The New Zealand
International Exhibition of Arts
and Industries, Christchurch

The Christchurch Exhibition of 1906/07 was, suggests Don Scregg, the
catalyst for the event which took place in 1907, when, from a colony
within the British Empire, the Dominion of New Zealand was created—

a nation in its own right

The exhibltion main bullding

Philnlrlimlly it was the occasion of the lirst issue ol commemorative stamps
designed, ongrnved and printed in New Zealand, A set of considerable

significance,

The Founder

The prame credin for the meoption of the
Exhibition belongs to Richurd John Sed-
don, the Liberal Peenmer ol New Zealand
fromm Moy 1894 ) his untimely deatly
whilst retirning, from Australia i June
1906. Born at Eecleston, St Helens,
Lansctshitee, on 22 June ERA5, Seddon wis
the son of the Headmister of the Tocal
school His Gther belonged woan old Lan-
cashire Lunily, his mother nee Lindsay,
also a teacher, bemgy from: Dumiboesshire,
After spendding somie five vears as in en
gineering apprenvee the hiwree Prenner ol
New Zesband sook ship to Melbourmne, Aus-
tralia, making stighe for the gold dig
seings, bart badd Bintle saccess, Alter secaring
emplovinent as oo engineer under the
Victonan CGovernment, he was atmcred by
thee gold discoveries on e west coast ol
New Zealand On oarewval e 18G6, he
started shatcang in the Walmen diggimgs in

Westlandd, Three yeans Later, when only 24,
he startedd his pabilic e and was elected 1o
represent Araburg in the Provineial Gy
ermnent ant! the abolithon of provisces in
1570

Dieleated i the contest Tor a seal i e
fiest General Assembly as member (e
Hokink, 1rwas not il three years Later;
i IN79 et be was elecred, and oo
tut date sat continously 1o Parliment.
Shortly alter s accession o the office of
retnien (e Wornan's Sullvage B was
passed. The comntry’s eoonomie recavery
from (e depression of the ealy 905 pre-
ceded w penod of progressive legastanon. 1
one can read i mtersational exhibitons »
comscions elort to detine mational identity,
then this hypothesis 1 casily sustinned
the couse ol the Clistchoech Exhibition
For a number of years Seddon fad shown
enthustasm for such an exhibition. Fist

l)mmu construction the p: ull\ built
main lnllldnw and one of the towers
were exte nsnoly damaged by a

whirlwind
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mention was made meoa specch by the
Governon, Lovd Ranfurly, while opemmng
P Hamnent b Wellinggron bo P This was
quickly followed by Seddon, expanding
the proposal and sugpesting Hagley Bk
i Clasichurcly this met with o cool e
ception in Badiament. A more sgeressive
promotion i 1900 persiaded Buliament
that this was a wiy ol procliming New
Zealand's distinctveness aod  bominent
RIvalness

The building

Muny problems Tud 1o be overcome, min
the Dot of whikeh was the cost ol constrde
ot of i budlding which wis requited for
only i few months. Sonie A0 different com-
mittees had bees set up wod oy andiore-
seen difliculties were encountered, During
constrnction the pastly-balt nsain building
and one ol (e towers were extensively
damiged by a whirhvind, this bemg fol-
lowed by Leawy godes which consed more
damage. On Monday the 18 December
190G the foundation stone was nally Ll
by Memier Seddon, some six woeks Tter
than planned Problems were solved and
difficulties averconie. The ollicial opening

Posteard picluring R J Seddon
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wins helelseith greant potmp and ceremony
1180w on Tharsday 1 November 106G

Ihe Extabinon wis howserd s the Laggest
Buttlelinng thit Jasel ever Been erected in New
Zealimd, some 11 acres i extent. Com
menced o Decemmber 1905, 5t was com-
pleted in September 1006, Two million
feet of vmber wis wsed for s Teanework
alone. 1 rested on 25000 8 inch square
piles, 220 wons of galvimised iron wa nsed
on the ool ol the maln building with the
skvlight area covering 100,000 square leet
o) tons of mails, and 70 fons of paint
was wsed 17,000 sgquine feet ol muberoid
covered the mon dome which was flanked
by two high towers between which was the
mum Exhabioon entrance. The sinkimgly
white and bright appearance of the build-
ing win due 1o the wse ol precist ‘st
colme’ panels,

The labels

tor an Exhibiwon 1o be a ouly mter-
mational one, owas necessary Lo Attt
exlibitors iy well s visitors [rom oveneas
cotnteies. Advertisements were pliced
in the national and intermational press.
Brivsh wmd Empire mandactouess were
canvassed 1o exhibie thetr wires at the Ex-
binon. Advertismg material, catalogues,
invitations and other Jtems were printed
and distributed. Pablicity bels were pro-
duced aod used by business toms an both
local and overseas il Five labels were
pranted and wsed m this way from as carly
s Seprember 1905, A sixth label was used
e conjunction with the Ace Union tickets
wsucd. A seventh label was prnted and
distributed alter the opening of the Ex.
hibison, this o honour the e Richard
Seddon

The orginal suggeston for the labels
cane from Me T de Schireyour of Aucklaned
and was taken up with much enthusiasm.
Phe mugonty were produced by the Press
Company of Chrstehurels e thewr Lithio
weaphic Department. 1t was reported that
some  three million stickers had been

42

wsuedd, the most populie by Lar being
number 7. Label numbers 1 and 6 are the
most difficule o find and il sheets of
these we not known The labels were
prined on unwinermarked  paper and
conta numerons constiant s, which
make them good subjects for the plating
speciiling

Numicrous Art Tresures werd imported
for exhibiting, these conyisted munly of
paintings and sculptures. A Linge mumber
were purchased  duomg the Exhibition,
Ihe Fine Ars Committee decided o mn
an Art Undon Deaw and virious itens were
allocated for this purpose. The nickets for
the drw were 2xtidd. each, which at that
tme conld not be deseribed as inexpens-
Ive. To help the sile it wis decided o add
the stnber 6 libel. A special place on the
left side of the ticket was reserved for the
label, which was stk o by one of s
corners. The normal stuie ol ths label
therefore |5 lor ope cormer o luve gum
canmage o to be thinned or wrn: The final
sale resilts were very disappomting with
only just over BO00 being sold

Five publicity labels were
producad to promole the
oxhibition and were in use
from varly September 1905,
A sixth label was used in
conjunction with the sale of
tickets for an Art Union Draw,
the labels being attached o
the tickets. A soventh label,
depicting Richard Seddon,
was produced aftor the
exhibition had openod

The stamps

It woin as cardy as 1904 e Premier Sed-
don sugpested that & commemorative
st be tssed for the Exlubiton. On 12
February TGO a subrcommittec wis set up
o linise with the Post and  Telegmph
Department und o arange for suitable
designs 1o be submined, The organisers
considered that the st of these stamps
would serve to advertise and o conmmen.
orate the Exhibition and at the sime time
improve fts revenue, with one thivd of the
proceeds from the sale of the siamps gomg
o the Exhibition.

Some years previously Mre L] Steel, an
Auckland artist, had submitted @ number
of designs of an histovical bature 1o the
Post and Telegraph Depairtment, these
el not been tsed at the time, His pes-
mssion was obtmned tor the use of these
desygns and four were seleced by the
Exhibition Cotmuictee. The arvival of 7
Y canoe Jor the Sdi: Maon ant for the
I, the lnding of Caprain Cook for the
S and the annexatton of New Zealand
for (e Gl 10 was proposed that all oy

The four issued stamps were based on designs by L J Steel
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Discarded essays for the 3d.
and 6d, designs

Prool of the 1d. in clarot (top)
240,000 stamps were printed
in this shade (centre) but
were rejected as being too
duark. The stamp was finally
issued in vermilion (bottom)

The circumstances would indicate that
the 1d. claret was never issued 1in 1906
but leaked on to the market

values shiould appear in one colour, this
wis later changed with the 3d. amd G
vialues being prasted i wo colours

Dies were engroved meorehiel by W R
Bock of Wellington and & proal of the
Maort art type was forwarded o the artist
for his comments. He objected to the pro-
posed method of the production of clectio
types and suggested the ke ol photo
lithography. The essiays cleanly showed the
unsuitability of his suggestion and after
some time it was frally decided o adhere
1o the onginal proposals. Electotype plites
were made m the Govermment Ponting
Office and the stanps were sarface
prnted, the impressiony arvanged o o
pancs of 30 stamps. The selected coloms
were for the W, greens the Td, claret, this
being later changed o vernahon; the Sd.,
frannne an Bl el the contre by browr; tie
G, frame in olivesgreen and the centie in
pink

The stamps were umform e colour,
although there are two slades of the .,
emerald-green and bright green. The ink
usedl for the ¥d way suscepuble 1o the
ellects of light and coples in pale green are
seern, but these have faded. One of the
stereos for the S value sullered damage
audd on RU2 of the majority of sheets o
large white taw appesns across the hgores
ol the two Maotis behind the ehiel greet
ing Caprain Cook. There are no ather
constant plate ks which appeir in this
fssue. The toud number ssued and de-
livered 10 the custodian ol stamps were
17,000 of the %d., 284,720 of the 1d.,
58,260 of the 3d, and 81,000 of the 6
Notall of the G stamps were sold—barne
out by the Bt that the Gl i much scace
than the 34,

1ie Postal Authorty came under much
crcnn Tor this very linied issue, which
ity only 1o be sold at the Exhibition post
office. The stunps were, however, valid for
wse at any other olhice throughowt New
Zealand. To provent speculation, sales
were hmed 10 hve alillings worth per
persan. When supplies were exliansted, no
turther stamps were o be prnted, The Hd
value wits soled out on 26 January 14907 and
the 1d on 6 Iehouary, 16 was only on 15
Febmsary that the five shilling restncnon

wits Hied. There was coertnnly some vahd
basts tor the entichsm levied at the
Govertment, for even in those davs less
than 60,000 complete sty seems o very
sl number inedeed,

Ihe selected colour for the T, value wiy
clret and 240,000 stnps were printed
One of the sheets of 60 was sent (o the
Exhibition Commutiee for ther approval,
but the shade was vegurded as wo dark
and was rejected, A further prnung i
vermilion was ordered. The bulk of the
stinps of the original printng were e
\“1’\"" ‘\ll cxamnianon l" A1 "-ll"ll
citlogue will reveal an enoy for o 1d
clvret, this being reganded ay one ol the
rrest stamps bssted by New Zealand dur-
i the twenticth centuny. According 1o the
first volume of the Royal Plalatelic Sociery
ol New Zealond handbooks

“The sheer i clarer, torwarded o the
Exhibition Committes, was placed with the
stock printed in vermibon and was issued
to the post olhice ab the Exhibition. The
curity of error was not realised and specn
lators evidently mssed an opportunity

‘A visitor 1o the Exhibition purchased six
copies of the erron, which he used diily on
letters 1o his wile in Wellingron, and it wis
only when he went to the Tost Office to
purchase more [d's that he realised that
they were o difteyent coloar. Thiee of the
envelopes that he posied are sull n
existence

‘A clerk at the post otfice sulnequently
statedd that she clearly remembered the

The only plate llaw In the set appears on
the 3d. value
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Colour triais of the 6d. value.
Experiments with these
resulted in the 6d, value being
placed on sale on 16
November 1806, 15 days after
the other three values

Examples of the first datestamp are

rare

error which wis onthe top ol the bhundle
ol sheets that she receved [or sale on the
first day and becaise of the provision
Jiitiog (e anount of stimps e conld
be purchased by any one peson, she did
vl sell more than six of the deep colonred
PETACS At one e

e handbook contwining the above
statement was printed an 1938, The une
probability of this sccomnt his been clearly
propodnded in recent times by Raobain
Gy i s book Cullecting New Zealond
Setps andd by Al S Crandg s i artiele
which appeared i The News Zealaed Stawp
Collector, Three covers oxiat, all on olficial
Exhibition envelopes, il addressed 1o The
Exhibition Secreuny, E ] Righwon, in i
own landiriting, all posted on 200 Apnl
1907, the ke clay the post oflice wis open
ancd o week alter the Exhibition closed o
the public Three Ll claret stanps were on
each envelope, bur two were semoved from
one of the covers and subsequently sold on
prece at ancton. e cincumsimces would
mchicate thar the T clier was neser
Bt to TINNG Dt Tesakedd onn o the toabat
1t can, however, he proved that copies hasy
beon released by e st OFee 10 recenl
yeares, from thetr stock of 1 sheers held i
thelr archives

he e T and Sd. valoes were placed
an sale ar the Exhibition post ofhee on |
November 1006, the opening iy ol the
Exlubition. Becnpse of the nme that bl
heen lost i experiments with coloue tials,
stocks of the G, were non dispatched from
Wellington untl 18 Novermber, these swere
on sule at the powt office three diy Liter.

The datestamps

The post ofbice wits opened on Monday 22
Octobwer [or the convenience of the Exhibi
pon stdl and exhibiors. Ty ofhoe was
given bts own cltcubi datestump with the
word “Chinstchorch’ m the top semi cncle
and the word “Exhibition’ ar the bottom
Becanse of dumuage this was replisced on 1
\I]\'l'llll\(" ll\ .lllll""'l \\hll ll wian Illl'll“l 'Al'
except that ' Chivistchure’ and *Exhibition
had changed plices. Examples of the s

cintestimp are ne. e second datesunnp
continued o be wsed until the closure of
the post office on 20 Aprl, five days alter
the ollickal closing cererony bad  taken
plice. The second cancellor showeed some
dimage during the course o nsage with
the firs 'C° of “Chrnsichoreh™ almost
disappearing

The postcards and cachets
Praoe (o and during e Exhibition & vast
mnber ol picture postcands were pro
doced) v canter Tor the vistors, The cards,
both bliwk and white and coloured, were
printed by sy ditferent hrms, most
heing in series showing views ol the
Exhibition buildings, the grounds and the
attractions available loe the public, Cards
postedd thronghe the post oflice amonnted
(o 0000, 1w wwapents both i New
Zeabandd andd overseas. There appear to be
wore cards ot condion tan those
mseed aned the totad 15 Bacther increased by
iy being posted at other pose olhces,
both durmg and alter the Exhibition

he main building had twa 160 (oot
Ingh towers, the southern one winh an
electeic B anstalled. A charge of G0, lor
aclules and 2d. Tor children, which appeins
1 ')(' B MAY l'\'u'll\l\l' lll'l‘ 'Ill‘ "ill\l’
ditys, didd not deter the public, Tva fand
stamped cachets were placed on certian
cands. The more common s cirenlan in
seribed Tosted i op of tower ', the second
Detng w steaight=line “1his cared s posted
ul the wop of the NZLE Tiwer” My
cardds, both s and wed, are seen with
the st cachet applied

The exhibitors

(OF the exlnbitors, 957 were from New
Zeaband, with 384 from the United King-
dom, the colonies and other conmtries
Thie varsous sites, K as Conrts, were in
sonng cases very lrge and substanual, with
Canaka and Anstralba playing o prominent
wle, I addition (0 the New Zealand
Prosincial Conres there were many corpuo
ate and private displays. A vast range of
goords and producty were exinbied, vy

The rare lirst datestamp

On Public Service only.

: New Zeuland
Poat and Telagraph Dept.
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Tt |\|||‘." .l\\-l‘ll‘ "\’”' "“' l\hl‘l”lll‘l
judges. The Exhibiion wins comsiclered &
resonticing success. There were 905 G2
aving visitors with 8125 scason ticket
widers. The amazing thing s that the
New Zealind populition at tat thine was
075,000, of whom only 68,000 lived
Clirstchanch

The end result

Souvenirs such as ghssware,  poreelain
medids, mediallions, photos and labels all
pemain 10 o limed exwent Perhaps 1l
O COMmnemorsine ‘J.I”l"\ PiL (hl‘ Hn
veminder oF an event which ook place
As 1o the g
Ieent stroctuee shown o wany ol the ex
Inbition posweards, 1t s with some disbelie!
Uit e Jearnes thiat the authorities ol thae
tme authorsed the demolivion of e
Pailedingg sl all thie structures oo e sit

W September 107 nothing reriined ol
the buldings. There was an artthenl Like
created in the moands calléd Exlibition
Lake, this still vermaing but bas been n

parned Victork Lake. There 18 no mong-
ment left Tor posteriey oo the site i Flagley
Pk, Even the fonndation stone, Ludl In
Riclund John Seddon has disappearsd
withons! trace

alost TUD ey ago

Relerences

The Istare Stantin of New Zealand
Solume |

Alesander de Kart, The Great Exhibition

Robin Cowynn, Coltertogr New Zendand
\lumlr

| Cowauy, The Officaal Recemd of the New
Zevidond Intervationad Extutntton | 906-7

The Idernational Exlibition Chyvistehrirch
192006~7. Souvenn Are Poblistong Co

Alane S Crag, Arvele i The New Zewland
Ntenp Collectin

Top left: Postcord bearing the circular
‘Posted at top of tower’ cachet

Left: The straight line cachet on a
postcard showing the main entrance to
the exhibition

Below: The first datestamp after
alteration was used until 1810
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Letters

Somuething plulatelic 10 say?—Why not write

10 us?—We'd like 1o hear from you

Srrm your letters to, Gibbons Stamp Manthly
5 Parkside, Ringwood, Hants, BH24 35H

Swiss Landscapes

| greatly enjoyed reading James Mackay's
excellent article on the Swiss Landscapes
Stiatpprs of 1018 and 1 congrulie you
also on the superh presentation and coloou
lostrations

Hlowever, D would like to take issue with
the author for perpenting o old “chest
il aned 1o correct 4 vern m:.nll stk i
the otherwise enlighienmng article

Fiest the soall mbstake The TS moease
i postal rares was oot e i domestic
ey Fhe mband Jetter rate remmmed
200, rhalit up o the TOG0C Tt was e
foreign rates that clunged and so requimed
a change i colowrs o beep in with the
UPL scheme: Foresgn prnwed matter
(green) mose o e o 1, Foroign ot
s freddy rose from 200 1w 250, Raelgn
letters (hlue) rose Troms SOc 1o 4tc

Wikt saede e swinee much more was
the 1epetition: o the Stunley Gibbons
Catalogue of the existence of throe types in
the 200, Gotthured Radlway stamp. 1o Lid
credin, the anthor explons anthe wext thil
whitt SGocalls “Type 1 s merely o more
heavily worn state of Tvpe 1L Type |
rather weakly engomed and 1 have yet o
see i crksply printed copy thut shiows all the
detnls

Type | Kerb-stone not touching gnnlry.
shading line slopes down ul right

Type Il (SG Type I1l) Korb.stone touches
ganlry, shading line slopes up

The reengraved type of this stamp has
the destgn generally strengthencd which
results in o conple of minute dilferences
Ihe hindest 1o spot s the ven gt
change in the lines of the soneword
around the mnnel, o becanse the mas ol
similar lnes confuse the eve, and b
bechuse these lines are usually hand 10
tolliwy v Ty | stimrips due 1o plate g
Ihere are, hoswever, two olhey indicors
which normadly e dlearly visible: the
L.l'l"-\lnlll' ullhli 8 ‘llll- e 'lll\'l('l“\l'l
nearest the oty cross-bay and the nem
horteontal shiading Hne on the inside ol
the roidd bend ot ngghit.

Phanks agan for bomging o lite Gn
teresting, U COmnon,
st

series ol Swiks

Werner Gattiker,
Leo Baresch Lid
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