King George V Defmrtlve Stamps

of New Zealand

design

Fig 1 Preliminary sketches by Linloy Richardson

w1u-u King George ascended the throne on 6 May 1910, the definitive stamps
depicting the late monarel, King Edward VII, had been on sale since 9

November 1909, Although the set was only six months old, the Postmaster General
agreed to the early production of a new series of stamps showing the new King, In
his Annual Report published in August 1911, the spcnﬁm(lnm were clarified. The
roquirements included: “The design will include a portrait of King (.corgv h
together with the lettering “Dominion of New Zealand Postage and Revenue™, and
the value in figures only. Only one design will be used for all values, the value hmng
altered 1o suit. The design is 1o be suitable for reproduction by the intaglio process.
The new stamps are to be exactly the sume size as those of the present issue.

The sime publicanon also reveaded thi
e commmission lasel fnitially been ollered
Lo M Bertrans Macketoal, Assocute of (i
Rewal Acaddemy, soulpton who wies ilready
designlog new colnage lor the Dominion
of New Zealand and had alveady designed
the b and Ll stamp shosing the nes
King for use i Geent Bk, Unlore
mately, he dechined due o pressure of
wiotk

1t wirs next decded o olfer the commis-
son 1o 4 local artist, Mo Harry Linley
Richordson. Richardson was born in Lon-
clon i 1874 and studied at the Goldsimithe
Tostittire School of Art, Westiminster School
ol At andd the Academie Julian i B
He was elected 10 the R
Bl At i 1905 and had @ successiol
career b s home conntry, exhibiting
widely, including at the Royval Academy. He
crgiated 1o New Zealand i FOS and
ook 1 position teaching art ot the Tech-
mical School of Wellingron: T later hile, he
becime Divector of the A Departimest al
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the Palmerston North Techmical School
1028 s dhiedd i oy 147

Fis fiest thoughis for the new stamp ane
shioswn i Mg L These shetches se on the
buck of w Wellington ‘Technical School In
structor’s Regquisition: form, The design
was tefined 1o that shown in Fig 2 in which
the King is shown threcpurter e with
o supporters, o Maon wareior an the
vight aned Zealandin on the Tele " Fhis ossay
is partly hand den, pantly photogoiphic
print and partly photographic pring e
ronched m Ching white paint.

Reference to Great Britain

The design coneept was accepted and
Lindey  Richardson prepared a further
Band-duwn esay (Mg 7) with istactions
o erkins Bacon who lipd been selected to
produce the dies. The selerence o the
Coreut Britain stamps s made clear s the
colour i to be that of the King Edward VT
Feb. stz and an eximple of the new King
Cootpe VoI i attnched 1o show the high

Hehtng oo the portpit. There are also
detailed drawings of the spear held by the
Maorn warmor sipporier and the Looing
on his e,

Ihe design was forther selmed wath
some changes w the portait and frame
surronmnding the head and o hioal huads
diswn design withos photographic partei
isert produced (Fig ). This was sent to
Perkins Bacon & Co Lad with instructions
o cngeave o die and submit it to the New
Zealand Tost Ofhee authonnes for ap-
proval. The Dies were produced and
proobs submitted  (Fig %) 10 the Thigh
Comssion i London on 8 August 1912

1T engravers at Perking Bacon gave
thew opiton tut the design was unsatis-
actory because the porit occupied oo
much spice i the oval. The company, ac
cordingly, stbmitted suggested amended
designs (Fg 6). For two, o new engraving of
the head wis made with the uniform
otnited and the neck extended. Tho sug
gested fames were applied. For the thivd,
Uhe original portrait was medified slightly
and the oval enlarged within the frame

Fig 2 The lirst design was based on tho
recently-lssued British stamps designod
by Bertram Mackennal. The essay is partly
hand-drewn and partly photographic print
retouched with China white paint

87




Fig 5 Die proofs in rod and
black of the original design
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Fig 3 The second hangd-
drawn essay (reduced)

Fig 4 Final version of the first
design. This essay has a
hand-drawn frame and a
photographic print of the
King's head, It was produced
for the guidance of the
engraver; the two drawing
pin marks show how it was
positioned on a drawing
board

Fig 6 Essays submitted by
Parkins Bacon, The
ongravers were unhappy
with the first design and new

suggestions were submitted
along with the die proofs of
the first design
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A pre-eminent philatelist
Phe chinte hud ehanged i New Zealad
i 192 when Sir Robert Heaton Rhodes
wabs appointed Bamaster General As well
as hesmgaskilltol i siccesstl politician
Sie Heaton: Rhodes was g presemiment
philateline Dordog bis petiod o Mo
master Ceeneral (1912-15), I
Presacdent ol the Philitelie Socety of New
Zealand, o post be again held between
021 and 1956, tollowing hiv retom Trom
overseas political postings

Fhe new Postmaster agreed waith Terking
Bacon e e
factoey but did not approve of the sug-
gested alieritions. His Birst suggpestion 1o
Linley Richindson was (o consider alipt
mg the design ol the tust New Zoaland
sttt the Bull e Chiglan' A copy ol th
Sebowas obuaned and overpanted 1w show
King George Vo bis comonation rolwes
Fhis oo proved ansativiacton

Sie Heaton Rhodes” nest suggestion win

was also

Bt dlesign was unsitis

thiat i designn shoudd be produced based on
the Brinsh Tenoy Black. A dwing wany
produced by the end of 1912 andd i
warded o Berkins Bacon for a die o be
|,|m|nul| I he 1llul.|\0'l\'n‘|ll vord that the
nitial design (e 7) 1w uluunl weocibcution
il prochnced a binltEhlock die sather tan
gouty o the expense ol engraving o die
(fr &)
Richardson pmde an wmended diwving
with "POSTAGE AND REVENUE' plyced
ahove 'NEW ZEALANDY, the crown altereed
e shipe aod the design used Tor the side
borders extended (n the top bordes 1
e Botder i e Bl design was derlved
fronn s adapred Muor ralter pattern.

Perkins Bacom accepred the modified
destgn and produoced o dis
i the producnon was 10 aor the back
gronnd o the pocteit (B 99 using thi
e o s T been ised 1o cut
o kggromndd ol the dic of the Fenm Black
Next. the Trame wis added amd e Lines
of the portst band engraved (Figs 10
FEL The Lt seep wies the addition of 1
valoe: the fiest die cur was fon the Sd, (Fig
12)

Ihe changes were agved

Flaee Lpse srage

Flg 8 Half block die proof of
the second design
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Fig 7 The now design, The second design
was dovelopod by overpainting
pholographic prints with China white
paint, This print has a labe!l on the reverse
schoduling delivery for 25 March 1913
(roduced)

Figs 8 (background), 10 (frame added) and 11 (porirall engraved). Proofs
were pulled al successive stages of the culting of the master die. The
background was cut using the same Rose machine used to cut the
background of the Penny Black

Fig 12 (below right) The completed die was delivored on 5 December
1913, it was approved subject to the comer stars being recut
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Approved Fig 13 Dies were
Prools Trom the Hodshed die, before subsequently cut for each

Iardening. were sent 100 New Zealand vilue.
aremvingg on O December 1915 The High A trial die for the 9d. with

Conprnssion was iformed that, subject o {7 iutives.y Se.cornare
i, . was cut but not accepted

strengthening ol the corner stars, the die (bolow)

wils .|'I|N|n|‘ll

The M die was hardened and thee
IPIEssions were taken on the peophesy
ol a0 trslir roller. One [pression wis
wsed 1o by down the Sdi plate. The vabug
sl Ot iy Trom the othier o with twao
sizen of value mblets: one of the valoes
withiont the b e onhier Tor valoges
witly s S sach s the ANGL (Fg 13)

Uhe onginal set was pat on sile on 50
July 1915 and consisted of T valoes, S
T, 2d, 2%, 8y, ad, s, Gl THd
Ol and s The Ll Dorndidon was re- —
ined, The 1dn Bad and 750 wore
l|'|||lll|'l' 'l" P-]ll (" "Il\l '""‘NP.\ -I‘"l “
wirs ot thought necessary o continne with
the Sl and 8d values which el been
ncluded i the previous delinitive e,

AL vitdies exeept the S were prmied by
the sntagho (recess printed) method: Be-
canse the demand Tor the S0 was Tikely 1o
be much gresier than the ather values, the
fecishon wis mide o ot it e the
sufaceprnting method (Fg £1)

Phars wats bor one of e clsssic stamp
destens [rom New  Zealiand. Although
nearly foar years me gestition, the el
Ay repraie] e dane spentand G taker.

This article is one of aseries written specinlly for GSM by members of the New

Zealand Society of Great Britain in recognition of the 50th anniversary ol the

| Society in 2002.

‘ The Society caters for all levels of collecting and holds & main meeting in |
Landon evory other month, as woll g8 rogional meetings in Scotland, the Norih
and the Midlands. Member benafits include a circulating packel, annual auction, ‘
competitions and a comprehensive library, not to mention the Soclety's award: =
winmng bi:monthly journal, Tho Kiwr, ‘

For further Information please contact the Honorury Secretary, Keith C Collins,
| 13 Buton Crescent, Sandarstead. Surroy, GR2 OJN; telephone 0208 657 4566 or
} through the Society's website: www.cs.stirac.uk/~rgenzsgh/

Fig 14 Of tho original set, only the %d. was surface-printed.
Shown here are die proofs with uncleared surround and an extra strike In green
(bolow), final version of the die proof (far right) and plate proofs
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