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THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, 1ST APRIL, 1989,
AT THE Y.W.C.A. CENTRAL CLUB, 16 - 22, GREAT RUSSELL STREET
LONDON, WC1B 3LR, STARTING AT 2.30 P.M.
THE ANNUAL COMPETITION WILL TAKE PLACE, DETAILS OF WHICH MAY
BE FOUND ON PAGES 15 AND 16 OF THE LAST ISSUE OF 'THE KIWI'.
WHILE THE JUDGING TAKES PLACE, ERNIE LEPPARD WILL LEAD A
DISPLAY OF NEW ZEALAND CINDERELLAS, TO WHICR MEMBERS ARE
INVITED TO CONTRIBUTE.

COURIER TO COURIER

Figure 1

Figure 2
SEE PAGE 29
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EDITORIAL.
Under the present Editorship, as yet no perfect issue of 'The
Kiwi' has been produced. In spite of careful proof reading, some
mistakes still seem to get through. Normally, these are simply
annoying, but not important.
In the last issue, a mistake in a telephone number was made, and
for this, great apologies are due, not only to the Membership, but
to the lady whose telephone number was so inadvertently published.
A similar mistake was made in one of the dates for a future
meeting. For 3rd September, please read 30th September, 1989.
The next meeting, as you will see, is the Annual Competition. The
usual appeal is made for your support of this event. Many and
varied interesting exhibits are required, to tax the expertise of
the eminent Judge.
Finally, please fill in the Questionnaire enclosed and send it
back to your Editor as soon as possible. The information asked for
will enable us to assist the New Zealand Philatelic Federation in
their discussions with New Zealand Post Limited.
ALLAN P. BERRY
MEMBERSHIP
NEW MEMBERS. We welcome
I.D.Campbell, 47, Brunswick Street, Lower Hutt 6301, New Zealand.
J.B.Hunt, 'Corner Croft', Castle Way, Steyning,
West Sussex, BN44 3FG.
RESIGNED
J.A.Bright, 5, Marina Gardens, Cheshunt, Herts.
A.Butcher, Bryn Eithinog, Bangor, Gwyedd, LL57 2LA.
R.Craig, 36, Cornhill Crescent, North Shields.
R.A.Flamank, 166, Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield,
West Midlands, B73 5UD.
R.A.Griffiths, 4, William Street, Kettering, Northants.
Major C.K.Mole, 46, Bell Lane, Spalding, Lincs.
A.L.Newble, Greenhay, Salisbury Road, Alresford, Hants.
D.Powell, West Stour, Gillingham, Dorset, SP8 5RL.
R.A.Price, 17, Bridge Road, Llandaff North, Cardiff, CF4 2JL.
F.W.Sawden, 35, Ealing Park Mansions, London, W5 4QH.
G.C.Williams, 84, Baker Street, Potters Bar, Herts.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
K.R.Wilderspin, 1, Delvine Drive, Mill Lane, Upton,
Chester, Cheshire, CH2 lDE.
(previously of Wembley Park, Middlesex.)
D.Wood, 62, Pentire Road, Lichfield, Staffs., WS14 9SQ.
(previously of 24, Cromwells Meadow, Lichfield.)
MEETING HELD SATURDAY, 28TH JANUARY, 1989
THE CHALON HEADS, OR FULL FACE QUEENS, LED BY IAN FOGG
Alan Baker opened the Meeting at 2.30 p.m. with a larger than
usual number of members present. He presented apologies for absence
from Gwyn Evans, and conveyed a message of good will from Peter
Garnett, who has resigned from the Society on the grounds that most
of his contemporaries have now 'departed'. He then passed the
Meeting over to Ian Fogg, who led the display given by himself,
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Charles Ryder, Tony Stephens and Ernie Leppard.
The first item was a reproduction of the Chalon portrait of Queen
Victoria, now believed to be in the possession of Robson Lowe, from
which the Full Face reproduction was made. As well as a fine
cross-section of all the issues, a considerable number of the
Perkins, Bacon & Co. Plate proofs, 1906 reprints for the Hausberg
book that was never published, and reprints for the Joliffe book
that was, were in evidence. A reprint of the shilling value in
orange-yellow made a striking example of the disorderly alignment
of the impressions and showed good reason why it is unusual to find
wide margins. An oxidized penny value looking remarkably like a
sixpenny stamp showed the justification for the colour changes made
in 1871-1873. The colour change of the fourpenny value, from rose
to yellow, had been made for a similar reason, to avoid confusion
with other values.
The various papers, with and without watermark, were discussed,
with a sample of unused watermarked paper on show. Facsimiles
produced by the Hertfordshire Philatelic Society were seen as well
as the forgery produced by Jeffrye, of the 'London Gang' of
Jeffrye, Benjamin and Sarpy. The famous tenpenny Chalon fake caused
a few remarks, and the show was rounded off with some cancellations
mainly of the Maori Wars and Goldfields, but including IX in bars'
of Chatham Islands.
Ernie Leppard gave the vote of thanks in which he remembered all
the participants except himself, an omission remedied by the
Chairman. The Meeting closed at 4.30 p.m.
A.G.
SPECIAL DATESTAMPS
XVlTH WORLD GAMES FOR THE DEAF

A special pictorial date stamp was used at
Christchurch on Saturday, 7th January, 1989, to
commemorate the XVlth World Games for the Deaf.

A special pictorial date stamp was used at Gore on
Friday, 24th February, 1989, to commemorate the
Centenary of the Tractor. This date coincided with
the first day of the Gore Tractor Centennial Rally.

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF WAIKATO
25th ANNIVERSARY
.. UNIVERSITY OF WAIKATO 6 MAR 1981i1
~

A special pictorial date stamp was used at
the South Hamilton Area Office on Monday,
6th March, 1989, to commemorate the 25th
Anniversary of the University of Waikato.
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A BOUQUET FOR THE BUREAU
HUBERT A.TULLNERS Jr., our Member from the United States of
America, wrote a letter which was published in 'The Kiwi', Volume
38, page 13, January, 1989, in which he complained about the
service given by the Philatelic Bureau at Wanganui.
Having cast the brickbats, he now writes offering an Unnamed Lady
a bouquet for the attention she gave to him and his problems. With
great courtesy and much work, he writes that these have now been
sorted out.
Thank you, Unnamed Lady, for your help to our Member. May all
your colleagues in the Philatelic Bureau follow your wonderful
example in the future.
ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY LIST AS AT 1ST FEBRUARY, 1989
ITEM
Lending Fee Code
194. Loose Leaf Catalogue of New Zealand Stamps, by
Campbell Paterson .••••••••••••••••••••••••..............••.• HC
195. The History of New Zealand Stamps, by William Jolliffe ..•.... C
196. A History of Government Life Postage Stamps, by J.W.Brodie ••• E
197. Introducing Postal History, by Vivien J. Sussex
A
198. Stampex '85 Report, by Laurie Franks
C
199. The Australian Stamp Catalogue, 21st Edition, 1984 ..........• F
200. Air Mails of New Zealand, Volume 2, The External Flights,
by Douglas A. Walker ••..•..••••••••.••••.........•..•••••••• HC
201. Postmark Taranaki, by Robin Startup and Andrew McNiven •..... HC
202. Airways 1936 - 1986, by Ross Macpherson .........••.•••••••••• F
203. First World War Patriotic Labels of Australia and
New Zealand, by Alan Jackson ••.•••••.••••.••••••••••.•.•..... C
204. New Zealand Postal Stationery Catalogue - Part 1 Postcards. 1988 Edition, by R.D.Samuel. .....•..••••••••••.•.• D
205. Censored in the Pacific, by Robin Startup ........••.••••••••. B
206. The Postage Stamps of New Zealand, Volume VII •.•............ HC
The Lending Fee Codes are n9w as follows:A = 60p; B = 75p; C = £1-00; D = £1-25; E = £1-75; F = £2-15;
G = £3-00; HC = £1-50.
I terns marked HC cannot be sent by post, but wi 11 be brought to the
London Meetings if at least seven days notice is given, subject to
availability and provided the Librarian is attending the Meeting.
Please ask for a L~brary Application Form if you are making your
first request. Please note that all library requests must include
the lending fee either as Postal Orders or Cheques, made out to the
Society. Items must be returned after two months from receipt; this
can only be extended if there is no waiting list and this extension
is obtained from the Hon. Librarian in writing. Items are available
in strict rotation in cases where there is more than one request
for the same item. All items from the Library are sent by Recorded
Delivery, and must be returned by the same method, to comply with
the requirements of our Insurance. We regret that items from the
Library are not available for loan to overseas members.
If any member has any book on any topic of New Zealand that he
would like to donate to the Society Library, it would be most
welcome.
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ITEMS FOR SALE FROM THE SOCIETY LIBRARY
A. Kiwi Philympia Edition, September, 1970 .•••••••..•.•••••••. £2-00
B. Catalogue of the Display by the Society to the Royal
Philatelic Society, London, on 17th November, 1977 .•••••••• £1-50
C. Certain back numbers of 'The Kiwi' .......•••••••...•••••••• £1-50
These prices include postage. They are available to overseas
members, who should if possible pay using sterling cheques or
British Postal Orders. If this is not possible, the remittances
should include sufficient extra money to defray bank charges.
Hon. Librarian, New Zealand Society of Great Britain,
B.T.Atkinson, Esq., 77, Wood Lane, Osterley, Middlesex, TW7 5EG.
Telephone (01)-560-6119. Callers welcome.
NEW ZEALAND PHILATELIC FEDERATION QUESTIONNAIRE
ALLAN P. BERRY
Enclosed with this issue of 'The Kiwi' you will find a copy of a
questionnaire being circulated by the New Zealand Philatelic
Federation, to which the New Zealand Society of Great Britain is
affiliated. I would be most grateful if all members would take the
time and trouble to complete this and return it to me as soon as
possible, at the address shown on the front page of 'The Kiwi'.
This gives us all an opportunity to express our opinions on the
activities and services offered by New Zealand Post Limited. As you
will see, you do not have to give your name and address.
The results will be co-ordinated by your Editor, and a summary
sent on to the Secretary of the New Zealand Philatelic Federation.
To be effective, the more completed forms received, the better. So,
please send them back, duly completed, before the end of the month,
if not sooner!
NEW ZEALAND POSTCARD SOCIETY
Members may not know of the existence of the New Zealand Postcard
Society. It is a band of individuals who collect the postcards of
New Zealand, spread throughout New Zealand. Thus, opportunities for
meeting are not very great.
An activity that is attractive is the mail auctions which are
held from time to time. As membership is not confined to residents
of New Zealand only, anyone interested should write to:The Secretary, New Zealand Postcard Society,
Chris Rabey, 55, Apuka Street, Wellington 2, New Zealand.
COURIER TO COURIER
TOM LATTO
A question for our New Zealand members, perhaps. If Hounslow,
Middlesex, is to England as Mascot, New South Wales, is to
Australia, what are the equivalent centres to Hounslow and Mascot
in New Zealand?
These locations refer, of course to the principal centres for
mail distribution used by International Couriers. No doubt prompted
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by economic advantages, plus faster service, increasing use is being
made by various organisations of such couriers to convey bulk mail
consignments from one country to another. On arrival in the United
Kingdom mail from Australia and New Zealand is then forwarded to
its destination via the Royal Mail.
The meter marks illustrated on page 25 were taken from recent
consignments of commercial mail from New Zealand. The enclosure
with the I.M.X. meter logo, Figure 1, originated in Auckland. That
with the T.N.T. MAILFAST logo, Figure 2, originated in Christchurch.
Whilst Mascot is the principal T.N.T. mail centre for redistributing
courier carried mail in Australia, where are the equivalent centres
used by T.N.T. and I.M.X. in New Zealand?
Editor's Note. The increasing use of Courier Mail opens yet one
more field for the student of Postal History. It also closes one of
the sources of fine used stamps from the countries from which such
courier mail originates. I think I would prefer to see the stamps
on mail, particularly if the items come from a philatelic source!
SUBSCRIPTIONS
A blue cross in a circle on the address label of this issue of
'The Kiwi' indicates to the member concerned that the Hon. Treasurer
has not yet received your subscription of £10-00. If payment is not
received by the time the next issue of 'The Kiwi' is due for
despatch, you will be lapsed!
MEMBERS ADVERTISEMENTS
Wanted. Good material, the scarcer the better, relating to N.Z.
Railways, Newspaper, Parcels, Freight or Charges issues, stamps or
parallel items. D.Churchill, 77, High Street, Mansfield Woodhouse,
Nottinghamshire, NG19 8BB.
Wanted. 'The Mail Coach'. All of Volume 1, except number 9. 'The
Kiwi', May, 1970, January, 1971. Photocopies acceptable. Contact
Margaret Frankcom, Queens House, 34a, Tarrant Street, Arundel,
West Sussex, BN18 9DJ.
AN ANONYMOUS COMMENT ON THE JANUARY EDITORIAL
I agree that the $1-00 round Kiwi stamp is unneccessary and is
aimed at collectors. As far as the other products of New Zealand
Post Limited go, they are aimed at the general public. Collectors
do not have to buy them. Their stamp issues are certainly prolific
and the cost for a set is getting steep. However, New Zealand Post
Limited are no worse than any other commercial operation trying to
sell their products. The decision lies with the public/collector
whether to buy or not. No doubt some will give up but new ones will
probably take their place. In order to sell their product one must
admit that New Zealand Post Limited have improved the designs of
recent issues. I often wonder why people only want mint - used is
more difficul t to come by, but it is cheaper. In some ways collectors
want it too easy - just go to a Post Office and buy a set, or easier
still, have a Standing Order at a Bureau. Is not one's joy of
collecting finding one's material?
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NEW ZEALAND NATIONAL PARKS
(8) MOUNT COOK NATIONAL PARK
CECIL BRISTOW
Training ground for the New Zealander who first conquered Everest
and for many others, the Southern Alps climax in this Park with
Mount Cook, at 3,764 metres high, New Zealand's highest mountain,
reputed to be every New Zealander's starting point in geography
lessons.
The Maori name for the mountain, Aorangi, is popularly translated
as 'Cloud Piercer', but the direct translation is 'Cloud in the Sky'
- Ao = Cloud; Rangi = Sky. As with other Maori names, however,
there are other versions.
One is that when the great Araitura canoe came from Hawaiki in the
grea t Migration it was wrecked on the South I sland coast, and as the
crew trekked northwards towards the Southern Alps they were.giving
names to the mountains. When sighting Mount Cook and noting that it
was the highest, they named it after their tallest member. This was
a small boy named Aorangi, who was being carried on his ;jrandfather' s
shoulders! Rather open to criticism! There are other versions
equally romantic.
The first attempt to climb Mount Cook was made in 1862 but
although the climbers got close to success, the struggling with
rough terrain and finding a route, plus spending a night on the
mountain near the summit, left them without enough strength to make
the final half-hour climb. Many more abortive attempts were made by
people anxious for the honour of being first to the top, but on
Christmas Day, 1894, Tom Fyfe, George Graham and Jack Clarke
reached the summit after pioneering an untried route, via the
Hooker Glacier. Since that period the Southern Alps have become the
centre of one of the most active climbing countries in the world.
The easy access to the Park, helped greatly by the opening of the
Haast Highway in 1965, means a quick start can be made on ascents.
Edmund Hilary made the first climb by the south ridge in 1948. Five
years later he stood on top of Everest with Sherpa Tensing.
Opened in 1953, the Park, with an area of 70,000 hectares, is
long and narrow, running 80 km along the Main Divide, part of its
boundary shared with Westland National Park, but only 20 km wide at·
its eastern limit.
It contains more than 140 peaks over 2,134 metres high. Naming
some of these peaks is a story of its own. Captain Stokes, of the
Royal Navy survey ship H.M.S. Acheron named the highest peak after
the great navigator and used other navigator's names for other
peaks - Tasman, Hicks, Le Perouse, Jellicoe, Sturdee, Vancouver and
Dampier, etc., whilst other names commemorate people who have been
connected in various ways with the Southern Alps, such as Sir
Julius von Haast; Darby, a guide; Broderick, a surveyor; Oixon and
Mannering, both climbers. Other names echo scientific feats.
More than one third of the Park is in permanent snow or glacial
ice. The Tasman Glacier, 29 km long and 3 km wide, is one of the
longest in the world outside the polar regions. The ice is estimated
to be 600 metres thick at one point. Other glaciers are the Godly,
Murchison, Hooker, Mueller, Glasson and Grey. There is a good road
up to the Ball Hut which provides a close look at the Tasman
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Glacier.
New Zealand skiing used to be centred on Mount Cook Park. It
first began in 1893 when M.Dixon, G.Mannering and T.Fyfe first
crossed the Park's Grand Plateau on home-made skis from reaperbinder blades. Traditional skis were imported and used in 1909, and
between the two world wars skiing was a major sport there. But
access to the slopes was difficult at the time, and longer, steeper
courses were found at Coronet Peak, near Queenstown, and at Mount
Ruapehu in the North Island's Tongariro National Park.
The access problem has been overcome to a degree by the use of
ski-planes which land on the Tasman Glacier making available the
24 km skiable length for the ultimate ski experience of the world,
but only for the very expert.
Bird and plant life is not as varied as in other parks, but there
is still plenty of variety. Over 400 ypes of ferns, trees, shrubs,
mosses, grasses, etc. are to be ound. The so-called Mount Cook
lily, which is in fact a giant moun ain bu ercup, of world renown,
is found here. Colonies of wingless mountain grasshoppers live in
parts of the Park.
Birds include the Southern Island Fantail, Bell Bird, Morepork so called because of the sound of its call - New Zealand Pigeon and
the agressive New Zealand Falcon, which will attack if one gets too
close to its nest.
But the real character of the Park is the Kea. It is an alpine
parrot of many facets. It is said to combine the silliness of a
March Hare, the swagger of a pirate and is very curious and
clownish. It likes to skate on i s rear end down ice-coated roofs.
It is quite unafraid of humans, will peck at shoelaces, test the
strength of car aerials and windscreen wiper blades and, un nvited,
share a meal.
The peaks of the Park are a breathtaking sight, to be treated
with respect when venturing among them. But even if only viewing
them from the warm comfort of the Hermitage, the panoramic view
will never be forgotten.

AIRMAIL ROUTES AND RATES FOR P.O.W. MAIL IN WORLD WAR 11
GEROGE BRANAM
During World War 11 over 9,000 New Zealanders became Prisoners of
War, most of them as a result of three actions: the retreat from
Greece in April, 1941 (1,856 lost), the fall of Crete in October,
1941 (2,180 lost), and the Libyan triumphs of Rommel in November
and December, 1941 (2,042 lost). Thus over 6,000 New Zealand
prisoners were taken in an eight month period, relatively early in
the war, largely through operations in which they were overrun or
military exigency compelled their abandonment. Until that time only
a few New Zealanders had become prisoners; it has been estimated
that by the end of 1940 there were no more than fifty, chiefly
airmen serving in the R.A.F. and merchant seamen.
In the period before mid-1941 for New Zealand the problem of
communicating with Prisoners of War was therefore only a small part
of the overall difficulty of maintaining lines of communication in
wartime. Just before the War the Empire Air Service had been
developing through the efforts of Imperial Airways and Qantas until
in mid-1938 the 'All-up' Empire Air Mail Scheme was put into
operation at the remarkable rate of l~d. per half ounce for all
letter mail. Only the last link of the Trans-Tasman route was
needed to provide New Zealanders with air service all the way to
England, and this was established just as war was breaking out in
September, 1939. Immediately it was necessary to lower sights and
raise rates on the Empire route to the previous level of 1/6, but
the service continued until the entry of Italy into the war on
10th June, 1940. Resort was then made to the 'horseshoe' route with
westbound flights terminating at Durban and mails being transported
the rest of the way by sea.
At about the same time, however, the efforts of Pan American
Airways to extend Pacific service from the U.S.A. to New Zealand
provided an alternative to the 'Horseshoe'. Beginning in July, 1940,
it was possible to fly all the way to Europe using the Pan American
Airways Pacific route, American transcontinental air service, and
the already operational Pan American Airways Trans-Atlantic service.
The rate for this route to the United Kingdom was 6/3, much more
expensive than the 1/6 for the Empire 'Horseshoe' but much faster
as well. In September, 1940, the rate for the Pacific route to the
United Kingdom was reduced to 5/9. This was the fastest and most
effective way of getting mail to Prisoners of War when the campaign
in Greece put for the first time a significant number of New
Zealanders in the hands of the enemy. Figure 1 illustrates a cover
posted to a Prisoner of War by this route, sent from Wellington on
12th August, 1941. The 5/9 rate applied to all air mail via this
route, of course, and many commercial and personal letters not
related to Prisoners of War were flown at the same rate.
The sudden increase in the numbers of Prisoners of War apparently
moved the New Zealand Government to devise concessionary rates, and
on 16th September, 1941, new postal rates were announced in the New
Zealand Post and Telegraph Official Circular specifically for
Prisoner of War mail:
The rate of postage on air-mail letters not exceeding ~ ounce
for transmission by the trans-Pacific air service addressed to
34
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New Zealand and other British Prisoners of War interned abroad,
have been reduced as follows:Air Mail throughout from New Zealand to Lisbon .••••••••••..• 3/Air Mail to New York, thence by surface mail to Lisbon ....•• 2/Surface Mail to the United States, thence by air to Lisbon •• 1/Figure 2, a cover posted from Morrinsville on 6th October, 1941,
at the new 3/- rate, has been appropriately inscribed at the top,
'Airmail NZ--Lisbon'. This letter has been directed to the soldier
through New Zealand House in London, and forwarded from there to
the Central Bureau at Geneva (see R.M.Startup's description of the
handling of this mail and E.W.Leppard's note in 'The Kiwi',
Volume 37, page 37). The 3/- appears initially to have been the
most popular, since it provided air service all the way.
The 2/- rate, calling for surface transportation across the
Atlantic, was less used, but the differences in the three rates may
'not have been well understood. Figure 3, a cover franked at 2/-,
bears the.incorrect inscription, 'Air to Lisbon'. This cover also
illustrates a new problem coming on the scene, for it is dated
10th December, 1941, three days after the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbour, which, of course, disrupted the trans-Pacific operations
of Pan American Airways. Although the civilian air service was
quickly replaced by contract arrangements between the airline and
the United States military and naval forces, priorities were
necessarily realigned, and the accessibility of civilian mail to
the new air service restricted. Still, limited access was possible,
though probably on a 'space available' basis with a consequent
increase in transit time.
On 17th November, 1941, shortly before the Japanese-American
entry into the War, the New Zealand Post Office had introduced the
Prisoner of War Aerogramme (called by them 'air-mail lettercard),
and this became the preferred means of correspondence. Repeatedly
in the Official Circulars the point is made that these provided the
fastest means, partly because being 'closed by folding instead of
by sealing, censorship is facilitated both in the country of origin
and the country of destination'.
The facilitating of German censorship was an important
conside~ation. Norman Gruenzer in his Postal History of American
Prisoners of War makes the point that when mail volume became heavy
American Prisoner of War mail was set aside (the United States did
not introduce an aerogramme form until 1944) and censors worked
only on British type aerogrammes. As the number of prisoners held
on both sides built up during the War the problem of keeping up
with censorship grew. A report of the Postmaster General of the
United States at the end of the War notes that in 1944 a backlog of
nearly 5,000,000 letters to German Prisoners of War held by the
United States, 'partly due to delays in censorship', created a
crisis and forced a change in procedure.
During 1942 the 1/- special Prisoner of War airmail rate, which
paid only for trans-Atlantic air service, appears to have been
popular, perhaps because of the uncertainty at the time of both
'Horseshoe' and trans-Pacific airmail services. An item in the
16th April, 1942, Official Circular notes:It appears that some counter officers are advising inquirers
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that, because of the interruption of the Empire Air Service, it
is useless posting for despatch by air mail letters and letter
cards for prisoners of war interned abroad. This advice is, of
course, incorrect, as air-mail communications for prisoners of
war are not, and never have been, forwarded by the Empire
Service. They are despatched by a different route, and are
carried for a portion of the distance by the Trans-Atlantic Air
Service operating between New York and Lisbon.
Although the September, 1941, Official Circular announcement of
the special airmail rates specified that they were 'for transmission
by the trans-Pacific air service (of letters) addressed to New
Zealand and other British prisoners of war', Figure 4 shows that
the rate was also extended to mail addressed to the International
Red Cross Committee in Geneva. This was in essence an analogy to
the 'free' mail privilege allowed both Prisoners of War and the
International Red Cross acting in their interest, although the
Geneva Convention did not apply to airmail; whether this application
was intended by the New Zealand Post Office or simply 'allowed' is
not clear.
The aerogrammes tended to supercede airmail letters. The reduction
of aerogramme postage to 1/- on 24th April, 1943, and further to 6d.
on 16th August, 1944, made them even more attractive. Of course,
enclosures were not possible with aerogrammes, and the special rate
for Prisoner of War mail remained in force, though a revised listing
of postage rates issued in the 16th October, 1942, Official
Circular omits reference to the 2/- rate, and shows:By air as far as circumstances permit ••.......•.•••••.•••.• 3/By surface mail to United States of America, thence
by air to Lisbon
.,
1/My thanks are due to TELECOM Library, Wellington, for courteously
granting access to the files of the Post and Telegraph Official
Circulars, 1938 - 1945.
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ROUTING CACHETS
E.W.LEPPARD
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Figure 1
Yet another example of a routing cachet has been found. This is
on a cover from Invercargill, addressed to England, bearing 1/6
worth of stamps, and cancelled 13.AP.37.6-P.M. It has a manuscript
endorsement 'By Air Mail', but no Air Mail Etiquette. The cachet
reads 'Australia-London', and is struck in blue. It is illustrated
at Figure 1 above.
L.J.KIMPTON has reported a further example of the 'VIA SYDNEY SINGAPORE / - ENGLAND' boxed cachet on a cover dated 3rd June, 1937,
on which 1/6 worth of stamps has been affixed. The cover is further
endorsed in manuscript 'Per Monowai'. This brings the number of
recorded examples of this cachet to eleven, all, including the
latest example, from Napier.
L.J.KIMPTON observes that on his example, the Air Mail Etiquette
overlays the cachet, and suggests that this might indicate that the
cachet was applied by the sender. The original report of this
cachet was also overlayed by the Air Mail Etiquette, as is also one
in my own collection. L.J.KIMPTON's alternative suggestion is that
the Air Mail Etiquette was applied by the Post Office. This is more
likely, with all examples reported being from Napier. The Air Mail
Etiquettes could be added possibly by the Foreign Mail Branch in
Auckland before being bagged for onward transmission.
In my article published in 'The Kiwi', Volume 37, page 70, July,
1988, I reported the recent discovery of routing cachets applied to
covers posted at Havelock North and Oamaru. I also reported a
further example of the single line cachet 'Per Australia = London
Air Maii', first reported by TOM HETHERINGTON in 'The Kiwi',
Volume 31, pages 21 and 26, March, 1982, used at New Plymouth.
I can now report a further cover from New Plymouth bearing this
cachet. It is a First Day Cover bearing a full set of the Chambers
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of Commerce Commemorative stamps, with an additional 4d. Mitre Peak
to make up the 1/6 rate required, cancelled 1st October, 1936.

Figure 2
In this case, however, there is a difference in the cachet. There
is a space of 3 mm between the end of Australia and the hyphen, and
there is no full stop at the end of the cachet, as may be seen from
the illustration at Figure 2 above.
It would appear, therefore, that New Plymouth had two cachets of
this wording. Your Editor and I would like to hear of any reports
of these routing cachets. They should turn up in England, as they
are all used on mail addressed to this country.
HASTINGS TELEGRAPH OFFICE CANCELLATIONS
TONY DODD
Certainly in the 1960's, 1970's and 1980's, customers at the
Hastings Post Office in Russell Street were faced with several
attendants at the main counter. One of these was an Officer who
handled toll calls and other services needing the use of a
Telegraph Office canceller for such purposes. This Officer also
accepted regular mail items requiring immediate postmarking, such
as Registered Mail, and thus used the Telegraph Office canceller
for all purposes.
My earliest example of a Telegraph Office canceller on mail is on
a New Zealand Post Office Telegraphs Christmas Greetings Card dated
24 DE 1Q.A, shown at Figure 1. My latest date of this type is
4Q

•

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

10 AP 28.A. However, I have a single stamp cancelled with a single
circle with, around the inner periphery, at the top, TELEGRAPH
OFFICE, and at the foot HASTINGS~ in the centre, at top NZ and the
date in two lines in the lower half, e.g. 26 AU/07.
It is possible that the early marks were not applied at the Main
Office counter but elsewhere, although counter usage appears to be
definite from about the late 1930's.
The next development was the supply of a circular datestamp, as
at Figure 2, by at least 1920, my earliest date being 19 AP 20, and
my latest 10 OC 52. This was followed by the supply of a canceller
of steel, Figure 3, well known to collectors as it was frequently
applied to commercial mail. My earliest date is 24 MR 74, although
I am sure it was in use long before then. When the rubber N.Z.POST,
HASTINGS TELLER No. cancellers, Figure 4, were first used at the
counter on 29th April, 1987, the other datestamps, including the
Telegraph and Registered, were withdrawn. From then on, these were
used when members of the public especially asked for clean
cancellations or in the instance of bulk postings. My latest
Telegraph Office is 12 JE 87.

Figure 4

Figure 5

When the New Zealand Post and Telecom were set up as separate
entities on 1st April, 1988, all the cancellers, including the
Telegraph Office, were sent to Wellington, except that the Mail
Room retained two steel types and a slogan machine. The public
counters used the rubber type illustrated at Figure 4, and in
addition there are MOTOR REGISTRATION circular datestamps, shown at
Figure 5, that can be found on commercial mail in the same way as
the TELEGRAPH OFFICE were employed.
If you find TELEGRAPH OFFICE or lately MOTOR REGISTRATION
cancellations, don't discard them out of hand as they have probably
been used for genuine mail purposes. I feel that what I know of the
circumstances at Hastings should perhaps be recorded now before the
information is forgotten. It may also stimulate correspondence.
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1913 SUTTON MILITARY CAMP LABEL
ERIC GIBBS
I read with interest ALAN JACKSON's article on this label in 'The
Kiwi', Volume 35, page 110, November, 1986. Members may be interested
in the original artwork for the label. At the bottom, there is the
written note:"Mr. Printer Man - please let me have this / sketch back as I
place some value upon it. (Signed) S.T.George 27.3.1913"
Below this there is another written note:"To be reduced to the same size as the Id. stamp."
Up the right hand side is written:"the other four Lizards dormant in corners. / Kiwis are in rear
of the tents."
It would be interesting to know who 'Mr. Printer Man' was, and
the position held by S.T.George.

.'

\.,

, ,

',I

"

I

.
;,~

• *

