From Victory to ‘X&
Controversy D}V

Len Jury continues the series of articles written
by members of the New Zealand Society of
Great Britain with his analysis of the
controversial 1920 Victory issue

1e 1920 Victory issue was the first New Zealand commemorative set on sale at
all New Zealund's Post Offices, The Christchurch and Aucklund Exhibition sets,
were only sold through their Exhibition post offices. The issue, conceived in

patriotic euphoria in 1918, met with o stormy

reception from New Zealund stamp

collectors and the general public when released in 1920,

Soon alter the Great War ended, the
New Zealand Tost and Telegraph Depirt-
ment wis reoeiving submissions for a

st (o commemorate the declations of

peace. The Postmpster General, Sir Joseph
Ward, approved the ddes only 18 days alte
the signing of the Armistice! Four months
Later the concept of o saingle stamp had
grown to o set of sixe The ostiister
Geoeral arranged with De La Rue and Co
to produce the desigos and tomanulfacie
the plares. The designs were to be Tmpor-

tal in claracter withoa modest indication of

the country ol origin®.

Ihe Botsh Lion was selected as an
nperial svimbol and was featured iy some
manner on four of the six stmps. The 4d,
and 1 values inclided o Bon with an
altegorical figure of Peace: The lion on the
Seb. was copied From those faimons hgures
flanking Nelon's column o Tradidga
Square. The Is. value feamred King
George Vo tlinked with the heads of two
lions

Phe 1l vihie with the head of 2 Maon
warrion, carved Fees and troe fern Tronds,
wiy the only value thar could be considered
authentic New Zealand, Moo were exemnpl
comeription, but many volunteercd, The
Ok value symbolised "Peace” uttendant on
‘Progress” and wiss inseribed  Peace and
Progress’. The other values were wseribed
Victory” on the P, and "Vicuy Stunp'
on the other four. All values were also
inscribed Postage and Revenue' so (it
revenue payments coulld be made with
these stamps,

Oy issue o New Zealnd, the set, withi
the excepnon of the 150 value, mer with
widespread public condemnation due 1o
the lack of New Zealand churacter:

Design work appeared o be relatively
slow, with progressive die proofs being
produced durmg [une, July and August of
1919

Born In controversy

When the set was finally issued i New
Zeakand on 27 fanary 1920, not only wis
there condemmation o the ek ol New
Zeakand eharacter, but uproar aver the ser
being released fn Britain over two monthy
previousty, on  November 1919, The New
Zealand High Commissioner in London
Bt received enquiries for the stumps to be
sold divent to dealers i London. He eles
graphed for approval wod was authorised
by the New Zealand Government (o meet
these requests. The Clinstehurel Philatelic
Society was espechilly scathing and passed
a resolution, which veawd o pare ‘It cons
siders that this haste to muke money out of
an assue than s intended 1o celebrate New
Zealaned's share fn the Allies' Victoey aod 1o
commemorite the sacnfices ol o sons,
and which should be dignitied in every
respect, is degrading (o the Dominlon

It chumed that, sy a manon, New
Zealand had saffered the highest Tosses
per head ol population ol aﬁ the alliey,
There was so much exiticsm from the
public and from retirned soldiers in par-
teubir it the New Zealand Government
wins forced 1o give an nssuance thad future
wanes would not be released elsewhere
before the day of bssue in New Zealand,

I wonder IF there was not i degree ol
annoyance by New Zealmd stamp dealers
ar having potential sules lost to an enter-
prasing Brinsh wade. 10 does, however,
rise 1wo interesting questions, Weie any
sent by the Bratsh dealees o clients i New
Zealimdd and wsed belore the olhenl date
of issue? In theary this was possible. 1 am
wmware of any such covers or even covers
sent from Britain wsing the stunps with or
without British stamps. 16any collector has
sueh fterms | would be delighted o hear
from them.

Conmoversy abvo srose i Austrabia where
for a short time the Fose Office refused 1o

Not only was there condemnation for
the lack of New Zealand character. but
uproar over the set being released n

Britain over two months previously
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The basic sel of stamps, including the
carmine-red and bright carmine shades
of the 1d. and the surchargoed 2d., issuod
in 1922
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recognise the stamps. Fhe reason bas noy
been recorded, bat i ey live beeny be-
cause they did not conform completely to
the UFL colonr scheme. Onginally, the
G was (o be in red, but due 1o possible
confumion with the T o red and the 1som
orange, the coloar was changed o the
violet colour of the British Sd. stamp. The
Australinn postal authorities teated il
bearing them as unstamped. Again, (Fany
collector has a cover or covers with Ay
talian postal murkings such as “Tostage
Due’ or 'Refused’, Twould fove 1o see such,

When De L Rue cuoe o print the
stunps they only bud paper watermarked
NZ onver Star of & size that was used (o print
the smll, regularsize King George V
detimuve stamps. Due 1o this, the plues
for the Victory stamps Tused 1o be made up
in 20 hortzontal tows ol seven stamps for
the Sl Sk andd 18, seven toms of 20 for
the 6 ; eight rows of 20 for the Td and 20
ows of cight lor the 154 All sheets show
ant outer printed bufles bay o help with
printing consistency aswell m ‘eyes” 1o auld
petloration aligrment. Sigoilicant wea
shows on these markings

AL values can show pacts ol ourgial
waternue k. letwers, 'NEW ZEALAND®
'NEW ZEALAND POSTAGE, due o the
sheets being poanted out ol register. The
ol developed an interesting vanety giving
the appeanince of a reentry cased by the
wlling in ol o second impression, On
exanination, the plae shows no sign ol o
ve-entry. 1nas believed that, due 1o humid-
ity at the time of prnting, the paper may
hawve buckled, casing a shilted or bamped
print The variety s consistent o the vight-
hand side of the sheer, but vines i extent
from sheet to sheet

Significant shade vaneties are present in
the L, L and s Shades also ocour in
the other values

Fhese shades ane also evident among
the mpettorate proofs on witermiked
paper that were run ofl the plates by the
primess. Sometimes these ae incorrectly
described as ipetts, but they were never
soldd ovar post office counters

Ihe issue remained on sale for about
three years, with a 2d0 overpront bemng
added i 1922 The actual disy ol issue ol
the 2d. his not been recorded, but a
‘vancelled o order’ block for 15 March §s
the curlicst so Lir known: There are o
number of vaneoes m the overprng, with
L' for 2" being the most prominent,

Controversy does not go away
It the vesrs since B was i\\lu_'lL thiis st has
connnied o arouse controversy, with the
appearance o inpesiosi ael |wlluu.nln|
proofs in variows colours, with and withoum
SPECIMEN' overprints. 16 iy known that
De La Rue umd Co used some of these
prools on ponters” sample sheets an ex:
amples ol thelr worksmuship. One of these
i lusteated here

The Lloand 15 colour irinds were
printed on paper withoot watermark. 1o
date T luwve not scen blocks Larger tham
four, but Luges picces could exise. The
volumes of The fwtage Stamps of New
Zealawd, publishied by The Royal Philiselic
Society of New  Zeald., record  low
volonrs of each:

Do La Ruoe sample shoot

42

%d. and 3d. values
showing the six
different colours,
ovarprinted
'SPECIMEN'

SPECIMEN

SPECIMEN

The two overprint
types:

Type A with short
Viin'M'

Type B with 'V'
reaching to base of
letter
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Could the New Zealand Government have been going to do
someting extra, but cancelled the idea once news of the set’s
release in Britain drew so much indignation in New

Zealand?

Block of four of the 1d. value In an
unrecorded sopia colour (as used for
the 1%4d. value

Plate prool of an unaccepted design by
Henty W Barr. a designer with De La Rue

and Co

Gulter pair of the 3d. value in a rich
grass-green colour, annotated ‘Die
accepled 15/11/1919°

Il b violet, deep magenta, yellow butl
anel green

DL T deep vinlet, sepii, olive-green and
pale sage groen,

As e information at the time was
drawn from mwo collectors some thonsnds
ol miles apatt, Me | G Evans of England
and My € A McKeown ol Amerca, there
was conjectre thar the ‘volet” and “decp
violet! shades muy be the sone 1o my
collection the violets of both values are the
sime. However, i the greeens, the Bl s o
diirk sage-green while the 1. w b pale
shde. In addition o the above coloues, |
ave an unrecorded sepiiv—the same as
the P the Tdo D wonld be surprsed
W msore colomrs donot come 1o Hght, such
s olivesgreen in the T and vellow bhufl
antd magentaan the Pl These stanips to
iy knowledge are alwavs found perforated
and with SPECIMEN' type ‘A" overprni—
shot 'V MY dn hlack,

I m the S, 3de ikl and 15 vadoes
that an interesting held opens upe Phese
cann be found b a vadety of colours, with
and swithour watermark, with and without
SPECIMEN" overprint, impctﬁul'ulv. friar-
pally imperforae and pedomred, singly,
i pasirs and i blocks of four with gutters.
The 12 colours are tecorded, but 1 believe
there are only six, with shade varsitions
acconnting for the others These are red,
magenul, purple, deep sage-green, brown
aned blue The SPECIMEN" averprint is
type B with the 'V of the "M reaching 1o
the bine of the letter

However, there are other colours ol the
Sbon winerminrked paper without 'SPECH
MEN" overpring, which leads me 1o believe
they e carly colour ls. These are in
orange wnd vich grissgreen, as well as the
red and sage-grecn aleady Tisted: Eachi
wem s oa op lefthand  comer vertical
putter puie. Cautter pades? What s golng
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Perforated
sheet of eight 1
of the 4d. and .
15. values Lon.& e
showing the :
stamps s
separated by ;

gutters
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In Samoa, per hll!)'.\' in deference to the
German pnlullulinn ... victory stamps
were onlv available on request

LR ZEALAN DAL

Block of the
15, value
showing both
fypes of
overprint and
albino
Impressions.
The paraliel
lines Indicate
where the
overprint
should be
placed

on? The rich grass green Giries  printer’s
mrk and notaton “Die accepted 111
(SURES

The questions tumble. Accoptod by
whom? For what purpose? The date 1y wix
iy alter the set was released i Britin, 10
Die La Rue wan gomg 1o wse them for trade
promotion, why did the Die bave o be
uccepted? Colotrs yes, but the Diez Could
the New Zealand Governmont have been
going o dosomething exte, bt cencelled
the iden once news of the set's release in
Britain dress so much indigmation in New
Zealand?

Gutter pairs

Each ol these tour values can be lound in
gutter pairs, blocks of four with guiters
el i sheetlets of eight of two vidues with
putters—the Sd. above the 6 and the ¥,
above the 18, The Putige Stampn of New
Zetland yecords these ay being printed in
shects of 16 and records horzontal pairs ol
the Sclund ek wnd the G, and I Twould
be most apprecinive o hear from anvone
with these. T diste, | luwe not seen such
pars and thus doubt thiat sheets of 16 were
produced. The Sl colonr triks mentionerd

Samoa overprint on the 1'4d. showing an Inverted V' for

A’ on the first stamp In the block
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eathier did not come from these blocks as
the selvedge below the lower stamp s
widler than the gutter wseed i the 3. and
el sheetlet,

Price of place in my collection is a guter
block of the 15 which shows both type ‘A
and ‘BUSPECIMEN' overpranty, and even
L albine impressions, o varions posithons
on the sheetlet The printes has dreoven in
parallel lines showing where the overponm
should be placed. Obviously o trial, but
sadly undated. Are there other values wsed
s trials ke this?

The dssue was also overprinted for use in
Samon: The dae of psue has not been
recondesh | lave a cover with complete set
postrirked oo 27 July 1920 at Aplis which
purponted to be the first day. However, |
hawe since foand @ 1swith a 21 July 1920
Apia postmark. Evidently, perhaps in
deference to the Gestan popubation still
iesent alter New Zealund took over the
mlanely in 19 the Victory stamps were
only wvailuble on request. There are some
overpont varienes. The most noucenble
e i doable overprint on thie 1s. value and
an mverted "V tor the letter ‘A on one
stammp of e Ve sheet

In conclusion. New Zealand's Victory
o of 120 continues o ce cons
troversy tore e 8O years after its issuc.
The study i fasciating, but locatng
further examples ol the De La Rue colour
trialvprools 800 yeurs oo may prove u
dithenlt challenge. 1 welcome cornespond
ence loot anyone who can thyow ore
lghe on any ol the questions rassed i this
article.

About the author: Len Jury isawells
known stanp dealer and keen collector
from Auckland, New Zealand, He visity
At anctions aned fafor shows in
Fnglimd three 1o lour times a year. His
1920 Victory entsy won o Large Vermetl i
the 2000 Northpex New Zealand
Natonal Stmnp Exbilition. He can be
contieted by writing o o at Box 4400,
Ancklind, New Zealand or 1o his e-mail
lenjuryfiexts, cong address. Len is also o
regulins acdvertiser in Giblons Stamf)
|"mlﬂl’_\.

Len wishies to acknowledge the Pidage
Stampy of New Zealamd yolumes, published
by the Royal Philatelic Sockety of New
Zealand for much of the nformaton on
which this article s bised,

This article 1s one of a senes witten apecially for GSM by members of tha New

Zealand Society of Great Britain in recognition of the

Society this year.
The

anniversary of the

caters for all levels of collecting and holds a main mesting in

London avery other month, &s woll as regional moetings in Scotland, the North
and the Midlands, Member benafits includa a circulating packat, annual auction,
competitions and a comprehensive library, not to mention the Society’s award-

ek bl mmdplom' lodyiai e the Honorary Secretary, Kaith C Colins,
ot f K
13 Briton Crescent, Sanderstead, Surrey, CR2 0JN; 1olophone 0208 657 4566 or

through the Society's website: www.cs.atirac.uk/-rgo/nzsgb/

overprint

Block of the 15, value showing ‘SAMOA’ double




