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AN ACT to regulate the Postal Service of 
the· Colony of New Zealand. 

L 26th Jttne, 1858,] 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand, 
in Parliament a&sembled, and by the anthority of the same, aEi 
follows: 

I. Every Law 01' Regulation heretofore made in the Colony 
whether by .A ct or Ordinance of anyone of the several Legislatures 
thereof, or by Proclamatioll or otherwise, for any of the purposes 
comprised in this A ct, is hereby repealed and revoked. 

II. It shall be lawful for the Governor to establish sueh Post 
offices throughou~ the Colony as may from time to time be required., 
and at any time to aholish allY Post office already establis~ed, or 
to lie hereafter i::~tab}ished under this Act, 

III. It shall also be lawful for the Governor, in the name and 
on behalf of Her Majesty, fro~ time to time to appoint and 
re~ove a rostmaster General, and to a.ppoint and remove, 
such Postmasters, Officers, Clerks, Letter~carriers, Servants, Mes­
sengers, and oth~ perso'tls a.s may be required for the conduct of 
the business at the various Post Offices throughout the Colony. 

IV. It shall be lawful for the Governor from time to time, by 
writing under his hand, to delegate to the Postmaster General, all 
or any of the powers vested in the Governor by this Act, except 
such powers as are conferred upon the Governor in Council, and 
such powers as are conferred by clause 22 of this Act, and snch 
delegatio~ fi-olll time to time to alterl or revoke, as 4e shall think; 
fit. 

V. Every Postmaster and other Post Officer shall before 
the exercise QY him of the duties of his of1ice, take and 
subscribe n Declaration before one of Her Majesty's Justices 
of the Peace, (which Declaration every Justice of the Peace is 
herebY authorised and required to administer) in the form in the 
S~hed~le to this Aot. 

Governor may require VI. Every person appointed under this Act may be required by 
lecurities . from per- the Governor to gi ve such security as he Dlay direct fo .... the due and 
sons appomted under. • ' • 
this aot. faithful dIscharge of the dutIes of the office to W4ICh such person 

Governor may estab­
lish posts. 

may be appointed. 

VII. It shall be lawful for the Governor from time to time, to 
establish Posts or Postal Communications within the said Colony, 
and to alter or annul ~ny of the Posts or Postal Communications 
already or to be hereafter established. 
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VIII. It shall be lawful for the Governor in Council Govemor tp fi~ rjlt~1 
f b bl' of pc.&tage• rom time to time, by Proclamation, to e pu lsned in 
the New Zealand Gazette, to fix, alter, and aboli.sh the 
rates of Postage at any time, payable within the Colony, 
for the transmission of Letters by Post, either between 
places within New Zealand, or tQ or from places beyond seas. 
and at what time the same sha11 be paid, and the Postage so made 
payable shall be charged and paid accordingly. ' 

IX. It shall be lawful for the Goyernor in CounciJ, Govemor may mah 
f: . . kId I' rules for regulati ng rom time to tIme. to rna e ru es an regu atlOns post.om,ce $eryice. 
for the managing of the several Post oftices. for the 
receiving, dispatching, conveying and delivering of Letters. 
(including the imposition of fees for private boxes or deliveries), 
for the detaining, opening, and return, or other rlisposal of irregu-
larly posted, ~nclaimed, and refused Letters, or such as from allY 
cause whatever cannot be delivered or forwarded, and the contents 
thereof respectively, and for the publication of the lists of the sa~e, 
for the making, custody, and sale of Postage labels, for the receiving 
and paying of money in connection with the said Postal service, 
and for the conduct of Post Ofticers, and any such rules and reg)l-
~ations at any time in force, to alter, vary, or revoke. 

X. For the purpose of gi ving effect to the rules and regula- GoverJ?Qf ma, impoH 
tions so to be made. it shall be lawful for the Governor in Council, penalties. 
to impose any penalty not exceeding £10, for anyone offence 
against such rules an d regulations, 

XI. It shall be lawful for the Governor to make pr Gomnor may lDab 

t b d t 'th th t't t d arrangements for cause 0 e ma e, arrangemen s WI e cons 1 u e au- iransmi8$ion of 
thorities in. England, or in any of Her Majesty's Colonies, mone! tbro!1gh po~t. 
for the transmission through the medium of the Post of any 
money to or from any place whatsoever, and for the delivery bond 
payment of the same, and to establish rates of pa,yment for such 
transmission, and' to maJm such rules and regulations as may Pe 
expedient or necessary for carrying such arrangements iq.to effect. 

xu: It shall be lawful for the Governor to appoint such agents 
to defray such expenses, and to make all such payments, and to 

\ do or cause to be done, all such acts as may be necessary to give 
.full effect to any such arrangements. 

XIII. Any person who shall send any Letter by P<?st ~hall be 
entitled to have the same registered at such Post Oftices as the 
Governor shall at any time appoint for that purpose, upon the pay­
ment of such registration rate, in addition to the other rates 
payable under or by virtue of this Act, as the Governor in 
Council shall from time to time direct: Provided always, that 
such registration shall not render any Post Ofticer or the Postal 
revenue in any manner liable for the loss of any such Letter or 
the contents thereof. 

Power to dct all neees­
sary acts to !live effect 
to ~uch arrangementa. 

Lett~r~ may b,e reJi.­
teredo 

XIV. It shall be lawful for th.e Postmaster General (if he Receipts mayb~ giv"" 
",han think fit) to direct that in case a receipt for any let$ers for le~teJ"~ 

i .. 
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brought to any Post Office to be forwarded by the Post shall be 
required, a printed or written receipt shall be given for the same, 
in such form as the Postmaster General shall appoint, at the 
expense of the person requiring the same, aud the charge for the 
receipt shall be fixed at sue h amount, and shall be collected or p,tid 
at such time and in such manner as the Governor in 
Council shall from time te time direct; and the letters for 
which such receipt may be required, shall be delivered 
to the Post Office, and shall also be delivered fl'om 
the Post Office under and subject to all such regulations in every 
respect as the Postmaster General shall from time to time appoint ;' 
but the giving of such receipt shall not render any Post Officer, or 
the Postal revenue liable for the loss of any such Letter or the con­
tents thereof. 

PastmllstC't" General X V. It shall be lawful for the Postmaster General under such 
may make contracts • • h h 11 f t' t t' , f th G 
flJr mails. InstructIOns as e s a rom lme 0 lme receive rom e overnor, 

to enter into any contract in writing from time to time on behalf ot 
the Government of New Zealand, in the name of the Postmaster, 
General, for, or in respect of the carriage or conveyance of Mails 
by sea and by land, subject in all respects to such terms and condi­
tionfl as he may think fit ; and the Postmaster General for the time 
being may sue or be sued on any such contract: Provided alwayS' 
that no Postmaster General shall be personally Hable in respect of 
any such contract. 

Letters not to be car- XVI. No Letter shall be carried for hire or reward; other· 
~;dp!~~. hire except wise than by Post, and if any such Letter shall be carried 

or be sent or taken charge of, for the purpose of being so 
carried . or conveyed by any person, (not being a Post Officer) 
and the person 80 sending or conveying such Letter 61' taking 
charge of the same for such carriage or conveyance, shall for every 
sllch Letter forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding £20 ; and every 
such Letter sent or carried or taken charge of to be carried, 
otherwise than by Post, shall be deemed in any prosecution 
for this offence to have been for hire or reward, unless the contrary 
shall be shewn by the defendant, 

EXlreptions. XVII. Provided always that nothing in the last preceding 
clause shall extend to any Letter exceeding 16 ounces aVQirdu­
pois in weight, nor to any Letter concerning goods, and sent 
with such goods, and to be delivered therewith, nor containing 
any writ or proceeding out of any Court of Justice, or any Deed, 
Conveyance, Affidavit, or Letter of Attorney, nor to any Letter 
sent by any person concerning his or her private affairs 
by any special messenger, nor to any Letter bona fide sent or 
carried to or from the nearest Post Office, nor to any Newspaper 
or Book, or to any copy of Votes and Proceedings of the Imperial 
Parliament, or of the General Assembly of New Zealand, or of 
nlly of the Legislatures of the several Provinces thereof; or of any 
British Colony. 

Dangerous substances X VII I. No person shall post or cause to be posted or send or 
!llll to be lent by post. I'" cause to be sent, or tender or de lver In'order to be sent by the 

Post any Letter containing any explosive or other dangerous rna-



21° & 22° VICTORlJE No. 15. 

Post Office. 

terial or substance, and any person who shall commit any 
one of such offences shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanour 
and be liable to be punished by fin€' or imprisonment, 01' both; 
and no such Letter shall be forwarded by the Post. 

XIX. If any person shall send to or put into or cause to be sent to 
or put into any Post Office, any Letter purporting to he entitled to 
exemption from postage, or in respect of its contents to be entitled 
to be sent at a lower than the ordinary rate of postage, but which 
Letter to the knowledge of such person 5hall not be so entitled, 
the person so offending shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding ,£20. 

XX. The Postmaster General a.nd every Postmaster shall be 
entitled to examine any Printed Paper, or any Packet which shall 
be sent by the Post, as exempt from postage, or entitled to be sent 
at less than the ordinary rate of postage) without a cover or 
in a cover open at the sides, in order to discover whether it is in 
-conformit, with the regulations. 

XXI. Every question which shall arise whEther any such printed 
paper or packet is entitled t-o 'the privilege of b~ing sent free or 
at a reduced rate of Postage, may be referred to the determination 
of the Postmaster General, whose decision shall be final. 

XXII. It shall be lawful for the Governor by a warrant 
nnder his hand, to direct the Postmaster General or any Postmaster 
or other Post Officer to open, detain, or delay any Post 
Letter, for any purpose in such warrant mentioned, and such 
Postmaster Genera.l, Postmaster, or other Post Officer is hereby 
authorised and required to act in obedience to such warrant. 

XXIIf. In aU cases in which the postage of any Letter 
snaH not have been paid by the Sender thereof, and the pel'son 
to whom such Letter shall be addressed shall upon receiving the 
same and paying the postage thereof be desirous to reject such Letter 
,and to compel the Sender thereof to pay such posta,ge, it shall be 
lawful for thf' Postmaster-General, subject to any Regulations the 
Governor in Council shall think fit to make, to cause such postage 
to, be returned to the person by whom it shall have been paid, 
'and to charge the same to the Sender of such Letter, 
.and also the additional postage of returning the same, and in 
every such case the Sender of such Letter shall pay the postage of 
sending and also of returning the same, to be sued for and 
r~covered in the name of the Postmaster-General: Provided that 
nothing herein contained shal1 operate to release the party to 
whon. any such Letter shall be originally addressed from his liability 
to pay the postage thereof upon the delh-ery of such letter to him. 
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XX 1 V. Upon any trial or hearing of any action or proceeding P~st office shmp to he 

for the recovery of any postaae the prod uction of any Letter in ~V1de(~ce flf letters b" 
t:> , mg rejected, &c. 

l'eSpect of which such postage shall be sought to be recovered having 
thereupon a Post Office stamp or mark denoting that such Letter 
had been refused or rejected, or that the person to whom any such 
Letter had been addressed was dead or could not be found, shall be 
prima facie evidence of the refus:)!' or rejection of such Letter, or 
that such person was dead or could not be found according to the 
import lind meaning of the said Post Office stamp or mark 
thereon. 
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l\f3ste~s of vess~)s to XXV. The master of every vessel about to proceed from any 
give ttmely nouce of • • 
intended departure. port to any other port,shall gtve at least twenty·four hours notIce at 

the Post OBbe at such port of his intended departure, and if the 
vessel does not sail at the time appointed, shall also give timely 
notice of any alteration as to the period of her departure, so as to 
enable the Postmaster or other Post Officer to be prepared 
to dispatch mails on board such ve~sel, and if any such 
master shall refuse, fail, or neglect to give such notice, 
he shall for every such offence forfeit and pay a penalty not ex­
ceeding £100. 

:Mas~ersofvesse)s~ro- XXVI. The master of every vessel about to proceed from 
ceedmg.to place wlth- any place within three miles from any Post Office to any other 
ill 3 miles from any • •• • .' 
Po~t office to give place withm three mIles from any Post Office wlthm the Colony, 
nO.lce. shall give timely notice at such first mentioned Post Office of 

his intended departure, so as to enable the Postmaster to 
forward mails by such vessel, and if any master shall refuse, 
fail, or neglect to give such notice, he shaH for every such 
offence forfeit and pny a penalty not exceeding £ lOO: Pro­
vided always that the Governor in Council may from time t() 
time exempt from the operation of this clause, vessels engaged 
in trading between particular places within the Colony, Ot· any 
vessels belonging to or owned by aboriginal Natives. 

Officer of Customs XXVII. The Post Officer at the Post Office at which any 
W 3Y refuse cle~rance notice of intended departure shall be given under the 25th 
unless a certificate • f h' A h II d d' h . . 
Ibat notice has been sectIOn 0 t IS ct, sa, on eman, gll'e to t e master glvmg 
given to the POllt such notice a certificate in writing of the day and hour when 
Office be produced. '.. . 

the same was gIven, and It shall be lawful for the proper Officer 
()f Customs to refuse a clearance of the vessel in respect of 
which no such certificate shall be produced to him. 01' when it 
shall appear to him from such certificate that due notice as 
required by this Act has not been given at the Post Office. 

Mastm of Yrl9Sels XXVIII. Every master or person in charge of any: yessel about 
bound to carry mails. to sail fr9m any place within the Colony, shall receive on board any 

mail which shall be tendered to him by any Post Officer, and shall 
ifrequiretl give a written receipt for the same, and shaH cause a 
description of such mail to be entered upon the Custom house 
manifest, and shall carefully deposit such mail in some secure and 
dry place on board such vessel, and shall convey the same upon the 
then intended voyage, and every such master or person who shall 

Penalty for refusing. offend against an! of the provisions of this c!ause, shall for every 
such offence, be hable to a penalty not exceedmg £100. 

Delivery of Mails on XXIX. All Mail bags and all loose letters, except 
arrivalofves.el. such as are described in clause XVII of this Act, which 

at the time of the arrival of any vessel at any port or place, 
within the colony, shall be on board such vessel, directed to any 
person within the colony, shall be delivered on demand to the 
Postmaster or other Post Officer at such port, or place, who is 
hereby authorised to give a receipt for the same; A nd any master 
or other person belonging to any such vessel having charge of any 
such Mail or letter, who shall refuse or neglect to deliver the same 
on demand as aforesaid, or shall detain or pl'lrmit the detention of the 
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same on board such V'essel, or shall not use due diligence in the 
delivery thereof, as well as for the secure and dry custody of the 
same, while it shall be in his charge, shall forfeit and pay for 
every such offence, a penalty not exceeding £100. 
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xxx. AllY master, passenger, or other person, who shall 
knowingly or negligently, detain or delay on board such 
vessel, or keep in his possession any Mail bag or any Letter 
(lia.ble to postage) after the master shall have sent any of the 
Letters brought by his vessel to the Post Office, shall forfeit 
and pay for every such Mail bag and Letter so delayed, detained, 
or kept, any sum not exceeding .£10, ani if after snch demand 
made as aforesaid. shaJI forfeit and pay for every such Mail bag 
and Letter so delayed, detained, or kept, a penalty not exceeding 
£100. 

Penalty for detentioll 
of mail or letter. 

XXXI. The master of any vessel arriving at any port, in the Declaration by .nas. 

Colony, at which there is any Post Office, shall as soon as practi- ~e:l: of vessels on arri. 

cable thereafter, subscribe a declaration in the presence of the Post. 
master, or Post Officer at such port, or the town or 
place adjacent thereto, in the form or to the effect 
following-that is to say-" J, A. fl., master of the (state 
the name of the vessel) arrived from (state the place) do 
solemnly declare that I have to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
delivered to (C. D.) the person dnly authorised to receive delivery 
theroof, every Mail bag and Letter that was on board the said vessel, 
except such Letters as are not required by law to be sent by post," 
and thereupon the Postmaster,or Post Officer taking such declaration 
sh:'lll grant a certificate under his hand of the making thereof, and 
until such certificate shall ha.ve heen produced to the Collector or 
other proper Officer of Customs at such port, he shall not permit 
such vessel to report; and allY master failing or refusing to make 
such declaration, or making a false declaration, shall forfeit and pay 
a penalty not exceeding £100. 

XXXII. It shall be lawful for the Go"ernor in Council Gratuities to maslers 

from time to time to fix the amount of Gratuities to he paid ~!;::7~a~:."onn'..,. 
to the masters of vessels for the conveyance of mails or letters, and 
the several Postmasters throughout the colony shall pay such 
Gratuities accordingly. 

XXXIII. If any Postmaster, or Post Officer, shall wilfully 
neO'lect or fail to deliver, or shall retard the delivery of any Mail 
or °Letter, he shall for every such ofi'f>nce forfeit and pay a penalty 
not exceeding £100. 

XXXIV. Any person employed in the carrying, conveyin!!, or de­
livering of any Mail or Post Letter, who shall negligently lose any 
such Mail or Post Letter whilst in his charge, shall, whether the 
same shall or shall not he afterwards recovered, forfeit and pay for 
every such offence a penalty not exceeding £20. 

Penalty on Post Offi­
cer for detention of 
mail or letter. 

Penally for negligent. 
ly losing letteu. 

XXXV. If the driver of a.ny carriage or vehicle whatsoever nsed Penalty on mail car­

for the conveyance of a Mail, or any per~on in charge of a Mail, riers, &c., for delay, 
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whether conveyed by a carriagfl or vehicle, or on horseback or on 
foot, shall loiter on the foad or wilfully mis-spend or lose time, so 
as to retard the arrival of the Mail at its proper destination, or 
shall not in all possible cases convey such Mail at the speed fixed 
by the Postmaster General for the conveyance thereof, unless pre­
vented by unavoidable circumstances, then, and in every such case, 
the driver or the person in charge (as the case may be) so offending, 
shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding £50 for every such 
offence. 

XXXVI. The Postrriaster General shall from time to time cause 
aU such postage labels to be made and sold, as may be convenient 
for the prepayment of the rates of postage from time to time 
established under this Act. 

XXXVII. Every person who shall commit anyone of the 
following offences, shall on being convicted thereof, be adjudged 
guilty of felony, and shall be liable at the discretion of the Court, 
to be sentenced to penal servitude for any term not exceeding Ten 
years, or less than two; namely,-Every person 

1. Who shall forge or counterfeit or cause or procure to be 
forged or counterfeited any die, plate, or other instrument 
or any part of any die, plate, or other instrument which 
has been or shall or may be provided, made, or used by, 
or under the direction of the Postmaster General, or by 
or under the direction of any person or persons legally 
authorised in that behalf, for the purpose of €xpressing 
or denoting any of thf' l"ates or duties whi~h shall be 
charged under or by virtue of this Act. 

2. Or who shall forge, counterfeit, or imitate, or cause or 
procure to be forged, counterfeited, or irr.itated, the 
stamp, mark, or impression of any such die, plate, or 
other instrument, which ha,s been or shall or may be 
provided, made, or used as aforesaid, upon any paper or 
other substance Or material whatever. 

3. Or who shall knowingly and without lawful excuse (the 
proof whereof shall be on the person accused) have in his 
possession any fulse, forged, or ~ollnterfeit die, plate, or 
other instrument, or part of Any such die, plate, or other 
instrument resembling or intended to resemble either 
wholly, or in part any die, plate, or o~her instrument 
which has been or shall or may be provided, made, or 
used ~s aforesaid. 

4. Or who shall stamp or mark, or cause or procure to be 
stamped or marked any paper or other substance or 
material whatsoever with any such false forged or 
counterfeit die, plate, or other instrument, or part of any 
such die, plate, or other instrument. 

5. Or who shall use, utter, sell, or expose to sale, or shall cause 
or procure to be usea, uttered, sold, or exposed for sale, 
or shall knowin~ly and without lawful excuse (the proof 
whereof shall be on the person accused) have in his 
possession any paper or other substance or material 
having thereon the impression, or any part of the 

• 
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impression of any such false, forged. or counterfeit die, 
plate, or other instrument, or part of any such die, plate, 
or other instrument, as aforesllid, or having thereon al'ly 
false, forged, or counterfeit stamp or impression resembling 
.or representing either wholly or in part, or intended or 
1iable to pass or be mistaken for any stamp, mark, or 
impression of any sllch die, plate, or other instrument. 
which has been, or shall or may be so provided, made or 
used as aforesa.id, knowing such false, _ forged, or 
ceunterfeit stamp, mark, or impression, to b~ false, forged 
or counterfeit. 

~. Or whe flhall with intent to defraud her Majesty, privately or 
fraudulently use, or cause to be privately or fraudulently 
used, any die-plate or .other instrument so provided, made, 
.or used, or hereafter to be provided, made, or used as 
aforesaid, or shan with such intent privately or fraudulently 
stamp or mark, or cause, or precure to be stamped, or 
·marked, any paper or .other substance or material whatso­
ever with any such die plate or other instrument. 

7 .. Or who shall knowingly and without lawful excuse (the 
proof whereof shall lie on the person accused) have in 
his possession any paper or other substance or material so 
privately or fraudulently stamped or marked as aforesaid. 
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XXXVIII. Every person who shall commit anyone of the Penalties for removal, 

e>ffences following shall on being convicted thereof. forfeit and pay &c., of postage label. 
• , or stamps alread,1 

.a penalty not exceedmg £50, namely,-Every person used. 

1. Who shall fraudulently get off or remove, or cause, or pro­
cure to be gotten off, or removed from any Letter, or 
cover or any paper or other substance, or rnateIial, an y 
postage label, .or the stamp or impression of any die, plate, 
.or other instrument so provided, made o!' used, .or hereafter 
to be provided made or used as aforesaid, with intent 
to use, join, fix, or place such postage label, stamp, or 
impression for, with, .or upon any other J~etter, cov~r, 
paper, or ether substance or material. 

2. Or who shall fraudulently use, join, fix, or place for, with, or 
upon any Letter or cever, or any paper or other suhstance 
or material, any such postage label stamp or impression as 
aforesaid which shall have been gotten off or removed 
from any other 1.etter, cover, paper, or other substance 
or material. 

3. Or who shall fraudulently erase,cut, scrape, disc1Jarge, or get 
.out of or from, or shall cause or procure to be so erased, 
cut, scraped, discharged, or gotten out of, or from any 
Letter or cover, or any paper or other substance or 
material any na~e, date, or ether matter, or thing thereon 
written, printed, or expressed with intent to use allY 
stamp or mark then impressed or being upon such letter or 
c()ver, or paper, or other substance or material, or that the 
same may be used for the purpose of defrauding Her Majesty 
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of any of the rates or duties which S'hall be charged under 
or by virtue of this Act. 

4. Or who shall make, do, OT practise, or be concerned in, any. 
other fraudulent act, contrivance, or device whatever .. 
not specially provided for, with intent or design to defraud 
Her Majesty of any of the rates or duties which shall be 

. charged under or by virtue of this Act. 

XXXIX. Every person who shall contrary to his duty, open, 
or procure, or suffer to be opened, a Post Letter, or shall wilfully 
delay or detain or procure or suffer to be detained or delayed, a 
Post Letter, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and being con~ 
victed thereof, shall suffer such punishment by fine or imprisonment, 
or by both, as to the Court shall seem meet: Provided always, 
that nothing herein contained shall extend to the opening or deJ 

taining or delaying of a Post Letter returned fO.r want of true 
direction, or of a Post Letter returned by reason that the perSOll 
to whom the same shall be directed is- dead, or calmot be found,. 
or shall have refused the same, or shall have refused or neglected 
to pay the postage thereof, nor to the opening, or detaining,. or 
delaying of a Post Letter in obedience' to an e'Xpress warrant in 
writing, under the hand of the Governor of New Zealand. 

XL. Every Post Offieer who shall steal, or shall for any 
purpose whatever, embezzle,. secrete? or, destroy a Post Letter,. 
shall be guilty of felony, and shall at the discretion o-f the Court 
be kept in penal servitude for any term not exceeding six 
years,and if such Post Letter so stolen or embezzled, secreted, 
or destroyed, shall contain therein any chattel, O'r money whatsoever,. 
or any valuable security, every such offender shall be kept in penal 
servitude for life. 

Stealin~ money, &c., XLI. Every person who shall eteal from O'r o-ut af a Posi;. 
frOln Or out of leiters. Letter any chattel, or money, or v8luable security, shall be. guilty 

of felony, and shall be kept in penal servitude fer life. 

Persons st"alingmllil XJJIL Every person who shall steal a Mail bag or a Post 
bail 0" lettm. Letter from a Mail bag, or shall steal a. Post Letter from a 

Post Office, or from a Post Officer, or from a Mail, or shall stop 
a Mail, with intent to' rob 6r search the same shall be guilty of 
felony, and shall be kept in penal servitude for life. 

Personil 
opening 

unl~~fully XLIIT. Every person who shall unlawfully open any Mail bag 
,ua!. bags. shall be guilty of felony, and shaH be kept in penal servitude for 

any term not exceeding five y!!ars. 

:Receivers of property XLIV. Every person who shall receive any Mail bag, or Post 
sent by the post and Letter or any (!hattel or money or valuable security the stealinif 
Itolen or embezz.led.. • b "I' h f h II fi 1 t:I or takmg, 01' secretmg, (·r em ezz mg w ereo s a amount to e ony 

under this Act, knowing the same to have been feloniously stolen, 
taken, embezzled, or secreted, or to have bf'en sent, or to have been 
intended to be sent by the post shall be guilty of felony, and ml1Y 
be inrlicted and convicted either as an accessory after the fact, or 
for a substantive felony, and in the latter case whether the principal 



21° & 22° VIcTORIA:. No. 15. 

Post Office. 

felon shall or shall not hal1e been prel1iously convicted, or shall or 
shall not be amellable to Justice; and every such receiver howso­
ever convicted shall be kept in. penal servitude for life. 

'7l 

XL V. Every Post Officer who shall grant or issue any Post Officer. issuing . . . money order wllh Ir'\u. 
Post Office money order with a fraudulent lOtent shall be gUIlty clllient intent. 
of felony and shall be kept in penal serl1itude for any term not 
exceeding six years. 

XLVt. Every person who shall fraudulently retain, or shall Fraud~le.ntlyse~reti?g 
'If II t k d' b . . . d t d}' or detamlng mlsdehY-WI U Y secre e, or eep, or etalO, or emg reqUIre 0 elver up er.dmall bagorietler. 

by a Post Officer, shall neglect or refuse to deliver up a 
Post Letter which ought to have been delivered to any other 
person, or a Mail bag, or Post I~etter which shall have been 
sent, whether the same shall have been found by the person 
secreting, keeping, detaining, or neglecting. or refusin.~ to 
deliver up the same or by any other person shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanour and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be 
punished by fine or imprisonment, or both. 

XL VII Every Post Officer who shall steal or shall for Stealing.ne;spapersor 
any purpose embezzle, secrete, or des~roy or shall wilfully other prm1elpaper. 
detain or delay in coat'se of conveyance or delivery, thereof 
by the post, any printed Newspaper or any other printed Paper 
whatever sent by post without COl1ers or iii covers opeq at the 
sides, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour and being convicted 
thereQf shall he liable to be punished by fine or imprisOliment, or 
both, and every offence punishable under this clause shall not be 
ponishable under any other of the provisions of this Act. 

XL VIII. It any person shall without the authority of the ~os.t- Exhibiting wilhout 
masterGeneral of the Colony or of some person deputed by him m a?thority, Post Office 

that behalf, (the proof of which authority shall rest on the person ilgn. 
claiming to act under the same) place or erect, or permit, or suffer to 
be placed on orDear to his house or premises a.ny sign, placard, writing, 
or painting hearing the words "Post Office/' or any other words 
or mark which may imply or give reasonable cause to bt:-lieve that 
such house or. premises is or al e a Post Office he shall for every 
such offence forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding fifty pounds. 

XLIX. Any Post Officer who shall offend against, or wi!· Penalty for contra­
fully neglect or omit to comply with any of the provisions ve~"ng provisions of th,. Act. 
o( ~his Act shall for any such offence neglect. or omission, if 
not hereinbefore specifically provided for, forfeit and pay a penalty 
not exceeding £ 100. 

L. In the case of every felony punishable under this Act, Punishment ofprinci. 
evel'Y principal in the second degree, and every accessory before pal in aecoll? degree 
th J! t h 11 b . h bl . th h .. I and acceliSOrles. e lac , S a e pums a e m e same manner as t e prmClpa 
in the first degree is by this Act punishable; and every accessory 
after the fact to any felony punishable under this Act, (except only 
a recei ~'er of any property or thing stolen, taken, embezzled, or 
secreted,) shall on conviction, be liable to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding two years; and every person who shall aid, 
abet, conceal, or procure the commission of any misdemeanour 
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punishable under this Act, shaH be liable to be indicted and 
punished as a principal offpnder. 

LI. Every person who shall solicit or endeavour to procure 
any other person to commit a felony, or misdemeanour punisha.ble 
by this Act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and being con­
victed thereof, shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding two years. 

Ahe.ttor. ill oft't'Dces LIl. Any person who shall aid, abet, or counselor procure 
pumsbable on sum- h .. f a' d h' At' h hI 
mary conviction. t e COmmISSIOn 0 an ouence un er t IS C , pums a p on sum-

mary conviction, shaH on conviction thereof, before any two J nstices 
of tbe l>eace, be liable to the s'tme forfeiture and punishment to 
which the principal offender is made liable Py this Act. 

Penalservitude for life LIlT. Every person convicted of any offence for which the 
)low to be conlt. \,led. • • . ' 

. pumshment of penal servItude for life is herem awarded, shall be 

• 

liable to penal servitude for life, or for any term not less than three 
years . 

Imprisonment maybe LIV_ Where a person shall be convicted of an offence 
with or without lial'll punishable under this Act for which imprisonment mav be labour. 

awarded, the Court may s,entence the offender to be imprisoned, 
with or without hard labour, in any Common Gaol 01' House of 
Correction. 

l'ropprtv sent LV 1 ' b ill h II b 'tt d . lIy tbe Post to be laid • n ever) case were an 0 ence s a e comml e 10 
in J'oalmastergenera}. respect of a Mail bag, or Post. IJetter, or any chattel, money 

Elr valuable security sent by the Post, it shall be lawful to lay in 
the indictment to be preferred against the offender, the 
property of the Mail bag, or of the Post Letter or chattel, 
money,'or the valuable security sent hy the Post in the Post­
master-General; ltnd it shall not be necessary in the 
Indictment to allege or to prove upon the trial or otherwise that 
such Mail bag or Post Letter or valuable security was 
of ~ny value; and in any indictment to be preferred against 
any Post Officer ~or any offence committed under this Act, 
it shall he lawful to state and allege that such offender was em­
ployed in the Postal service of Nt.w Zealand, at the time of the 
committing of ,",uch offence~ without stating further the nature 
or particulars of his employment. 

Use of Postmaser 
General's 1'18.1Ue in 
iJulictmentllo 

New Zealand Gazette 
tt be lIyideDCle. 

LVI. In any Imlictment for any felony or misdemeanour 
unuer this Act, it 8h~1I be sufficient to lay any property in and 
to state or allege the same to belong to, and to state Or allege any 
act, matter, or thing to have been done or committed, with 
intent to injure or defraud" Her Majesty's Postmaster General 
(or New Zealand," and in all such indictments it shall bE' suffi~ 
cient t.o name and describe the Postmaster General as "Her 
Majesty's Postmaster General for New Zealand," without any 
further or othf'r name, addition, or description whatsoever. 

LVTI. Any printed copy of the New Zealand Gazette pur­
porting to he printed and puhlished by the authority of the New 
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Zealaad Government shall be admitted as evidence by all Courts, 
Judges, and J l1stices, and others of any regulations which shall 
be made or issued under, or by virtue of this Act, and contained 
in any such Grtzette, vnd of the due making and issuing thereof, 
and of the contents of any such regulations without any further 
or other proof. . 
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LVIII. In any suit or other proceeding for the recovery of Who deemed to be 

any postage under or by virtue of this Act, the person from Sender of letter~ 

whom any Letter in respect of which any postage shall be 
sought to be recovered, shall purport to have come, shall be 
deemed the Srnder thereof, and the onus shall bE' on the party 
proceeded against, to prove that such Letter did not come 
from or was not sent by him. 

LIX. In all proceedings whatsoever, for the recovery of 
any postage, the Post Office mark upon any Jetter shall in all 
cases be evidence of the liability of sucll letters to such postage, 
and that the sum marked thereupon is payable as and for the 
postage thereof. 

Evidence of postage 
due. 

LX. If any acti.on or suit shall be commenced against any Limnatiollof actions, 

person for anything done in pursuance of this Act, the same 
shall be commenced within 6 calendar months, after the nct 
committed and not afterwards; and notice in writing of such 
action and of the cause thereof shall be given to the defendant 
one calendar month at least before the commencement of the 
adion. 

LXI. AU fines and penalties imposed by this Act, or to be ~emltip.g recoverabl. 
. d b 1 I· b d' m a summary way. lmpOSe y any ru e or regu ~tlOn to e rna e 10 pursuance 
thereof, shall be recoverable in a summary way, before any hyo 
of Her Majesty's Justices of the Peace. . 

LXII. A-ll sums of money which shall be received under or Application of lDonies 

by virtue of this Act, in respect of any rates duties finea or paid under this Act. 

penalties, or on any other account whatsoever shall be paid to 
Her Majesty, for the public uses of the Colony. 

J.JXIlI. In all cases in which any fine Qr penalty shall be paid Rewards .for actlv!-r 

d . t· d th . . f thO A t ·t h II b lU procunng connc-un er any convlC l{)n un er e prOViSIOns 0 IS C, 1 S a e tiOi •• 

lawful for the Governor, when any person shall appear to have been . 
active in, or towards the procuring of any such convictIon, to 
award to such person such portion of such fiM or penalty, not 
exceeding in the whole one half thereof, as to his Excellency shaH 
seem meet. 

LXIV. All money which shall be expended upon the Postal Expenditure to. be 
• ••• .., • charged to PrUVll] co 

SerVICe wlthlll any PrOVInce, shall be charged by the (olomal within ~hich incurred 

Treasurer in acwunt against the Province within which the 
same shall be expended, and may be deducted from an) sums 
cf money which shall from time to time be payable by thi 
£'~loni,al Treasurer to su.ch Province. " 
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LXV. In the construction of this Act unless tbere be 
something in the subject 01' the context repugnant to' such 
construction, the term c, Letter" shall include Post Letters and 
Packets, Newspapers, Books, Votes and Proceedings of the 
Imperial Parliament, of the General Assembly of New 
Zealand, and of the Legislatures of the several Provinces 
thereof, or of any British Colony; and the term" Mail bag'; 
shall mean a Mail of Letters or a box or parcel or any other 
envelope or covering in which Post Letters are conveyed, 
whether it does or does not contain Post Letters; and the term 
~, Mail" shall include every conveyance by which Post Letters are 
carried, whether it be a coach or cart, or horse or any other con­
veyance, or any person employed in conveying or delivering 
Post Letters; and the term "Post Officer" shall inel ude 
any Postmaster, Deputy-Postmaster, Agent, Officer, Clerk, 
Letter Carrier, Guard, Post Boy, Rider, or any other person 
employed in any business of the Post Office, whether employed' 
by the Governor or the Postmaster-General, or by any person 
under him OD behalf of the Postal Service; and the term 
ee Postage" shall mean the duty chargeable for the transmission 
of Letters by P\lst; and the term C, Post Letter" shall mean any 
Letter or Packet transmitted bv tlte Post, and a Letter 
shall be deemed a Post *Letter from the . time 
of its being delivered to a Post Office to the time of its being, 
delivered to the person to whom it is addressed, and the deli­
vary to a Letter Carrier or other person authorised to receive 
Lehers for the Post Office shall be a delivery to the Post Office, 
aDd a delivery at the house or office of the person to whom it 
is addressed, or to him, or to hi's servant or agent, or other persou 
considered to be authorised to receive the Letters accord i ng to 
the usual manner of delivering that person's Letters shall be a e 

'delivery to the person addressed; and the term " Post 
Office" shall mean any house, building", room, or place, 
where Post Letters are received or delivered, or where 
they are sorted, made up, or despatched; and the term 
"Port" shall include any harbour, river, or roadstead, being­
a Port of Entry; and the term "v esseI" shall mean every­
description of vessel employed on the high seas or on the 

"Malter." coast; and the term U Master" of any vessel shall include any 
petson in charge of a vessel, whether commander, mat~, 

" Valuable security." or other person; and the term "valuable security" shall 
includa the whole or any part of any tally order or other secu­
rity whatsoever, entitling or tvidencing the title of any person 
or body corporate to any share,or interest in any public stock or 
fund, whether of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, or of anyone of Her Majesty's Colonies or Foreign Pos­
sessions, or of any Foreign State, or in any Fund of any Body 
Corporate, Company, or Society, or to any deposit in any Savings, 
Bank, or the whole or any part of any Debenture, Deed, Bond, 
Bill, Note, Warrant, or Order, or other security whatsoever for 
money or for payment of money, whether of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or of this Colony or of 
any of Her Majesty's Colonies or possessions, or of any 
Foreign State, or of any Warrant or Order for the delivery 
or transfer of any goods or valuable thing; and any" Officer: 
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mentioned shall mean the person for the time being executing 
the functions 'Of that Officpr;. and the term "Postage Label" shall .. POitageLabels." 

meclO any piece of paper, or other substance or material what-
soever, having thereon the- stamp, mark, or impress ioo of any die, 
plate, or other instrument ma-Je or used by or under the direction 
of the Postmaster General, for the purpose of deooting or ex-
pressing any of the rates or duties of postage to be charged under 
or by virtue of this Act;: and tlie term "Foreign Port" shall "F . P to 

mean any Port n'Ot included within the boundaries 'Of the c'Olony orelgo ort. 

of New Zealand. 

LXVI. The Sh'Ort Title of this Act shall be the "New Short tit] .. 

Zealand' Post Office Act, 1858." 

LXVII. ThIS Act shan come into operation OD the first CO!nlJlenr:ement of 

day of October, 1858. Aot. 

SCHEDULE REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING ACT 

I, A. B., do solemnly and sincerely declare that I will be true and 
faithful in the execution of the trust committed to my charge, and that I will not 
willingly or knowingly open, detain, return, or deray, or cause or suffer to 
be opened, detained, returned, or delayed any Letter which shall come into· 
my hands, power. or custody, by reason of my employment in the Postal 
Service. except with the consent of the person to whom such Letter shall be 
dit·ected. or in such cases as are or may be provided for by the" New Zealaud 
Post Office Act, 1858," or by any rules or regwations to be made in pursuance 
thereof. 

And I do further declare that I will not intentionally read the contents 
of any Letters which I rr.ay lawfully open; except so far as may be 
necessary for the purpose of ascertaIning the name and address of tbe 
writer, or for any other lawful purpose, and that I will not divulge to any 
person whatever, except so far as lawfully required, any of the contents of 
any such Letter which may have come to-my knowledge in course of openini 
and examining the same for any such purpose as aforesaid. 


