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ORIGINAL ARTICLESAND READERS QUESTIONS:
TE AUTE - OPAPA POST OFFICES

SAFARI
BACKGROUND INFORMAnON

One of the earliest ventures in Hawkes's Bay was the establishment of Te Aute College in a
very primitive form in 1854 about four years before the actual formation of the province itself. Te
Aute is some 27 Km. south - westwards by road from Hastings on Highway 2 and is named after
the Paper Mulberry tree (Broussonetia Papryifera) which was at the southemmost limit of its range
and had been brought to New Zealand by the Polynesians to make clothing. To the south, nearby,
are the Central Hawke's Bay towns ofWaipawa and Waipukurau. 1.6, ~
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The College was founded by the Reverend Samuel Williams who had ~.... 7~
settled in Te Aute with his wife and small daughter in 1854. The Government I 0"'-
of the day made a grant of 5,164 acres and the Maoris gifted a further 2,203
acres for the opening of the College. In the 1850's only a few pupils attended
as the College had scant facilities and few buildings. In 1859, there was a
disastrous fire that led to the closure ofthe College.

Hawke's Bay had become a Province and, therefore, distinct from
Wellington, by November 1858. One consequence was the development of
separate postal services. One particular route resulted in the opening of Post
Offices in: Clive, Te Aute, Patangata, Waipawa, Waipukurau and Porangahau
in July 1859. This route was serviced by a weekly packhorse.

The first Postmaster at Te Aute was Peter Bourke who is thought to have
operated from a small store located a short distanc.e from a hotel on the edge
ofa highway that had been built two years earlier.

The Reverend Samuel Williams had been responsible for the building ofa church,
Christchurch, in 1859. After the closure of the College in 1859, he was appointed
Official Trustee ofthe Te Aute property until the College ro-opened in 1872.

Now, Te Aute College has undergone major rebuilding but is still a Maori Boarding school.
The surrounding countryside is mainly used for fanning both sheep and cattle.
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HISTORY OF THE POST OFFICE
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The earliest means of treating mail were by manuscript cancellations that were pen written by
the Postmaster and are known between 1867 and, at least, 1884. Usually, the stamps are also later
cancelled by the Napier postmark or Obliterator 11 of that office. Examples are known of covers
that have been cancelled in manuscript "Te Aute Office" or "Te Aute" in pen, sometimes with the
date included.

In a recent Christchurch postal auction there was a cover (Fig. 1) bearing two 1d Full Face
Queens with a manuscript cancellation "Te Aute Office" and a Napier Duplex cancellation dated
October 11th., 1867. The letter was addressed in Maori to William Colenso. A further example of
the manuscript postmark is shown (slightly enlarged) in Figure 2. This example has the
cancellation "Te Aute 2.5.82" in addition to the Napier Type II cancellation.

Figure 1

The next development was the issue of an "A" class date stamp (Figure 3) to the office.
Marshall (1) indicates that the first known date of use is October 22nd 1885. This date stamp is
known to have been used until October 7th 1895: The original date stamp was destroyed in a fire
on October 10th, 1895. A replacement was sent which is illustrated in Figure 4. The new date
stamp had a diameter of 21mm. with the name being 17mm. long with a low cross bar to the "A"
of"Te Ame". This date stamp is known to have been used between October 16th, 1895 and June 18th, 1901.

Figure 2 Figure 3 Figure 4 Figure 5
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The final Type "A" class cancellor was proofed on July 22nd, 1901. The new die had a
diameter of 22mm.and is illustrated in Figure 5. The name was 18mm long and the cross bar was
higher on the "A" of "Te Aute". This was used until the Post Office closed in the name ofTe Aute
and became Opapa on September 16th, 1913. This particular cancellation is currently known to
have used between July 31st, 1901 and June, 1913.

Backtracking a little, in August 1885, the Post Office was moved from the store to the railway
station which was situated about 1 kilometre to the north. In 1888, Samuel Williams was
appointed to be the Archdeacon ofHawke's Bay Province. He finally died in 1907 at the age of 85
after being associated with Te Aute Maori College for nearly 50 years. The postcard shown below
shows the appearance of the College in 1907.

As already mentioned, Opapa Post Office came into existence in September, 1913. It continued
with this name until it closed on August 9th, 1949. By this time, the office had moved from the
railway station possibly to the store which is still in existence as a residence on Highway 2 near
the College.

During the entire existence of the Opapa office, a 25 mm. "J" class datestamp was used. This is
illustrated in Figure 6. Examples are known used between October 15th, 1913 and August 9th.,
1949. I have yet to learn of covers bearing evidence of registration from either office.

Figure 6

The illustrations of the datestamps are taken from Bruce Marshalls book about the Postal
History of Hawke's Bay (l). On page 211 of that book another cover is featured which is
addressed in Maori to Colenso (Te Koreniho) with a manuscript "Te Aute" cancelled at Napier on
February 11th., 1869.

And so the availability of an early cover evokes an interesting history. Today, the area is served
through the Hawke's Bay Mail Centre service in Napier. It is close to the New Zealand Post's
Service Centre at Pukehou.
Reference:

1. "From the Bay to the Bush - The Postal History of Hawke's Bay". Bruce Marshal! and Robin Startup. Published
1984 for the Jubilex '84 Committee, Hawke's Bay Philatelic Society.

POSTSCRIPT:

Lest this Journal should be accused of being out of date, we reproduce below (with kind
permission of the Publishers) an article which was published in "The Hawke's Bay Sun"
Newspaper of Thursday, January 16, 1997. This article provides interesting information about the
procedure for effecting a name change. The article appeared under the Headline:

"Te Aute place name now back on the map"
"Te Aute is now officially back on the map after disappearing in 1913, thanks to the efforts of

local woman Kay Highwood.

In 1992 when she settled in the area, Kay, who owns the Te Aute Store and Museum and is a
repository of local historical knowledge, noticed that Te Aute was not marked on maps. The area
was listed as Opapa, which was the name of the local railway station.
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"People who were coming in to see the museum often said they could not find Te Aute on the
map and they didn't know that Opapa and Te Aute were the same place," Kay says.

"Opapa, the name itself, has about twenty three different meanings but none of them are as
important as Aute, which is the name of one of the trees that came with the Tainui canoe. It was
almost like bringing a wardrobe, as the fibre from the tree could be made into cloth. It seemed a
much more significant name for the area."

"When the canoes landed some of the trees were planted in Northland and they flourished but
they didn't do too well in this area because of the frosts."

It took three months to go through all the procedures required to request a placename change.

She was required to fill in a list of questions, organise a petition, make sure that no other palce
had the same name, get permission from the local Maori committee and the mayor.

All the information was bound into book form and ran to sixty pages. Kay had a leaf from the
Aute tree laminated to form the cover ofher submission.

"The New Zealand Geographic Board meet two or three times a year. It didn't get heard until
December 1996. It was approved, but then had to be advertised and three months allowed for
objections - there were none."

Final approval for Te Aute to come back on the map came on May 23.
Forty people attended a tree planting ceremony last Saturday to commemorate the event.

Kay obtained seeds of a frost resistant Aute tree from Lincoln University and had the trees
grown for her at Top Trees Nursery in Clive three years ago.

"However I've only planted one. I've heard that they sucker like crazy."

A COLOUR CHANGELING?
T.H.FROUD

Whilst sorting through some New Zealand kilo-ware, I found an example of the 1984 24c
Antarctic Research stamp with the printing of "NEW ZEALAND 24c" coloured Olive Green
rather than the normal Chestnut. Initially, I thought that there could have been a printing mix-up
with the 58c but the green was a slightly different shade. After checking numerous magazines,
auction catalogues etc., I was unable to fmd any mention of this variety. I, therefore, wrote to the
Catalogue Editor of Stanley Gibbons and received the following reply:

"I have compared your examples with mint stamps from our reference collection.
Our block of the 24c showed "NEW ZEALAND" in a deeper shade of brown than
your "normal" example. Such variation would normally be expected in stamps
produced by the lithography especially where composite colours are involved. I agree,
however, that such variation would not extend to your second example.

I have compared all three stamps under ultra-violet light and can report that the
reaction from the reverse of all three is the same. Our mint block, however, also shows
a fluorescent reaction from the front; a property it shares with the other three values
and the miniature sheet. Of the two used examples you have submitted the "normal"
retains some traces of fluorescence but the "colour change" none whatsoever. When all
three stamps are examined under U.V. light, however, the colour of ''NEW
ZEALAND" is the same.

It is possible, I suppose, that the ink of this issue reacts with water to produce
differences, but I feel that the more likely explanation is that the ink reacts to direct
sunlight and that in the case of the "colour change" only, that the bottom ofthe stamp was
exposed. Some confirmation might be obtained from the fact that the postmarking ink at
this point also shows signs ofbleaching, but I agree that this, in itself, is not conclusive.
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On the evidence available from the examination of your two stamps and our own
reference examples, I would suggest that the printing may not be particularly stable,
possibly due to the fluorescent content of the paper, and that on the "colour change"
and the artificial shade has been produced possibly due to exposure to sunlight. It is
clear from the examination, however, that on the normal stamps, the colour of the sky
and NEW ZEALAND is the same. If the "colour change" had been a printing problem,
then the same shade should have been reproduced in the sky as well as the inscription.

I am sorry to disappoint you over your discovery, but I trust that you will find the
above comments of some interest."

As a collector of varieties, errors etc., I consider that any stamp that is obviously "different
from the norm," and has not been purposely tampered with should have some recognition even if
the monetary value is small. The last paragraph of this note, however, suggests that the stamp in
question is considered to be of no consequence. Subsequently, I wrote to a New Zealand dealer
about this variation; his reply was:

"My experience of this stamp was at the time we were deluged with such colour
variations from all over New Zealand. The problem here was that the stamp appears to
have been very subject to colour variations and change due possibly to atmospheric or
sunlight variations."

With this in mind, I experimented with some spare copies of the normal stamps. I submitted
them over a reasonable period of time to artificial and strong sunlight. The result was a very slight
trace of fading on the stamps exposed to direct sunlight. This result was expected: there was,
however no hint of a colour change.

As my New Zealand correspondent stated that they were "awash" with these variants I would
be delighted to hear from any reader who has one and a description of the extent of the colour
change. I would, also, be most grateful for further information about the frequency and genesis of
this phenomenon.

PURDON COVERS

IANSAMUEL

Some twenty years ago, when a member of the Sheffield Philatelic Society, I purchased a
collection of beautifully hand crafted New Zealand special covers. Two examples are illustrated
(Figure 1 and Figure 2). Figure 3 shows the stamp on the reverse of the covers.

The covers range in date from 1947 to 1958. They are hand drawn, painted, crayonned and collaged
to beautiful effect and cover a range of subjects from the discovery of New Zealand by Kupe and the
discovery ofgold in the Coromandel Peninsula. More mundane subjects are also represented induding
the Lamb Export Centenary in 1957, the first railway between Christchurch and Ferrymead, the
Centennial ofWhangarei Heads in 1956 and the opening ofthe local Post Office in 1947.

The covers were produced by Mrs. M. Purdon, who lived on a small farm near Parakao which is
about 30 miles from Whangarei, in the heart ofNorthland. I was told that Mrs. Purdon was a housebound
invalid who produced these covers as a form of occupational therapy. All the covers have been sent
through the post, some to herselfbut the majority to a friend, Mrs. Fairbwn, P.O. Box 118, Whangarei.

In 1991, I sent a letter addressed to the Purdon family at their R.D. address requesting further
information but the letter was returned as unknown. During a visit to New Zealand in 1993, I made
a detour to drive to Parakao and called at the local stores and Post Office. The owners had no
knowledge of the Purdon family but an old gentleman came in who remembered them vaguely but
said that they had moved out in the sixties. Unfortunately, he could not remember any further details.

17



The Kiwi, Volume 47, No. 1, January, 1998

In all, I have 39 covers, mostly with New Zealand connections but there are a group of four
produced for the Coronation in 1953 from Niue, Cook Islands, Tokelau Islands and Western
Samoa. There is also one cover depicting Papua New Guinea in 1952,

Are these the only covers that she produced? I doubt it! There could be more out there in
someone's collection. If so, I am interested in details of any additional covers or information on
Mrs. Purdon herself. Any response to me, please, at 35, Aseot Road, Moseley, Birmingham BB
9EN or via the Editor of The Kiwi.
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SOUTH AFRICAN MEDICAL RESEARCH POST CARD

RON. C. INGRAM

The South African postcard illustrated as Figure 1 (Obverse) and Figure 2 (Reverse) was used
by the South African Institute for Medical Research, Johannesburg. It is a receipt for Medical
Publications and unless the receiver of Medical Infonnation completed and returned the card they
would be excluded from further distributions of The Medical Bulletin.

The card measures 3W' by 5W'(the then standard size) and is printed on both sides in black ink
on a cream card. The name of "The Director, Nat. Health Institute" and the address appears to have'
been applied by an addressograph machine or similar. Note that there is an error in the address
which refers to "Wellington, South Island, New Zealand.

The postage rate of 7d was for second class Ainnail. The rate had not changed since September 6th,
1954 and the new rate was officially recorded as being introduced on October 1st, 1959. It is, therefore,
apparent that this rate was in use at the time that this postcard was used on April 6th, 1959 - six
months before the rate change was officially applied.

The Official stamps are both printed on coarse paper and have been cancelled with the slogan
"Buy N.Z. Made". This slogan was introduced after a request had been made by the New Zealand
Manufacturers' Association. The slogan was in use at Wellington between March 2nd, 1959 and
July, 1960.

The ainnail etiquette on the card is an example of the National Airways Corporation sticker.
This example has a large printing flaw in the top right hand corner.

The purpose of this postcard and it's use would suggest that examples should be found from
many Commonwealth or other countries receiving infonnation from "The South African Institute
for Medical Research".

D

The Librarian,
South African Institute for Medical Research,

P.0. Box 1038,

Johannesburg, South Africa.

Figure 1
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Recipients of copies of publications from the South African Institute for Medical
Research Johannesburg, are requested to fill in and return this post card if they wishI
their nan:es to be maintained on the mailing list. Non-return of this card will be taken
as an indication that no further publications are required. /'~. b

An exchange of publications is requested.

I am in receipt of :-

,..8!1./.I...&.M6.'15J./:l~.) ..8.1,/.f/. 2.I./.r; 'iJ.IJ4.'1"f).47'/..8.S?27"'"ll4l.·2.7 PI/.9:.,I...8.SJ'j"···J.gt ..·

.8.'i...~7....a.;?,.'1-..,..'&.£s:..) fj..r'~"1 f1..S7r.....8.G8.r"1i..~Cf;;".£6 ..a.y....fJ?.b..L., ..~..
1~.~··t.~)::·8.·b.··3 ....,.'N.b4..;,.[)..6S..1"'fJ.b.b•...~...~..f...~~...~..qk.~

Address: Th~ Dil'"ectol", Nat. Health Inst ••
5'~-1)2, Ridtlifo14 U Stl-eet.

·· ·..VE~LLIUGTO~r;······· ·..·..··············... .
.........s.O.:..l...l;h....I.slall'.l., IJ..Q.:;J~....zQ.n.. ' d •

/!~ ~ ..::..: -~---- '--'"t .H . ~'1 Signature · ·,..·~·L······ ···..· ·..·
Date.............................................................................. ~
HoRH•••••0 ./.1

Figure 2

Information about further examples would be most welcome.

POSTAL AUCTION OF N.Z. POSTAL STATIONERY

POSTAL AUCTION OF OLD PICTURE POSTCARDS

More than a few readers of The Kiwi will be familiar with my Postal Auctions which are
devoted to New Zealand Postal history. These Auctions have now been running for over 20 years.

I will be holding a special "Postal Stationery, Only" sale during February 1998 (Final date to be
decided). The Sale will include a very fine and extensive range of material: each Lot will be
exhaustively and accurately described. The material available will be from a number of different
vendors. Much ofthe material available will be rare.

The Stationery Sale will be followed by my first ever Sale devoted to Old Picture Postcards. A
very fme collection (formed over 30 years) has been consigned for auction: this sale will contain
the first instalment. Almost half of the Lots will be New Zealand cards which will include many
rare items which will be individually lotted.

If you would like to receive either Catalogue and you are not already on the mailing list for my
N. Z. Postal History sales, write to me at the address below.

(Please Note: In August, 1998, I shall be leaving Oman to return to New Zealand. All Sales after that
date will be conducted from my New Zealand address which is: P.O.Box 11 - 241, Sockburn,
Christchurch, New Zealand)

ALAN JACKSON, C.C.E., S.Q.U., P.O.BOX 20, AL - KHOD (123), OMAN
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