign of Queen Victoria is not 
quite as well understood as we may believe, and there are definite gaps in our knowledge.

What would be helpful is for collectors to examine their collections and to send through scans of any items that 
they may believe will fit into what has been discussed here.

What is needed:
• Details of all cards
• Scans of front and back

What I have presented is where I believe there are gaps in our knowledge, other collectors may have identified 
other issues or gaps that they consider require further research.  Please make contact, it is better to pool 
resources and work on these things collectively.

The aim is to sub-divide this display and present it as a series of articles in The Kiwi, and potentially other 
philatelic journals.  Once the articles have been published, and hopefully people have responded, the aim is to 
produce a research paper aimed on the use of the Queen Victoria postcards. 

Conclusions
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