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By our Vice-President and Ghainm&n -

4t this Meeting will be an old friend of the Society,
Colin M. MeNaught. He 1s visiting this country at the end
of thls month from New Zealand, and is bringing some extra
speclal material with him, and we hope that our Chairman
will he able to spare a little of his time to Colin, to
ensble him to at least "whet our appetites".
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Iike everything else, the ocost of the KIWI has risen considerebly
during the last two years, and of course postal charges have olso risen.
It has been found necessoxy to try and meet these increases by using a
smaller type setting and thus reduce the amount of poper used. This is
purely an experiment and your comments will be appreciated.

If you wish the KIWI to contirme as in the post and do not 1like
the new setting, then we hove two courses open to us. Firstly to roise
the anminl subsceription o 1ittle, or ocut the content. This I should
hate to have to do, becanse asg your Editor, I om very proud of our
publication, and feel that we have o vexry high stondord, ond it would be
a great pity to hove to reduce the content.

Edltoxr.

We have leammed with interest that Dr. K.J. MoNaught will be
visiting this country, wvia Censde, for a gtay of several months during
1973, He would Iike to make contact with any of our members who belong
to loocal Societies, and would like to receive a visit and display from
him., He would also welcome contact from any member who has waterial of
interest for the proposed Volume VI of the N.Z. Handbook. Anybody
interested plesse write direet to him - Dr. K.J, McoNaught, 627, Grey
Street, Hamilton. New Zealand,

Congratulations to our Member B.J. Pratt of Enfield, who has been
clected Vice~President of the Enfield P.S.

I leaxm from our Member W.A.0. Jocob of Liverpool, that he is
retuming to New Zealand to 1ive at the end of the year. He hos been
here fox 33 years. We wish him well, and many years of good health and
prosperity in his new choloe.
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MEETING OF t MAY, 2972

DISPTAY AND FIIM SHOW BY THE NEW ZRATAND
HIGH COMMTSSIONER'S "OFFICE,

The meeting began with the introduction of Mr. Hitchoook, Mr.
Watts and Mr. Auger, the representatives of the High Commissioners Office.

The first item was a film by the New Zealand Natlomal Film Unit
which took the form of a travelogue. It started at Wellingtom, the
City of hills, whose docks and shoreline have pertly been reclaimed from
the sea. From there to the noturel beauties of New Zealand, showing
some of the lakes, some hot some cold. The flore of the country some of
which is urdque to New Zealand ond some imported from the United Kingdom
and elsewhere, Trees of natural beauty in their different mantles of
the seasons, where winter is in July and Christmas in high summer. It
showed the man made forests of redwood which only take twenty five years
to mature.

Then to the mountains which cover an area larger tha.n Switzerland,
of which seventeen of the mountains are over 10,000 feet high: It
showed ice covered mountaing in the mldst of which axe hot lakes, Liks.
ilcy fingers holding a bowl of boillng water with the steam rising in
clouds into the blue of the sky. These strange geysers of hot water and
boiling mid, hot enough to cock food, in complete contrest to the
glaciers of thick lce, which at the lower levels melt into rivers then
on to the sea.

Continmiing on our Jjoummey we then saw some of the coaatlim, the
fiiords, the besutiful indented beaches, the pancake rocks of limestone,
and the amea itself where big game fishing is vexy populaxr.

Then to three of the major cities of New Zealand., Firstly to
Wellington built on B:thyhtwo volcam.c cones, where ya.ohting is &
favourite pastima.

To Dunedin founded ‘by Scots settlex'a and remeins predominantly
Soots today, It is 2 qulet sedate City of grey stome whexe the swirl of
the kilt .and the soumd of the 'ba.gpipes is still a common sight.

On to Christchurch, a Iittle pisce of England in New Zealand
stending on the river Avon, where Iilac grows in the squares with English
architecture, English trees, and Engliah weathex,

There are no snekes or any other harmful animals i New Zealand.
The most frightening animal :’Ls a ligard, which desplte 1ts B.ppeam,me
is quite hD.mlesa.

The film then showed a boat tr:n_p on an underground la.lne with
colourful stalagtites and stalagmites, and what appeared to be clusters
of little stars on the ceiling. These were, in fact, thousand.s of
little worms whose talls ln.ght up in the da.rk :



No £film on New Zealend would be complete without the beautiful
and varied varieties of birds. In partioular the Kiwl strutting about
beck down like o blind mon with his stick. The egg of the Kiwi is nearly
as big as itself.

The film ended with a kind of resumé of the film itself. The
woaterfalls, the Fjlords where with the sheer sides of the oliffs and the
depth of the sea, there is no anchorage for vessels.

New Zeoland is & country where a whole world is packed into two
islands.

The evening contimed with a talk by Mr. Watts on the printing
of New Zealond stompg.

Stamp printing has become a very competitive business. Whereas
the New Zealand stomps used to be printed mainly in Englond this was not
now the cose. Stamps were still however designed moinly in New Zenlond.

There were mony problems of design and printing especinlly where
controsting colours were used. Mr., Watts thought it would be a good
idea if printers and designers could get together to discuss their
mitual problems, as some 0f the designs were too ambitious.

He then went on to discuss secuxity in stamp printing. As eooch
sheet of poper mist be accounted for, it is very hard to understand how
unouathorised moterinl reached the maxket., BEaoh sheet is counted and
checkad ot etch stoge of printing and again when it left the printers.
Me. Wotts explained thot it took many weeks to troin a checker.
Chocking wos not done stomp by stamp, but sheet by sheet. A checker
wos brained o take in the whole sheet at o glanece which wos far more
effective than stomp by stomp, A trined eye can pick cut a mistoke
eamily becouse o stomp or stomps stond out as being different from the
rest of the sheeot.

Mr. Watts then explained thoat special paper hod to ba used for
each type of printing i.e. photog:mvum, litho, oxr recess becouse of
the different techniques to give o shoyp imprint. .

He then asked for members questions which was well received by
those present. Ths questions and disoussion which ensued could hove
gone on for o very long time, as the members got engrossed in the
subject.

My, PoLs Evans thonked Mr, Woatts for his talk, and aaid th&t it
was very rarxe for a non—ocollector to give such 2 wonderfully fronk and
forthright lecture on a philntelic subject, and that it took o very
brave mon to face a specialist society with this honddenp., It ws
especiclly commendeble as Mr, Wotts hod not referred to any notes
throughout the entire tnlk, It was agreed that it had been an excellent
talk ond very well received by all members present.

The second film wos called Early Days. A history of New Zealond
through stomps filmed for the New Zealand Post 0ffice,

It started with Abel Tasmon (The Dutoh novigntor) first sighting
the coast of Now Zeclond in 1642 in latitude 41 B, as shown on the 24
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issue of the British Sovereignty Centemaxy of Pmclamt:mn, but wos
prevented from landing by hostile notives.

Then in 1769 Coptoin James Cook re-discovered New Zeoland chorting
the coast of the two moin islands, os deploted on the 1d stamp of the
same issue,

Soon the whalers opexating in the southermn ocean begon to use New
Zenland for shore stations, later setting up the first pexrmomnent
settlement ot Kororaxekn in the Boy of Islonds. This wos depicted by the
24 issue of the Southlond Centennicl.

The Cove drcarings found in New Zonland as shown on the 2/=- Flower
ond Plctorial issue of 1960 led to the Mroris. The Kouri pines as
shown on the 1/- issue British Sovereignty Centennxy of Proclomotion,
grow to over eighty feet high ond were ideal for mrking masts. For aid
with the cutting and txomsportetion of the pines the Mooyis were glven
guns and knives., As the immigrents increased in mubers so the friction
between the settlers and the Mroxis inereased., The Maoris resented the
growing demond, foxr their lond, This culminnted in fierce and bloody
boattles which broke out intermittently until 1820. In 1840 the Governor
Captoin Williem Hobson proclaimed British Sovereignty on behalf of
Queen Victoria, and signed the Treaty of Wodltangl guaranteeing the Mooxdi
Chiefs protection and all territorial rights, while &11 the powers of
Sovercignty were passed to the Queen as shown on the 234 issue of the
British Sovereignty Centencxy of Proclomation.

New Zealond became o Crown Colony in May 1941. :

Gold wos found in the 1870's in the rivers of Westlond and Otago
which started o gold rush. Prospectors come from Australin and the
United States. This wos deplcoted on the 34 issue of the Westlond
Centennial,

Great Britain wos the modn lmporter of wool, tallow, a.nd hides.
These exports are depicted on mony stomps. \

In 1900 New Zeolond women received the vote for the firset time.

In 1915 the New Zealond forces fought the hopeless Go.l]ipoli
campoign. -
Then followed a look a% ths industries through stomps. The film
wos described at the end, ond vexy optly so, as & frogment of a legend
discovered long cgo.

THE DISETAYS,

The first displey wea by courtesy of the Philatdic Buresu,
Wellington, nicely mounted on cardboard sheets. The exhibits were mainly
mint blocks of four., The display included the 196 definitives,
centennial issues, special issues, Christmas issues, and the complete
health issues to 1969.

The 1961 Christmos issue included the acccepted design and first proof
copies. Therc was also the originnl drawing by Ieonard C. Mitchell of
the 196l Christmos issue, the First Christian Service.
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The Sccond disploy consisted of droft designs ond preliminnyy
oxtists work submitted by printers to the New Zeolond Post Office of the
current definitives 7o, 730, 86, 150, 23¢, 250, ond L.

My, Turner thonked the members of the High Commissiomers Office on
bebalf of the Society, ond said how much the members had enjoyed the
neeting. He thanked 0ll comcerned most sincerely for a most entertaining
evening, which wos heartily echoed by all nembers presemt,

Bl11l Searls.

TO YOU IATER.

THUS SA.VE . INSURANGE 008'.1‘3.

HO! S _AND ABSENCR M _HOME

MEMEERS ON THE PACKET IIST ARR REQUESTED TO ADVISE
THE PACKET SECFETARY AS EARLY AS POSSIEIE OF
HOLIDAYS AND ANY PERIOD THEY WILL BE AWAY FROM
HOME OVER 4 DAYS, THIS WILL ENABIE THE PACKET

TO EE DIVERIED TO ANOTI'ER MEMBER AND RRTURNED

PIRASE ASSIST BY GIVING THIS IM?’OBMATION AND

NEW_MEMEERS:

Bric W. Whitmoxre -

CHANGE OF ADDEESS:
R. ‘Attexby -

B.AJ. Babister -
0. Constantine -

R.H. Horton _ -
Mr. & Mrs. G.A, Powell -
R.J. Spare -

87

6, Swanzy Road, Sevenoaks, Kent.

"Linden Iea" Bddyfield Road, Ox
Spring, Sheffield, Yorks.
57, Weymeds, Byfleet, Sﬁmy. .

22, Duxford Drive, Re.A.F. Aldergrove,
Crumlin, Co. Antxim, N, Ireland.

5, Thames Court, Rivexr Dene,
Baalngstoke, Hants. :

57, Downsview Roa.d, St. Helens,
Ryde, L.0.W.

16, Buxton Drive, Mickleover,
Dexby.



Regr Admirel J.D,

Trythall C.B., O.B.E. ~ The 014 Vicarege, Corfe Taunton,
Somerset. )

ADDITION TO ATDRESS: _ |

K. Gaff -~ Code NE3). 8RF

 CORRECTION: )

In the May issue of KIWI, Mr. C.C. Deigan of 15, Foresters Homes, Mayplace

Road West, Bexley Heath, Kent, was reported as being "lapsed". This
statement was in erxor. '

—————— A ————

ATPINE FPLANTS,

On June, 1972 a set of )4 stamps were issued depicting Alpine Plants.
They were designed by Miss E. Mayo of Christchurch and printed by Masam.
Harrison and Sons Litd., England, using the Lithography process. The
stemps are printed in sheets of 100 (10 rows of 10 stamps). Unless stocks
are exhausted earlier, these stamps will rema.in on sale at Post Offices -
until 31st July, 1972.

4o Cotuls Atreta (The black soree cotuls) is found in Marlborough and

Canterbury at heights between 4000 and 6500 feet. It is one of the

commonest scree plonts on the drisr mbuntains. The flowers seem to be
almost black with pollen, appearing as & ring of golden dots.

60 Leucogenes Leontopodium (The North Island edelweiss) is found from
Mt. Hikirengi near East Cape southward to some localities of the South
Island. Its golden flower clusters surrounded by densely woolly white
leaves make this plant conspicuous :Ln atony alpine herbfields 'between
LOOO and 6000 feet.

8¢ Ramnmoulus Heastii (Hoast's ‘butteroup) is found on screea (steep slopes
of loose angular stones) from Nelson to Otago and Westerm Southlond on

the drier mountainsg from 3500 to 6500 feet, ' This buttercup has glistening
flowers on thick stalks and succulent grey-green leaves.

10c Gelmisia Treversii (The brown mountoin daisy) is found on the mountains
of Nelson and also in Fiordland, meinly in moist, snow tussock herbfields
betwsen 3000 and 5000 feet. The furrowed leaves are rich blue-gresh, felted
beneath with russet wool, The leaf stalks are ;pu:mle, wh:x.le the flower
stalks are clothed in russet wool.

Credit is duec to Peter Oldham Itd., Fhilatelic News for the
above information.
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8, Middleton Avernue,
. Littleover, Derby, DE3 6DL
'I'el: 1’-.57 17 -

"FINDS" ARG STITT, TO BE MATE.

Whatever ones aims are in the pursuit of their philatelioc intereata,
we mist surely admit that secretly we all hope for a find. When such a
rexe event does happen then it gives a great boost to the morele,

"How does it bappem?. Well in my ocase & lot of Juck! At the time
the event seemed unlucky, o purchase ot Auction, the worst of three lots
s0ld on behalf of the Esgtate of the late Anthony Annetts -« I missed the
other better lots. It woe a lot of mainly tatty material. Ah well -
sort it out! Thore was one page from an old album covered both sides with
stuck down Chalons ond Austrolion States. About 25% were worth rescuing
including a N.S.W. "Woees! variety. Two Cholons wore Davies prints and
gouged 13, a 1d. Oronge ond o 34 Iiloe. The latter has two straight
edges. Both were mount on the o.ppmpxiate poge in my olbum but that 1d
worried me.

© Sevexrel times over the next two waeks I want ba.ck: to that sta.mp.

Something wes wrong - either the perfs were very rough or it wos something
else. Refor to the N.Z. Hondbook., OCould it be o serxate? Not all the
holes hod separated and these were more like dlagonal slits.  Trouble was
that it wes not listed in C.P.s Catnlogue ond it wos ages before it was
trockad downo.a & minor mfemnoe in Vol 2 of the Hondbook, .

In the meontime my dgnorence had to be admitted, so I appealed
to C.Ps. Mr, Compbell Poterson ogreed it could be gem:ine, and suggested
that the best arbdter would be the Royal Society of New Zealond - so off
it went, Through no foult of theirs however it was o yaar before I
received & Certificate and letter from Mr. Morcel Stanley. What a walt!

Mr. Stanley scys in his letter, to quote - "Your stomp bhas evoked
considerble interest and is undoubtedly gamx:lne although we differ
" 8lightly in our agreement to the description 'serrotes' or ‘oblique
roulettes! - this due only to the rrity of such items cnd not in any woy
to ‘our ability to olassify the itenm",

} The sequel! - Well the certificate does also mention "thinmd" but
this is nét apprrent from the front. - It now holds pride of place in my
album, - That 3d worries me, the perfs are too shnllow and the imperf
sides ore right and bottom - & cormer stomp with some othex type of
unofficinl seporation? Mast do something about it sometime, if I con

agnin bear the suspense.

J.D. Pedrce.
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NEW ZEALAND WRECK MATLS

by B. R, Peace
(Not to be reproduced without prior written consent of the author).

WRECKS AT SEA.

Mail was occasionally carried to and from New Zealand by traders,
supply ships and Awerican whalers in the 18303, but it was not until
1840 that organised postal communications began. There were many wrecks
in New Zealand waters in the nineteenth century where the mail was not
salvaged; there were others where mail was salvaged but no explanatory
or identifying markings applied. Before 1840 it was common practice
to hand letters to Captains of whalers and pay them a fee for ocarrying
each letter to their home port where they would be posted on to their
destination., Few of +these letters reached their addressees; most of
them were undoubtedly thrown overboard or burned. - Captains of whalers
did not want the success of the whaling 'industry' publicising.

The first immigrant ship from England arrived at Port Nicholson,
at the mouth of the Hutt River, on 22nd January, 1840, after a voyage
lasting 138 days. This ship, the 550 ton "Aurora", deposited 148
settlers on a beach called Britannia (now Petone) at the northem end
of Port Nicholson, and was the first vessel to sail from the port
following the founding of the settlement. The "Aurora" left Port
Nicholson carrying the first outward mail; she sailed up the west coast
to Kaipara Harbour (north of Auckland) where she took on a load of
spars for her return voyage to England. In April 1840 she was totally
wrecked on leaving the harbour, running aground on the northern head;
all the mail was lost, (1)

On July 8th, 1845, the "Tyne" was wrecked off Sinclair Head and-
her thirteen boxes of mail were recovered with the help of soldiers.
In the same month the 280 ton American brig "Falco" was wrecked at the
north end of Hawkes Bay whilst carrying mail from Wellington to
Auckland. The letters were looted from the wreck by Maoris and
deserters who requested substantial compensation for handing them over.
Captain Reid of the "Lady Leigh", the search vessel which discovered
the wreck of the "Falco", managed to obtain ten of the letters from the
Maoris in exchange for some print and ocalico; the rest of the mail
wad never recovered despite the efforts of the then Colleostor of
Customs, Henry D'Arch, to have the "Viotoria" sent with articles of . (2)
compensation.

EEE A e e e et s ol

(1) Startup, R.M., "Early Days of the New Zealand Post Office", 1960.

(2) The British Government ordered that the leadership ov:E‘ the N.Z, P.O.
should be assumed by the ocurrent Collector of Customs, Henry
D'Arch held this post from 9th April, 1845, until lst May, 1848,
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The "Josephine Willis" oollided with another ship in the English (1)
Channel in February 1856 when bound for Auckland. All the mails were
loat. In June of the same year "Unole Sam", a schooner of 27 tons, (2)
was wrecked off Long Foint, Hawkes Bay, whilst in passage from
Wellington to Auckland and the mails and despetches were all lost.

I have no details of mail in comnection with the wreck of the
steamer "Williem Denny" which ran onto rocks near the North Cape in
March 1857, or the ateamer "Vioctory" wrecked south of Otago heads in
1861. All the mails were saved, though in a damaged condition, when
the schooner "Pelsart" was wrecked in Lowry Bay on 3rd July, 1858, She
wag bound for Napier from Wellington with mails from Great Britain.,

There are records of other wrecks in the same period. The "White
Swan", a steamer of 335 tons, was wrecked when she stxuck a reef at
Flat Point 18 miles south of Castlepoint, on 29th June, 1862. She was
carrying 65 passengers and crew all of whom were landed safely; also
on board were official records of the colony of Wellington and the
reference library of the House of Representetives., Ten cases of
public records were lost but the mails for Wellington were saved.

On 1lst September, 1862 the 550 ton "Lord Worsley" & steamer of
the Inter-colonial Royal Mail Packet Co. was wrecked on the Taranaki
coast near Opunake, The passengers and crew were landsd safely and
reached New Plymouth as did all the mails,  The "Lord Worsley" was in
passage from Nelson to New Plymouth and Aucklangd,

Whilst entering Manukeu Harbour (Auckland) on 7th Februa.ry, 1863
‘H.M.S.- "Orpheus", a steam coxrvette of 1706 tons, struck the harbour  (3)
Bar and was wrecked with the loss of 189 lives. The ship's papers and
mails were safely landed at Mamimu Heads p:.lot sta'bion by the ship's
cutter.

The mails were recovered, though badly damaged, when the steamer
"Airedale" was wrecked near Waitara on l4th February, 1871, whilat (&)
in paasage to New Plymouth with mails from Great Britein o

The first World War inevitably oaused the loss of much mail
originating from or destined for New Zealand., Records of the wrecks
and their mails are poor, this being due to the large mmber of
sinkings, the cloak of secrecy which surrounded many of the incidents

and the obvious reluctance to name the vessel in the explanatory cachet.

e S .

(1) startup, R.M, "Pacific Stamp Journal" February 1960.

(2) Startup, R.1, "Haori Wers Postal Services” 1961, page 33.
(3) Startup, R.M. "Maori Wars Postal Services, page 52.

(4) Startup, R.M, "Pacifio Stamp Journsl", February, 1960.
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In January, 1915 the steamer "Tokomaru" was torpedoed in the
English Channel on her way to New Zealand, The White Star steamer
"Arebic" was surk by a German mine in August 1915 and all 211 bags of
New Zealand mail was lost. Nearly all the mail wags recovered when the
England bound "Rangitira"ran aground mear Cape Town on lat April, 1916.
On 23xd June, 1917, the P, & 0. liner "Mongolia" & stoamer of 9,505 (1)
tons built in 1903, sank after hitting a mine some 60 miles off Bombay
and all 925 bags of mail for New Zealand were lost.

When the "Port Kembla" struck an ensmy mine off Cape Farewell on
18th September, 1917, all the mails went down with the ship.  In June (2)
1918 the "Wimmera", Auckland bound from Sydney, struck a mine and
sank within ten mimutes all the 85 bags of mail being lost, '

_‘Only 94 of the 461 bags and crates of meil on board the steamer
"Wiltshire" were saved when she was wrecked on Great Barrier Island, (3)
Auckland, bound from London, on 31st May, 1922,

Casualties of mail-carrying vessels at sea, where subsequent
identlfying markings were applied, are well desoribed and Illustrated
in the-third edition of the late Major Adrian E. Hopkins "A History
of Wreck Covera" published by Robson Lowe Ltd. The following~ -
information in oconneotion with the wrecks of the "Colombo", "Sehiller",
and "Tararua" and the fire on hoard the "Alaska" is 'baa:v.cally ‘s, Summary
of Hopkins's work for the benefit of those who have not referred to
it.

1862 19th November "Golombo",

The first recorded cachet applied to New Zealand wreck mails was
that epplied to mail recovered from the wreck of the P, & 0. steamer
"Colombo" which foundered on Minacoy Island, one of the Laccadive
Islands in the Indian Ocean, on 19th Novenmber 1862, A1l the
passengers and orew were rescued but some of the mail spent the
following three months submerged until recovered by divers. The
"Colombo" was London bound with mails from Australia, New Zealand,
Burma, China, Hong Kong and the Philippines. The New Zeoaland meil,
comprising ord.lnary and registersd articles, received the boxed caohe'b
"Saved from the wreck of / the Colombo" (Fig. 1) in black (for
ordinary mail) and red (for reg::.stered mail). Two registered covers
have been recorded.

. P,

(1) ~Robinson in "A History of the Post Office in New Zealand" page
189 gives the date of the "Mongolia" sinking as January, 1917.
Hopkina records the date as 23rd Juna.

(2) - Robinson in "A History of the Post Office in New Zealand" page
189 gives the date of the "Port Kembla" sinking as April, 1917.
Startup in "Pacific Stamp Journal" March 1960 records the more
acourate date of. 18th September, . Similarly Robinson's date for
theB"Wn.mmera" sinking is early 1917, Startup records 26th Juns,
191 : ‘

(3) Startup, R.M, "Pacific Stamp Journel" Maroch 1960,

-
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1875 7th Yay "Schiller",

. The German steamer "Sohiller" on a voyage from New York to
Harburg was wrecked off the Isles of Seilly in dense fog., Only one
cover from New Zealand has so far been recorded and this does not bear
the official wreck cachet but a manusoript endorsement "From wreck of
Schiller off Scilly". Hopkins assumes this was put on by the
reoipient. : .

1881 30th April "Tararua’,’

The steamer "Tararua" struck the Waipapapa Reef on 30th April, -
1881, in dense fog. Bound for Melbourne from Dunedin she was carwying
about 100 passengers nearly all of whom perished. Some of the mail-
bags were brought up by divers who had been employed to recover defaced
silver coin, and only four covers have been recorded to date. Two of
these ocovers are marked with a violet fwo~line cachet "SAVED FROM

WRECK / OF "TARARUA"® in Roman oapitsls which is apparently from a ’
printers' type; the other covers are marked with a rubber handstamp in
violet "SAVED FROM WRECK / OF S.S. "TARARUA"" in 6 mm high sans-serif |

letters overall size 57 x 18 mm.

1882 12th Septenber "Alaska'.

New Zealand mails were sboard the "Alaska", before she left New
York for Liverpool, when fire broke out among the Australian mail and
two bags of letters and ten sacks of newspapers were destroyed.

~ An official forwarding cover endorsed in mamiscript "Saved from
the fire aboard 5.5, "Alaska"" and addressed to Whitfield King & Co.,
Ipswich, contained a charred fragment of an envelope and several loose
New Zealand adhesives dated May and June 1882, The official envelope
was received in Ipswich on September 23rd 1882, eleven days after the
fire. '

1894 last November

' The "Wairerapa', a large British passenger and mail steamer of the
Mackintosh line, was wrecked when she struck the rocks at Miner's
Head on the Great Barrier Island which lies 60 miles north~east of
Avekland, She was in passage from Sydney to Auckland with mails and
a oargo which was subsequently sold by auotion at Auckland on 6th
November for £160; the hulk fetched £70 at the same auction. The
Captain, 20 crew and 58 of the passengers were saved but 135 lives
were lost.

Of the 112 bags of mail on board, 109 were recovered and two types
of wreck cachet are known to have been applied at Auckland. The first (1)

(1) A.G. Mathieson in "The Kiwi" Maroh 1972 Vol. XXI/2 pp LO-43
describes and illustrates this first type of cachet. He suspects
that this cachet was propared to explain the condition of the
mail and applied to some covers, but it was found to be too smll,
indistinot and liable to smudging so was discarded and the second
typo of cachet (Fig 2) prepared.
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type is in two lines in small black letters (29x5mm) reading "SAVED

FROM WRECK / OF "WATRARAPA"", is struck on the front of a cover

addressed to Dunedin from New South Wales and is backstamped with the
Auvckland arrival mark of 3 No., 943 this cachet had not been recorded
before 1971. The second, and better known type, reading "Saved from
wreok of the / "Wairarapa"" (Fig 2) is known in purple and blue. One (1)
of my covers addressed to Auckland from Sydney has the caochet (Fig 2)

in blue and an Auckland backstamp.of 3 No, 94. The "3" of this dete- (2)
stamp is slightly blurred but I consider it to be a "3" rather than a

"5". My other cover postmnrked BRISBANE is addressed to Mr. Thos. F.
Cohill, 87, Queen Street, Auckland and has the Auckland arrival mark .

of 5 No. 94 (Fig 2A) and the ocachet (Fig 2) again in blue.

1913 April "Makura' \ S

Shortly after the steamer "Makura" loft Sydney for Auckland on
7th April, 1913, a fire broke out and she ran into a hurriocame., One
bag of letters and two bags of newspapers were destroyed and twelve
bags of newspapers and a portion.-of the letter mail were damaged by
fire and water, A cachet in pink upper case italios was applied to
fire-damaged mail, at Auckland, reading "DAMAGED BY FIRE / ON 8.8,
NMAKURAY, (Fig. 35 . .

1930 18th August "Tahiti®,

The Union Steam Ship Company Ltd., steamer "Tahiti" was abandoned (3)
on 18th August, 1930, some 460 miles from her intermediate destination
of Rarotonga whilst en route from Wellington to Sen Francisco. BShe
sank shortly afterwards, ' (%)

(1) A.G. Mathieson in "The Kiwi" March 1972 describes one of his
covers as having the ocachet (Fig.2) in violet. Both Hopldns and
"The Postage Stamps of New. Zealand" Vol, III desoribe the cachet
as purple, o

(2) The writer in "The Kiwi" May 1972 Vol, XXI/3 desoribed this cover
as having the cachet in purple, On comparing this cover with the
second oover (acquired May 1972) the colour of the cachets was
found to be virtually the same, The writer would appreciate the
opportunity of examining other covers.

(3) The "Tahiti" was originally built as the "Port Kingston" for the
West Indian Passenger and fruit trade in 1908. .She was bought in
1911 by the Union Steam Ship Company and renamed the "Tahitl",

(4) A photograph of the S.S. "Tahiti" sinking sppesrs in the plates
between pages 96 and 97 of Howard Robinsonts "A History of the
Post Office in New Zealand", = h
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On 3rd November, 1927, on leaving Sydney Harbour, she rammed and
sank the ferry steamer "Greyoliffe" whioh was carrying 150 passengers.
Subsequent press reports state that 37 lives were lost. This was not
the last of the "Tahiti's" troubles as on Saturday, 16th August, 1930,
she reported by radio that she was in dlstress having lost one of her -
propellors, A propellor shaft had broken and the blades had buckled
plates in the propellor shaft tumnel causing sea water to flood the
engine room. The steamer "Penybryn", & small Norwegian vessel on her »
way from Pepeete to Aucklaend, sighted rockets and shells from the
"Tahiti", and stood by to render asaistance. Meanwhile the large
American passenger steamer "Ventura" had been contacted by radio (via -
Auckland radio and Sydney) and she changed course, arriving on Monday,
18th August in time to take off all the passengers and crew. (1)

The "Tahiti" was operating a Marine Post Office and two New (2)
Zealand mail agents, J.C., Greig and S, Hanna, were on board. Together
with some of the orew they commenced bringing all the mails on deck
as soon as it was apparent that the ship was doomed. For sixty hours s
the mail agents worked, without sleep, to salvage the mail which was
dropped over the side of the rolling ship into smaller boats below. .
Only nine out of a total of 257 bags of letter mail were lost, but
139 pags of second-class mail went down with the "Tahiti" when she
sank. PFifty of the bags of letter mail recovered were wetted by sea
water but the remainder was unharmed, The letter mail was transferred
to the"Ventura" and, as she was bound for San Franoisco, reached its
destination on time ' ‘

The most common mark applied to salvaged mail is the rubber stamp in
magenta "Salvaged from / 8.8, Tohiti / Lost at Sea". (Fig 4); another
magenta cachet is "RECOV'D FROM / 8.S. TAHITI / LOST AT SEA". Both
these magenta markings were applied by the U,3.P.0. at San Francisoo, “
the former being usually accompanied by a magenta transit mark on the
reverse of the cover "SAN FRANCISCO F.D./SEP/1/1930" (Fig h4). A
cachet reading "DAMAGED BY SEA/WATER" is known to have been applied at
London for some mail received for onward transmission to Great Britain
and the Continent. Hopkins reports and illustrates a fourth type of
marking "DAMAGED BY SEA-WATER/ON S.8. TAHITI" in purple and handstruock
with a rubber stamp., The letters are Lmm high sans-serif, the top
line being 76mm and the bottom line.45mm long,

(1) Hopkins states that the "Tehiti" was ",.,.sbandoned at 2.28 a.m,
on 18th August, 1930 ... She sank at 4.42 p.m. the same day".
Werd, however, in "N,Z. Marine & Railway T.P.Os" reports "The
8.8, '"Wentura' was sighted at 7.45 a.m. on Monday, 18th August,
and passengers and orew boarded the lifeboats ready for tho
"Wentura', which -arrived ebout 10 a,m, Half-an~hour later the
'Tahiti' showed signs of sinking, and shortly after in a whirl
of steam, amoke and ashes the ship made her final plunge into
the depths".

(2) The "Pahitd" first sailed from Wellington with the Marine Post
Office operating on Christmas Day, 1923. The "Monowai" (formerly
the P.& 0 liner "Razmak") replaced the "Tahiti" on the Wellington
-~ San Francisco run, making hey first trip in December, 1930,

The "Maungamul" replaced the "Monowal" in May 1932,
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My cover has the most common maricing (Fig 4) in magenta and is
postmarked with a continuous roller cancellation of Christchurch dated
5.30 p.m, on August 11lth, 1930, Postage was prepaid by means of a 1d.
meter mark and the cover is backstamped with the double—circle San
Francisco transit mark (Fig 44).

e A

.. The "R:x.mtaka." Auokle.nd bound from London, was ocarrying mails
which were damaged 'by water, heat and chemicals when fire broke ocut
on 8th Janua.ry, 1939, Some letters from this mail have been seen
with a pink marking "Received in damaged/condition at Auckland".
(Fig 5). Altogether 127 bags of mail were a.ffeoted.

AIRCRAFT CRASHES -~ TNTERNAL

New Zealand internal interrupted £1ights are adequately recorded
and desoribed in "The Air Mails of New Zealand - Volume One - The (1)
Internal Flights" published by The Air Mail Society of New Zealand in
1955. A oheock list ofinterrupted flights appears on page 114 and a
check list of ea.rthquake ’ flood and other emérgeney flights is given on
page 112,

_ Further information concerning two New Zealand internal air crashes
(the "Kereru" and. "Pierre" accidents) is given on page 316 of "The
Postage Stamps of New Zealand" Vol, IIT, .

A summary of internal airoraft crashes :LS a.a follows.

1938 -10th May Union Airways Lockheed Eleotrs (ZK-AFC) "Kotare" .
_ ocrashed at Mangere Airport, Auckland., Two k:L'Lled,
no survivors. All mail destroyed.

1942  7th May. Union Airways Lockheed Eleotra (ZK-AFE) "Kereru" :
crashed into Mt Richmond. Five killed, no '
survivors. All mail destroyed by fire except 3~lbs
of letters for Wellington and 8 oza for Hokitaka.

1942  21at Dec, Air Travel (N.Z,) Ltd. D,H. Dragonfly (ZK=-ACP)
o : - crashed into sea near Westport. Four killed,
pilot sole asurvivor. No maeil on board.

1943. 5th Feb, Union Airways Lookheed Electre (ZK-AFD) "K.uaka" '
s orashed into Flagstaeff Hill, Dunedin, No serious.
injurdies, No specie.l markings applied to mail.

L

i

- PR PP C o i

(1) "The Air Mails of New Zealand - Volume ™wo - Exterml Fllghts"
- was completed in manusoript in 196L. A copy of the original
manusoript was handed to the Handbock Committee of The Air Mail
Society of New Zealand, Inc. No further :.nfoma.t:l.on e,va.i.lable

96



1944 30th June. Air Travel (N.Z.) Ltd. D.H, Dragon (ZK-AHT) crashed
near Mt., Hope, Nelson Province. Two killed, five
injured. Believed that no special mark:i.nga applied
to mail., -

1948 19th April., National Mrways Lockheed Eleotra (ZK~AGT) "Rahu"
orashed at Tauranga Harbour. No injuries.
All mail salvaged. No covers reported,

1948 23rd Oct, National Airways Lockheed Electra (ZK-AGK) "Kaka'
. crashed into Mt, Ruapehu. A1l thirteen on 'boa.r.d-
killed.
One bag of mail containing 19 letters on board.
This was salvaged but no special markings applied.

1954 22nd May. National Airways Douglas DC3 (ZK-AQT) "Pierre"
crashed into a glen at Paraparaumu, Wellington,
Three died, twenty-three passengers and two orew
résoued. A total of 193 of the three hundred
letters salvaged from the burnt out airoraft were
forwarded to their destinations, These letters
were impressed with a purple rubber handstemp.
cachet reading "RECOVERED FROM PARAPARAUMU/ATR
CRASH 22.5.54" (Fig 6). A photograph of the
wrecked airoraft appears on-page 316 of* "Tha Postage
Stoamps of New Zealand", Volume ITI

ATRCRAFT CRASHES - EXTERNAL

NOTE s Discorepancies of dates often ocour between references in
articles and books published in U,K, and Australia/New Zealand due

to the dif'ference between GMT and local time, Differences also ocour
as dates quoted for airoraft departures are often the day after the:
mail has been postmarked.

_928 10th January "Aotearca".

Perhaps the flirst acoident to an aireraft flying to or firom New
Zealand was the tragic loss of the Ryan Monoplane "Aotearca" (!'Long
White Cloud! -~ the Maori name for New Zealand) in Januvary 1928, The
"Aotearoa" (Reglstmt:n.on (-UNNZ) powered by a single 220 horsepower
Wright Whirlwind J5 radisl engine left Riohmond, N.S.W. at 2.4 a.m, -
on Tuesdey, 10th January, 1928 with a orew of two, namely, Captain G.
Hood and Lieutenant J.R, lMoncrieff «~ they were never seen again, Of
ocourse no mails exist of this first attempt to oross the Tasman Sea.

1931 26th November "Southern Sun".

AT

New Zealand mails were despatched on 13th November 1931 to
oonnect with Australian National Airways special return Christmas mail
between Australia and London.

The New Zealand Air League in conjunotion with the Postal
Department arranged a series of feeder flights to piock up mails from
both islands and conneot with the despatech by sea on 13th Novenmber.
The flights took place on 12th November (Invercargill to Auckland)
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and 13th November (Auckland to Wellington). two days after the issue of
the 1931 official air mail stampa. Internal mails were also carried on
these flights.

The New Zealand mails destined for the Sydney~London flight had a
special rubber stamp cachet (Fig.7) impressed in purple at Wellington.
or Auckland, The mails were then taken to Sydney by the steamers
"Ulimaroca" and "Marama" from Auckland and Wellington respecotively.

"Southern Sun" (VH~UNA) piloted by G.U. "Scotty" Allan left
Melbourns on 19th November, Darwin on 22nd November, and arrived at =~ (1)
Alor Star, Kedah (Malaya) on 25%th November carrying about 1,500" pounds
including 52,000 articles of mail. Also on board were R. Boulton (co-
pilot), & wireless operator and a passenger, Col. H.C, Brinsmead, -
Controller of Civil Aviation in Australia, who was on his way to England
to disouss the possibility of establishing a regular air-mail servico,

~ On Novenmber 26th whilst taking off from a waterlogged aerodrome
at Alor Star the centre engine failed and the "Southern Sun" orashed
and was wrecked. Fortunately no-one was hurt, the mail was all
recovered and Kingsford Smith flew the "Southern Stexr" (VH-UMG) up
from Sydney, picked up the meils and "Socotty" Allan on 5th Decenber,
then flew on to England arriving at Croydon on 16th December.

The "Southern Sun" and "Southern Star" were both Type 618 Avro
Ten aircraft being high wing monoplanes with a wing span of 71 feet 3
inches., Powered by three 215 horsepower Armstrong Siddeley. Lyrx IVD
radial engines these aircraf't oould carry 8 passengers at a cruising
speed of 100 mph, :

1935 3lst Decembexr "City of Khartoum",

The Imperial Airways flying boat "Gity of Khartoum" picked up 71
bags of mail at Brindisi for the flight to Alexandria; the mail, which
left London on 28th Depember, was destined for Egypt, Palestine, Irag,
Iran, India, Siam, Malaya, Australia and New Zealand., On New Year's
Eve 1935 the "City of Khartoum" orashed in the Mediterrancan just
outside the harbour breakwater at Alexandria. Nine passengers and
three orew lost their lives, the only survivor being Capt, V.G, Wilson
who was found swimming in the sea five hours later,

st e {2 B AL - < ok g . —

(1) The route followed was Hobart, Mei‘bourn’s, Sydney, Brisbane, '
Cloncurry, Darwin, Kupang (TEimor), Bime (Sumbawa.s , Bataviae
(Djakerta, Java), Singapore, Alor Star: '

" 98




Although the three "Soipipo" Class flying boats were in service at

this time, "Sylvanus" (G-ABFB) had been set on fire by an irate

Italian and destroyed on November 9th 1935, while being refuelled at

Brindisi, and two of the old Calocuttas had been brought back into sexrvice.

It appears that, 5n preparing the Calouttas for service, a mechanic had (1)
misadjusted the carburettor fuel jets so that fuel consumption was 10%

above normal and that, in addition, the fuel gauges did not read .

acourately, Whilst the pilot was meking his approach to the flarepath .
on the night of 31st December all three engines ocut out and the air-

oeraft hit the water heavily splitting the hull and stunning the

passengsrs, Despite the faot that one of the flarepath orew had ssen -
the airoraft's lights disappear, it was several hours before the duty

emergency destroyer, H,1.S, "Beagle", reached the area and rescued

Capt, Wilson, Questions were asked in Parliament as to why the airoraft

had run out of fuel -~ and why was Imperial Airways allowed to operate

airoraft with such a s3lim fuel morgin -~ in faet on the same night as

this accident the other Caloutta "City of Stonehaven® (Registration

G-EBVH) arrived at Alexendria with only twelve minutes' fuel lef't. ' )
Capt. Wilson had previously been oriticised for taking risks and

ignoring excessive petrol consumption, On Lth March 1933 he had decided

to fly Alexandria to Athens direot and ran out of fuel 20 miles short

of Pirasus. He was suspended and placed on landplanes.

. Moat of the Mail was salvaged after spending a week in the sea
and forwarded by air or sea to its destination. Mail for New Zealand
arrived in Darwin and was then flown by Q.E.A. along with the
Australian Mail to Sydney.  One New Zealand cover addressed to
Auckland is known and this has attached a printed slip which waz
issued at Sydney and reads: .
‘General Post Office,

Sydney.
17th January, 1936.

_'?,_The énclosed article has been damaged by sea weter., It was. part -
of the air mail from the United Kingdom oarried by the British Air
Liner "City of Khartoum" which was lost in the Mediterranean Sea. -

Yours faithfully,
~ 'J.S. DUNCAN
Deputy Director -~ Post and Telegraphs.

A hea ke

(1) Air Ministry: Command Paper Cmd, 5220 (1936) "Investigation into
the acoident to G-AAST 'City of Khartoum'. This report on the
investigation was published by HMSO on direotion of the Secretary
of State for Air and found thati- ' :

(2) the airoraft was unable to maintain flight due to shortage of
fuel.

(b) alterations to the carburettor settings should not have been
carried out

(¢) a fault in one or both of the petrol gauges may have been a
contributory factor in the acoident.

(@) the situation created by the sudden and complete loss of power
at 500 ft, made it impossible for the pilot to execute a
successful forced landing.

(e) no blame should be attached to the pilot.
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Baldwin in "Imperial Airways" (F.J. Field Ltd.) states "No cachets
were used ..." and Hopkins in "A history of Wreck Covers" doés not
report any cachets but "Par Avien" in the "Australian Stamp Monthly"
for March 1936 reports that over 300 1bs, of Australian mail was
recovered and that at Melbourne and Adelaide violet cachets were
applied, At Melbourme a two-line cachet was used to the effect that
covers were recovered from the sea in a damaged condition.  Adelaide
used a three line cachet "Salvaged/Ex/City of Khartoum", There are
no reports of cachets being applied to New Zealand mail, '

The  "City of Khartoum" (Constructor's Number §,752), Registration (1)
G-AAST) was one of five Short S8 "Caloutta" three-sngined flying boats,
operated by Imperial Aimways,  First flown at Rochester on 10th
January 1930 she was handed over the next day. She was a biwplane
powered by three Bristol Jupiter XIF radial engines producing & total:
of 1455 horsepower and giving a oruising speed of 80/97 mph.

Constructed mostly of metal she was 66 feet long, had a wingspan of

93 feet and a maximum oapacity of 15 passengers in addition to the (2)
three orew and a steword, Her maximum speed was 118 mph, the hull

and wings were made of duralumin, her dreught was 2'10" and empty

weight 13,845 1bs, Her all-up weight was 22,500 1bs and fuel copacity
480 gallons in two wing tonks giving a range of 650 miles, a ceiling

of 13,500 feet and an endurance of eight hours (absolute maximum),

1936 22nd August "Scipio”

The Imperial Airways flying boat "Soiplo" which operated. the
Mediterranean stage of the Australia - England air mail ran into a
storm a few hours after leaving Alexandria for Athens. She orashed
into the sea on landing in the Bay of Mivebella off the northern
shores of Crete.and sank in about four fathoms.

(1) According to Higham in "Britain's Imperial Air Routes" page
140, originally +this aireraf't was named "City of Salonika". This
.oonfliocts with Barnes in "Shorts Airoraft since 1900" who states
“that G-AATZ replaced G-AADN (City of Rome), differed from other
 Caleuttas in having supercharged Jupiter XFBM engines, was first
flown 28th Moy, 1930 and was delivered 3rd June 1930, as "City of
Salonika", ’ '

(2) Higham in "Britain's Imperisl Air Routes" quotes 16 passengers
and 4 crew, but the seating arrangement was four rows of three,
one row of two and a single at ths baock.
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Two passengers were killed and nine injured. "Scipio" was carrying a (2)
large mail, including some from New Zealand, and all this was salvaged.
Newspapers reported that the entire mail was salvaged within six hours. (2)

The mail was then taken from Crete to Athens by H.M, 'Durban' and
here the Greek post office took it over and forwarded it to Brindisi,
where part of the mail for Great Britain was flown by special 'plane
to London arriving on 25th August and the balance sent by rail via
Paris arriving in London on 27th August.

‘ The mail on board was about 1,850 lbs. and this comprised an (3)

estimated 50,000 items from Auckland, Wellington, Brisbane, Perth,
Melbourne, Darwin and twenty—-one subssquent ports of oall including
Alexandria, The New Zealand mails had been sent by sea to Brisbane (1)
to comnect on 13th August. L

When the mails arrived in London a varieiyof cachets were applied.
Over twenty different types of boxed and urboxed cachets are known in
black, purple and vermilion. These cachets epparently were struck
indiscriminately on all mail for Great Britain, (Figs 8/8D). I hawe
a cover with two "Officially Sealed" lebels on the reverse each label
date-stamped "LONDON E.C./A/27 AU/36/30". (Fig 8E). '

[ VR P

(1) Adir Ministry "Report on the Progress of Civil Aviation 1936"
(HMSO 1937). The "Scipio" orash was reported as follows:-
"A flying boat orashed and foundered, owing to failure to
‘make normal contact with the water when alighting in '
exceptionally bad weather conditions at a port of call",

The report states that two passengers were killed, and the Captain,
crew and five of seven passengers (two seriously in,jured) were
resoued,

(2) "Imperial Ajirways" states on page 32 that "Within six hours all
the mail had been salvaged and handed over to the Greek post office
at Athens" - in foot the salvage operations alone took s8ix hours,

(3) "Strand Stemp Journal" March, 1961.

(4) The intermediate ports of call after Darwin were Rambang,

' Sourabaya (Surabsja, Java), Singapore, Penang, Bangkok, Rangoon,
Akyab, Caloutta, Allahabad, Cawnpore, Delhi, Jodhpur, Karachi,
Gwadar, Sharjah, Bahrein, Kuwait, Basre, Baghdad, Gaza/Rutbah and
Alexandria. The smallest loading of mail picked up.en route was
from Gwadar and the largest from Caloutta.
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Mail addressed to the Continent was dealt with at Athens or
Brindisi and in some cases printed or duplicated labels were attached.
(see "A history of Wreck Covers" for details), The Returned Letter
Seotion in London occasionally used a duplicated stick~on explanatory
label and enclosed the damaged cover in an official forwarding cover.
The label reads:~ " The accompanying item was salvaged/from the
wreck of the Air Liner/"Scipio"/Returned Letter Section/London".

"The Australian Stamp Monthly" for Ootober lst 1936, seys:—
"Included in the freight was & copy of the Australian £ilm, "The
Flying Doctor" but fortunately this is reported 'to be excellently
repaired of all damage thot occurred”.

"Seipio" (G~ABFA) was one of three Short S17 "Kent" four—engined
flying boats (Constructor's Mumbers §,758-60) delivered by Short Bros.
Ltd. to Imperial Airways in 1931, She was launched on 24th February
from the Medwa.y at Rochester and obtained her first Certificate of
Alrworthiness in April 1931, She left England for Alexandria on May
5th to start the Alexandria -~ Brindisi section from there. on May
16th "Satyrus" lef+t Genoa, "Soipio" left Alexandria (with mails from
India on board) and the now Mediterranean route was inaugurated., Of
the other two "Kent" olass flying boats, "Sylvanus" (G-ABFB) was set
on fire at Brindisi the previous November (1935) and "Satyms" (G—ABFC)
was scrapped in June 1938 as she had become outdated. u

"The "Soipio Kent® Class flying boats were bi-planes powered by (1)
four supercharged Bristol Juplter XFBM engines producing 2220 horsepower,
operational cruising speeds.of 95/105 mph and a oceiling of 19,500 feet.
Being a more powerful development of the "Calcutta" Class they were
78'5" long, had a wingspan of 113 feet and carried the same numbers of
rassengers and crew but in greater comfort having excellent sound-
Proofing and enclosed cockpits for the orew. The all-up weight was
32,000 1bs and the maximum speed 137 mph., The fuel capacity of 720 .
ga.llons in three tanks gave & range of 450 miles and an endurance of
L hours.

. cmp “ et

(1)  Although only one flying boat was named "Scipio" (G~ABFA), the
other two "Kent" Class flying boats "Sylvamis" and "Satyrus" were
also designated "Soipio Kent" Class. This probably accounts for
conflicting reports of the registration of the wrecked airoraft.

To be continued in the September issue, when
illustrations will also be shown.

Mr, Peace would, however, appreciate hearing from
members with Wreok Covers/Cachets, in partiocular those
which he has not recordsd.
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IETTERS TO THR RDITOR

Dear Erie,
Please insert the following in KIWI,

"The following corrections must be maode to Bill Searle 8 repoxrt
on the display I gave ot our Morch meeting. I said thot 1,000 sheets
of the 24 value Plate 2 and only 6 sheets of the 2d value Plate 1 and
also of each of the other reprints were nade from the Chalon Head plates
for Mr. Hausberg. I referred also to the rardty of SG 158a, the 44 -
moxoon Perf neorly 12, which is unpriced in Gibbons., I soid that forty
years ago, before the Handbooks were written, two young fellows in New
Zealond ond I spent three yeors reconstrusting the advertisement settings,
using poirs, strips and blocks, including & block of 30 of the 24 value,
2nd setting from +the upper J::Lght hond pone, and nothing hod ever given
ne more fun ond pleasare. I said thot when I went to New Zeala.nd
twenty years ago, Ken McNought shewed me that I hnd some 2id stamps with
reversed wotermixks on which the advertisements hod been pr:i.nted. '
experimentally on the faced side of the poper, ond which I was ashomed
not to have observed. When I was a boy there hung in our Scout room
a miwber of mottos, one of which wos - "Don't shoot the musician, he :‘I.s
doing his best. I anm sure Bill Searle will understand I am only -
correcting o discord".

Yours sincerely,

_B:m0k }hgise Foornm,
Foirfield, Buxtom.
Derbyshire,

Tel: Buxton 2562,

Deax Six,

I am writing to you on behalf of the Buxton and H:Lgh Peak
Philotelio Society.

: We had o displo.y glven by Mr, Burber::y giving us the poper he
gove the N.Z. Soclety of G.B. about 2 years ago. i.e. 1898 Pictorials.
We had obout 85 attended including members from over 12 other
Societies.
The items shown wexe absolutely superb, and although not all

were N.Z. collections, the hand painted essiys were & xenl trent to them
and more thon ome soid that it had been a privilege to come and see such

o great disploy.

I also mgt thonk Mr, Burberry for giving his time in this woy to
help us with our guest night, and also his superb talk on his subject.
Thonking you once &gain

I am, Yours a:mcere]y,

John Princa.
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I an sure Mr, Burberry will be plensed to hear he gove so mach
plecsurs to your Society. (Of course we expect only the highest
stoandnrd fron Michoel and he would mot wish it to be otherwise).

Editor.

Sgt. A.G, Mathleson, REME,
18th June, 1972 70, FD Wksp (Ac) HEME,
' Middle Wellop, Nr. Stockb::d.dge,
" Honts.
Deor Mz-. Borion,

: I wos vexy intorested to see the two 1ette;ra mmlting fron ny
shor!: article on wreck covers from the SS "WALRARAPA" ,

Mrse K'J.ye 8 front is of portioular interest aos the addressee,
He. Brett, BEsq., wos not only the printer of the "Aucklond Stox" but
wos o.lao responsible for printing the tricngulox atamps of Mr, Fricker's
Great Boxrier Island Pigeongmm Agency.

Hex comments cbout the colour of the 14 NSW stomps on my Cover
No, 3 were well ond truly justified., Tho stomps on the cover are o weshed
out mauve not magemta, I would odd that dietionories voxy regoxding the
deac:m.ption of Mogento as it is often sadd to be & "purplish dye from conl
tar (discovery, in yenr of battle of Mogentn, 1859)",

Mr. Peace's lotter mentionod 2 "Royol Flight" cord. Stronge to
say I have one of these which lirs Pecce confirms os being very similoxr
to the one held by his Anmoricon correspondent.

* T concur with what he soys about the "Kiwi" as I'm alvm.ys looking
for the next. iasue o month -boo early.

Yonrs simerely, \
Androw Methioson.

FeSe I hoa nontionod to Mr. Gilders that I wos exhibiting New Zesland
Pigeon Post at BINIEFELD '72, West Gexmany, during Moy of this yeor.

I had some sucecess and no doubt he will be pleased to leaam that nmy

24 shoots gained a Silver-Bronze Medal.

( Sorxry I con't oblige with o KIWI o month, Treosurer would not
stond for it.)

Congrotulations on your success in Germany.

Bditor.

104




EXTRACTS FROM IETTERS TO OUR TREASURER.

CONGRATULATTONS : The Officers and Members of the Society extend
congretulationg to Mrs. Betty Mitchell of Penzance
who has recently been appointed as President of the West Cormwall
FPhilatelic Society. We wish her every success in her year of Office,
and in the events that she is organising. .

Extract from a letter received by our Treasurer from our Member, George -
Pisher of Sarasoto, Florida, U.S.A.

"I have just finished reading the May 'KIWI' and am intrigued by
the cover shown on the back page. After World War I and into

the twenties, I was part of an Austrlian Indent Company ~ Sargood
Son & Bwen, both in Australis and New Zealond - were one of our
good customers for whom we made purchases in the U.S.A., 1

believe they are still in business.. _

Kind regards,
Sincerely,
George., "

Extract from a letter to our Treasurer from our Member, David Malpina
of Bednle, Yorkshire. It is as followsi-

"This might be a good time to tell you how interesting I find

" 'the 'KIWI', As & Member 'out in the wilds' my only contacts
are the 'KIWI'! and the Bxchange Packet. So far as I know,
there is not another stamp collector within ten miles of me,
and no N.Z. collector within reach, that I know of, so I
appreciate whot contacts I have.

With best wishea,
' yours sincerely,

Devid Maonlpine. M

E.N. BARTON
Hon, "KIWI" BEditor,
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