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“AlIR SERVICE INTERRUPTED” MARKING

BRIAN STONEHOUSE

At a recent Society meeting, I displayed the cover illustrated as Figure 1. It is a cover posted at

Franz Josef Glacier on 28 FE 40 addressed to Wellington. The point of especial interest is that it

carries an “AIR SERVICE INTERRUPTED” cachet. I am familiar with the use of this cachet on

covers to overseas destinations during this period when war conditions prevented delivery but
have not seen it used on an internal cover before. Any help would be gratefully received.
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REJECTED DESIGNS FOR THE 1898 OR 1935 PICTORIALS?

KEITH C. COLLINS

Can anybody tell me for which issue the Essays shown in Figure 1 were submitted and the
Designer? o
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They are photographs of the originals that have been colour washed. Perforations are shown of
three sides of each value and they have a notation on each design: 1d. Milford Sound, 2d.
Ngauruhoe from Taupo, 2%2d. Raugrtoto, 3d. Waikato River, 4d. Mt Egmont and 5d. Mt Cook.

Hopefully, somebody has the answer, or even theories, all to the Editor, please.

AN INTERESTING COVER
MARTIN TAYLOR

I must confess that [ have been a little confused by the implications of the changes to the
carriage of mail in New Zealand. I recently received the cover illustrated as Figure 1. It bears a
$1.80 New Zealand Post stamp cancelled at Hawke’s Bay on 25.11.1999 and a 40c Pete’s Post
Stamp cancelled on 24 Nov 1999.
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Figure 1
My question is, is there a valid reason for this dual stamping or is this a philatelic construct?

OFFICIAL SHORT-PAID CORRESPONDENCE
ALLAN P. BERRY

Some time ago, I wrote an article within which was illustrated a form Acct. 72, which was used
as a receipt for Official Short-Paid letters (1). Through the kindness of our member ROBIN
STARTUP, I have now obtained photocopies of sections of those parts of the Post Office Rules
governing short-paid official correspondence. Where other matters occur on the page, they have
been left in place as being of interest.

The first extract is taken from the 1911 General and Postal Rule Book.

OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE

427.  Government and public- service letters, packets, and telegrams must be prepaid in stamps,
with the following principal exceptions:-
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(a.) Letters, packets and telegrams from his Excellency the Governor;
(b.) Letters, packets and telegrams from any of His Majesty's Ministers;

(c.) Addresses and petitions to Parliament, marked as such, provided they do not exceed 2 1b. in
weight, and are forwarded without covers, or in covers open at both ends.

and others as set out in the official correspondence list. The correspondence described in (a), (b),
and (c) is to be passed free of charge. Letters and packets forwarded by or on behalf of His
Excellency the Governor or any of His Majesty's Ministers are enclosed in covers imprinted or
marked "Official, paid, Government House," or "Official. paid [Name of Minister's Office]", or
franked by the signature, or a facsimile thereof, of His Excellency, or the Minister, or of any
officer to be designated by him.

428. All other Government letters, packets , and telegrams, and public-service letters, packets
and telegrams from local bodies and from the Bank of New Zealand must be paid for by means of
postage stamps to be affixed to the letters and packets before posting or to telegrams before
presentation. Government Departments posting more than one pieces of mail-matter at one time
may, however, by arrangement with the Post Office, hand such letters, &c., unstamped, over to a
responsible postal officer, together with a certificate of posting. All mail-matter must be paid for at
the following rates: Letters, each, 1d. for the first 4 oz. and %d. for each succeeding 2 oz. or less;
printed matter, ¥2d. for each 20z. or less; and be stamped by the Post Office with a stamp bearing the
words "Official, paid", and such stamping will entitle the mail-matter to delivery without surcharge.
An account for the postage due on such matter is to be rendered by the Postmaster, and the amount
due paid by means of "Official" stamps or cash. (For "Official" stamps see Rules 405-412).

429.  Unpaid or short-paid official letters, &c., addressed to Government Departments are to be
surcharged the actual deficiency without fine. Such matter is to be delivered on an
acknowledgement of the sum due on a form provided for the purpose, and the amount
subsequently claimed by the Post Office.

430. Letters from the Post and Telegraph Department to private persons are to be stamped
"Official, paid" and no account kept. Letters on the Department's business, sent by or to
controlling officers, are to be sent free. The Department's telegrams of all codes to be sent free.
Correspondence from the Department to another Department to be sent free as "Official, paid".

431, Government Departments authorized under section 8 of the Official Postage Regulations
to issue printed envelopes must have the words "Postage payable on Delivery" superscribed in
place of "Official, paid" and Chief Postmasters will be good enough to report any case in which a
superscription other than the one first-named appeared. Officers must give strict attention to
charging at the point of delivery mail-matter posted under those regulations.

432. The "Official, paid" stamp is on no account to be used except for official correspondence.
433.  Certain official correspondence for Cape of Good Hope may be stamped "Official, paid”.

434, Postage on all correspondence addressed to Postmasters in connection with the private

business of the writers must be prepaid in stamps, except such as is specially exempt.

Correspondence so addressed and not prepaid is to be charged double the deficient postage, and

the amount collected from the senders.

435.  Packets for transmission inland through the post on public service must not exceed 2ft. in

length, 1ft. in width or depth or 251b. in weight; but maps in tin cases, if not exceeding 3ft. in

length, may be accepted.

436.  Postage must be paid on premiums collected by Postmasters for the Government Life

Insurance Department, and remitted by post the District Agents.

437.  The Postal Union rules require that all official correspondence for foreign countries,

except that on postal business, must be prepaid. Correspondence inadvertently posted in
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contravention of this rule must be surcharged and forwarded, or the sender, if known, requested to
prepay it. Newspapers addressed to the Royal Colonial Institute, London, are to be marked
"Official, paid".

The second extract comes from the Postal Rules, 1953.
ACTION REGARDING DEFICIENT ARTICLES
LETTERS TO THE DEPARTMENT

261.  Unless exempt under Rule 111, letters posted to the Department should of course bear
postage, but as collection from the addressee is inapplicable, short paid or unpaid ones may
usually be accepted without further action. However, in continued or special instances the sender
should be requested to affix stamps in future.

PACKETS FOR ABROAD CHARGEABLE AS PARCELS

262.  Inthe case of an article for abroad that has been posted as a packet but ought to have been
posted as a parcel, the following action is to be taken:-
a) Where it is known who the sender is, he should be requested to pay the correct postage
and make a customs declaration. In the event of his refusal, he should be asked to
withdraw the article.
b) Where it is not known who the sender is: if the postage has been partly paid and the
article is addressed to Australia the article is to be surcharged the actual deficiency and
forwarded; if entirely unpaid or addressed to any other country, it is to be sent to the
Returned Letter Office.

ARTICLES FROM OR TO GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS

263. Unpaid or short-paid articles posted by Government Departments are to be surcharged the
actual deficiency.

264.  When addressed to Government Departments, unpaid or short-paid articles, including
those in envelopes printed "Postage payable on delivery” are not to be surcharged. Payment is
obtained in Wellington by an annual sum derived from statistics taken periodically.

OTHER ARTICLES POSTED IN NEW ZEALAND
265.  Provided that they are not exempt from postage, or subject to special treatment under the

rules in this book, unpaid or short-paid articles posted in New Zealand - except parcels, respecting
which see Rule 416 - should be dealt with as follows:-

(a) Articles for inland addresses should be surcharged double the deficiency.

Rules 263 and 264 have been crossed out in the copy seen and on the opposite page, the
following have, apparently, been pasted in.
Rules P. 263 and 264 are deleted and the following substituted:
263. Short paid or unpaid articles posted by Government Departments are not to be surcharged.
Except where delay in delivery would result, the deficient postage is to be collected from the
Department concerned. Postal Supervisors should take up with the Departments any instances of
regular posting of short-paid or unpaid articles. [16/5/60]
263A. Short-paid or unpaid articles addressed to Government Departments, including those in
envelopes marked "Postage payable on delivery", are not to be surcharged. Payment is obtained in
Wellington annually, the amount being based on statistical counts taken under arrangements made
from time to time by the Director-General. When the counts are being taken, short-paid or unpaid
articles, whether from departmental sources or from the public, are assessed at the actual
deficiency. [16/5/60]
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264. Provision for the return postage payable on special postings by Government Departments is
not made at the time the statistical counts are taken. Instances where large numbers of reply-cards
or reply-envelopes are observed being returned to a Department should be brought to the notice of
the senior postal Supervisor, who is to check that the Department concerned has arranged payment
of the return postage. Exceptionally, certain Departments which post quantities of reply matter at
regular intervals have arranged for one payment to be made at Wellington, covering the
Dominion-wide return postage. The reply-cards and wrappers of postings made under this
arrangement bear an imprint showing the amount of postage paid and a General Post Office
authority number. [16/5/60]

The paste over shows that a change was made before 16th May, 1960. Unfortunately, what is
written is largely obscured, but one can make out the following:-

Postmasters concerned are to take returns of such articles over a period of 14 days each year

and submit them to the Director-General for assessment. Chief Postmasters will then be informed
of the amount to be claimed. {16 Oct/58].

Reference:

1. Berry AP "Education Department Postal Stationery and Official Short-Paid Letters". The Kiwi (1998).
Vol. 47.No. 2. Pp. 27 - 29

TO RUSSIA WITH LOVE 7?
ANN CARTER

A mystery Muir and Moodie postcard leads to the earliest known T.P.O. Napier strike or "how
one thing leads to another”.

Some time ago, I purchased a postcard entitled "At Tamaranui” (Figure 1 and 2). I knew that it
was a little bit different as the destination was St. Petersburg, Russia. Some time later, I decided to
catalogue all my Muir and Moodie cards. I could locate all the cards but this one on the map and in
Wises New Zealand Guide (1).
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Figure 1
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Figure 2

This place had me fooled so I wrote to Allan Berry in New Zealand. He suggested that this was
a spelling mistake that is seen occasionally and that it should read Taumaranui. In the process of
cataloguing the card, 1 had examined it closely and I could not come up with a good reason for all
the cancels and missing stamp. It was time to send the card to Allan and ask his help. He replied:

"Looking at the dates and so on, I think it has been used twice. 1 think the first posting
was at Spit. The Spit A-class datestamp is dated 20 MR 03. I suspect that it went first to the
C. Douglas Wilson at the top - at that time probably well known to the Posties in Napier, so
the address was sufficent. On its way, it collected the Napier datestamp in the bottom right
hand corner, also dated 20 MR 03 and timed 1.15PM so it may have been delivered the same
day.

I think that a second stamp was then placed to the left of the original half-penny Mount
Cook, covering part of the cancellation on that stamp. Although one cannot be absolutely
certain, I am as sure as I can be that the second stamp was cancelled on 31 MR 03 using the
same Napier datestamp that was used in the bottom right hand corner. Napier and the time
were on the stamp, so vanished with the stamp when it was removed. However, | think
enough of the R of Napier survives on the card to confirm the identification. The next strike
is the TRAVg P.O. Napier on the next day, a sorting mark applied within the railway
Travelling Post Office van on its journey on the Napier to Pahiatua section of the railway to
Wellington. That particular datestamp was introduced was introduced on the Napier Pahiatua
section of the railway in 1903, according to Volume 3 of the Handbook (2). My work with
Robin Startup and the late Albert Johnstone shows that the earliest recorded use of the
datestamp is April, 1903 - with no date specified. How the card went from Wellington to
Russia I do not know - it could have been by ship from that port or it could have gone on
south to the South Island ports or north to Auckland - but there is no evidence of this. 1
wonder if the red ink writing is the conversion by someone in the Russian Post Office of the
Arabic alphabetical writing to the Cyrillic used by the Russians so their Postie could deliver
the card. This writing is above and between the 2 dotted lines.
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The other point of interest is the fact that the sender - almost certainly C. Douglas Wilson
- has had a mark made up reading PRINTED MATTER and applied it over Post-Card. This
was not an uncommon ruse - it can be found in handwriting as well. What it was doing was
taking advantage of the reduced postage rate allowed for printed papers - half-penny rather
than one penny. If you were into the postcard craze of the time, this could make a significant
saving. It is that makes me feel that C. Douglas Wilson was well known to the Posties in
Napier. There is no writing on the card - apart from the address - even his address is applied
as a mark, so he got away with it."

Allan ends his letter by saying "Write it up for The Kiwi". This is not quite the end of the story
so it is a good thing that I did not do so immediately. In a letter sent a few days later there was a
message from Robin Startup. He wrote:

"Re. Ann Carter's postcard, Spit to Russia. I can confirm that the Napier TPO datestamp
strike of 1 AP 03 is the earliest recorded - the datestamp was proofed in March so,
presumably, March dates are possible but her card gives us the earliest date for recording in
the monograph. You may want to cheer her up: there was saying in the 1890s "See Naples
and die" as Naples was then regarded as the most beautiful city in the world for travellers.
To this was added "See Napier and Spit". This may have encouraged the quick change of the
name of spit back to Port Ahuriri! Although Spit was a busy office, it's cancel is
uncommon."

I really must thank both Allan and Robin for all the research that they have undertaken on my
postcard. I still have some queries that the readers may be able to help with. Does anybody have
any idea who C. Douglas Wilson was? Was he a dealer or just a collector and what would have
been the value of the missing stamp? Maybe somebody knows the route the card would have
travelled to Russia on the 7th May, the date shown on the pale blue arrival strike.

References:

1. "Every Place in New Zealand. Wise's New Zealand Index". Various Editions. Pub. H. Wise & Co. (N.Z.)
LTD. AM.P. Chambers, Princes, Dunedin.

2. "The Postage Stamps of New Zealand Vol III'" (1955). Pub. The Royal Philatelic Society of New
Zealand, Wellington, N.Z,

EARLY INFORMATION ABOUT THE 1898 FIRST PICTORIAL STAMPS (1)

Readers may recall that an article was re-printed in The Kiwi (1) which described some of the
difficulties associated with the production of the first Pictorial issue. Three further articles have
now come to light which add to the information available. the first two from 1896 and the third
reads as the first part of a two part article of which the previously published article 1s the second
part.

The first article is from the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain of March 10, 1896. It includes
an interesting account of an attempt to introduce an entrepreneurial element into the running of the
Post Office about 100 years before it actually occurred.

The “Wanoramic” Stamps of Yew Bealand

In a recent issue, says the Australian Stamp Collector, we notified that the colony of
New Zealand contemplated a new set of stamps, which would be of a most elaborate
character, the Government having offered prizes for the design, which were to
characteristic of the country. A sum of 200 guineas was the prize offered for the best
approved drawings of 22 stamps, and the awards were made several months since.
Designs were sent in by artists in nearly all the Australian colonies; a board of
examiners was appointed and their report submitted. They stated that as no complete
set was of uniform merit, they had decided to divide the prize among the designers of
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the best 22 drawings. Mr. W.R.Bock, of Wellington, N.Z., gained three first prizes, for
the 8d, 1/- and 5/- denominations respectively, two second prizes and two honourable
mentions, a sum of £58 being awarded to him altogether. Mr. E.T.Luke, of Melbourne,
who recently toured New Zealand to obtain photographs of its picturesque scenery,
was the recipient of £54 for two first and three second prizes, his designs for the 2%2d
and 3d stamps having views of Milford Sound and Mount Earnshaw. Mr. E.Howard,
also of Melbourne, received £27 as three third prizes, and the balance of the prize
money was distributed among various other competitors.

From the columns of some of the New Zealand papers, we learn that an offer has
been made by a speculative company to take over the printing of the new stamps by
the Government, and pay £15,000 for the privilege. In return, the speculators are to
have £20,000 worth of the new stamps to sell to collectors, and out of the profits they
undertake to run a lecture tour, with a first-class set of illustrations of the colony, for
twelve months throughout Great Britain, Canada and America with a view to inducing
immigration to the land of the Maori. Probably the Government is considering the
offer, for we have not been able ascertain whether they have declined or accepted it;
neither can we obtain any definite information as to when the new stamps will be
ready for issue. Most likely, however, nothing will come of the scheme. Much as the
Government of New Zealand may desire an increase in population, they would hardly
adopt the means proposed to bring it about. The difficulty the colony has to face at
present appears to find employment for her surplus labour. The scenery of the islands
is, no doubt, first-class, but new arrivals couldn’t live on scenery for long, and it would
be rather an undignified proceeding for the colony to send a lecturer stumping through
Great Britain and America with a panorama, a bag of stamps and a big drum, merely to
advertise the scenery, attract a few pauper immigrants, and give a syndicate of
speculators a chance to pick up the spare cash of collectors. As soon as the new issue
appears, the demands of philatelists will absorb a good percentage of them for some
time to come, and the Government might as well have the benefit of this direct as hand
it to outsiders. Some of our contemporaries at the other end of the world appear very
much distressed over this matter, but as far as we can see there is very little cause for
alarm. The Government of New Zealand have paid away 200 guineas for designs, and
it is not very likely that they are going to hand the control of the new issue over to a
private firm,

The second article is from the “Reviews of Reviews”, dated May 11, 1896:

from the Colonies

THE AUSTRALIAN PHILATELIST - Fred. Hagen, 74, Elizabeth-street, Sydney,
New South Wales.

From the February number we learn that Mr. Bassett Hall has now undertaken the
sole editorship of the Australian Philatelist. No one can doubt that under such able
leadership the paper will go on and prosper, and we hope that the circulation will make
such strides as to put an end to financial loss on the part of the publisher.
Unfortunately this has hitherto attended our high-class contemporary.

On the New Zealand forthcoming issue we find the following:-

“Mr. H. Maclean, Hon. Secretary of the Philatelic Society of New Zealand, has sent
us a list of the approved designs for the “coming” series of postage stamps. The

colours given are apparently those of the artists’ designs, and not the adopted colours
for the stamps. There will be doubtless some considerable delay before the stamps
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appear, as no decision as to whether they are to be engraved in the colony or in
England has yet to be made public.

The following is the list:-

1d. small rect. violet, View of Mt. Cook, the highest peak in N.Z,
2d. small rect. violet, Kiwi bird and Maori Canoe paddies crossed
2Y%d. long, rect. purple, View of Milford Sound

3d. long rect. purple, Mt. Earnslaw and Lake Wakatipu

4d small rect. yellow, Mountain scene and Cabbage tree in foreground
5d small rect. blue. Mountain, l.ake, Cabbage tree and canoe

6d small rect. red, Maori Whare or hut and Lake scene

8d small rect. brown, Mitre Peak, Milford Sound

Is. small rect. red. Two birds on a branch, probably pigeons

2s. long rect. blue Mt. Egmont

5s. long rect. carmine, The Pink Terraces, Rotorua (now destroyed).

The designs for which second prizes were awarded were as follows: 1d., Kea, kind of
parrot which has turned carnivorous and kills sheep; 2d., Pink Terrace, Rotarua (sic);
2Y.d., Moa and Kiwi, both wingless birds; 3d., two Kakas, also kind of parrots; 4d.,
Mt. Cook; 5d., Mt. Egmont; 6d., de la Beche Tasman Glacier, long rect. 1s., Mt. Cook;
2s., Ruapehu and Otira Gorge; 5s., Mitre Peak.

A very large number of designs were sent in, and in the majority of cases Maori
scenes were the ones chosen. A good many referred to incidents in the early history of
New Zealand, such as the landing of Captain Cook, The Endeavour sighting New
Zealand. The Moa also figures pretty largely both in skeleton form, and it is supposed
to have appeared in life. One of the competitors thought to carry off the prize by
inserting a portrait of the Hon. J.G.Ward, and another had a design which had room for
whole of the Liberal Ministry of 1895! One series of Maori scenes, though very pretty
as works of art, were too minute for a postage stamp. They included a Tangi (funeral
ceremony), Haka (dance), Tatooing, Weaving, Poi dance (girls), and the first canoe Te
Arawa. There are very few of a distinctly original character, one set consisted of a
series of coins denoting the the value of the stamp and a threepenny bit and a penny for
the fourpenny one and so on. Another ingenious design was that of a letter with wings
flying across the sea. The well known de la Rue patent-any-colony pattern was also
there.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE POSTCARD
ALLAN P, BERRY

[llustrated as Figures 1 and 2 are the obverse and reverse of an item of Official Postal
Stationery that I have not seen before. Being from the Live Stock Branch of the Department of
Agriculture, 1t is of interest to me both as a collector and as a veterinary surgeon..

As can be seen, the card is sent out to correct information set out in a previous publication -
the level of arsenic initially advised to be in the worm drench was too high. One wonders what
may have befallen lambs given the stronger dose. The card goes on to suggest that a mixture of
turpentine and linseed oil would be better and the card has been annotated in pencil, suggesting
that at that time, turpentine cost 4/3 a gallon and linseed oil cost 4/6 a gallon. There is also a note
to the effect that a quart of turps does 80 lambs.

The card was posted from Wellington, with an A-class datestamp impression on the front
reading N.Z. WELLINGTON 24 SP 92 6. it is addressed simply to M* W.H.P.Jones,
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FOR SPECIALIST COLLECTORS....

THE SPECIALIST
AUCTION HOUSE

We regularly offer Stamps and Postal History of New Zealand
covering all periods. These are just some examples of what
will be on view at London 2000 prior to our auction on
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Whether you are looking for that elusive piece for your collection or
thinking of selling, Cavendish offers friendly, professional advice and
personal service, along with expertly described, ustrated and

cross-referenced catalogues '
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