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Honorary General Secretary:
Keith C. Collins 13, Briton Crescent,
Sanderstead, Surrey, CR2 OJN,
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Honorary Packet Secretary:
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Internet Address: http://www.cs.stir.ac.uk/-rgc/nzsgb

SOCIETY NEWS:
NEW MEMBERS:
We welcome:
Peter W. Dady, P.O. Box 31159, Milford, North Shore City, Auckland 1330, New Zealand
Dr. Richard Harrower, 46, Lady Byron Lane, Solihull, B93 9A Y
Angus I.C. Naples, Craigwall Cottage, 35, Skene Terrace, Aberdeen, AB 10 lRN
Richard D. Smith, 10, Cedar lane, Rhinebeck, New York, 12572, USA
Russell R. Wright, 4, Forde Grange, Decoy Road, Newton Abbott, Devon, TZ12 lEP
DECEASED:
R.C.F. Williams
CHANGE OF ADDRESS/POSTCODE:
R.C.S. Brown, 25, Cunningham Court, Ringmer Road, Seaford,E. Sussex, BN25 lAW (formerly
Croydon)
A.D. Masters, Milton Avenue, Badgers Mount, Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent, TN14 7AU
RESIGNED:
R.D. Bilsland (Newtownards, Co. Down)
EDITORS NOTE
Elsewhere in this issue, there is an article from Allan Berry questioning the future of stamps.
Two recent issues appear to illustrate the confusion in attitude of New Zealand Post to collectors:
first, a unique version of the Town Icons issue was sold in each of the towns featured: this version
was not available to Standing Order customers. Secondly, the forthcoming U-Bix Rugby Super 12
issue will have a different booklet for each team (6): these, in contrast, will be sent to all Standing
Order customers. I think that collectors would be assisted by a consistent policy in distribution.
NEXT MEETING OF THE NORTHERN GROUP
The next meeting of the Northern Group will be held at Orrell on June 5th, 1999. The meeting
is open and the Committee would be grateful if each member attending could bring items of their
own choice. Initially, six sheets; more iftime·allows.
NEXT MEETING OF THE SCOTTISH BRANCH OF THE SOCIETY
The next meeting of the Scottish Group will be held on Sunday, June 6th, 1999 at the home of
Dave Edwards (3, Marchhall Road, Edinburgh). The Meeting will start at 12.30. Any members of
the Society wishing to attend should contact John Studholme (~ 01875 852171)
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PERFORAnONS WORKSHOP - MAY 29TH 1999
Derek Diamond writes:
This Workshop, as with last years on "Marginal Markings", is designed to focus attention on an
aspect that is often overlooked. The aim is to raise questions and attempt to answer them by
displaying as many "Perforation" items as possible. How many different ways have been used to
separate one stamp from the next in New Zealand philately? On how many occasions did mistakes
occur and how did these happen? We want to examine examples ranging from Chalon roulettes to
present day perforation anomalies, either deliberate or accidental.
If anybody has interesting "Peruns", bring them along and we will view them if time allows.
It would greatly facilitate the organisation of the meeting if members could let me what items
~ are_in_t_en_d_in.......:g::::.........to_d_i~sp'-l.......:ay'----in_a_d_v_an_c_e--'('-T_el_1F_ax_0_1_9_3_2_-_2_23_2_8_0..::-)
~_ ____'
NOTES OF MEETING HELD ON MARCH 27TH, 1999
Derek Diamond, Vice-Chairman, opened the meeting with 18 members present. He introduced
Geoffrey Frankcom who would judge the Competition. Geoffrey retired to undertake his duties.
Whilst the judging took place, Tony Stevens showed some Id Universals and some items of
literature relevant to New Zealand philately. Ernie Leppard showed an exhibit of Railway
Travelling Post Offices that was to be entered in Trains 1999 at Stamp '99. It contained a
comprehensive review of the routes with illustrations of the range of postmarks used. There were
also covers carried on the Alexandria to Mersa Matruh line which was operated by the New
Zealand 1st Division during the Second World War. Covers from the Manawatu train crash were
shown. Ernie also showed an interesting menu for the 1907 Herts. Philatelic Society dinner which
carried an impression of a Chalon reprint from the Perkins Bacon die on the front cover.
Geoffrey Frankcom returned and announced the results of the Competition:
CLASSICS:
Winner:
Paul Wreglesworth: 1882 Id Rose
Runner-up: Ernie Leppard: Chalons
MODERNS 1:
Winner:
Ernie Leppard: Booklet panes, Y;d K.G.V and Id Dominion.
Runner-up: Phil Hoare: 2/- Captain Cook.
MODERNS2:
Winner:
Paul Wreglesworth: 1960 3d Definitive.
Runner-up: John Smith: Q.E. II Middle Values
MODERNS 3:
Winner:
Ernie Leppard: 1978 Shell Definitives.
POSTAL HISTORY:
Winner
Bernard Atkinson: New Zealand Troopships.
Runner-up: Ernie Leppard: Newspaper stamps and wrappers.
The judge gave useful comments on each entry. Derek Diamond gave a vote of thanks and the
meeting closed at 16.20.
NOTES OF MEETING OF THE NORTHERN GROUP HELD ON FEBRUARY 13TH, 1999
The meeting opened at 14.00 with 14 members present and apologies received from a further 4.
The afternoon was devoted to a display by Alan Green, Secretary of the Waterlow Study Circle.
Waterlow and Sons first involvement with New Zealand was between 1877 - 1885 when the
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The Kiwi, Volume 48, No.3, May, /999

company supplied envelopes for use by all Departments. An interesting variation occurred in
1897, when Waterlow & Sons printed the pictorial (Reverse) side of a postcard and the New
Zealand Government Printer printed the stamp and further details on the obverse.
Waterlow and Sons major contribution to New Zealand postal history began with the First
Pictorial issue in 1898. The company was involved in the production of Dies, Plates and the first
printing of this issue.
Subsequently, Waterlow and Sons were involved in the design and production of a wide range
of stamp issues. These included (amongst others): Id. Universal, 1920 Victory, the Second
Pictorials, the 1946 Peace issue and a number of Health Stamp issues.
This involvement was superbly illustrated by the display. Each member present was given a
paper describing the display and containing much information about Waterlow's involvement in
New Zealand.
Jack Lindley proposed a vote of thanks. He said that it had been a privilege to view this display
with its wide ranging exploration of the relationship between a single printer and New Zealand.
The meeting closed at 16.00.
REQUEST FOR A DISPLAY
The Honorary Secretary has received a request from the Enfield Philatelic Society to provide a
display of New Zealand material this year. If any member can help, please contact Keith CoIlins.
MEMBER DISPOSING OF MATERIAL HE NO LONGER COLLECTS
Having changed my collecting interests, I wish to dispose of much good material from New
Zealand and its Dependencies, including early material (Stamps and Postal History). Items
available include stamps from the Scott and Shackleton Expedition and perforation varieties and
Plate Blocks from the King George Vth Issue. I have no prepared list. Let me know your wants.
Ed Williams, P. O. Box 1179, Carrboro NC 27510 USA.

COMING EVENTS:
COMING CONVENTIONS
The New Zealand Society of Great Britain will be represented at two conventions this year: the
first is Midpex in Coventry on July 3rd and the second, Hampex at Chandlers Ford on October
23rd. Please make a note of the dates in your diary and make a special effort to come along and
meet other members of the Society and members of the Committee of the Society
Further details will be published in the issue of The Kiwi immediately preceding each event.
FORTHCOMING AUCTION
An auction will be held by Grosvenor Auctions on June 29th 1999 that will feature a strong
New Zealand section, including Chalons, Pictorials etc.
If any member of the Society would like a complimentary catalogue, they should write to
Grosvenor Auctions at; 22, Woodstock Street, London WIR IHF. To ensure a free catalogue,
mention that you are a member of New Zealand Society of Great Britain.
CHANGE TO THE DATE FOR THE SOCIETY MEETING DURING STAMP 2000
In the last issue of The Kiwi, notice was given of a meeting of the Society on May 27th, 2000.
Plans have changed and this meeting will now be held on the afternoon of Thursday May 25th,
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2000 at The Stamp Show 2000 at Earl's Court, London. The regular meeting of the Society on
May 27th 2000 is cancelled.
GLASGOW 2000
Glasgow 2000 will be held in the Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre on November 18th
and 19th 2000. The New Zealand Society is planning to hold a joint meeting with the Australian
Society. Further details will be published as they become available.
MIDLAND FEDERAnON MEETING
The next meeting of the Midland Federation will be held in conjunction with the Birmingham
Philatelic Society at the Carrs Lane Church Centre, Birmingham (directions in The Kiwi, Vol. 47.
No.5). There will be displays by members of the Birmingham Society to view as well as dealers
present. All members of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain are also members of the
Midland Federation and will be most welcome.
PALMPEX99
As mentioned in earlier issues of The Kiwi, a National Stamp Exhibition, PalmPEX 99 will be
held in Palmerston North between October 1st and 3rd, 1999. New Zealand Post are providing
generous support including the issue of special philatelic commemorative items and the display of
New Zealand's rarest stamp, the 4d. Lake Taupo with inverted centre.
All competitive philatelic classes are included in the competition.
For further details, please contact: The Secretary, PalmPEX, P.O.Box 786, Palmerston North,
New Zealand. The closing date for entries is May 31 st, 1999.
MEETING TO BE HELD ON JANUARY 29TH 2000
Assuming that we are all still around and have not succumbed to the dire millennial events
forecast, the first meeting of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain in the new century will be a joint
meeting with the Pacific Islands Study Circle. The meeting will be split between the two Societies.
Anybody with New Zealand Dependency Pacific Sea/Air routing material will be most welcome.

INFORMATION RECEIVED:
NEWS RELEASES
ART DECO STAMPS GIVE NEW ZEALAND SOMETHING TO BUILD ON
4 February 1999
The significance of Art Deco as an architectural movement is being celebrated by New Zealand
Post with an Art Deco stamp issue, due for release on 10 February 1999.
The Art Deco stamp issue features four examples of the classic Art deco style from around New
Zealand; the Civic Theatre in Auckland (40c), the Masonic Hotel in Napier ($1.00), the Medical
and Dental Chambers in Hastings ($1.50) and the Buller County Chambers in Westport ($1.80).
New Zealand Post's Stamp Marketing Manager Wendy Riley says that "while the Art Deco
style is most frequently associated with Napier, this stamp issue is a chance to let New Zealanders
know that the style reaches well beyond our Art Deco capital in Hawkes Bay".
"The Art Deco release incorporates some of the well known buildings in both country towns
and major cities, all used for a variety of purposes, from council buildings, to medical and dental
chambers, to movie theatres. "
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The rise of Art Deco in New Zealand was in part a result of the Napier earthquake of 1931,
dominating construction in the 1930's before giving way to new styles of architecture in later years.
As time has gone on, New Zealand Art Deco still survives and it has now been recognised
world-wide, with Napier to host the Fifth World Congress on Art Deco in February 1999. This
New Zealand Post stamp issue will coincide with Art Deco's greatest celebration.
The stamps and first day cover were designed by Donna McKenna of Wellington, and the
stamps were printed, by lithography, by Southern Colour Print in Dunedin.

****

A PICK OF POPULAR PETS FOR STAMP ISSUE
8 February 1999
Pets of all shapes and sizes are a popular addition to most New Zealand households with over
half of Kiwi homes caring for pets. New Zealand Post's latest stamp issue, Popular Pets, celebrates
the country's love of animals, featuring a pick of six household and farm pets.
This Popular Pets stamp issue pays tribute to six of the companions with which people,
nation-wide, share their lives with and care for by featuring a; Labrador Puppy (40c), Netherland
DwarfRabbit (80c), Tabby Kitten ($1.00), Lamb ($1.20), Welsh Pony ($1.50), Pair of Budgies ($1.80).
New Zealand Post's Marketing Manager, Wendy Riley, says that the Popular Pets stamp issue
recognises the continuing devotion New Zealanders have for their pets.
"The animals chosen for this stamp release reflect the way New Zealanders feel about their
pets. For example, our country has one of the highest cat ownership rates in the world and it is
common for farm animals such as lambs to become family pets," says Ms Riley.
The stamp issue also recognises 1999 as the Year of the Rabbit, and Popular Pets features a
gutter strip with a figure of a rabbit running through each sheet of stamps. This is the third issue in
New Zealand Post's lunar calendar series with 1997 featuring New Zealand Cattle for the Year of
the Ox, and 1998 featuring Favourite Felines for the Year of the Tiger.
The stamps, miniature sheet and first day cover, were designed by Lindy Fisher of Auckland.
The stamps and miniature sheet were printed, by lithography, by Southern Colour Print in
Dunedin.

****

NEW ZEALAND GAME BIRD FIRST FOR NEW LOOK STAMP PROGRAMME
25 February 1999
The development of game bird environments and other wildlife habitats are to have a new boost
in funding, following New Zealand Post's increased involvement with Fish and Game New
Zealand.
New Zealand Post is to support the Game and Bird Habitat stamp programme, which raises
money through the sale of philatelic products for the development of new game bird habitats and
to enhance other wildlife development. The stamp programme is a charitable body, set up in 1993,
which Fish and Game New Zealand administer the proceeds of. The stamp programme has
supported 24 projects to date, from $295,000 of funding raised.
Fish and Game New Zealand Assistant Director, Mike Britton, is enthusiastic about new
Zealand Post's involvement.
"Fish and Game New Zealand believes we have a responsibility to ensure that the maximum
amount of revenue possible is made available for habitat".
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New Zealand Post has been marketing the Game Bird Habitat stamps to collectors for some
time. "[Their] extensive philatelic experience made them the logical choice to manage the
revamped programme" says Mr Britton.
The first stamp issue in the relaunched programme features the Californian Quail. Paul
Martinson, a well-known wildlife artist based in Masterton, was commissioned to produce this
year's stamp art which features the male and female quail in their natural habitat. The striking
design captures this popular New Zealand upland game bird within the rural landscape, fornling
the backdrop for the hunting experience.
The improved programme will include a $10 Game Bird Habitat stamp, a First Day Cover, a
hand numbered Limited Edition Artist Print ($55), signed by the artist. These products will be
available from New Zealand Post Stamps Centre, Private Bag 3001, Wanganui, New Zealand from
March 1st, 1999 whilst stocks last.

.. _.

20TH CENTURY TAKES KIWIS BACK IN TIME
8 March 1999
As the 20 century draws to an end, New Zealand Post prepares to take Kiwis back in time,
with its new Nostalgia stamp issue, due for release on 10 March 1999.
Some of New Zealand's most treasured images are highlighted on the stamps, each depicting
imagery from an earlier time in New Zealand, including: Toys (40 cents), Food (80 cents),
Transport ($1.00), Household ($1.20), Collectibles ($1.50) and Garden ($1.80).
The Nostalgia stamp issue is the fourth in the "Millennium" stamp series which takes a look at
areas of New Zealand's development and history leading up to the year 2000. The three previous
issues included "Urban Transformation" released November 1998, "A New Beginning" released in
March 1998 and "Discoverers" released February 1997.
New Zealand Stamps Marketing Manager, Wendy Riley, says that this stamp release depicts
many of our nation's images which were an integral part of earlier life in New Zealand.
"With the new millennium almost here, this is a good time to take a look back at some of our
most treasured memories, and these stamp issues have given us that opportunity. Some of these
images, although modernised to suit current trends, are still very much present in our lives."
The Women's Weekly, for example, features on the $1.20 stamp and has informed and
entertained readers for over 65 years. The 80 cent stamp shows a Creamoata sign, which was the
unofficial national breakfast cereal from the 1920's to the 1950's. Other stamps feature the Fun Ho!
brand of sturdy playpit toys, and the solid china cups which were a railway institution."
The stamps and first day cover were designed by Siren Communications Ltd of Wellington, and
the stamps were printed, by lithography, by Southern Colour Print of Dunedin.
th

CURRENT EVENTS:
DEVELOPMENTS IN NEW ZEALAND POSTAL SERVICES
ROBIN M. STARTUP
A press release issued by New Zealand Post on 4 February, 1999 announced the formation on
that day of Books & more: New Zealand Post. It is a joint venture between New Zealand Post and
Blue Star Consumer Retail Group. The aim is to provide one-stop convenience stores offering
books, stationery, cards, gifts and postal products and services. Stores will be franchised and it
hoped that about 30 will open in the next 12 months.
This development is part of New Zealand Posts multi-brand strategy in the increasingly
competitive postal market. Other examples of this strategy within Post are CourierPost and XP
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couriers and the letters group and KiwiMaiL Each brand is designed to meet the needs of particular
groups of customers.
The retail customer offering from Post will, in the future, look like this:
• Corporate and franchised Post8hops offering the full range of New Zealand Post's products
and services to domestic and small to medium business customers.

• Books and more: New Zealand Post offering convenient one stop shopping for domestic
customers for books, stationery, cards, gifts and postal products and services.
• PostCentres, offering convenient access to New Zealand Post's core postal products and
services for domestic customers in urban, heartland and rural New Zealand.
• Stamp resellers, offering New Zealanders easy access to stamps throughout New Zealand in
dairies, supermarkets, petrol stations etc.
The majority of Books and more: New Zealand stores will be created through either: (1 )
closing a Corporate Postshop and reopening a rebranded outlet; (2) rebranding Blue Star's current
chain of London Bookshops; or (3) opening an entirely new store.
The first two stores will open in Wanganui and Christchurch in March, 1999.

RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS ARTICLES:
A FOLLOW UP TO "S.S. MARIPOSA7"
DR. KJ.McNAUGHT Writes:
I was interested to read the article by lV.Woollam in The Kiwi (1). I would make the following
observations:
I agree that the date on the Second 8ideface stamps is 23 Ap 88. My records of ship movements
show that, on this date, the 8.8. Mariposa was at sea between Honolulu and Auckland travelling
away from Europe. The cover illustrated shows that the arrival date of this letter in London was 28
MY 88. My records show that it was the S.S. Alameda that arrived in London on that date, not the
S.S. Mariposa.
Each ship carrying official mail accommodated a locked strong room. This room contained the
datestamp of the ship and other obliterators or other official Post Office items as well as a supply
of New Zealand Postage Stamps. This arrangement would apply to both the S.S. Alameda and the
S.S. Mariposa. If another ship was substituted for the scheduled boat, the postal obliterator, packet
boat, loose letter markings or datestamps were transferred from the scheduled to replacement ship.
There is no evidence, however, that such an exchange occurred in 1888 and, therefore, I think it
likely that the Marine P.O. datestamp illustrated in the original article was used on the S.S.
Alameda rather than the S.S. Mariposa. My conclusion is supported by assessment of the space on
either side of the N.Z. Marine P.O. slug that is typical of the datestamp used on S.S. Alameda
rather than S.S. Mariposa.
JOHN WOOLFE writes:
I read with interest the article written by John Woollam in the March issue of The KiWi (1).
I believe that the cover was carried on the S.S. Alameda. The date 23 AP 88 is the date of its
departure from Auckland.
It would appear that there are some missing stamps. I believe that the correct postal rate was 8d
at this date as it is before New Zealand joined the Universal Postal Union in 1891. Thereafter, the
rate was 2 ~d for each lIzoz..
This is the only example of mail from this voyage that I have seen in 30 years of collecting and
documenting Marine Post Office covers.
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During the 1885 - 1901 contract, 4 unnamed datestamps were used and can be identified to particular
ships. Examples were illustrated in article printed in The Mailcoach (2). The illustration.., were munbered
6,7,8 and 9. These numbers have been used by Dr. KJ.McNaught in subsequent articles.

.,

7

Figure 6: "N.Z." 8mm wide and "MARINE p.a." l5mm long.
Used on S.S. Mariposa.
Figure 7: "N.Z." nearly 9mm wide and "MARINE p.a." 17mm long.
Probably used on S.S. Mararoa 1885/6, S.S. Australia 1886, and 8.S. Zealandia 1888.
Figure 8: "N.Z." 8mm wide and ""MARINE p.a." 14.5mm long and small letters.
Used on S.S. Alameda.
Figure 9: "N.Z." Smm wide with a dot between N & Z. "MARINE p.a." 17.5mm long and
large letters.
Used on S.S. Zealandia by December 1889, then S.S. Monowai 1890 - 6, possibly S.S.
Zealandia January - April 1897, S.S. Moana from 1897 to end of contract.
References:
1. Woollam Jv "5.5. Maripsoa?" The Kiwi (1999). Vo!. 48. No. 2. Pp. 46 - 47.
2. Anon "N.Z. Marine Post Offices 1864 - 1907" The Mail Coach (1973). Vo!. 9. No. 8. Pp. 151 - 159.

NEW FASTPaST LABELS - FURTHER INFORMATION
ALLAN P. BERRY
Further to my note in the last issue of The Kiwi (1), I have now become aware of a further
example of this label. It is illustrated as Figure 1. The label was printed by Quick 8tik and issued
in July, 1998. The computer coding bars are the same as those shown in the label illustrated as
.
Figure 2 in the original article.
This label is illustrated in "New Zealand Ainnail Label & Aviation Cinderella Catalogue", a
review of which will appear in a future issue of The Kiwi.

Figure 1
Reference:
1. Berry AP. "New Fastpost Labels". The Kiwi (1999) Vo!. 48. No.2. Pp. 47 - 48.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES AND READERS QUESTIONS:
DO STAMPS HAVE A FUTURE?
ALLAN P. BERRY
I recently attempted to send a parcel, prepaid by postage stamps, to receive a signature on
arrival. I was infonned that this service was not available from New Zealand Post. Subsequently, I
telephoned the Customer Service Centre to question their policy in this regard.
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In January 1999, I received a reply from an official at the National Customer ervice Centre:
ItDear Mr Berry
Thank you for your phone call to the Customer ervice Centr regarding your request
to pay for a signature required parcel service with stamps. A signature required service
is not available through our basic postal offering, but it is offered through CourierPost
and can be purchased at all Postshops on request. Payment for this service must be
made by cash, cheque, EFTPOS or Credit Card.
e Zealand Post does not accept stamps as payment for services. The practice of
using stamps as defacto currency was stopped some time ago following the
abolishment of the Post Office as a Government Department. There are a number of
accounting issues which made it undesirable and impractical to continue the practice.
I do hope that this has clarified the matter for you and I do apologise for the
inconvenience this issu has caused you. It
There is no doubt that ew Zealand Post could function at its present level of efficiency
without the use of postage stamps. Indeed, in many cases it would be cheaper for the public to
dispense with stamps. At present all Registered Mail (inland and overseas) has to be sent in
prepaid plastic envelopes. Parcels can be paid for by means of a computer generated label; indeed
if stamps are used, the cost rises as GST tax is added! There are prepaid envelopes for inland and
overseas mailing the purchase of which will reduce th cost of overseas mailing.
The e idence, I am afraid to say suggests that new stamps are being produced and old to
users/collectors only because the world-wide sales provide a profit to ew Zealand Post.
POSTAL DELIVERY 0

THE ORTH OF THE OUTH I LAND OF
TRIP WITH A DIFFERE CE

EW ZEAL

D:

ARTER
During my recent trip to ew Zealand I was impressed by the organisation displayed by ew
Zealand Post in ensuring that mail was delivered to the most remote areas.

r- jure

Figure 1
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One day I joined the Scenic Bay Mail Run around Golden Bay. This is a 5Y2 hour trip around
the North West tip of the South Island. It uses a minibus to deliver mail to outlying communities
and settlements. The route is covered six days a week except for the spur road which is only
travelled on weekdays.
The tour starts in the picturesque township of Collingwood (Figure 1), located on the Aorere
river, 86 miles by road from Nelson. The settlement was named after Vice-Admiral Lord Cuthbert
Collingwood, Nelson's second-in-command at the Battle of Trafalgar who took command of the
Fleet after Nelson's death. The service is run out of the handsome 1904 timber Collingwood Post
Office building that was constructed after the township was destroyed by fire. A strike of the
current CoUingwood canccUor is shown as Figure 2. It would appear that there is a dearth of "9" at
the office.
Before departure, the mail is sorted carefully. There are 184 boxes on the 150km. route
(including four on a 6km. spur). Sorting mistakes are time consuming and expensive.
The journey was spectacular, mostly through native bush, but with views over Golden Bay ,md
the Tasman Sea. The trip is mainly on unsealed roads and is certainly not for anybody with a bad
back! One of the things that struck me was the sparseness of the population: coming from
Guildford, England, I am used to having people all around me all the time: during the trip we saw
few other people and passed through many communities with only five or ten houses. Many of
these settlements had, at one time their own Post Offices whose postmarks may stilI be found. For
example, the southernmost settlement we reached, Paturau River, 21 km. west of Collingwood had
its own office between 1925 and 1972.
There was little sign of industry to be seen. At one time, the area supported thriving industries
including the extraction of coal and iron ore and timber and flax milling. In 1856, gold was
discovered at Collingwood and, in 1857, more than LOOO miners are recorded as working in the
area. Now, most of the inhabitants of the townships seem to be life-stylers enjoying the semitropical weather.
One of the interesting opportunities afforded by the trip is to hear the "posties" side of the story.
At home in England, letters are just popped through the box. However, if post is being delivered
from a minibus, letterboxes must be sited at the road side so that the delivery can be made from
the van. If the postman had to jump out, the time required would mean that much mail could not
be delivered. I soon became aware that the size and shape of the postbox are import~mt:
apparently, plastic is best as the postie does not get his/her fingers bitten!
As well as the complications of delivery, the postie has to keep hislher eye open for flagged
boxes denoting mail to be collected. If anyone has not the stamps to hand to prc-pay postage, they
leave the cash in the box ,md the postie does the honours.
On the trip that I enjoyed, the daily papers were delivered to one store and a bag of groceries
were col1ected for delivery.
The other services that I discovered but was not, unfortunately, able to experience were the
Marlborough Sound Mail Boat cruises. These will be the subject of a further article in The Kiwi.

SELF ADHESIVE STAMPS THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE MISSED. (PART 1)
JOHN L. WATfS
New Zealand Post have issued Self Adhesive (SA) stamps since 1991 and they are now the
highest volume stamps used. The production of these stamps have, except for a few examples,
been undertaken in Australia by either Sprintpak or Leigh Mardon (until they ceased stamp
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production in 1995). There are design variations between the products of the two print rs which
may be readily identified by comparing the corners of the die cut (Figure 1).

printpak

L igh ardon or
oulh m otour Print
igur- 1

The third source of manufacture is Southern Colour Print of Dunedin who purchased the stamp
printing machinery from Leigh Mardon. Their products exhibit the same die cut characteristics.
This article provides a checklist of varieties and details ofS.A.'s that have been issued. Many of
these details are not contained in stamp catalogues.
1. 40c Brown Wren. Issued April 17th. 1991. Printer Sprintpak.
Examples have been found of stamps with a 4mm. shift of the horizontal die cut,
resulting in the words ''New Zealand" to be omitted. Two used copies have been
reported on cover postmarked Picton 30.4.91 (Figure 2) and Ashburton 27.5.1991 .

.'....

,

~

.......

. ....

Figure 2
A strip of two stamps with the label New Zealand Post logo and "Good Value" was
reported from Blenheim.
2. 4Sc Rock Wren. Issued July 1st, 1991.
Original Printer Sprintpak, issues from December 1991 printed by Leigh Mardon.

POST

Good value

POST

Good value
Figure 3 (Uncut Sheets)

For the production of First Day Covers, Sprintpak supplied New Zealand Post with
'sheets die cut but not guillotined containing 8 rows of 25 stamps There was also a
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label with the New Zealand Post logo and "Good Value" at the bottom of each row.
The remainders ofthese sheets were sold to dealers who sold them in blocks (Figure 3).
There was a constant flaw "Extra Claw" at Thirkle Position GIF4 found on stamps
7, 16,25,32,41,50,57,66, 75,82,91 and 99 counting from the outer end of the roll.
This flaw is only found in rolls from Row 6 of the printing plate.
The first issue by Leigh Mardon introduced a change in the backing paper from
plain to that promoting New Zealand Post as an official sponsor for the New Zealand
Team at the Olympic Games.
The rolls from this issue also had the skeletal trim remaining and the printing on
this showed how the sheets were identified for splicing together prior to guillotining by
the different sheets carrying the letters from A to H at the bottom. Another
introduction was 5 service promotion labels.
Following complaints from users that the stamps were difficult to remove from the
backing paper the next issue had the skeletal trim removed.
The third issue, made in October 1992, had the stamps butted together and the
layout of the service promotion labels altered.
The fifth issue, made in January 1993, had printing on the backing paper
advertising the Royal Doulton ceramic exhibition.
Varieties reported were:
(a) Horizontal die cut misplaced by 3mm resulting in the words "Rock
Wren" and part of the 45c appearing at the bottom of some stamps and
missing from the top of the adjacent stamps.
(b) An example has been recorded of stamp o. 35 on one roll with only
the outline of the Rock Wren being printed. It was suggested that some
solvent on the paper at the time of printing could have caused this.
In all there were seven different issues of rolls with this design.
3. 4Sc A-B. Issued July 20th. 1994.
The first printing by Leigh Mardon was on plain backing paper. The second printing was issued
in September 1994 and had a backing paper publicising New Zealand Post as a sponsor of the·Air
Ambulance. Leigh Mardon ceased stamp production on 30.6.1994 and subsequent issues were
printed by Sprintpak. No announcement was made of the change but the new rolls may be
recognised as they bear a black square on the reverse of the backing paper with the wording
"Sprintpak - SNP". The earliest cancellation recorded stamps from this source is 23.8.1995.
Varieties recorded are:
(a) Die cut misplaced by 6mm resulting in stamps with the words "New Zealand 45c"
missing (Figure 4).

Figure 4. Missing New Zealand

(b) Sheets spliced together in tete-beche pairs of labels and stamps (Figure 5).
New Zealand Post conducted an investigation into the cause of this variety and
~ported that sheet 5 had inadvertently been positioned upside down during the
splicing process.
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4. 40c A - B. Issued October 2nd, 1995.
Leigh Mardon produced 250,000 boxes of rolls despite the fact that they had ceased stamp
production in June 1995 as the contract had already been placed. Stamps printed by Sprintpak
were issued in mid October, 1995.
5. Scenic Stamps. Issued May 1st, 1996. Printed by Sprintpak.
Until the production of this issue's First Day Covers, stamps had been attached by
hand at the Wanganui Stamp Centre. To make the task less labour intensive, two
machines had been purchased.
The first handled conventional stamps and was loaded with cassettes holding 500
stamps. Envelopes were loaded into the machine. 'fhe stamps were fed over a wetting
roller and, by the utilisation of a positioning detector, the stamps were placed on the
envelope. The envelopes were then run through rollers to impress the stamps firmly.
The second machine handled the Self Adhesive stamps. Special "Jumbo Rolls"
were printed which contained no labels. The machine has large reels which are similar
to those used on old cinematic projectors. A laser beam provides the positioning
feature for placing the stamps on covers, which are fed through on a conveyor belt
type system. For the "Scenic Stamps", the Jumbo Rolls were printed two rows wide
enabling six different stamps (two rows of three) to be applied to the covers.
The remainders of these rolls were sold off in three different ways: first in Hang
Sell packs in strips of five stamps (Figure 6). Secondly, in Scenic Presentation packs in
a strip of 6 stamps. Thirdly, in the 1996 Year Book.
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Figure 6. Jumbo Roll (Reduced by 25%)

An interesting variety occurred during the life of the issue. The gum on the back of
some stamps appears to have interacted with the Air Ambulance printing on the
backing paper. This resulted in what is apparently an "off-set" from the backing paper
printing appearing in deep purple on the gummed side of the stamps. If a stamp so
marked was removed from the backing paper and subjected to daylight, the "off-set"
image disappeared after about 10 days.
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6. Health Stamps 1996. Issued June 5th 1996. Printer Sprintpak.
This was the year of the "Teddy Bear" stamps (Figure 7). A sharp eyed Plunket
Nurse noticed that the child seat was facing the wrong way. As the theme of the issue
was "Road Safety", New Zealand Post decided to redesign the stamp and destroy the
entire printing of the tirst design of the 40c stamps.
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Figure 7. "Teddy Bear" Stamps.

Even with the best systems, some stamps slip through and 5 boxes of Self Adhesive
stamps in the original design were delivered to Royal Oak Post Shop in Auckland and
were, subsequently, sold over the counter. So far, only two of the boxes have been
traced and these Health Stamps have become a major modern New Zealand rarity.
7. Sea Shore Booklets. Issued August 7th 1996.
This was the first issue of a New Zealand booklet containing Self Adhesive stamps.
There were no First Day Covers as the stamps had already been issued in conventional
booklets in February, 1996. The booklets were printed from plates having 24 booklet
panes in two rows oftwelve.
Reports have been made of booklets with the horizontal die cut misplaced by 3mm
resulting in the top row of stamps with "New Zealand & the Value" appearing at the
top and bottom of the stamps.
8. Pohutukawa Air Post Stamp Booklet. Issued August 7th 1996. Printer Sprintpak
The stamps were printed on Jumbo Rolls with plain backing paper to produce the
First Day Covers with a single $1 stamp. Remainders were included in the 1996 Year
Book. These booklets included 5 Self Adhesive Air post cachets in the cover.
Reports have been made of a number of imperforate booklets.
9. 1996 Christmas Stamp. Issued September 4th 1996. Printer Sprintpak.
Two different 40c SA stamps were produced as part of this issue; one contained in a
booklet and the other in the roll form.
Booklets were produced from plates having 24 booklet images in two rows of
twelve placed head to head.

Figure 8. Se-Tenant Pair

Figure 9. Misplaced Die Cut

For the production of First Day Covers, Jumbo Rolls were printed with two stamps
appearing alternatively which went cut, formed se-tenant pairs (Figure 8). Remainders
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were included as a pair in the 1996 Year Book and the Hang Sell set of Christmas
stamps.
Booklets have been found with the horizontal die cut misplaced by 7mm. and the
vertical die misplaced by 3mm. resulting in the lower row of stamps being imperforate
at the bottom and the kings head and date missing (Figure 9).
10. Stout Legged Wren Booklets. Issued October 2nd 1996. Printer Sprintpak.
The printing plate consisted of 24 booklet images, 2 rows of 12 booklets. Jumbo
rolls were printed to produce the First Day Covers but the example included in the
1996 Year Book was taken from the booklet print.
Varieties reported are:
(a) Stamps printed on the booklet cover.
(b) Horizontal die cut misplaced by 6mm (Figure 10) resulting in the lower
row stamps without the words "New Zealand" and imperforate at the
bottom.
Top row of stamps with "New Zealand" missing and the skeletal trim as
part of the stamp design.
The inner section of a faulty booklet is shown with the skeletal trim that
has been created by the misplaced die cut.

Figure 10. Misplaced Die Cuts.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)
THE PRINTING AND STATIONERY DEPARTMENT FRANKS
ALLAN P. BERRY
According to infonnation supplied by COLIN CAPILL, the Printing and Stationery Department
was established as the Government Printing Office in 1864. The work undertaken steadily grew
and included the printing, in 1866, of the 1867 Stamp Duty stamps and ultimately most of the
printing required by Government Departments.
From the 1870s, the Stationery Office was authorised to use a printed frank for despatching its
mail. The earliest known date of use of this, the first frank, is 12 DE 76 on a small piece in the
collection of Colin Capill (Figure 1). The same collection also contains a used parcel label, dated
21 lA 87 (Figure 2). In my own collection, I have two examples on parcel labels where the frank
has been struck through with pen strokes. As there are no other markings, these are likely to be
remainders.
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The Postal and Telegraph Official Circular of 1st April, 1886, states:
"The Government Printer and Stationery Manager has adopted a new frank-stamp approved
by this office, for letters, packages, etc. posted by his department. A specimen of this stamp
has been sent to each Chief Postmaster. Permission has been given, however, for using up
stock in hand of covers, envelopes, etc. bearing the old frank-stamp."
The earliest example that I know of showing use of this, the second frank, is on a parcel label
dated by hand 27/3/1886 (Figure 3). The date is three days prior to the official notification of its
use to Postmasters and their staff.
The frank was used on a variety of stationery items - envelopes, parcel labels, postcards and
wrappers. Perhaps the most interesting use is as an adhesive label, printed on blue wove,
unwatermarked paper, perforated 12Y2. At least three covers are known, all addressed in the same
handwriting to the Agent-General for New Zealand in London. The example illustrated in Figure 4
is dated 24 .TA 91.
With the frank used on envelopes, a number of different printings can be identified. From those
in my collection, there is a range of use from 17 lE 89 to 3 NO 97. I have one undated cut down
long envelope where the frank has been cancelled by pen strokes (Figure 5). The rest are
envelopes measuring approximately 140 mms x 80 mms. They can be separated into two main
groups, with or without a comma after 'Department' in the inscription that appears in the bottom
left hand corner. It would appear from the dates that the printing with the comma after
'Department' is the earlier. For these, there are two identifiable printings from the length of the line
below 'On Public Service Only'. On one, it measures 57 mms. (Figure 6), on the other 62
mms.(Figure 7). For the printing without a comma after 'Department' I can only identify one
printing where the line below 'On Public Service Only' measures 62 mms.

f- Figure 6
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The most interesting use of the second printed frank is on parcel labels. I have examples that
range in use from 30 lY 86 - four months after its introduction - to 19.4.00. The printings can be
divided into three basic types, within which other sub-types can be identified. The basic groupings are:
Group 1. The printed year date is shown as 188 . (Figure 8).
Group 2. The printed year date is shown as 18 . (Figure 9).
Group 3. The printed year date is shown as 189. (Figure 10).

Printing and Stationery Department)
'Nellington, N.Z.,
,188 .

I
........_....__._ _1

Figure 8
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Taking Group 1 first. The position of the printed frank within the upper right hand corner varies:
a. The frank is 1·25 mms from the top inner frame line and 2·0 nuns from the right inner frame line.
b. The frank is 2·5 mms from the top inner frame line and 3·5 nuns from the right inner frame line.
c. The frank is 4·0 mms from the top inner frame line and 4·5 mms from the right inner frame line.
There is damage to the frame line opposite the bottom right hand corner of the printed frank.
In Group 2, the position of the printed frank within the upper right hand corner varies:
a. The frank is 1·0 mms from the top inner frame line and 4·5 mms from the right inner frame
line. This label also exists with at least two printed addressees - The Resident Magistrate
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and The Deputy Commissioner ofStamps. A further example is known with a partial rubber
handstamp address - THE MANAGER, / INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL, /
b. The frank is 3·0 mms from the top inner frame line and 3·0 mms from the right inner frame
line. This type also exists with a printed address, added as a separate procedure, to "The
Agent-General for New Zealand /7, Westminster Chambers, / Victoria Street, / LONDON,
S.W". In later examples, the address has been corrected by manuscript to read The AgentGeneral for New Zealand / Westminster Chambers, /13, Victoria Street, / LONDON, S.W.
In Group 3, there are a number of sub-types. The position of the printed frank within the upper
right hand corner varies:
a. The frank is 1·5 mms from the top inner frame line and 4·5 mms from the right inner frame
line. Apart from a hand addressed example, there is in my collection one that has a partially
printed address to The Registrar ofI Births, Deaths, and Marriages. I.
b. The frank is 4·0 mms from the top inner frame line and 4·0 mms from the right inner frame
line. The example in my collection has a printed address, added as a separate procedure, to
The Agent-General for New Zealand / Westminster Chambers, / 13, Victoria Street, /
LONDON, S.W.
c. The label carries the print number [3642-94 inside the two frame lines in the bottom right
hand corner. This is a basic label in which the address has to be completed. This is an
important point in view of the following.
d. The label carries the print number [3643-94 inside the two frame lines in the bottom right
hand corner. Note that the print number is increased by one on the former label. The
difference is that there is a partially printed address - The Land,; and Survey Office, I.
e. The label carries the print number [3201-98 inside the two frame lines in the bottom right
hand corner. The example in my collection also has a partially printed address to The
Postmaster, I. In addition, there is a printed note that reads 'For delivery on payment of,
which in this case has been altered in manuscript, erasing the 'of and substituting in
handwriting 'to W.H.Hemming'.
f. The label carries the print number [4627-98 inside the two frame lines in the bottom right
hand corner.
There are other, special parcel labels on which this frank appears. These are printed on blue
paper and carry the office designation RAIL WAY TICKET / PRINTING OFFICE. They carry the word
REGISTERED in a double line rectangular box and a partially printed address 'Statiomnaster'.
There are two examples in my collection, the first (Figure 11) bears no print numbers, and the
second bears the print number 98-4406).
The frank is also used on postcards (Figure 12). I have five examples in my collection, all
printed on different coloured card. Two are entitled on the message side 'New Zealand Statutes,
1892', one being on beige stock, used from Wellington on 11 QC 92 and the second on green
stock, used from Wellington on 12 QC 92. The third is on cream stock, printed in pink, with the
message entitled "Sheep Returns for the Colony made up to 30th April, 1891 ". It is used 3 NQ 91.
The fourth is on beige card and the message is entitled "Sheep returns for the Colony made up to
30th APRIL, 1893" The fifth is unused, printed in black on beige card, with a message that reads
"The official publication askedfor in your letter of the
,will be sent by return mail on receipt ~f
The sixth example is printed in black on orange red card and carries the message: "The notice
sent for publication in the Gazette will be inserted on receipt of
with the printed finish Your
obedient Servant / GED. DIDSBURY,I GOVERNMENT PRINTER, &c.
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(TO BE CONTINUED)

A SCARCE FIJIAN FORCES FIO CENSOR MARKING
JOEL L. BROMBERG
In 1997, the plain, rather unprepossessing cover illustrated below (Figure I, Obverse, and
Figure 2, Reverse) was offered in a recent Pacific Islands Study Circle sale. It was described as
being somewhat foxed and creased, but the auction catalogue noted that only two examples of the
FlO censor marking had been recorded; I decided to take a chance. Happily, my bid was
successful.
Until recently, little had been published on the military censor markings of the Fijian Forces in
the Pacific War. This gap was admirably filled by Jones and Startup in Pacifica, the Newsletter of
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the Pacific Study Circle (1, 2). Their survey revealed two examples of the FlO datestamp~ they
concluded from the censor's signatures, that this mark had been allocated to 1st. Commando, Fiji
Guerillas. The two examples recorded, however, were on covers with postal markings - notably
APO 709 and RNZAF "C" circular datestamps. These markings indicated an origin on Vella
Lavella in the Western Solomon Islands.

Figure 1

Figure 2
The illustrated item is clearly different. There are no military cancellations apart from the Censor
handstarnp. The Rotorua datestamp is dated 13MY43. This date is almost four months before the
invasion ofVella Lavella by U. S. A. and New Zealand Forces on September 5th, 1943.
So, armed with the initial information from lanes and Startup (1,2), I began to examine the role
of the Fijian forces in the campaign to recapture the Solomons Islands.
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Anybody who studies Postal History soon learns to appreciate the value of non-philatelic
sources. In this case, the military postal history is well served by two books the first written by
Lieutant R.B.Howlett (3) and the second by Asesela Ravuvu (4) that complement each other.
The first (3) is a semi-official work compiled from records and diaries. It opens with a detailed
history of the Fijian forces and charts their history from small beginnings to their strength at demobilisation. The later part of this book record many details of value including individual unit
histories, a NO,minal Role of Officers, the Roll of Honour (those killed in action) and Honours and
Awards lists.
Ravuvu's book (4) is a slim paperback, 69 pages in length. It contains an abbreviated account of
the Fijian soldiers and its focus is as much anthropological as historical. Many areas are discussed
including: Fijian attitudes towards war in general; the reasons why Fijians participated in both
World Wars and the impact of their wartime experience on relations between Indians, Europeans
and Fijians in Fiji. This volume provides a valuable insight into the Fijian perspective of the war.
The author draws on written sources many of which were published after 1948. His work also
provides a valuable recording of oral sources from ex~servicemen from the 1st Commando, Fiji
Guerillas and the 1st and 3rd Battalions of the Fiji Military Forces.
Using these sources, I was able to glean a surprising amount of information about the cover
illustrated. First, I confirmed that the FI0 handstamp was, indeed, used by the 1st Commando, Fiji
Guerillas: both the sender and the Censor were members of that unit. Secondly, on the assumption
that the letter took between one and three weeks to reach New Zealand, I concluded that it was
probably written at Aola on Gualdacanal, where the 1st Commando had moved from Kokumbona
on 24 April, 1943. The unit would spend the next two months engaged in jungle training and
combing other islands in the southern Solomons, especially San Cristobal.
No less interesting were the results of my investigations into the history of the two soldiers
involved. The sender, Corporal J.C.Bright, seems to have had a distinguished war record as he
"Mentioned in Despatches". The censor, Lieutenant P.M.Harper, was also "Mentioned in
Despatches". Sadly, in his case the award was posthumous. The citation for his award read:
"The main resistance at the airfield [Munda on New Georgia] ended on the 2nd
of August, although strong enemy opposition was maintained as the Japs fought
a rear-guard battle back to the coast, and across country to the Odonga side of
. the island
On [3 August] Lieut. P.M.Harper, while trying to reinforce a
party of Americans who had been cut off, was killed just after he had wiped out
a machine post and crew including a Japanese Officer. " (1)
The New Georgia campaign was a bloody one: the 1st Commando suffered 11 men killed
(including four Fijians and one Tongan) and 20 wounded out of a total of 130 (2).
In summary, it appears that this is the third known example of the FI0 censor handstamp.
Although it is foxed, creased and scribbled upon, this, apparently, mundane cover conveys a
remarkable and heroic story.
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