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1. Introduction

The authoritative reference for the first New Zealand acceptance from Auckland via the Imperial Air-
ways Karachi — Cape Town service remains the excellent ‘Airmails of New Zealand the Oversea
Flights 1928-1940 Volume 2’ [1] by Doulas Walker and is split between the Persia-Irag-Palestine-
Egypt sections and all other points south of Egypt. The rationale for this is explained in pages 120 to
126 although the actual flight itself encompasses both sections and should be read together as one
reference.

From collecting a number of covers over the years it is clear that a high percentage of these were
philatelic in nature having been sent ‘Poste Restante’ to be returned to the sender as unclaimed after
the fixed period of retention expired within that destination country. The alternative was ‘care of’ to an
already established philatelic exchange ‘buddy’ and/or financial institution such as a bank for eventual
return.

The phrase ‘Poste Restante’ translates directly to ‘Remaining Post’ or ‘Waiting Mail’ and was a
service whereby the post office holds the mail until the recipient calls for it. It is a common destina-
tion for mail for people who are visiting a particular location and have no need, or no way, of having
mail delivered directly to their place of residence at that time. This service was used by collectors to
get their covers returned to them as they clearly had no intention of collecting in person. After the
required period of retention letters were then returned as unclaimed as long as the return address
was noted on the reverse. This was not really in the spirit of the ‘poste restante’ service but it did
achieve the required aim.

These covers were sent by some of the well-known NZ Aero Philatelists of the day namely Alex F
M Paterson of Timaru, K A Holdgate of Timaru and K Tracey of Auckland amongst others. Alex F M
Paterson was the President of the newly formed New Zealand Airmail Society (AMNZ) and | suspect
both Tracey and Holdgate were also members at that time.

The numbers flown are noted in Volume 2 [1] but it is not known from what authoritative source
these figures come from, it is my personal view that Walker derived them from totals of the known
dispatches from AMNZ members who actually sent them. | would suggest that these figures do
equate to the known supply in existence today. This, in itself, is not a bad estimate as it was probably
the most accurate source of information available at the time apart from any official NZ Post Office
records that may or may not exist.

A ‘Philatelic’ cover may well frowned at by the purist but it is still genuinely flown over that route
and the absence of such material would seriously detract from the known supply still in existence
today. We should indeed be thankful to Alex Paterson and his fellow collectors for sending these in
what was a difficult economic period for New Zealand following the Great Depression of 1929.

This particular service shows a fascinating insight into the variety of receiving cancellations used
by the countries involved as well as the return routes and unclaimed/retour cachets used. In addition
the periods of retention within the destination country before return to N.Z. varied considerably which
then affected the final arrival dates back in N.Z. This is precisely what Paterson, Tracey and Holdgate
wanted from using the ‘Poste Restante’ service and | am sure they were extremely happy when the
covers were eventually returned from the rather exotic sounding African locations from a remote and
still isolated New Zealand.

Douglas Walker does attempt to record the arrival dates for some of the countries involved but
clearly did not have enough examples to record all of them especially for those destinations south of

Egypt.
Recently, on eBay, a virtually complete collection of Alex Paterson covers came up for auction and

| took the opportunity to fill the gaps in my collection which resulted in either having the actual cover
or a scan of all sections apart from Atbara, Kosti and Windhoek (South-Western African Airways
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connection). Also included were several other location destinations within the individual countries of
destination.

This article aims to to update the details in Volume 2 [1] with the information obtained from these
recent purchases and/or scans and highlighting some of the errors and inconsistencies of handling
within the countries concerned.

Covers highlighted in a red border are of special interest for the reasons stated in that particular
section.

2. The announcement

Note the highlighted section of the article concerning the saving of time, if any, of the new service. A
rather frank and honest admission by the NZ Postmaster General of the day!

CORRESPONDENCE TO AFRICA,

————

LITTLE SAVING OF TIME,

[BY TELEGRATPIL.—PRESS ASSOCIATION.]

WELLINGTON, Wednesday.
The Postmaster-General, the Ilon. A.
Iamilton, announces that, commencing
with despatchos from Auckland on June
30 and from Wellinglon on July 15, air-
mail correspondence will be accepted for
the following countries served Dby ihe
Egypt and South Africa section of the
England to South Africa air-mail service:
—Renya and Uganda, Tanganyika Terri-
tory, Northern and Southorn Rhiedesia,
Nyasaland, T'ortuguecse ILast Africa, Union
of South Africa. |

Because of the irregular mail service
connection between Australia and Africa,
it is difficult to estimate what saving of
time, if any, will result from the use of
{lie now air route for African correspond-
ence. 1t can definitely bo said, however,
that a gain of {wo to three days gener-
ally will result from the service to Kenya,
Uganda and Tanganyika, while occasion-
ally a few days will be gained from the
uso of tho route for correspondence for
the otler intermnediate countries, As far
as can be seen, thoe service will offer no
advantagoe in the caso of correspondence
for South Africa.

To mark the inauguralion of the new
sorvice, tho Post QOllice is arranging for
the special marking of all correspondence
from Auckland and Wellington on {the
dates mentioned.

Figure 2: New Zealand Herald, Volume LXIX, Issue 21216, 23 June 1932, Page 10 [2]



3. The rates

AIR MAIL SERVICES.

Persia, Iraq (34d), Palestine,
Egypt (4d), Kenya and Uganda, Tan-
ganvika Territory (10d), Rhodesia,
Nyasaland, Portuguese East -Africa
(11d), and Union of South Africa
(1s 1d), via Karachi-Egypt and|
Egypt-Africa alr mail services, per
Makura, from Auckland, Wednesday,
June 29th, at 1.15 p.m.

The alr maill fees,. per each half
ounce, which are payable in addition
to postage, are shown in parentheses]

Correspondence will be accepted fory
despatch by Afr Malil Services in Can/
ada, and United States of America,
Afr mall fee in addition to postage,
4d per.half ounce.

“The air mail fee payable on let;
ters forwarded through the inter;
mediary of thé United States ol
America, for Great Britain, and Can;
ada, is bd for each §-o0z. or fractiog
theradt ;

Figure 3: Bay of Plenty Times, Volume LX, Issue 10846, 27 June 1932, Page 1 [3]

OUTGOING OVERSEAS MAILS.

tates, Ceylon, India, China,
‘n.lsut;;;?:il?rt‘itglitu Settlements, South Africa
and Ezypt (also Great Britain, Ireland
and FEurope, speclally gddressed cor-
respondence via Australin m:]}',_{.lue Lion-
don 6th August), per Makura, & p.m.

Figure 4: Auckland Star, Volume LXIII, Issue 153, 30 June 1932, Page 6 [4]

Note the Bay of Plenty article states departure Wednesday June 29th but the later Auckland Star
article of the 30th states the correct departure as 3pm on the 30th June.

It is also interesting that there is no mention of the Sudan rate in this or any other newspaper
airmail notice of the time. From doing a google search for Sudan | understand that Sudan was a con-
dominium of the United Kingdom and Egypt between 1899 and 1956 when it became the Republic of
the Sudan after being granted independence from the UK and Egypt.

For this reason | am guessing the rate for Sudan would fall under the Egyptian listing at 4d per
20z. In Volume 2 [1], Walker also states the rate is being 4d per 20z for Sudan.

The surface rate, which was in addition to the airmail fee, was 1d so needed to be added
to the rates shown [3].



4. The route

The mails left Auckland on the RMS Makura on the 30th June arriving Sydney on the 4th July, it was
then railed overland to Freemantle and embarked on the RMS Mooltan on the 11th July arriving at
Colombo on the 20th July [5, 6]. From Colombo it was sent by surface to Karachi which was the then
terminus of the Imperial Airways route to India.

It then departed on the Imperial Airways IW 173 service [7] as per the schedule below. Leav-
ing Karachi on Wednesday 27th July it followed the coastal route to Jask located in Southern Iran.
Departing Jask on Thursday 28th July it then flew to Basra in Iraq where it departed on Friday 29th
July for Tiberias (Galilee) via Baghdad. Walker states in Volume 2 [1] that the Persian mail was sent
to Teheran from Baghdad by the twice weekly Junkers Airlines service. Following research into the
Junkers Airlines Services it has been established that the Junkers Airlines service ceased operation
on the 26th March 1932 [8] so the conclusion drawn must be that it was carried overland to Teheran
arriving on the 3rd August.

Mails for Palestine were off loaded at Tiberias (Galilee) on the 29th and forwarded overland arriv-
ing at Haifa and Jerusalem on the 30th July. It then followed the revised link service route as noted
below to Cairo via Ramleh arriving on Saturday 30th.

KARACHI ~ CROYDON

Commencing 13 April 1932

KARACHI dep. 0830  Wednesday
GWADAR dep. 13.00  Wednesday

JASK arr.  even. Wednesday
JASK dep. 0630  Thursday
LINGEH dep. 0940  Thursday
BUSHIRE dep. 1330  Thursday
BASRA arr.  even, Thursday
BASRA dep. 0500  Friday

BAGHDAD  dep. 09.15  Friday
GALILEE arr.  even. Friday

LINK SERVICE to Africa

GALILEE dep. 0930  Saturday
RAMLEH dep. 10.30  Saturday
CAIRO arr.  afin. Saturday

Figure 5: Generic route of the Karachi to Cairo service [7]



SERVICE IW 173

Karachi dep. 27 July Hanno
Jask arr. 27 Iuly Hanno
Jask dep. 28 July Hanno
Basra arr. 28 July Hanno
Basra dep. 29 July Hanno
(ralilee arr. 29 July Hanno
Cairo arr. 30 July  Hanmo
Galilee dep. 30 July Satyrus
Athens arr. 30 July Satyrus
Athens dep. 31 July Satyrus
Brindisi arr. 31 July Satyrus
Croydon arr. 2 Aug. Helena
This service carried the first despatch of mail from New
Zealand (Auckland) sent by sea to India.

Figure 6: Specific timetable of the Westbound IW173 service [7]

Mediterranean
Sea

Arabian Sea

Figure 7: Route map of service. From Jan 1932 the Delhi to Karachi route was operated by the Delhi
Flying Club and not by Imperial Airways.[7]

Mediterranean Sea

Figure 8: Amended route map of service at time of IW 173. From April 1932 the route from Baghdad
to Cairo was amended to include Ramleh and then Cairo.[7]



5. The connection

It then connected with the Southbound IA service from Croydon to Cape Town at Cairo as per the
schedule dated the 20th January 1932 and the specific southbound Flight No AS 74 timetable [9].

ENGLAND - AFRICA SOUTHBOUND SERVICES 1932
FLIGHT NO. AS 74

Commencing 20th January,1932 Croydon dep. 27 July
Alex. arr. 30 July Sylvanus

W.Halfa arr. 31July C.Cov.
JONEICRS (Caopdin G B3 Weldsy gt arr. 1 Aug. C.Cov.
PARIS dep. 2130  Wedday Malakal dep. 3 Aug. CStoneh. 1 day late
) Kisumu arr. 3 Aug. CStoneh.
BRINDESL v ‘gg ;’:_‘i:"' Kisumu dep. 4 Aug. CKarachi 1 day late
- = Dodoma dep. 5 Aug. CKarachi 1 day late

ATHENS arr. 16.30 Friday Joburg. dep. 7 Aug. C.Delhi
dep. 0800  Saturd)y  CTown arr. 7 Aug. C.Delhi
From Cairo, this service carried the first despatch of air mail
. 1145 Satul 4 :
MIRABELLA (Crete) dep rday A nd, New nd {fows by LA: fmm g )
ALEXANDRIA arr. 1545 Saturday
CAIRO T, 215 Saturday
dep. 0730 Sunday
ASSIUT dep. 1045  Sunday
ASWAN dep. 1435 Sunday
WADI HALFA arr. 17.10 Sunday
dep. 08.00 Monday
ATBARA dep. 14.00 Monday
KHARTOUM am. 16.00 Monday
dep. 05.00 Tuesday
KOSTI dep. 08.05 Tuesday
JUBA arr. 1745 Tuesday
dep. 0600  Wed'day
KAMPALA dep. 1115  Wed'day
KISUMU dep. 14.15 Wed'day
NAIROBI arr. 1625 Wed'day
dep. 0630 Thursday
MOSHI dep. 09.50 Thursday
DODOMA dep. 1335 Thursday
MBEYA arr. 16.50 Thursday
dep. 07.00 Friday
MPIKA dep. 09.55 Friday
BROKEN HILL dep. 14.00 Friday
SALISBURY arr. 17.40 Friday
dep. 06.00 Saturday
BULAWAYO dep. 09.55 Saturday
PIETERSBURG dep. 14.10 Saturday
JOHANNESBURG ar. 1635  Saturday
dep. 06.00 Sunday
KIMBERLEY dep. 1005  Sunday
VICTORIA WEST dep. 1330 Sunday
CAPE TOWN arr. 1740 Sunday

Figure 9: Left: generic route of the England to Africa service. Right: southbound AS 74 service [9]
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Figure 10: Route map showing sections, type of aircraft, distances and dispatch days from Cairo.[10]



6. The first flight cachet

| NEW 7_EALAND-#1F[,’/04

FIRST OFFICIAL AIR MAIL,

FROM AUCKLAND, 30th JUNE, 1932.
BY INDIA-EGYPT, EGYPT-SOUTH AFRICA
| AIR SERVICES.

—bama WPt

Figure 11: Purple first flight cachet applied at Auckland to all destinations south of Egypt



7. The flown covers by sections

In this section | have used, where possible, the larger covers from Alex Paterson which display the
cover features in a clearer style. There are five highlighted covers of interest which are surrounded
by a red border with relevant comments in bold type, these are also mentioned in the Sudan mail
section on page 17, the Mombasa section on page 29 and the Summary and Future Works sections.

Persia — Baghdad to Teheran

Cancelled with an AUCKLAND FM.B CDS 29 JE 32 10-AM. No first flight cachet as per AMNZ
Volume 2 [1]. Baghdad to Teheran by overland route — see section 4 comments above. 4d per 20z
rate. Cancelled with a receiving BAGHDAD SOR CDS 29JLY 32 and a TEHERAN CDS 3-VIII 32.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

o, AR T kﬂ/v\,c‘\__{'fh Iy
)

e VA, .é‘._:.).}f\f ~

AL A _Ang

™~ AL AL

=

Figure 12: Reference cover for the Persia - Baghdad to Teheran section.
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Iraq — Baghdad

Cancelled with an AUCKLAND FM.B CDS 29 JE 32 10-AM. No first flight cachet as per AMNZ
Volume 2 [1]. 4d per V2 oz rate. Cancelled with a receiving BAGHDAD DELY CDS 29JLY 32 12-AM.

EW ZEALANI
“.ﬂ

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

Tor Voo bh
-h-uj-;.mﬂﬁ%ﬁdd Sowe Lot
T20. Bex. 2,

Roghded,

Figure 13: Reference cover for the Iraq - Baghdad section.
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Palestine — Jerusalem

Cancelled with an AUCKLAND FM.B CDS 29 JE 32 10-AM. No first flight cachet as per AMNZ
Volume 2 [1]. 5d per 20z rate. Cancelled with a receiving HAIFA CDS 30 JY 32 and a JERUSALEM

A CDS 30 JY 32.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

»

Figure 14: Reference cover for the Palestine - Jerusalem section.
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Egypt — Cairo

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. No first flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2
[1]. 5d rate per Y20z rate. Cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P which was
applied to all Egyptian mail. Virtually no retention period for the Poste Restante service as it was
returned to NZ with a PORT SAID roller cancel 1 AUG 32 1230D.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

Karachi-=-5ou
Ai? I\Tail -

Africa,

1st. N.Z. Connection.

ir. A. F, M. Paterson.
Poste Restante,
CAIRDO.
EGYPT.

Figure 15: Reference cover for the Egypt - Cairo section.
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Egypt — Cairo with first flight cachet

Cancelled with an AUCKLAND REGISTERED CDS 29 JE 32 11-AM. The 10d rate was made up
of the 5d Air rate per 20z to Egypt, 4d Registration fee and 1d return surface postage to NZ? Un-
usually this is a registered cover with an AUCKLAND REGISTERED label No 1768 but also
carries the Purple first flight cachet that was only supposed to be applied to mail flown south
of Egypt. Route in manuscript with ‘Retour’ ‘unclaimed’ in red together with a fine red oval ‘RETURN
TO SENDER -5-SE-32’ cachet. Cancelled with a receiving CAIRE (R) PAR AVION C.D.S 30.JU.32
5-6P (JU for July), a CAIRO 30 JL 32 6-P and a black boxed UNCLAIMED Cachet. Return address
noted on the reverse.

(&D wEWAE_E-\LAHI. p T W”‘w-f'\l—-ﬁw

I R No. 1768
AUCKLAND

SR,
.% /r,af Py A

/ ,f..- ""."‘ V&7 =

oy S0UTH AFRIC:

e l

e

SoeT it A FRIC A AR, MATL

o s b qutfi:

{,-.’_', oty 4:/

Figure 16: Reference cover for the Egypt - Cairo with first flight cachet.
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Egypt — Assiut

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. No first flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2
[1]. Evidence of return NZ address on the front. 5d rate per 2 oz rate. Cancelled with a receiving
transit CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P which was applied to all Egyptian mail and an ASYUT CDS 31
JL 32 5.30A. Small retention period for the Poste Restante service as it was returned with a CAIRO
roller cancel 6 AUG 32 930P with an overlaid PORT SAID roller cancel 8 AUG 32 530A. Note the
alternative spelling of ASSIUT as 'ASYUT".

ATAC N1 ==50U
Air Mail.

lst. N.Z. Connection,

Mr. A, F, M. Paterson.
Poste Restante.
ASSIUT,
EGYPT,

Return to i~ 3
P.0LBoY < 28l3 b
Timaru.

New Zealahnd.

-’5 } Fa |
0=

Ay R
nase 7o B |

g e & ._
'-\ = --—""-"-” - -----"".' - B

Figure 17: Reference cover for the Egypt - Assuit section.
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Egypt — Aswan

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. No first flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
Evidence of return NZ address on the front. 5d rate per Y20z rate. Cancelled with a receiving transit
CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P which was applied to all Egyptian mail and an ASWAN CDS C.D.S 31 JL
32 12.15P. Virtually no retention period for the Poste Restante service as it was returned to NZ with
a PORT SAID TRAFFIC B CDS 5 AU 32 5-A. Note the ASSUAN spelling on the front.

(4 TERITYTTY )

Fale =4

Air Mail.

1st. N.Z. Connection.

Mr. A. F. M. Paterson.
Poste Restante,
ASSUAN.
EGYPT.

Figure 18: Reference cover for the Egypt - Aswan section.
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The Sudan mail

All of the combined Sudan mails were delayed in some way and/or delivered to their respective
destinations by other means. This section involved the following stops from North to South — WADI-
HALFA, just over the Egyptian Border, ATBARA, KHARTOUM the capital, KOSTI, MALAKAL and
JUBA as shown on in figure 10. Walker in Volume 2 [1] gives his view on what may have happened
which is summarised below

‘All the Sudan Mails were off loaded in error at Aswan on Sunday 31st July, once this had been
realised the combined Sudan mail was forwarded in part on the Shellal-Halfa (Wadi-Halfa) Travelling
Post Office and received the Shellal-Halfa TPO CDS dated the 6th August 1932. Shellal is about
5km north of ASWAN, Walker then states that it probably caught up with the second Imperial Airways
south bound service AS 75 arriving at Wadi-Halfa on Sunday 7th August where it resumed its air tran-
sit and probably arrived in Khartoum on Monday 8th August. Walker also states that KHARTOUM did
not apply any receiving cancellations so this was only a theory and could not be proved.’

The detail of the Shellal-Halfa TPO needs to be looked at further as in the absence of any specific
local knowledge the traditional railway TPO service was the assumed default option but following
some research | have established that this was actually sent by river steamer on the Nile as per the
information contained in figure 19.

This route connected the Egyptian State Railway at Shellal with the Sudan Government railway
at Wadi-Halfa. It also states that the Sudan Government river steamer left Shellal on a Thursday and
arrived at Wadi-Halfa on a Saturday, this would be at ‘river’ speed which was presumably why it took
3 days to travel the 210 miles.

The first available steamer service at Shellal after the arrival at Aswan earlier was Thursday 4th
August arriving at Wadi-Halfa 6th August and during that period mail must have been processed on
board which does corroborate the TPO cancellation of the 6th August. If this theory is correct it is
possible that it could have met up with the second Imperial Airways south bound service AS75 arriv-
ing at Wadi-Halfa on Sunday 7th August [9].

As Walker stated in Volume 2 [1] the mail to Khartoum did not have any receiving cancellations
but to ‘complicate’ matters further the covers to Malakal and Juba, the southernmost point of Sudan,
both carry a Sudan Air Mail CDS 16th August 1932 on the reverse which would indicate that these
are the receiving cancellations for those respective destinations.

My theory, which like Walker | can’t prove, is that the mail did indeed reach Khartoum on Monday
8th August but for some reason all the remaining Sudanese southbound mails were off loaded at that
point. Possible reasons could have been the aircraft changeover at Khartoum from the Argosy to the
Calcutta flying boat that was used on the Khartoum to Kisumu section or alternatively the differing
load capacity/limits being reached on the Calcutta flying boat. Whatever the reason it then waited
for the next Imperial Airways service AS 76 which arrived at Khartoum on Monday 15th August and
was then flown as per the schedule to Malakal and Juba on Tuesday 16th August as noted by the
receiving cancels on those covers [9].

There is another possible theory regarding the Sudan Mails and that is the existence of the Khar-
toum CDS of the 16th September 1932 in Section 7 (Sudan — Khartoum) figure 22 with the notation
‘passed the fixed period’. If the period of retention for Sudan was 30 days, which has yet to be es-
tablished, this would match an arrival date at Khartoum of the 15th/16th August which would then
confirm that it arrived on the 3rd Imperial Airways flight AS 76 service. This would then mean that all
the southbound Sudanese mail was held up at either Wadi-Halfa or Atbara?

It is also interesting to note that the AS 76 service also carried the first dispatch from Wellington so

any covers to Malakal or Juba on this service, with receiving cancels, would confirm the type/design
on the ones shown in figure 23 and 24 below.
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Unfortunately | do not have any examples for the other Sudan destinations of Atbara and Kosti so
| can’t speculate further as there are no reference points to work from. This is only a theory so any
further information and/or covers to Atbara and Kosti with receiving date stamps would be critical to
support or refute this theory.

The Travelling Post Offices 1888 1o 1970

THE SHELLAL-HALFA T.P.O.

The Shellal-Halfa T.P.O. is the oldest of the Sudan TPQOs, dates of
known cancellations ranging from 1889 to 1964,

The route connected the Egyptian State Railways, at Shellal, with
Sudan Government Railways at Wadi Halfa, and has always been of
historical interest. Until 1898, the border between the two countries
was often in dispute, and has fluctuated between very wide limits.
The route now is of course, one vast lake due to the building of the
Aswan High Dam.

The total distance from Shellal to Wadi Halfa is 210 miles, of
which 207 miles is in what is now Egyptian territory.

Two posTAL SERVICES operated on the route. The Egyptian
Government ran a weekly stopping stcamer which had a TPO on
board. This will not be dealt with further, except to illustrate the
marks used. The Sudan Government maintained a bi-weekly cxpress
stecamer Lo connect the train services, these had postal facilities on
board. One left Wadi Halfa on Mondays, arriving at Shellal on
Wednesdays, lcaving Shellal on Thursdays and arriving back at
Wadi Halfa on Saturdays. The other left Wadi Halfa on, Thursday,
and arrived back at Halfa on the following Wednesday.

The Sudanese TPOs were really only travelling sorting offices
although there were postal facilitics on board for passengers. There
were no stops for mail purposes, but boats did call at Abu Simbel
at the request of a passenger. Parcels and postal orders were not dealt
with on board. Until July, 1951, all surface mail from the Sudan was
sorted on the Sudancse TPO, so that cancellations are far more
common as backstamps than used as actual cancellations.

There have been two collisions on the route and wreck covers that
bear the mark ‘Damaged by Collision on the Nile® or ‘Wet Through
Collision on the Nile® exist though they are very scarce.

The types and dates of cancellations.

Figure 19: Explanation of the Shellal to Halfa Travelling Post Office service.
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Sudan - Wadfi-Halfa

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
‘Return to sender’ in red manuscript. The rate should have been 5d but for some reason all the Alex
Paterson covers | have for Sudan namely Wadi-Halfa, Malakal and Juba all show 9d postage. Reason
unknown. Cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P which was applied to all the
Sudan mail and the infamous SHELLAL-HALFA TPO CDS 6 AU 32 No 2. The return was by surface
with a SHELLAL-HALFA TPO CDS 19 SP 32 No 2, a partial CAIRO roller cancel 22 SEP 32 5-A and
a PORT SAID roller cancel 23 SEP 32 6-A. Retention period from 7th August?

Karachi--South Afri
A.i“ I"tail.

- -

1st. N.Z. f;o:inectign._

N mmm APRICY
FICTAL AR MAlL& PO_StE I':B&t&ﬁ'tﬁ.

WADI HALPFA,
TTDAN .
TONA AL (0. 30th JUNE '-'“2..
":lILhND!:-i_L:;K“':-:r.‘:'.G\‘:-'I-EJL'-'_.'TH AFRICA | ICA
B Al SERVICES X4 AFR A |
Return to :- ‘
P.O.Box, 261. . ;\
i
Timaru.

New 4eal

Figure 20: Reference cover for the Sudan — Wadfi-Halfa section.
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Sudan — Khartoum

lllustrated cover cancelled with a CHRISTCHURCH CDS 28 JE 32 4 15PM. First flight cachet as per
AMNZ Volume 2 [1]. The correct rate of 5d but not a ‘Poste Restante’ cover like Paterson. The other
Khartoum cover | have is a plain cover addressed to Barclays Bank displaying the same characteris-
tics. Cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P which was applied to all the Sudan
mail and the SHELLAL-HALFA TPO CDS 6 AU 32 No 2. No Khartoum markings.

= / f@ NEW ZEALAND
. S o 0 o
= ;

Mr Hl n.Moore.

Sudan Britisk

_ FROM AUCKLAND, 30th JUNE, 19 1 P.0,Box 272,

Khartoum.

Sudan.

Figure 21: Reference cover for the Sudan — Khartoum section.
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Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
‘Passed the fixed period’ in red manuscript with a black boxed returned to sender cachet. 5d rate
but Alex Paterson covers so 9d. Reason unknown. Cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30
JY 32 4-5P which was applied to all the Sudan mail and the SHELLAL-HALFA TPO CDS 6 AU 32 No

2. The return journey was then made by surface with a KHARTOUM CDS 16 SEP 32 6 30PM and a
PORT SUDAN CDS 19 SEP 32. Blue airmail etiquette crossed out.
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Figure 22: Reference cover for the Sudan — Khartoum section.
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Sudan — Malakal

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet. ‘Return to sender’ in red
manuscript. 9d Alex Paterson cover as above, cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30
JY 32 4-5P and the SHELLAL-HALFA TPO CDS 6 AU 32 No 2. It has a receiving SUDAN AIR
MAIL MALAKAL CDS 16VIIl 32. The return to New Zealand was by surface and despite being
Poste Restante it was cancelled the very next day with a MALAKAL CDS 17 AUG 32. It then took the
following route - KHARTOUM —-M?CHRA TPO 4 20 AUG 32 (no record found of this TPO), SHELLAL-
HALFA TPO 31 AU 32 No2, Partial CAIRO roller cancel 1 SEP?, PORT SAID roller cancel 1 SEP 32.
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Figure 23: Reference cover for the Sudan — Malakal section.
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Sudan - Juba

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
‘Return to address’ in red manuscript. 5d rate but Alex Paterson covers so 9d. Reason unknown.
Cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P and the SHELLAL-HALFA TPO CDS 6
AU 32 No 2. It has a receiving SUDAN AIR MAIL JUBA CDS 16VIIl 32. The return to New Zealand
was by surface with a SHELLAL-HALFA TPO 14 SP 32 No2, a partial CAIRO roller cancel on the
front 15 SEP 32 3-A and a PORT SAID roller cancel 15 SEP 32 345P.
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Figure 24: Reference cover for the Sudan — Juba section.
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Uganda - Port Bell (Kampala)

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1]. 11d
rate. Cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P and a KAMPALA CDS 3 AU 32
4-PM. The return to New Zealand was by surface but with no additional markings.

Figure 25: Reference cover for the Uganda — Port Bell (Kampala) section.
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Uganda - Port Bell (Entebbe)

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
11d rate. Cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P, a KAMPALA CDS 3 AU 32
4-PM and an ENTEBBE CDS 3 AU 32 530PM. Despite the ‘poste restante’ service the return to New
Zealand was the next day with an ENTEBBE CDS 4 AU 32 8AM and a KAMPALA CDS 5 AU 32 8AM.

No further markings.

Figure 26: Reference cover for the Uganda — Port Bell (Entebbe) section.
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Uganda - Port Bell

Cancelled with an AUCKLAND F.M.B CDS 29 JE 32 10-AM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume
2 [1]. 11d rate. Cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P and a KAMPALA CDS

3 AU 32 4-PM.
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Figure 27: Reference cover for the Uganda — Port Bell section.
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Kenya — Kisumu

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1]. 11d
rate. Cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P and a KISUMU CDS 3 AU 32
6-30PM. The return to New Zealand was by surface with a KISUMU CDS 14 AU 32 on the front and
a NAIROBI CDS 16 AU 32 and finally a WELLINGTON DEAD LETTER OFFICE CDS -1NO32 2.

Figure 28: Reference cover for the Kenya — Kisumu section.
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Kenya — Nairobi

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
Re-addressed in red manuscript. 11d rate. Cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32

4-5P and a NAROBI CDS 4 AU 32 12-30 12-30PM.
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Figure 29: Reference cover for the Kenya — Nairobi section.
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Kenya — Nairobi and onwards to Mombasa by Wilson Airways

Volume 2 [1], page 128 of Walker states that the Wellington dispatch of the 15th July met up with
the inaugural Wilson Airways flight from Nairobi to Mombasa, Tanga, Zanzibar and Dar-es-Salaam
service of the 18th August 1932. From my research | have found confirmation of this recorded in a
publication entitled ’an Economic Survey of the Colonial Empire 1932’ issued by the colonial office. |
believe that this cover was flown to Mombasa by the Wilson Airways service earlier than mentioned
in Volume 2 [1] as evidenced by the receiving Nairobi C.D.S 4th Aug, the Mombasa C.D.S 5th Aug
9.30am as well as the Mombasa Poste Restante C.D.S 5th Aug. | have also found a Wilson Airways
Ltd Charter Timetable and Fares brochure which, although undated on the front, does have the char-
ter rates from Nairobi page dated October 1932 [11].

This brochure also shows on the 'Weekly Coast Service - Timetable’ page that the service de-
parted at 0600 from Nairobi and arrived at Mombasa at 0900 which does corroborate the receiving
Mombasa CDS of 9.30am. The ’Air Mileage’ on the 'Charter Rates from Nairobi’ page notes this
as being 286 miles which again supports this explanation. It does make sense that Wilson Airways
perhaps trialled this flight in anticipation of the official 'Inaugural’ date of the 18th August.

As such it would appear that this cover was additionally flown by Wilson Airways from
Nairobi to Mombasa on the 5th August prior to the inaugural service of the coastal East Africa
service on the 18th August 1932. This particular item appeared in the NZ Airmail News No 822
July/August 2022 [12] with an appeal for further information but as yet nothing new has been forth-
coming.

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
Address crossed out in red with a fine directional ‘Return to Sender’ red pointing finger cachet. 11d
rate. Cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P, a NAROBI CDS 4 AU 32 12-
30PM, a MOMBASA CDS 5 AU 32 9 30AM, a MOMBASA POSTE RESTANTE CDS 5 AU 32. The
return to NZ was by surface with a MOMBASA CDS 24 AU 32 11 AM on the front and a final Auckland
CDS 110C32 4-PM on the reverse with no further markings. It also has a further directional ‘Return
to Sender’ pointing finger cachet on the reverse.
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Figure 30: Reference cover for the Kenya — Nairobi and onwards to Mombasa by Wilson Airways.
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Tanganyika - Moshi

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1]. 11d
rate. Cancelled with a receiving transit CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P which according to Walker
were not applied to all points south of Nairobi, a MOSHI CDS 4 AU 1932 3PM and a further
partial MOSHI? CDS 4 AU 1932. No further markings for the return by surface to NZ.
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Figure 31: Reference cover for the Tanganyika — Moshi section.
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Tanganyika - Dodoma

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1]. Ad-
dress crossed out in red with ‘Retour’ in manuscript. 11d rate. Cancelled with a receiving transit
CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P which according to Walker were not applied to all points south of
Nairobi and a DODOMA CDS 4 AU 1932 6.30PM. The return to NZ was by surface with a DODOMA
CDS 9 AU 1932 on the front and a partial DAR ES SALAAM CDS ?0 AU 1932 and a final WELLING-
TON DEAD LETTER OFFICE CDS 28 SP 32 1 on the reverse. Very little retention time.
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Figure 32: Reference cover for the Tanganyika — Dodoma section.
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Cancelled with an AUCKLAND F.M.B CDS 29 JE 32 10-AM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Vol-
ume 2 [1]. Address crossed out in red with ‘Retour’ and ‘P.T.O’ in manuscript. 11d rate. Cancelled
with a DODOMA CDS 4 AU 1932 6.30PM. The return to NZ was by surface with ‘unclaimed’ in red
manuscript ‘Unknown’ purple cachet, a DODOMA CDS 22 AU 1932, a RETURNED LETTER OF-
FICE DAR ES SALAAM CDS 25 AU 1932 and a final WELLINGTON DEAD LETTER OFFICE CDS
14 OC SP 32 1 on the reverse. Same destination as the previous image but with a differing retention
period. ‘Poste restante’ service versus ‘Chief postmaster’ address?
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Figure 33: Reference cover for the Tanganyika — Dodoma section.

33



Tanganyika — Mbeya

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
Address crossed out in red with ‘P.T.O’ in manuscript. 11d rate. Cancelled with a receiving transit
CAIRO CDS 30 JY 32 4-5P which according to Walker were not applied to all points south of
Nairobi and a MBEYA CDS 5 AU 1932. The return to NZ was by surface with a DAR ES SALAAM
21 SE 1932 430 PM. No further markings.
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Figure 34: Reference cover for the Tanganyika — Mbeya section.
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Northern Rhodesia - Mpika

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
Address crossed out and readdressed in red manuscript with Red Jasqu’a markings cancelling the
Airmail etiquette. 1/- rate. Cancelled with a BROKEN HILL CDS -5 AU 1932 4-0PM and a MPIKA
CDS 10AUGH32 0PM. These dates would indicate that, some of not all, the mails for Mpika
were off-loaded at Broken Hill in error on the 5th and railed to Mpika? The return to NZ was by
surface with a MPIKA CDS -8 SEPH32 — no further markings.
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Figure 35: Reference cover for the Northern Rhodesia — Mpika section.
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Northern Rhodesia — Broken Hill

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
Address crossed out and ‘unclaimed’ and ‘return to sender’ applied in red manuscript. 1/- rate.
Cancelled with a BROKEN HILL CDS -5 AU 1932 4-0PM. The return to NZ was by surface with a
BROKEN HILL CDS 20SEPA32 applied to the front — no further markings.
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Figure 36: Reference cover for the Northern Rhodesia - Broken Hill section.
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Northern Rhodesia — Broken Hill (Livingstone)

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
Address crossed out with ‘see back’ in red manuscript with ‘Not Known’ and ‘Not claimed’ boxed
cachets. 1/- rate. Cancelled with a BROKEN HILL CDS -5 AU 1932 4-O0PM and a LIVINGSTONE
-7AUG 1932. The return to NZ was by surface with a LIVINGSTONE CDS 12AUG32 4-00PM and a
boxed ‘Undelivered for Reasons stated’ cachet. Short retention period with no further markings.
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Figure 37: Reference cover for the Northern Rhodesia - Broken Hill (Livingston) section.
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Southern Rhodesia — Salisbury

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1]. Red
‘Return to Sender’ and ‘Not Claimed’ boxed cachets applied. 1/- rate. Cancelled with a SALISBURY
POSTE RESTANTE CDS -6AU 1932 9-0AM. The return to NZ was by surface with no further mark-
ings applied.
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Figure 38: Reference cover for the Southern Rhodesia - Salisbury section.
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Southern Rhodesia — Salisbury (Nyasaland)

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1]. Ad-
dress crossed out and readdressed in red manuscript. 1/- rate. Mails for Nyasaland were off loaded
at Salisbury and railed through. Cancelled with a NYASALAND T.P.O CDS -9 AUG 32 1PM and a
BLANTYRE CDS 10AU32 8-AM. The return to NZ by surface with no further markings.
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Figure 39: Reference cover for the Southern Rhodesia - Salisbury (Nyasaland) section.
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Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
Address crossed out with ‘P.T.O’ in red manuscript. 1/- rate. Mails for Nyasaland were off loaded
at Salisbury and railed through. Cancelled with a NYASALAND T.P.O CDS -9 AUG 32 2PM? and a
ZOMBA CDS 10AU32 8-AM. The return to NZ was by surface with a WELLINGTON DEAD LETTER
OFFICE CDS 28 SP 32.1 with no further markings applied.
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Figure 40: Reference cover for the Southern Rhodesia - Salisbury (Nyasaland) section.
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Southern Rhodesia — Salisbury (Portugese East Africa)

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1]. Ad-
dress with ‘Non Reclame’ and ‘Retour’ boxed cachet over and with Jasqu’a markings on the air mail
etiquette. 1/- rate. Mails for Portugese East Africa were off loaded at Salisbury and railed through.
Cancelled with a BEIRA CDS -8-AG0.1932-8H. The return to NZ was by surface with an unknown
hexagonal CORRE? MOZAMBIQUE CENTRAL 20.8.32 10, a LONDON F.S. 20 CDS 13 DE 32 on
the front and a final WELLINGTON DEAD LETTER OFFICE CDS 24 JA 33 1.
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Figure 41: Reference cover for the Southern Rhodesia - Salisbury (Portugese East Africa) section.
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Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2
[1]. Unaltered address with ‘Non Reclame’ and ‘Retour’ boxed cachet over. 1/- rate. Mails for Por-
tugese East Africa were off loaded at Salisbury and railed through. Cancelled with a BEIRA CDS
-8-AG0O.1932-8H. The return to NZ was by surface with an unknown BEIRA CDS? with no further
marks.

Figure 42: Reference cover for the Southern Rhodesia - Salisbury (Portugese East Africa) section.
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Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
Unaltered address with ‘Non Reclame’ and ‘Retour’ boxed cachet over. 1/- rate. Mails for Portugese
East Africa were off loaded at Salisbury and railed through. Cancelled with a hexagonal LOURENZO
MARQUES 11 8 32 = 14. The return to NZ was by surface with a JOHANNESBURGH 34 CDS
-9DE32 and a WELLINGTON DEAD LETTER OFFICE CDS 10 JA 33 1.

Figure 43: Reference cover for the Southern Rhodesia - Salisbury (Portugese East Africa) section.
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Southern Rhodesia — Bulawayo

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
Unaltered address with ‘Return over’ in red manuscript. 1/- rate. No receiving cancels. The return to
NZ was by surface. Walker also states that Bulawayo did not back stamp the incoming mail.

Figure 44: Reference cover for the Southern Rhodesia - Bulawayo section.
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South Africa — Pietersburg

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
Unaltered address. 1/- 2d rate. Cancelled with a PIETERSBURG CDS -8AU 1932 9-??M. The return

to NZ was by surface with no further markings applied.
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Figure 45: Reference cover for the South Africa - Pietersburg section.
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South Africa — Germiston (Johannesburg)

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1]. Un-
altered address with an ‘Unclaimed’ boxed cachet. 1/- 2d rate. Cancelled with a JOHANNESBURG

CDS -8AU32-8.30AM. The return to NZ was by surface with a final receiving WELLINGTON DEAD
LETTER OFFICE CDS 28 SP32 1 with no further markings applied.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

Karachi--South Africa.
Alr Mail.

1st. N.Z. Connecticn.

Mr. A. T'. M. Paterson.

Fegte restante,

=} JONANNESBURG.

o
gz} SOUTT A LR
B 4 |
.bl"'ll

AR iy ¢

o B
s T Y

g (L S
| o =

cj*-.al

Hetuorn to 22— ' X “
P.O.Box. 261, !
Timaru,
Iew Zerland,

Figure 46: Reference cover for the South Africa - Germiston (Johannesburg) section.
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South Africa — Kimberley

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].

Unaltered address. 1/- 2d rate. Cancelled with a KIMBERLEY CDS -7AUG32-8-AM with a further
KIMBERLEY CDS -8AUG32. The return to NZ was by surface with no further markings applied.
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Figure 47: Reference cover for the South Africa - Kimberley section.
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South Africa — Victoria West

Cancelled with a TIMARU CDS 28 JE 32 1 45PM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1].
Unaltered address. 1/- 2d rate. Cancelled with a VICTORIA WEST CDS 7AUGB32. The return to NZ

was by surface with no further markings applied.

Figure 48: Reference cover for the South Africa - Victoria West section.
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South Africa — Cape Town

Cancelled with an AUCKLAND FM.B CDS 29 JE 32 1—AM. First flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume
2 [1]. Unaltered address. 1/- 2d rate. Cancelled with a CAPE TOWN 27 CDS -7AUG32-6-0P.M. The
return to NZ was by surface with no further markings applied.
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Figure 49: Reference cover for the South Africa - Cape Town section.
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Periods of Retention for the Poste Restante service within the destina-
tion country

The Universal Postal Union (UPU) convention prior to this 1932 service was the London 1929 con-
ference (7) where it stated in Part Ill, Provisions Regarding Correspondence, Chapter |, General
Provisions.

‘Article 50. Redirection. Undelivered Correspondence. [13]

(3) The period of retention for correspondence held at the disposal of the addressees or ad-
dressed ’poste restante” is fixed by the rules of the country of destination. This period may not,
however, exceed two months as a general rule, except in particular cases when the Administration
of destination considers it necessary to prolong the period exceptionally up to a maximum of four
months. The return to the country of origin must take place within a shorter period if the sender has
requested it by a note on the address side in a language known in the country of destination.

(7) In case of redirection to another country or of non-delivery, the “poste restante” fee, the cus-
toms clearance fee, the complementary express fee, and the special fee for delivery of small packets
to the addressees are cancelled.’

As stated in Clause (3) above, the retention period is fixed by the country of destination which
would very much explain the wide range of dates that are encountered in Table 1, which subse-
quently influences the final delivery dates shown in Table 2. It would appear Egypt had virtually no
retention period whereas Portuguese East Africa was amongst the longest.

Even mail to the same destination such as Dodoma have differing periods although this would
suggest the addressee noted such as ‘Poste Restante’ service versus ‘c/o Postmaster’ on figures 32-
33. No formal UPU regulations covered the c/o addressee as against the recognised 'Poste Restante’
service. The exception to this was the Beira, Mozambique cover where for some reason the cover
was returned via the United Kingdom which resulted in the longest transit period back to NZ finally
arriving on the 24th January 1933 some 211 days after posting from Timaru.

UPU regulations regarding unclaimed mail

The Universal Postal Union (UPU) convention prior to this 1932 service was the London 1929 con-
ference (7) where it stated in Part V, Despatch and receipt of correspondence, Chapter 1.

‘Article 47. Undelivered Correspondence. [13]

I. Before returning to the Office of origin correspondence which for any reason has not been de-
livered, the office of destination must indicate in a clear and concise manner, in the French language,
on the back of each article, the cause of the non-delivery in the following form inconnu, refuses, en
voyage, parti, non reclame, decede (" not known, ” ” refused, ” ” travelling, gone away, not
claimed, ” ” deceased ), or a similar expression. As regards post-cards and printed papers in the
form of cards, the reason for non-delivery is indicated on the right-hand half of the address side. The
indication is made by the impression of a stamp or by affixing a label. Each Office has the option of
adding a translation, in its own language, of the cause of non-delivery, and any other useful particu-
lars. The office of destination must then strike out the name of the place of first destination and add
the word Retour at the side of the date-stamp impression of the office of origin. It must also impress
its date-stamp on the back of letters and on the address side of post-cards.’

5 o A
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I Location Country Dispatch Point  Date |

Assuit Egypt Port Said 08/08/32
Assuan Egypt Port Said 05/08/32
Cairo Egypt Port Said 01/08/32
Khartoum Sudan Port Sudan 19/09/32
Malakal Sudan Port Said 01/09/32
Juba Sudan Port Said 15/09/32
Kisumu Kenya Nairobi 16/08/32
Dodoma Tanganyika Dar es Salaam  ?0/08/32
Dodoma Tanganyika Dar es Salaam 25/08/32
Mbeya Tanganyika Dar es Salaam 21/09/32
Beira Mozambique London FS 13/12/32
Lorenzo Marques Portuguese East Africa  Johannesburg  09/12/32

Table 1: Points of Return to New Zealand for the ‘Poste Restante’ letters by Surface Mail in North to
South order

I Location Country Date Cancellation |

Dodoma Tanganyika 28/09/32 Dead Letter Office Wellington
Zomba Nyasaland  28/09/32 Dead Letter Office Wellington
Johannesburg South Africa 28/09/32 Dead Letter Office Wellington

Mombasa Kenya 11/10/32 Auckland
Dodoma Tanganyika 14/10/32 Dead Letter Office Wellington
Kisumu Kenya 01/11/32 Dead Letter Office Wellington
Lorenzo Marques Nairobi 10/01/33 Dead Letter Office Wellington
Beira Mozambique 24/01/33 Dead Letter Office Wellington

Table 2: Final Delivery Dates within New Zealand in date order.

As per the post office regulations at the time all correspondence not delivered was directed to
the Dead Letter Office at the GPO Wellington to be processed apart from the Mombasa cover where
for some reason it picked up an Auckland cancellation.

Summary
This article has only been made possible by having examples of the majority of all known sections.

This has allowed a detailed examination of all the characteristics including the receiving cancella-
tions, the return surface cancellations and the final NZ cancellations on the ‘Poste Restante’ covers
to extract the information shown on Tables 1 and 2.

The fate of the Sudanese mails has always been a mystery and although Walker made an attempt
to explain this particular issue in Volume 2 [1] it was based on the information available at the date
of publication (1986). From undertaking further research using internet search tools that were not
available at the time it has now been possible to refine his comments, correct where appropriate or
to put forward alternative opinions.

This has also given the opportunity to review the relevant section of Volume 2 [1] in order to up-
date accordingly.

It is also apparent that many of the destination countries did not adhere to the UPU regulations

of the time regarding unclaimed mail and the use of ‘unclaimed’, ‘return to sender’ cachets or retour
protocols. All of the covers illustrated display varying degrees of compliance or simply none at all.
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Proposed Amendments to the Airmails of New Zealand Volume 2 [1]
(1986)

Volume 2 [1] by Doug Walker remains a very important reference but should be updated to reflect the
new information contained in this article. The sections that require amendments/updating are listed
below in page order.

Page 121 - Mail for Persia paragraph needs to be updated with the information in Section 4. The
existing information in Volume 2 [1] always sounded a bit tenuous but the termination date of the
Junkers contract is quite conclusive [8].

Page 122 - Mail for Egypt paragraph needs to be amended to include the details on the revised
‘link service’ in Section 4 and figure 8.

Page 121/123 - First Flight Cachet and the presence of this First Flight Cachet on a Cairo cover
(in error?). See section 7 (Egypt — Cairo with first flight cachet).

Page 123 - The Cairo Transit-Postmark paragraph needs to be updated to include Tanganyika as
shown by the addition of the Cairo Transit Postmark on the Moshi, Dodoma and Mbeya covers. See
section 6 (Tanganyika - Moshi, Tanganyika - Dodoma and Tanganyika — Mbeya). figures 31-32 and
34.

Page 124 - Mail for Sudan section updated to include my comments in Section 7 (The Sudan mail).

The aircraft used on the Cairo to Khartoum section was the Argosy mark Il ‘City of Coventry’ as
noted on the Southbound Flight No AS 74 timetable [9] and not the ‘City of Arundel’ noted by Walker
in Volume 2 [1].

Page 124 - The aircraft used on the Khartoum to Kisumu section was the Calcutta Flying Boat
‘City of Stonehaven’ as noted on the Southbound Flight No AS 74 timetable [9] and not the ‘City of
Khartoum’ noted by Walker in Volume 2 [1].

Page 125 - The aircraft used on the Kisumu to Johannesburg section was the DH66 Hercules
‘City of Karachi’ as noted on the Southbound Flight No AS 74 timetable [9].

The aircraft used on the Johannesburg to Cape Town section was the DH66 Hercules ‘City of
Delhi’ as noted on the Southbound Flight No AS 74 timetable [9].

Page 125 - Salisbury and Johannesburg covers sighted see Section 7 (Southern Rhodesia — Sal-
isbury and South Africa — Germiston (Johannesberg)).

Page 125 - some, if not all, the Mpika mails were over carried to Broken Hill. See Section 7
(Northern Rhodesia - Mpika).

Page 128 - Wellington Dispatches regarding the connection to Mombasa by Wilson Airways. Al-
though the Wellington Mails are not included within the scope of Part One it is clear that this service
was provided on the earlier Auckland flight as per Section 7 (Kenya — Nairobi and onwards to Mom-
basa by Wilson Airways).

Pages 120-126 — to update the whole section with the relevant receiving cancellations for all
known sections covered by this article.
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Future work

The confirmation of the official Sudanese ‘Poste Restante’ retention period. This would establish a
baseline for the ‘passed the fixed period’ notation on the Khartoum cover (Figure 22) and if estab-
lished would then narrow down the delay point of the Sudanese mail to either Wadi Halfa or Atbara.

The existence of covers from Atbara or Kosti with receiving cancellations would conclusively prove
or otherwise the two theories put forward for the Sudanese mails as noted above.

The existence of covers from the Wellington dispatch to Malakal and Juba of the 15th July 1932
would further confirm the receiving cancellation types on the Auckland dispatch (Figure 23 and 24).
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Imperial Airways Ltd.

A review of the First New Zealand Acceptances via the
Karachi-Cairo-Cape Town Services to Africa

Part Two
The Wellington Dispatch 15th July 1932

Peter H. A. Gilmour
April 6, 2025

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

Figure 50: Imperial Airways poster
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1. Introduction

The authoritative reference for the first New Zealand acceptance from Wellington via the Imperial
Air-ways Karachi — Cape Town service remains the excellent ‘Airmails of New Zealand the Oversea
Flights 1928-1940 Volume 2’ [1] by Doulas Walker pages 127 to 129. There is not much specific in-
formation on the individual African sections but a lot of the generic background is already mentioned
in the Auckland dispatch section pages 120 to 126. A lot of the content by Douglas Walker relates to
the coastal East Africa route from Nairobi to Mombasa, Tanga, Zanzibar and Dar-as-Salaam by Wil-
son Airways. This has been discussed under the Auckland dispatch namely the Nairobi to Mombasa
cover mentioned on page 29 to 30 (figure 30 refers) and the ‘Proposed Amendments to the Airmails
of New Zealand Volume 2 [1] - Page 128 on page 52. This section aims to update the details in
Volume 2 [1] with the information obtained from recent purchases together with research already
undertaken from the Auckland Dispatch (Part One)

2. The announcement

FIRST OFFICIAL ATR-MAIL FROM
WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND—
AFRICA.

Air-mail correspondence for countries
in Afriea, South of Egypt, via Indiz-
Egypt, Egypt-South Africa air servicea.
A mail will close at Wellington on Frl-

day, July 15, at 1 p.m.

Figure 51: Dominion, Volume 25, Issue 248, 15 July, Page 12

3. The rates

The rates were the same as the earlier Auckland dispatch (Part One)

4. The route

The mail was dispatched from Wellington on the 15th July on the RMS Manganui arriving Sydney on
the 19th July [14], it was then railed overland to Freemantle and embarked on the RMS Corfu on the
25th July to Colombo where it arrived on the 3rd August [15]. It was then sent overland to Karachi
which was the terminus for the Imperial Airways route to India.

It then connected with the IW75 service [7] from Karachi where it departed on Thursday 11th August
via Jask to Basra. It departed Basra on Friday 12th for Baghdad and then to Tiberias (Galilee) arriving
on Saturday the 13th August. Mail was off-loaded for Haifa and Jerusalem where it was delivered
on the same day. It then followed the revised link service route as noted under figure 5 to Cairo via
Ramleh arriving on the evening of Saturday the 13th August.
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AUSTRALIAN OUT TO-DAY

e

Mailg will close at Chief Post

Wellington, and between 9.30 a.m.

3 p.m. at Te Aro and Wellington East
Post Offices, as under, except late fee.
Packet and newspaper meil closes half an
hour before the time of closing erdinary
letter-mails s

TO-DAY,
Friday, July 15.

Great Britain, Ireland, and FEurope
(Que London August 20); also air-mail
correspondence (extra fes 7d. per § oz.),
via Karachi-London air-mall (due Lon-
don August 16) (eorrespondence to be
marked via Australia) per Maunganul, 1
p.m.; C.P.O. late fece, 2 p.m.; at steamer,
245 pm,

Australinn  States; Ceylon, India,
China, Japan, Straits Settlements, Egypt,
and Soath Africa, per Maugnganui, 1 pm.;
C.P.O. late fee, 2 pm.; at steamer, 2.45
p.m. Parcel mail for Australizn States
and East closes 11 a.m.

Figure 52: Dominion, Volume 25,Issue 248,15 July, Page 12 [13]

SERVICE IW 175

Karachi dep. 11 Aug. Hanno 1 day late
Jask dep. 11 Aug. Hanno

Galilee arr. 13 Aug.  Hanno 1 day late
Caire arr. 13 Aug.  Hanno

Galilee dep. 13 Aug.  Sylvanus

Rhodes arr 13 Aug.  Sylvanus

Brindisi arr 14 Aug.  Sylvanus

Croydon arr. 16 Aug.  Helena

This service carried the second despatch of mail from New
Zealand (Wellington) sent by sea to India.

Figure 53: specific timetable for the westbound IW175 service [9]
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5. The connection

It then connected with the 1A southbound AS76 service from Cairo to Cape Town commencing on the
14th August following the same route shown in figure 10 of the earlier Auckland dispatch on page 8.

FLIGHT NO. AS 76

Croydon dep. 10 Aug.

Brindisi dep. 12 Aug. Scipio

Alex. arr. 13 Aug. Scipio

W.Halfa dep. 15 Aug. C.Arundel

Khart. arr. 15 Aug. C.Arundel

Khart. dep. 16 Aug. C.Stoneh.

Juba dep. 17 Aug. C.Stoneh.

Kisumu arr. 17 Aug. C.Stoneh.

Kisumu dep. 17 Aug. C.Jodp.

Mbeya  dep. 19 Aug. CJodp.

Salis. dep. 20 Aug. C.Baghd.

CTown arr. 21 Aug. C.Baghd.

1) From Cairo, this service carried the first despatch of air
mail from Wellington (second from New Zealand).

2) This service carried mail to connect with Wilson Airways’
first Nairobi - Dar. Coastal Feeder Service (flown 18th).

3) This service carried first despatch of postcards from G.B.
at reduced air mail rate.

Figure 54: specific timetable for the southbound AS76 service [9]

6. The first flight cachet

| NEW 'LEP\LAND“*AF;”CA

FIRST OFFICIAL AIR MAIL,

¥

FROM WELL NGTON, 15th JULY, 1932.
BY INDIA-EGYPT, EGYPT-SOUTH AFRICA
AIR SERVICES.

Figure 55: Blue Green first flight cachet applied at Wellington to all destinations south of Egypt
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7. The flown covers by sections

The numbers flown from this Wellington dispatch were fewer than the Auckland dispatch earlier.
Walker states in Volume 2 [1] the following ‘Covers from the Wellington dispatch are much scarcer
than those from the Auckland acceptance as will be noted by comparing the respective checklists,
whilst it has been reported that the Wellington dispatch did not include correspondence for Egypt,
Sudan, Tanganyika, Mozambique or South West-Africa.

Walker also mentions that post office records have a total of 55 covers for the Uganda and Kenya
combined so it would appear that an authoritative post office source has been used.

There are two highlighted covers of special interest which are surrounded by a red border with
relevant comments in bold type, these covers are also mentioned in the Proposed Amendments to
the Airmails of New Zealand Volume 2 section.

Palestine — Hafia, Palestine to Cairo to Wadi Halfa, Egypt

Plain cover cancelled with a WELLINGTON CDS 15 JL 32 11 AM. 5d per Y20z rate. Blue Green
first flight cachet applied that was only supposed to have been applied to mail flown south
of Egypt. In addition this cover was delivered to Haifa, Palestine in error where it received a
HAIFA CDS 13 AU 32 due to the address being incorrectly noted as Wadi Halfa, Egypt as well
as Wadi Halfa being mistaken for Hafia. The reverse bears a CAIRO machine cancel 16 AUG 6
30AM, a SHELLAL-HALFA TPO CDE 20 AU 32 No 2, a return SHELLAL-HALFA TPO CDS 19 SP
32 No 2, a PORT SAID machine cancel 23 SEP 32 6-A and a final WELLINGTON DEAD LETTER
CDS 2 NO 32 1. No covers reported to Palestine, Egypt or Sudan.

BY AIR MAIL |-
PAR AVION
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Figure 56: Reference cover for Hafia, Palestine to Cairo to Wadi Halfa, Egypt.
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Egypt — Cairo (Port Said)

Plain cover cancelled with a WELLINGTON CDS 14 JL 32 125PM. 1 AM. 5d per 20z rate. No first
flight cachet as per AMNZ Volume 2 [1]. Route in manuscript at the bottom with a receiving CAIRO
1? AU 23 4-5PM and a PORT SAID machine cancel 14 AUG 32 530A. The Port Said cancellation
must be the 13th August which was the date the mail reached Cairo. Note the same addressee as
Figure 16 shown from the Auckland dispatch. No covers reported to Cairo (Port Said).

ECyPr. SO0v7H AFRICA A/R MATLC,

WS\ | oo n] e e 2

—r

78 Bl ka2 Dasaawe ! 49

L] '.‘ ..,
_ - oY ‘c";c-r]r/ﬂ, e P Aﬁ
o Biga'ay i R -

s,

Figure 57: Reference cover to Cairo (Port Said).
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Uganda or Kenya and onwards to Ethiopia by surface

lllustrated cover with three WELLINGTON CDS 15 JL 32 1015AM with the route in typescript. The
rate of 10d was sufficient for the air transit to Uganda or Kenya and the additional 2 2d postage was
for the non UPU surface rate to Ethiopia. The reverse bears a receiving PORT SAID machine cancel
14 AUG 32 1215PM which must have been an incoming cancellation as the mail arrived at Cairo on

the 13th. Blue Green cachet applied to the reverse

e "’Mr’ﬂ

Figure 58:

Addis -A.b eba,

Ethiopia
ﬁBYSéINIA.

By FIRST OFFICIAL AIR MAIL

NEW ZEALAND to AFRICA

ALAND =4 ,:_;;lf. UA
=) ..\ 1 _‘_\ - 'q __. |
s | | oStk eszaas V | =i, 2
= = | e s -.-..' .,_‘
\.‘,'. . /? E ‘r‘;?'ﬁ fy’T j \\- - . .3"#(‘(}-\”:;-/, |
 Fop e o S S B, |

Reference cover to Uganda or Kenya and onwards to Ethiopia.
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Uganda or Kenya and onwards to Ethiopia by surface

Plain cover with three WELLINGTON CDS 15 JL 32 1015AM with the route in red typescript. The
rate of 10d was sufficient for the air transit to Uganda or Kenya and the additional 2 2d postage was
for the non UPU surface rate to Ethiopia. The reverse bears a receiving PORT SAID machine cancel
14 AUG 32 1215PM which must have been an incoming cancellation as the mail arrived at Cairo on
the 13th. Blue Green cachet applied to the reverse.

i il o
t 'IJq.. S?,M.Dq.ﬁ
[}

Lia. \\ /
~E£46 A,F,Colson, ‘A‘,Z"

Addia-Abeba, il
Ethiopia,

ABYSBINTIA AR,

MALLy NEW ZRHALAND to AWKICL,

- ]
.‘)lI (]
L
JiE “ i)

i

Figure 59: Reference cover to Uganda or Kenya and onwards to Ethiopia.
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Kenya - Nairobi

Blue Air Mail envelope cancelled with two DANNEVIRKE CDS 13 JL 32 1045AM and a DANNEVIRKE
machine cancel JL 13 10-45A. 11d per Y20z rate. The reverse bears an unclear CAIRO CDS 1?7 AU
4-5PM and a receiving NAIROBI CDS 17 AU 6PM. Blue Green cachet applied to the reverse.

Figure 60: Reference cover to Nairobi.
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Southern Rhodesia - Bulawayo and onwards to Lagos

Blue Air Mail envelope cancelled with three DANNEVIRKE CDS 13 JL 32 1045AM and a DAN-
NEVIRKE machine cancel JL 13 10-45A. 12d per 20z rate. The reverse bears the blue green first
flight cachet but no further markings, it is presumed that mail was off-loaded at Bulawayo and send
by surface to Lagos, Nigeria.

Figure 61: Reference cover to Bulawayo.
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South Africa — Cape Town

[llustrated cover cancelled with three WELLINGTON CDS 15 JL 32 1015AM with the route in black

typescript. 1/- 2d rate per 20z rate. The reverse bears a receiving CAPE TOWN CDS 21 AU 32
7-PM and the Blue Green first flight cachet.

ir R.S. RARATRT
C/o W.Davidason Eaq.
Box 893,

Cape Town,
S.AFRICA,

' =

IRST OFFICIAL AIR MAIL

NEW ZEALAND to AFRICA,

Figure 62: Reference cover to Cape Town.
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South Africa — Cape Town

Commonwealth Bank of Australia cover cancelled with two CHRISTCHURCH CDS 14 JL 32 330PM.

1/- 2d rate per 20z rate. The reverse bears a receiving CAPE TOWN CDS 21 AU 32 7-0 PM with the
Blue Green first flight cachet applied to the front.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

A !l'-,hl —AFRIN
new TEALAND ""Ifr“fnt,'_,q

FIRET OFMCIAL AIR M

FROM WELL'NGTON, 15th JULY, 1832
BY INDW-EGYPT, EGYPT-50UTH AFRICA
AR BERVICES.

IF HOT CLAIMED WITHIN SEVEN DAYS
PLEASE RETURN TO
THE COMMERCIAL BANK OF AUSTRALIA LIMITED

Figure 63: Reference cover to Cape Town.
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Periods of Retention for the Poste Restante service within the destina-
tion country

The Universal Postal Union (UPU) convention prior to this 1932 service was the London 1929 con-
ference (7) where it stated in Part Ill, Provisions Regarding Correspondence, Chapter |, General
Provisions

‘Article 50. Redirection. Undelivered Correspondence. [12]

(3) The period of retention for correspondence held at the disposal of the addressees or ad-
dressed 'poste restante” is fixed by the rules of the country of destination. This period may not,
however, exceed two months as a general rule, except in particular cases when the Administration
of destination considers it necessary to prolong the period exceptionally up to a maximum of four
months. The return to the country of origin must take place within a shorter period if the sender has
requested it by a note on the address side in a language known in the country of destination.

(7) In case of redirection to another country or of non-delivery, the "poste restante” fee, the cus-
toms clearance fee, the complementary express fee, and the special fee for delivery of small packets
to the addressees are cancelled.’

As stated in Clause (3) above the retention period is fixed by the country of destination.

There is only one Poste Restante illustrated in the Wellington dispatch which is Wadi Halfa, Sudan,
Figure 56, which gives the point of return to New Zealand as PORT SAID on the 23rd September
1932 and the final delivery date to New Zealand as the 2nd November 1932.

UPU regulations regarding unclaimed mail

The Universal Postal Union (UPU) convention prior to this 1932 service was the London 1929 con-
ference (7) where it stated in Part V, Despatch and receipt of correspondence, Chapter 1

‘Article 47. Undelivered Correspondence. [12]

I. Before returning to the Office of origin correspondence which for any reason has not been de-
livered, the office of destination must indicate in a clear and concise manner, in the French language,
on the back of each article, the cause of the non-delivery in the following form inconnu, refuses, en
voyage, parti, non reclame, decede (” not known, ” ” refused, travelling, gone away, not
claimed, ” ” deceased ), or a similar expression. As regards post-cards and printed papers in the
form of cards, the reason for non-delivery is indicated on the right-hand half of the address side. The
indication is made by the impression of a stamp or by affixing a label. Each Office has the option of
adding a translation, in its own language, of the cause of non-delivery, and any other useful particu-
lars. The office of destination must then strike out the name of the place of first destination and add
the word Retour at the side of the date-stamp impression of the office of origin. It must also impress
its date-stamp on the back of letters and on the address side of post-cards.’

Pl 5 Pl

There is only one ‘undelivered cover’ illustrated in the Wellington dispatch which is the Cairo (Port
Said) cover Figure 57. Other than the original address being crossed out and the abbreviation ‘PTO’
being applied there are no other markings which conform to the UPU regulations.
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Proposed Amendments to the Airmails of New Zealand Volume 2 [1]
(1986)

Volume 2 [1] by Doug Walker remains a very important reference but should be updated to reflect the
new information contained in this article. The sections that | consider require amendments/updating
are listed below in page order

Page 127 — Addition of a brief summary regarding the route taken including the IW75 and con-
necting AS76 service.

Page 127 — Addition of the known covers to Palestine and Sudan, Figure 56, and the one to Cairo
shown in Figure 57.

Page 128 — Mention of the earlier trial? service prior to the official inauguration of the Nairobi to
Mombasa connection by Wilson Airways as detailed in the Auckland section Figure 30.

Page 129 — Addition on the ‘First Acceptances from Wellington via’ table of the Haifa, Palestine
to Cairo to Wada Halfa, Sudan cover, Figure 56, and the Cairo cover Figure 57.

Future work

The addition of further known sections would enhance the existing knowledge base of the Wellington
dispatch and provide further specific destination information such as receiving cancellations and/or
‘Poste Restante’ or ‘undelivered * markings.

The existence of covers to Malakal and Juba would further confirm the receiving cancellations
illustrated on pages 23 and 24 of the earlier Auckland dispatch.
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