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The 1929 and 1930 New Zealand
Health Stamps

John Watts concludes the special series of articles written by members
of the New Zealand Society of Great Britain

e Health Camp movement in New Zealand started on 25 November 1919 when
55 children bourded a train at Wanganui which ook them south to Turakin,

near Marton. There they would s

d three weeks under canvas in the charge of the

Wanganui School Medical Officer; Dr Elizabeth Gunn, and her assistant. School

Nurse, Winifred Wise, at *Annhank Farm',

The comp wis a great success witli Dy
G preeving thiat she conld improve chil-
dien’s headth with the wid nll’llulll\ ol Tood
and fresh i She contmmed o hold camps
alimost every vear through o 1950 and the
experiment caught the noagination of
other groups thioughoit New Zealind,
who tollowed the Guon example and Leld
stk comps

Rusrnsing the camps required Tands and
an imongrant o New Zealand from Den
ik, Kirstine Nielson, living 10 Nore
wooll, remembered the Christimas Seal
sties 1 her home conntry bomg ino-
diced i POO0 aned thine they were sucoess
fol i raing funds to build a2 hospital for
chilebren sullenng foom tabercalisis, Witly
the support of the Norsewood Wolnen's
Iastie, she aprptosiched Lidy Fergossaon
the wife of the Governor General witly ey
wlen for und rinsing. She nbvo enlisted 1he
help of ler son, who had & heter com
miund ol English, to write, on 10 Muy
1920, outhiming ber proposal i the local
Member of Barlinment. Siv George Hunte

he ME sent o memomndum o 1the
Mostster General at the end of June
2T, ovtlining the recommendation. The
Mintster approved ol the principle bt
considercd thae i shonsld ke the form of
a combimed “postage and chany sump’
andd that the Moar adbice should vetdn v
per cent of the postage value of the stamp

A cabinet it of 19 Jaly 1927 sud,
Scheme 10 be subnttod with object in view
bedose athomty to prroceed appreone o'

Discussions ok place betweon the st
Mo amd the Health Departmenis o
comsicer i other organisations tat sup
ported chnldren’s wellue should be con
sitleredd s reapients of any Tands rised
from the proposed scheme. Alsa, whetlies
mies ased mpartenlar parts of the
county go Lo benelin those areas. Evenng-
ally wowas vecommended 1o the Mostmaster
General i August 1927 that “the proceeds
of the st appeil shoald Be devoted (o the
extublishment of Health Campy for chil
dren who huve been i contet with cuses
ol phitlims

In Seprember 1927 Cabinet directed
that the matrer “sumd in abevance”.

Approval

On 25 seprember 1920 (he matter ol fssu-
gl stamps was agan placed betore
the Mostuster Generad with the recom-
mendanon, ‘thar the stumps cach aving o
charity valoe of B, B bssued and that the

amonnt recovered o the sale of sucly
stmpy, less 5 per cent, be devored o the
treatient of tberculosts” e Nstmister
Ceenernl ook the st o the cabinet on
12 Odaober 1929, whore 1 way given
approval. An amendiment was ade 1o e
Finimoe Aot on 25 October 19209—Section
Wi valickate the sale ol postige st
for an scemonnt greater than its postal valoe

Instractions were given to the govern
ment Pranter on 25 October 1029 16 pro-
veed with the preparanon of o design
cmbadying the ol i featines, pln-ln—
graph of a ouese, the slogan ‘Help stnng
ot tubercnlosis’, Matage TS 'Chirity
Ll and i International Ant<Tubervuloss
LTins

Ihie design was deawn by Stanley: Davis
ol the Advernsing Boineh ol the New
Zeabaned Rathways Departinent, who wils
responsthle for the vignette in conjunction
with My L C Mitchell, & member of the
cralting stall of the Goversent Pristing
Ohice, who was vespomible for the frame

Fhe moage of the nurse was tken from
A photograph of wrecently qualified e,
Nell Bure, who wiss stiving with her unele,
My PN Cryver, who held o senior positicon
In the Bost Ofhce ot Wellington (he was
Lter appotnted the Divector General ),

-

Phe plate was “an” a the Government
Prntng Ofhce wnds as i was noe plinmed
10 ke o Korge prointing, iof was deaded o
('\’ll'llllll'lll II\ LESAIE 00 20 'll.lll'

I here were lour essavs prepared tor the
120 snnpy bssne, as illistreed, The fssoel
st s alivost no shiding on the Jell
check and a narrow baned of shading on
the vight cheek, there weore no cireuliu
partehes

Kirstine Nielsen, nee Bruun, 1873-1938

WMrs N R Jones holding the

photogroph of hersell used for the
1929 stamp
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1. Loft facing head in
narrow rectangle.
meodal on left breast.
Side borders of the
stamp—thick short
lines. Raftor pattern
in two blocks near
top either side of the
image frame

2. Full face in shield
with step in frame
left. medal central.
Partial shading

Fhe Govermment pranter’s seconds state
vt om 30 November 19209 “To penng
Charity Stsmpe—aine e block—were de
signed and made by the Litho Depiit-
ment. Fhe design win deawn o size about
G im, this was then reduced toa thind of
it size by photography. 80 wproductions
of the prine were tken and then s
sembled b elght horizontal rows of en
with spacing between cach print. 1he
sheet was then further redin n‘ by phiote
raphy 1o being the prits o the stimp
size vequired A print was made on o the
2ine plate which was then etched to form
printing plate.

Comwan chalky paper with N2 ol St
watertr K wis wed to print the stamps. It
wirs supplicd to two Tots, ELAU sheets on
26 November 19260 (O3 | 5330021 00040),
10 produce the arigmal onder of 2,000,000
stamps. A Hirther order of 2,000,000 s
sued o & December 1929, requiring o
further L2000 sheets of paper (Q2190:40-
QR0 1550), 3,075 840 stamps were delivered
10 the Cospodian of Sunnps, 1655 sheets
having been damaged, Reconds state thia
e ink usod wies “Moand Mink (Morrisom)',

Phe sheets of paper sappliced would
have been ol the wme size ax those ased
tor the George N dehmuive sarfiace prinned
e, Phe delinitves were smaller tan the
health stamp and were prioted from plates
it prodiced 240 stamps. Therefire it i
assutned that the Cowan paper sheets wer
halved vermcally prior (o primong.  The
vightdumnd side ol the uncut sheet con-
tuinerd o sheet serial number which is wiiy
sheets will be Tovnd with nooumber

Plate modification

Driring the printing ol the stamps it was
noted that there wis plate wonr ar the
pomnt ol contact with the pressare roller
The stamps allected were denser in colou
and showed u filfing-m of the finer lines of
the designe To overcome this characteristie
Duller burs” were added o the printing
plate—12 m totl—which puuwu‘ as red
oblongs across the fullwidiy ol the shieet i
the 1op selvedge. T s not known o whin
stage i the pranting this modificanon was

behind shield

mintoduced. Sheers were perforated 14
winge using o comb machine that had
been used for the 2x and s, Admiral-
e skamps

Ihe stampy were issued an L December
FO249 and wathdeawn on 28 Febopary 19350
The ol gross value sccraing too the
Hlealth Champ organsation, based on the
numbier oF stamips soldd s £2470.408 0

10 publicise the stumps the Fost Office
totedd o poster whneh suggested that the
statps could be o sign of "Chirlstns
Copodwill” and be wsed for the postage of
Chrisunas parcels and lettess, for sonu
people they represented w0 "Christois
statnpy

Adverse comments

However, not all New Zealanders were
Bappy with the stamp designe A cable was
receed from the High Commnissioner in
Eondaon on 24 Jummry TS0 stating thit
adverse comments wer bhemg made in the
LV el the wonels, “Help stamp out tiley -
cdossy’ onn the stamp, conld suggest thi
the New Zealand butter and cheese indusy
v gt be prejudicrilly ullected

A memorandam was sent bome e
Postster of Mount Fden oo 18 Febioun

The issued stamps of 1929 and 1930
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1950 velaying the complant of one of lus
lesale customers, tnwhich she staed, "She
Pt avaited herself of the opportunity 1o
help the cime by puchasing Health
stumps, bt bhas celrained rom sending
them o some of her nends and relanves
who we tnfortumitely alllicred with the
discase (tuberanlons),”

O 290 Marchs TR0 elesign Ton the 1350
Health stunp (Stailing  Boy) Tor which
Filmaralt Lad, Wellimgron, was paid £6,0s.
My LG Michell being the actual designer,
was subiined. The design had been
apreed with the Minister of Health and was
sent o the Conumissioner of Stanp Dutles
requesting that the die and plare shoold be
i fbctred b Engloodl The Dost Office
forwarded the design on 7 Apnl 1930 10
the Bligh Comissioner in London, sug
gesting thut the die and plite should be
prepared by the Roval Ming

A memo received from the High Com
mssioner provided desils of the following
quotition; Meeking Bacon—£65, Roval Mint
—8505, Waterfow and Sons—£224,2s (id
Fhe tender of Perkin Bacon wias accepted
the die would cost EBO and the plate €35
Fhe work 1o be complered by 31 August
1080,
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By 18 August 1930 die prools had been
subttted on three separate oocasions and
all badd been ansatistacoory, Becmse ol
tite consrraints in having the plates
avinlable 1o prame the 1950 stamp, the
ordder with Perkins Bacon was cancelled
and an altermative desizn o the ‘Smiling
Boy' wan comsidered. A memo dated 19
Septernber 1930 was sent 1o the Govern-
ment Ponter requesting wigently a prool
of the 1929 Charity” stamp but with the
slogam, "HELP PROMOTE HEALVT sub)-
stituted for ‘HELP STAMP OUT TUBER-
CULOSIS andd the vear  EOO" substitnted
faor " 10240°

On 16 Ociober 100 1he Dostnaster
General approved the design of  the
starnprs and they were released Tor sale on
20 October 1950 and withdizwn on 28
February 1951 Total gross yalue accrumg
1o the Health Caonp organtation, based
on the number of stamps sold, wis
SRON Is, 1 1d,

Considerable contmoversy  wis  tiised
when the Chiel Postimasters were adyviserd
on 5 Decernber TO30 that supplies of the
16 Clunty stmps were still available
and could be supplied on application o
Head Oflice. Stunp dealers were 10 he
specthically ntormed of the Lot aned the
OO was alsy given o eninerns.
\lllun\un.url_\ E10 worth of stunpy was
soldd fromm Hesd O e alter the withelrawil
date of the T2 stm).

Pl matter was taken ap with the ot
whster General by the New Zealane 1'hil
atehic Commaill They made the case that the
st collecting fraternity depended on
the philiselic integrity. of stmp issuing
couteies, stiting that the sale of the 11249
Clhianty stamps after theiv withieawal die
wonld adversely altect New Zealand's
deservedly earned high seputation ainong
philiehsts; puing icin the same category
W osote South Atmerican states who bl
remaindered’ cetnn issues. It was cons
stdereed et there hid been o breach ol
faith on the part of the Post Olfice relating
1o the stared dates lor the sale of the 11249
TS

Il HELP STAMP OUT TUBERCULOSIS |

3. Full face head In
shiold. Full shading
behind shield. Circular
patch on loft and right
cheeks of nurse

4. Full tace In shield.
Circular patch on right
cheek of nurse

Adverse effect

A reply signed by Mr | B Donalel, Post
muster Genenil, stated that, in regand 1o
the speaal object lor which the suimp was
produced and the Ber thae the i de
mand lor the stomp o postage purposes
wits restricted 1o o short season, 1wy
unnecessiry 1 hold supplies of the stinp
at all post olhees mdebmiely, backed by
thee announcement that the stunps would
only be on sale ar post olfices for a shon
thoee. And s such ie was never intended
that the stump should hecome obsole
within & few months of 1sue” Unlormimn.
atele the philatelic pubilic aod dealers wer
not placated, and the reassue of the 19249
st bl s adlverse ellvct on sales of thy
1950 Flealth stimp, also the 1951 Smiling
Boy " patr, which were larther elfected by
the economic slump of the 19304

During the apmual exammanon of the
Cusodi’s stock of stamps 1 Septemibe
TOST wan noted that among the stocks of
absolete stimmps were: FO29 Cluity stamn
~LG85.500 and 1930 Charity stamps—

e It was recommended that the
stock b l|l‘\"ll\L'll

A memo was sent 1o the Commissioney
of stmp dutics on 31 Octaber 1931
agreaing to this action being carded out
Phere is samething of & mystery regarnding
the accounting for the st two issues of
Hoalth stmnps:

il HEL

P STAMP OUT TUBERCULOSIS

The re-issue of
the 1929 stamp
had an averse

effect on sales of

the 1930 Health
stamp

Koowimg how caretul the Post und
Telegraph Department wese i dcoonnting
lor stnnps and stamp paper used during
this period, the lage nunber of sGunps not
accotinted for by something ol mysiety,

Health stumps continne 1o be issied
annially by the New Zealand Most Office,
tiising i welcome hnancial contribution o
the Health Canip movernment

Acknowledgmoenis

The New Zeadom! Stap Colleetor

Hutage Stamps of New Zealwwl, RPSNZ

New Zealand Bulletin, Cambell Piterson
Lud

New Zealand Post Ofbice aochive Hiles

| W Brodie, nuotes

Ninnber Number Nuomber Number Numbe
printed oged soiled destrowved urnceannted oy
1929 1,000,000 26,160 UL B4R 2045 540 1.040,000
1050 1,000,000 HES0) 215,646 184,720 SO6B400

This articlo concludes the saties written specially 1or GSM by members of the New
Zronlond Sociaty of Graat Britam in racognition of the S0th anhiversary ol tha Socioty i

2002

The Socity caters for all lavets of collecting and holds a mamn mesting i L.ondon
ovary other month, as wall as reglonal meetings in Scotlsnd, 1he Nodh and Midtands
Member benafite include a circulating packet, annusl auction, compatiions and o
comprohonsive kbrary, not 1o mention the Soclety's swatt-winting benonthly jourmal,

The K.

For further Information plaase contact tha Honowmry Secretaty, Keth G Colling, 13
Briton Crascont, Sanderstead, Surrey, CA2 OUN; telsphone 0208 657 4560 of through

the Sociaty's wobsite: www,os sticac.uk/~ oo/l
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